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Land Use Message Challenges, Inspires 
Across the Kaw Valley, Kansans were chal

lenged to consider a new paradigm for land-use plan
ning. On February 5th and 6th, Randall Arendt, Vice
President for Natural Lands Trust in Media, Pennsyl
vania, was the guest speaker at seminars at KU's 
School of Architecture and Urban Design and at 
KSU's Department of Landscape Architecture. He 
also spoke with area planners and county commission
ers at a special afternoon session at the Kaw Valley 
Heritage Alliance annual workshop, then followed 
with his general presentation that evening. 

Arendt is blunt in his critique of most current 
land-use planning efforts. From the outset, he chal
lenges audiences with the question: ''Using your cur
rent planning and zoning ordinances and extending 
that same pattern of growth, what kind of look do you 
expect to achieve when your area's open space is fully 
built? More of the same," he immediately answers-' 
something he called "a slice and dice" mentality. "The 
problem is not development, but the pattern of devel
opment." 

So long as our zoning and subdivision regula
tions require only houselots and streets, that is all we 
will get - no open space preservation. He says, 
"Conventional zoning assigns a development designa
tion to every acre of land, generally residential, com
mercial or industrial. The only lands which are nor
mally not designated for development are wetlands 
and floodplains," and this leads "to every square foot 
of each development being converted to front yards, 
back yards, streets, sidewalks, or driveways. Nothing 
is left over to become open space." 

The solution? "In order to avoid disturbing 
the equity held by existing landowners, open space 
zoning allows the same overall amount of develop
ment that is already pennitted. The key difference is 
that this technique requires new construction to be 10-

cated on only a portion - typically half - of the par
cel. The remaining open space is permanently pro
tected under a conservation easement co-signed by a 
local conservation commission or land trust, and 
recorded in the registry of deeds." 

Arendt continues, "One of the 'solutions' that 
many conventional zoning ordinances use for presum
ably maintaining open space and rural character is 
large lot zoning - that is, establishing large, five to 
ten acre minimum lot sizes in rural zoning districts." 
He explains: "Although large lot zoning does reduce 
the number of homes that can be built, it also spreads 
out the homes in such a way that none of the remain
ing land is useable for fanning, forestry, or even recre
ational trails. Houselots become 'too large to mow, 
but too small to plow,' and the greater distance be
tween homes effectively stifles the emergence of any 
sense of neighborhood." 

Arendt lists these as the principle advantages 
for conservation development: it does not penalize the 
rural landowner, does not take development potential 
away from the developer, and is extremely effective in 
permanently protecting a substantial proportion of ev
ery development tract. Conservation development 
does not require large public expenditures (to pur
chase development rights), and allows farmers and 
others to extract their rightful equity without seeing 
their entire land holding bulldozed for complete cov
erage by houselots. 

Commenting on Arendt's proposals, in the 
Summer 92 issue of Land Development, the publica
tion of the National Association of Homebuilders, 
Philip Larsen noted: "The key is to view the various 
open space requirements as opportunities rather than 
as liabilities. Projects that feature open space are pro
jects that sell, while providing environmental ameni
ties and opportunities for recreation." 
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Calendar of Area Events 

Historical Series at Lecompton 
Beginning March 2nd, a series of programs 

and exhibits on various aspects of the Kansas Terri
tory and the Civil War will be held at Lecompton's 
Constitution Hall State Historical Site. The first pre
sentation, "Clinton Lake: The Heart of Bleeding 
Kansas," given by Martha Parker will begin at 2 p.m. 

Loren Litteer's presentation, ''Baldwin City: 
Up the Trail to Freedom," will be held on April 13; 
the exhibit is being prepared by the Santa Fe Trail 
Historical Society. On May 4, Fern Long will pre
sent ''Historic Eudora Area: Land of Chief Paschal 
Fish." The exhibit is being prepared by the Eudora 
Area Historical Society. The final program, 
''Lawrence: Free State Fortress," will be presented 
by Steve Jansen on June 8 with the exhibit prepared 
by Watkins Community Museum. All programs are 
free and open to the public. 

KVHA on Sunflower Journeys on March 26 
On Thursday, March 26 at 7:00 p.m., one of 

the segments of the KTWU series, Sunflower Jour
neys, will feature the story of the Kaw Valley Her
itage Alliance. KLT Director, Joyce Wolf; KS Rural 
Center Director, Dan Nagengast; and Kansas State 
Historical Society's Sites Division Director, Ron 
Parks were interviewed and appear on the eight
minute segment. 

Historic Viewshed Preserved 
The Trust for Public Land (TPL) and the City 

of Olathe recently announced the addition of 54 acres 
of scenic open space to the Mahaffie Farmstead and 
Stagecoach Stop Historic Site. The dedication will 
take place on Friday, April 4 at 1:00 p.m. at the 
Mahaffie Farmstead site. The dedication will kick off 
a two-week exhibition of the Santa Fe Trail and re
lated demonstrations focusing on Olathe's frontier 
heritage. The public is invited to attend. 

With TPL's help, the city of Olathe was able 
to permanently protect three parcels of rural land
scape, preserving the historic vista from the farm site. 
Using their land-saving expertise, TPL obtained a 
purchase option on the property, and exercised that 
option in September] 996. TPL then conveyed the 
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land to the City of Olathe, which financed the acquisi
tion through Certificates of Participation. 

The city paid $2.2 million for the land. City 
Manager Michael McCurdy says, ''It's absolutely 
money well spent." The Mahaffie Farmstead, one of 
the publicly accessible Santa Fe Trail stagecoach 
stops, attracts] 6,000 visitors a year. Three buildings 
on the site are on the National Register of Historic 
Places: the house, bam and stone icehouse. F or more 
information about the dedication ceremony, call 9] 3-
782-6972. 

Meet KLT's Administrative Assistant 
Denise Kester 

Denise Kester brings a wealth of experience 
and expertise to her part-time position as 
Administrative Assistant for KL T and the Kaw Valley 
Heritage Alliance. She has adapted quickly to the 
position and excels at taking both comprehensive and 
highly intelligible minutes for the KL T Board and 
KVHA Steering Committee meetings. Her most 
valued talents, however, are in accounting which will 
be evidenced by KL T' s first annual report which we 
expect to produce in the near future. 

If you were one of the more than one hundred 
participants in the KVHA workshop, then you met 
Denise at the registration table where she quietly, but 
efficiently, made certain that everyone received their 
packets of information, name tags, dinner tickets etc. 

In addition to her accounting skills acquired at 
KU, Denise has quite a green thumb. She keeps busy 
growing flowers, vegetables and fruit trees on her 
acre lot in North Lawrence. And ''the girls," as she 
affectionately calls her four chickens, roam freely 
about her back yard, keeping Denise and friends 
supplied with wonderfully tasty brown eggs (I forgot 
how good a really fresh egg can taste!). Denise's 
other pets include an aging, blind cat and a small 
flock of Muscovy ducks. 

Prior to joining KL T, Denise worked in 
Topeka. We were especially gratified during her 
interview that she said that she wanted to work for an 
organization ''that she could feel good about 
helping." And we're delighted that she's chosen 
KLT! 
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Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance News of 
Projects, Programs and Events 

Kansas River Corridor 
Recreation Study Underway 

Following the directive of the 1996 Kansas Legislature, five 
state agencies are studying recreational use of the Kansas 
River. A participant/user survey has been formulated; in
terested citizens can obtain a copy to fill out from the 
Kansas Department of Commerce and Housing by calling 
913-296-3564. 

Three public meetings were held during February 
in Manhattan, Perry/Lecompton, and Kansas City. During 
the period March through August survey data will continue 
to be collected and analyzed. October is the tentative time 
scheduled for preparation of a draft report of the study with 
presentation of the final report to the legislature in January 
1998. 

The scope of the Kansas River Corridor Recre
ational Study includes: 
• assess the direct economic impact of commercial use of 

resources associated with the Kansas River that impact 
recreational usage or which recreation usage would af
fect; 

• assess potential recreational uses of the river including 
study of the demand for such opportunities, potential 
economic impact of these uses, their feasibility and 
costs associated with developing and maintaining such 
opportunities; and 

• identify constituencies that may work cooperatively 
with public and private entities to develop a framework 
for determining appropriate development and use of the 
resources associated with the Kansas River, including 
both recreational and commercial uses. 

Other agencies participating in the study include 
the Kansas Water Office, Kansas Biological Survey, 
Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks and the Kansas 
Geological Survey. 

Thanks to Volunteers 
The article in the next column is the first in a series of 
reports from Alliance subcommittee chairs. We ap
preciate the incredible amount of time, talent and ex
pertise that have been provided by these dedicated 
folks. We also thank aU who continue to give so 
freely of their time to serve on the various committees 
and study groups. We welcome involvement from 
others. Call KLT at 913-749-3297 to help! 

Agriculture Subcommittee Report 
by Bob Russell, Jr. 

Recruiting representatives from the entire spectrum 
of farming groups was a high priority during 1996. 
Groups regularly represented at our subcommittee 
meetings include the KS Rural Center, KS Farm Bu
reau, KS Dept. of Agriculture, the State Conserva
tion Commission, KS Com Growers Association, KS 
Farmers Union, and KSU Extension Agronomy. 

We have also begun discussions of establish
ing a program that would compliment the Governor's 
Water Quality Initiative in the KSlLower Republican 
Basin. We feel this issue takes on added significance 
since farmland, despite its reputation as a source of 
pollution, when properly managed, also offers a solu
tion to general water quality degradation. 

A group has been meeting to study and com
pare various programs in practice including KSU's 
Farm-A-Syst, the Ontario Environmental Farm Plan 
(OEFP), and Minnesota's '1tiver Friendly Farmer 
Program." We have reviewed the OEFP workbook 
which consists of twenty-three risk assessment mod
ules with over 250 questions related to farm activities 
in three general groupings: the farmstead, farming 
practices and natural areas. 

Our goal is to reach consensus on criteria for 
assessment of river-friendly farming practices. The 
program will publicize and promote farming practices 
that benefit rivers; it will provide a means of public 
recognition of land and water stewardship. We hope 
to launch this program during the River Festival. 

Finally the agriculture committee is working 
on an Oral History project. In recent years, interest 
in oral history has shifted from academia and archives 
to more community based projects. Audio-taped in
terviews are vital in documenting the history of peo
ple whose stories might not otherwise be told. This 
project will help us to understand how we're all part 
of the historical process in the Kaw Valley. Suzette 
McCord Rogers of the Native American Heritage 
Museum (Highland, KS), who has considerable ex
pertise in this field, has agreed to direct this KVHA 
project. 
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Manhattan's Kaw Valley Eagle Days a Gigantic Success 

Blessed by warm winter sunshine and temperatures 
that reached nearly 60, an estimated crowd of nearly 
2000 persons filled the halls of Manhattan Town 
Center on February 1 to hear about Bald Eagles on the 
Kaw. Because the weather was such a contrast to the 
3 SO below wind chills suffered in Lawrence, the 
Manhattan event drew nearly 300 participants on field 
trips to Tuttle Creek Reservoir for a chance to see live 
Bald Eagles in the wild. 

The format for the event was similar to that held in 
Lawrence: Diane Johnson of Operation WildLife 
brought her Bald and Golden Eagles, Scott Campbell 
presented the multi-media show ''Eagles on the Wind" 
and Dennis Rogers explained the cultural connections 
between eagles and Native Americans and performed 
hoop dances. Additionally, a panel of experts: Tom 
Huntzinger, USGS; Rick Brunetti, KDHE; Ken 
Brunson, KDWP; and Steve Cringan, KDHE, 
presented facts and figures about environmental 
threats to Bald Eagles, including such information as 
what are the sources of pollutants and how they reach 
the Kansas River and its fish population which is the 
eagles' primary food. 

Weare grateful to all the wonderful volunteers who 
work so tirelessly to participate in the planning which 
made the day so successful: Leann Harrell, Irwin 
''Hoogy'' Hoogheem and Chris Cokinos from 
Northern Flint Hills Audubon Society; Greg Wurst, 
Paul Weidhaas and Steve Prockish from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers; T.J. Hittle, KS Canoe 
Association; Scott Smith, Manhattan Sierra; Schanee 
Anderson, Sunset Zoo; Irene Johnson, Riley CO 
Conservation District; Dan Mulhern, U. S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service; Dru Clarke and her Manhattan High 
School Stream Team students; Jeff Keating, Ft. Riley; 
Becky Blake, Manhattan CVB; and Monnie 
Applegate from Manhattan Town Center. 

The overall coordinator, Cynthia Abbott, was 
incredibly efficient and effective at planning and 
organizing both the Lawrence and Manhattan events. 
Weare profoundly grateful to Cynthia and all the 
volunteers who helped plan these events. We likewise 
appreciate all who gave up a Saturday to provide 
public information to the many visitors who stopped 
by all the display tables and exhibits. 



GENERAL SCHEDULE TO DATE 

JUNCTION CITY - MANHATTAN AREA 

September 19 - F JUNCTION CITY 
Origin of the Kaw River 

September 20 - S 1st TERRITORIAL CAPITOL 

September 21 - S 1s1 TERRITORIAL CAPITOL 

Manhattan - Indian Heritage Site 
September 22 -M Manhattan Vicinity 
September 23 - T Manhattan Vicinity 

WAMEGO AREA 

September 24 - W 
September 25 - T 
September 26 - F 
September 27 - S 
September 28 - S 
September 29 - M 

St. George Vicinity 
St. George Vicinity 
Wabaunsee 
WAMEGO 
WAMEGO 
Belvue 
St. Marys 

September 30 - T Jeffrey Energy Center 
Nature Park - Oregon Trail 

TOPEKA AREA 

October 1 - W 

October 2 - T 
October 3 - F 
October 4 - S 
October 5 - S 
October 6 - M 
October 7 - T 

Maple Hill 
Rossville 

Willard 
Silver Lake 
TOPEKA 
TOPEKA 
Tecumseh 
Big Springs 

LAWRENCE AREA 

October 8 - W 
October 9 - T 
October 10 - F 
October 11 - S 
October 12 - S 
October 13 - M 
October 14 - T 

Lecompton 
Buck Creek 
Jefferson County Area 
LAWRENCE 
LAWRENCE 
Eudora 
Fall Leaf 

KANSAS CITY AREA 

October 15 - W DeSoto 
October 16 - T DeSoto 
October 17 - F NELSON ISLAND 

(Johnson Co. Mill Creek Streamway Pk.) 
October 18 - S NELSON ISLAND 
October 19 -S Edwardsville 

Grinter House 
River City USA, Kaw Pointe 

Mouth of Kaw River 

ABOUT THE FESTIVAL 

The Rollin' Down the River Festival 
or River Days, sponsored by the Kaw 
Valley Heritage Alliance, is a month 
long series of programs being held 
from September 19th to October 19th 
in the Fall of 1997. The Rollin' Down 
the River Festival will be initiated at 
the origin of the Kaw River in Junction 
City, Kansas. River Days will focus 
the spotlight on the Kaw (Kansas) 
River and the heritage of the Kaw 
Valley. 

The Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance is a 
broad based coalition of more than 
twenty-five partners that was founded 
by The Kansas Land Trust along with 
The Kansas Rural Center, National 
Park Service, and EPA. All partners 
share this vision: 

The people of the Kaw Valley will 
maintain a strong sense of place 
and community. The valley will be a 
land of farms and families, of 
neighborhoods, towns, and cities. It 
will be a place where industry and 
business thrive; where natural and 
historical places are preserved; and 
where clean, healthy rivers and 
streams support aquatic life and 
offer recreational opportunities. 
People will build consensus for 
resource conservation and promote 
responsible use of air, water, and 
land, while supporting a healthy 
economy. 

Making this vision a reality begins with 
each community's participation in the 
Rollin' Down the River Festival. 

From the Coordinator ... 

Thanks for your participation in the 
recent organizational meetings for 
Local Planning Committees for the 
Rollin' Down the River Festival this 
fall. There is a lot of enthusiasm 
building for the Festival and a wide 
range of ideas for programs and 
activities. As a reminder, the Kaw 
Valley Heritage Alliance is promoting 
the regional River Festival to rekindle 
the spirit of the river as the social, 
ecological and aesthetic heart of the 
Kaw River Valley. 

This Newsletter is to assist in 
coordinating plans as they develop. 
Locations for activities and programs 
will continue to be flexible in many 
aspects, but the weekend hubs are 
getting defined. We want to look for 
balance in activities and programs that 
include all the focus areas: 

WATER RESOURCES; 
HISTORY, CULTURE & ARTS; 
AGRICUL TURE; 
NATURAL RESOURCES; and 
RECREATION. 

The latest General Schedule is on the 
left. Some of the suggested activities, 
contact persons with phone numbers 
and next meeting dates for local area 
planning committees are listed on the 
other side. 

Thanks again! Delighted to be working 
with you to coordinate such an exciting 
Festival that focuses on the Kaw River 
- the natural corridor and lifeline of the 
Kaw River Valley. 

Rollin' Down the River, 

L~ Festival Coordinator 

1661 Deep Creek Road, 
Manhattan, KS.66502 
Phone: 913-776-6877; E-Mail: 
Ldonelin@aol.com I Fax: 913-537-0967 (Kinko',) 

mailto:Ldonelin@aol.com


THE FESTIVAL FLOAT 
Identity With the Ri.,er ... 

Festival watercraft, whether canoe, 
dugouts, or raft, will begin literally and 
symbolically moving down the river, as 
part of the opening ceremony at 
Junction City. Each community will be 
asked to contribute something to the 
Festival watercraft, representative of 
their community for a Heritage display 
of the Kaw River Valley Community. 
Ideas include proclamations, quilt 
blocks, a product of your area, or some 
unique item that is special for your 
community's association with the river. 

JUNCTION CITY· MANHATTAN 
AREA 

The next Junction City Planning 
Committee Meeting, scheduled for 
March 11 at 4 pm, will meet at Geary 
Co. Historical Museum, 530 Adams. 
Local contact persons are Gaylynn 
Childs at 913-238-1666 or Mayumi 
Ameku at 1-800-528-2489. 
Plans for the Festival to begin at the 
origin of the Kaw River on Friday, Sept. 
19th are in progress. Suggestions 
include a program to feature state 
proclamations and banquet. Programs 
and displays will be located at the 
First Territorial Capitol, Ft. Riley. 
Ideas for programs may include: 
performance by Gladstone, a Native 
American storyteller & songwriter; 
nature hikes; historical re-enact-ors ; a 
look at the Smoky Hill and Republican 
Rivers as sources of the Kaw River; 
agricul-ture in the area; canoe rides ; 
sandcastles along the Kaw & sandbar 
archaeology. 

The Manhattan Local Planning 
Committee, headed by Cheryl Collins 
at 913-565-6490, wi ll get started on 
March 13th at 3:30 pm at the Riley 
Co. Historical Museum, Claflin Rd. The 
Take a Stand Collaborative will be 
involved in area programs. The arrival 
of the Festival watercraft will signal 
program events in the Manhattan area. 
Discussion includes highlighting Indian 
heritage on the riverfront, near K-177 
or the Blue River. 

WAMEGO AREA 

The River Days Wamego Planning 
Committee is just starting with 
Rosemary Crilly serving as contact 
person at 913-456-7849. The 
Columbian will feature a 'Kaw Valley 
Heritage' gallery show. Other ideas 
include: Gladstone performance at The 
Columbian & possibly on a 'barge' in 
the Kaw River; local historical tours & 
play, river activities, local agriculture 
and water resources; and area arts for 
the River Days Festival. The next 
meeting for Festival planning for 
Wamego and other nearby 
communities is March 12 at 5 pm at 
The Columbian . 

As mentioned in The Festival Float, 
canoes and the Festival watercraft will 
carry thel symbols of the Kaw Valley 
Heritage from community to 
community, with all communities asked 
to contribute. 

TOPEKA AREA 

Topeka's Convention & Visitor's 
Bureau, headed by Wayne Bennett has 
given ideas for the Rollin' Down the 
River Festival a jumpstart. Lots of 
plans are brewing with two meetings in 
Feb. and the next Local Planning 
Meeting scheduled for Mon. , March 
3rd at 1 :30 pm at the CVB. 1275 
Topeka Blvd. Contact Kim Williams at 
1-800-235-1030 for information. 

Plans include working with "North 
Topeka On the Move", having Festival 
displays and programs centered at 
Garfield Park for October 4 - 5; and 
arranging river activities to compliment 
the established Applefest on October 
5th. Suggestions include "Bands on 
Barges", re-tracing Pappen's Ferry 
Crossing; anything that floats contests; 
and more. 

Again for the Festival Float, canoes 
and the Festival watercraft will carry 
the symbols from the Kaw Valley 
communities, with additions from all 
communities. 

LAWRENCE AREA 

The Lawrence Planning Committee 
began work on Feb. 18th with more 
than 25 representatives at the CVB 
office at 734 Vermont, where the next 
meeting is set for March 6th at 3 pm . 
For more information, contact Laurie 
Ward at 913-832-7333. 

Representatives from smaller 
communities that plan to host 
programs and activities for the Festival 
are encouraged to coordinate for 
planning sessions, with the larger 
weekend site committees, as well as 
work in smaller groups locally too. 
The schedule, as it is evolving for the 
area leaves Topeka on Oct. 5th with 
stops along the route to Lawrence. 

Contact for communities between 
Topeka & Lawrence: Tim Rues, 
Lecompton at 913-887-6520; 
in Eudora, Cindy Higgins at 
913-542-2606. 

KANSAS CITY AREA 

As the Rollin' Down the River 
Festival winds down the last stretch of 
the Kaw River, DeSoto will be an 
exciting stop with a focus on 
agriculture, water quality, and history. 
Contact Darrel Zimmennan for 
community participation at 913-585-
1904. 

Kansas City's Planning Committee is 
meeting on March 12th at 10 am at 
the Johnson Co. Pk. Dist. Admin. 
Office. 7900 Renner Rd. Contact 
person is Nancy Schmidt at KCK, 913-
321-5800. Johnson Co. Park District 
will be assisting with plans for the 
October 17 - 19 stop at Mill Creek 
Streamway Park on Nelson Island, 
along the Kaw River. Program ideas 
include: arrival and departure of the 
Festival watercraft, canoe trips, historic 
interpreta-tions, tours of water 
treatment plants, a look at water quality 
downstream from the origin, ecology 
talks , and more. The Festival Finale 
on Sunday, October 19th will move, via 
Festival watercraft, to Edwardsville, the 
Grinter House and a closing ceremony 
at the mouth of the Kaw, Kaw Pointe. 



Kansas Land Trust 

KLT Board Position Changes Hands 

Citing health reasons, Dr. Leo Lauber, founder of 
Intech Business Park in Eudora, resigned from the 
KL T Board effective the end of 1996. KL T is 
saddened by losing the talents and great sense of 
humor that Dr. Lauber brought to the board. We wish 
him a full and speedy recovery from his recent 
surgery. We are heartened that he has expressed the 
desire to continue to be kept up to date on our land
saving efforts and look forward to the time when he 
can return to the board. 

At its February meeting, the KL T Board voted 
unanimously to ask Myrl Duncan to fill the unexpired 
term of Lauber s position. Duncan teaches law at 
Washburn University in Topeka. He served for a 
number of years on the board of the Kansas Natural 
Resource Council, and is considered one of the state's 
experts on water resources. We extend a hearty 
welcome to Myrl. 
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From the Director's Corner 
It continues to be heartening to receive kind notes 

from our members who are so supportive of KL T' s land
saving work and of our partnership-building efforts through 
the Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance. And it was especially 
gratifying to hear the enthusiastic responses to Randall 
Arendt's innovative land-use planning strategies for open 
space preservation. 

Organizations like the Kansas Land Trust have the 
potential to play an important role in ensuring that as devel
opment proceeds, it is done based on sound economic as 
well as ecological principles. I believe that part of our mis
sion must be to inform citizens and decision makers about 
the compatibility of those two standards. This is being done 
elsewhere. For instance, in Traverse City, Michigan, the 
Chamber of Commerce in cooperation with Regional Con
servancies produced a guidebook called "New Designs for 
Growth." It is described as helping ensure "a form of eco
nomic growth that preserves our natural resources and pro
tects our community integrity," according to the Winter 
1997 issue of Stewardship Quarterly. This is typical of the 
uncommon partnerships fostered by land trusts. 

Joyce Wolf 

Annual Election for KL T Board of Directors 

Please return this ballot by March 31. 1997 for counting at the annual meeting of the Board of Directors which will be held to fill 
the terms of those board position which are expiring and to select officers for the following year. 

Whereas the nominating committee has selected the persons listed below to be retained/elected as member-directors the nominating 
process has been closed; and there have been no nominations from the members in good standing of the Kansas Land Trust. I vote 
for the following to be retained/elected as member-directors on the Board of Directors of the Kansas Land Trust. 

Please vote for no more than four. 

_ Sarah Dean should be retained on the Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors. 

_ Rick Mitchell should be elected to the Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors. 

_ Bob Russell, Jr. should be elected to the Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors. 

_ Cathy Tortorici should be retained on the Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors. 

Please mail this ballot to: 
Kansas Land Trust, Inc. 
P. O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

The ballot must be received by March 31, 1997. 

--------------~--------- - ------------- - ------ - ----
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P.O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

Address Correction Requested 

Why join? 

Non Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

Permit No. 190 

The Kansas Land Trust works cooperatively with landowners, other organizations and individual 
citizens to permanently protect natural features in Kansas. We support opportunities for reasonable 
growth while conserving the natural and cultural resources that make Kansas a wonderful place to 
live. KL T's work is funded by memberships and special gifts. 

Name --------------------------------------------------------------------
Address -------------------------------------------------------------------
City __________________________ State _____ Zip __________________ _ 

Phone 

$25 Member 
$250 Steward 

___ $50 Supporter 
$500 Benefactor 

$100 Protector 
Other 

You may make your tax deductible check payable to: Kansas Land Trust and send to: P.O. Box 
1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116. Thank you. 
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Join us for the June 21st Prairie Wildflower Walk! 

The Dorothy Akin Memorial Prairie, 17 acres of unspoiled native prairie, will again be the site of a Kansas Land Trust 
wildflower walk. Wear apprpriate clothing and boots or shoes for walking through tall grasses. Children are welcome to 
participate, but must be accompanied by an adult. 

With the cool spring, June 21st should pro
vide a terrific opportunity to see the splendors of na
tive wildflowers on KL T's annual Prairie Wildflower 
Walk. The walk will be held at the Dorothy Akin 
Memorial Prairie at 1 :00 p.m. on Saturday, June 
21 st (same time on Sunday June 22nd in case of 
rain on Saturday). 

Kelly Kindscher, KL T board member and au
thor of Medicinal Wild Plants of the Prairie, will pro
vide information on the historical and cultural uses 
of some of our native wildflower prairie plants at a 
time when they are reaching their peak of bloom. 

The walk will also recognize the Dorothy 
Akin Memorial Prairie which was dedicated by Tom 
Akin in memory of his wife who thoroughly loved her 
prairie and it lush bloom of wildflowers. 

The Akin Prairie is protected by the first con
servation easement held by KL T and it serves as a 
testimonial to good stewardship and loving care of 
special places in the Kansas landscape. 

Please join us promptly at 1 :00 to hear a 
brief update of recent activities by Joyce Wolf, KL T 
Director. Refreshments will be provided; KL T 
t-shirts will be available for purchase. Lynn 8yczyn
ski, KL T board member, will have copies of her new 
book, The Flower Farmer, available for purchase. 

Directions to the prairie: From K-10 east of 
Lawrence, go south on Dg CO 1057 to Road 1150 
North; turn right (west) and go 0.4 miles to the top of 
the hill. The prairie is on the south side of the road. 
Please park along the north side of the road. 

P. o. Box 1116 Lawrence, KS 66044 913-749-3297 
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The Flower Farmer 

./tn Organic Gruwers Guitk 
To 'Rpising and Selling CuI F/owm 

The Flower Farmer is 
a comprehensive 
guide to growing cut 
flowers for both the 
serious backyard 
gardener who wants to 
fill the house with fresh 
flowers and the small
scale grower who 
want to grow flowers 
for market. 

Written by commercial flower grower (and 
KL T board member) Lynn Byczynski, The Flower 
Farmer includes expert advice on choosing 
varieties, planting and organic cultivation, 
harvesting, drying and arranging. An encyclopedia 
of cut flowers contains specific cultural information 
on 100 varieties. It also contains advice on how to 
tum a love of flowers into a profitable business. 
The Flower Farmer, published in April by Chelsea 
Green Publishing Company, is 206 pages, 8x10 
softcover, with 30 color photographs and 90 
illustrations. The price is $24.95. 

KL T will not ordinarily ~tock this book, so 
the wildflower walk on June 21 st will provide the 
additional benefit of getting to meet the author, 
purchasing the book and having it inscribed by 
Lynn. 
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stewardship of the land. We anticipate closure on 
other easements this calendar year that will protect 
and preserve agricultural lands, riparian corridors 
and additional prairie tracts. 

In this issue, we present a summary of KL T's 
activities during 1996. It highlights the kinds of pro
grams and projects we are involved in. KL T hopes it 
provides our members and new friends with a 
glimpse of the progress we have made recently. We 
also hope it inspires others to support our land con
servation efforts. 

KL T is a membership-based organization. 
The financial portion of the report clearly demon
strates how important each member's contribution 
becomes to our ability to reach out to landowners, 
provide them with information about easements, and 
continue to work on partnership building in the Kaw 
Valley. 

The KL T board has set a policy of careful 
stewardship of the organization's financial resources. 
KL T believes that each member's contribution is an 
investment in preserving special places in the 
Kansas landscape for future generations - prairies, 
farmland, riparian corridors, historic sites or other 
ecologically significant areas. We are pleased and 
proud to be associated with families who have cho
sen conservation and stewardship for their property. 
KL T pledges to carefully steward the financial re
sources you have entrusted to our care as well. 

The notion of stewardship on a larger scale 
brings one to the concept of "sustainable develop

____________________ --.J ment," an examination of place, and conservation of 

From the Director's Corner 
As we plan for June 21 st, we look forward to 

the opportunity to renew acquaintances and make 
new friends during our annual wildflower walk. The 
earlier cool weather followed by abundant moisture 
should make the occasion truly wonderful for all 
who enjoy the chance to walk with Kelly Kindscher, 
one of Kansas' most knowledgeable prairie ecolo
gists. And, of course, we are grateful to Tom Akin 
for making the Dorothy Akin Memorial Prairie avail
able to KL T for these educational walks. 

This fall during Kaw River Days, we plan an
other prairie walk on the 40-acre easement donated 
by Ron and Carol Klataske. It is tentatively sched
uled for early afternoon on Sunday, September 
21 st. Exact time and meeting place will be an
nounced later. 

KL T has been busily engaged in working 
with other landowners who share their sense of 

natural resources. In "Protecting the Source," a re
cent publication of the Trust for Public Land, New 
Jersey Governor Christine Whitman's forward to the 
booklet beautifully explains the connection between 
land-use planning and water quality - a critical com
ponent of quality of life and sustainability. 

She says: "the era of inexpensive and inex
haustible drinking water is nearing an end. The po
tential threats to drinking water are as diverse as hu
man activity itself .. .. The panoply of pollution pro
duced by development so threatens both surface 
and groundwater that not even our most advanced 
technology can make some water safe to drink. 
... there is a strong interrelationship between land 
and water resources. Land-use planning is an abso
lute necessity in watershed management." 

I believe KL T's mission and our efforts in the 
Kaw Valley are totally compatible with these con-
cepts. Joyce Wolf 
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The Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance, founded by the 
Kansas Land Trust and the Kansas Rural Center, is 
a public/private partnership among a variety of orga
nizations, businesses, educational institutions, and 
governmental units including local, state and federal 
agencies that seek to enhance Kaw Valley resi
dents' understanding and appreciation of the cul
ture, history and natural resources of the valley To 
promote those goals, the Alliance sponsors a variety 
of projects, programs and events which celebrate 
the heritage of the Kaw Valley. 

Major funding for the Alliance's activities has 
been provided by: the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the National Park Service, the Kansas Hu
manities Council, the National Endowment for the 
Arts, and the State Water Plan of the Kansas Water 
Office in support of the Govemor's Water Quality 
Initiative. 

Additional Grants Awarded to KVHA 

The Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance (KVHA) recently 
received news that two additional grants were ap
proved. The first is a cooperative grant by the Na
tional Park Service and the National Endowment for 
the Arts. This NPS/NEA award is to be used by the 
Alliance to ensure that the Arts are integrated and 
incorporated into the Rollin' Down the River Festival. 

The festival, which will take place from mid
September to mid-October, will bring a series of ed
ucational and celebratory events and programs to 
valley schools and communities. These events will 
be designed to provide citizens with access to tools 
for understanding and appreciating the heritage of 
the Kansas (Kaw) River and its valley. 

This NPS/NEA grant will permit KVHA to 
cooperate with the Kansas Alliance for Arts Educa
tion (KAAE), a statewide nonprofit organization, 

continued next page, second column 
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KS Humanities Council Grant 
The second grant was awarded by the KS Humani
ties Council for a project proposal entitled: "Com
munity, Kinship and Place in the Kaw River Valley." 
This grant will make funds available to communities 
along the river to engage a Humanities Scholar for a 
presentation to be given as part of the celebration of 
their cultural heritage and natural resources. 

The following is a list of the general topics 
and presenters to be sponsored by the KHC grants. 
The topics mirror the major focal points of the Kaw 
Valley Heritage Alliance: Agriculture: Joyce Thierer, 
Virgil Dean, Sara Tucker, and Rodney Staab; Arts. 
Culture and History: Thomas Averill, Ray Farve, Rita 
Napier, Deborah Dandredge, Katie Armitage and 
Linna Place; Natural Resources: Rex Buchanan and 
Barbara Burgess; Recreation: Fred Krebs and 
Phillip Thomas; and Water Resources: John Peck, 
James Sherow and Sonie Liebler. 

As plans for the River Festival become final
ized, details of when these scholars will be speaking 
will be available. We certainly appreciate their will
ingness to lend their expertise to enhance the 
knowledge and appreciation of our Kaw Valley her
itage and resources. 

Kaw Valley River Days 
Community Planning Groups 
The Alliance is especially grateful to all the wonder
ful volunteers who have given so generously to as
sist in the critical job of planning the local festivities, 
events and programs that will take place from 
September 19 through October 19: 

Junction Cityl Ft. Riley: Gaylynn Childs, 913-238-

1666 and Mayumi Ameku, 1-800-528-2489; 

Manhattan: Cheryl Collins, 913-565-6490; 

Wamego: Rosemary Crilly, 913-456-7849 and Carol 

Cook, 913-456-8403; 

Topeka: Kate Grover, 913-368-3801; 

Lecompton: Tim Rues, 913-887-6520; 

Lawrence: Laurie Ward, 913-832-7333; 

Eudora: Cindy Higgins, 913-542-2606; 

DeSoto: Darrel Zimmerman, 913-585-1904; 

Kansas City Area: JO CO: Bill Maasen, 913-438-

7275; and Nancy Schmidt, 913-321-5800. 
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Volunteers Needed! 
Individuals and community groups are encouraged to participate in the Rollin' Down the River local festival .../ 
events and programs. To volunteer please call the contact person(s) in your area (on previous page) or 
Latane Donelin, Festival Coordinator, at 913-776-6877 

The schedule for Kaw Valley River Days is as fol
lows: 

September 19 - 23: Junction City, Ft. Riley, First Ter
ritorial Capitol and Manhattan 

September 24 - 30: St. George, Wabaunsee, 
Wamego, Belvue, St. Marys and the Jeffrey Energy 
Center 

October 1 - 7: Maple Hill, Rossville, Willard, Silver 
Lake, Topeka, Tecumseh and Big Springs 

October 8 - 14: Perry, Lecompton, Buck Creek, 
Lawrence, Eudora and Fall Leaf 

October 15 - 19: DeSoto, Nelson Island, Ed
wardsville, Grinter Place and Kaw Point 

As you can see from the list of planning groups on 
the previous page, additional assistance is needed 
to ensure that the smaller communities will have an 
opportunity to participate in a meaningful way as 
well. If you or someone you know lives in one of the 
smaller Kaw River communities and would like to 
help with festival events in your area, please call La
tane Donelin at 913-776-6877. Thanks! 

Community groups' involvement is welcomed 
and needed as well - quilters, birding groups, hik
ing or camera clubs, historical and genealogical as
sociations, preservation groups - all are needed to 
draw attention to the special heritage and sites in 
your community. You can help by leading a hike, 
giving a talk, sponsoring a photo display or show of 
antique clothing, conducting oral histories etc. Ideas 
are limited only by your imagination! 

On the Kaw River Activities 
Other river floats and activities are being 

planned. Dedication of a new river access at Cedar 
Creek on Oct. 18 will provide a float to Nelson Is
land. For more information, call Bill Maasen of the 
Johnson County Parks and Recreation District at 
9163-438-7275. 

For more information on float trips sponsored 
by the KS Canoe Association and Friends of the 
Kaw, call 913-539-7772 or 913-843-3648. 

Additional Grants, continued 

in developing and delivering in-service training to 
Kaw Valley teachers, and in bringing storytellers and 
folk artists to schools. Children will be encouraged to 
submit their poetry and art to the River of Words, Na
tional Environmental Poetry and Art Contest for 
grades K-12. River of Words invites children to ex
plore their own watershed, discover its importance in 
their lives and express what they learned, felt and 
saw in words or images. 

KAAE has set the following dates: Thursday, 
September 4 in the Wamego/Rock Creek area and 
Thursday, September 11 in the Lawrence area, with 
exact locations to be announced later. The in
service training sessions will begin at 8:30 a.m. with 
coffee and the workshop will be held from 9:00 to 
4:00 p.m. Workshop presenters include: Ruth 
Moritz, writer/graphic artist/educator; Dru Clarke, en
vironmental educator; and Marci Penner, rural cul
ture specialist of the Kansas Sampler Foundation. 
For more information, please contact KAAE at 913-
923-3570. 

In addition to the contest, students will have 
an opportunity to hear heritage stories from mem
bers of the Heartland Storytellers and the Prairie 
Story Weavers. Kansas Folk Artists will share their 
expertise in the areas of: basket making, quill work 
and beadwork, bobbin lace making, quilt making and 
music among others. These same artists, along 
with a Native American performer, will appear at 
some of the community celebrations during the 
month-long festival. Portions of the grant will be 
used to help promote and publicize the festival. 
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The Kansas Land Trust's Accomplishments During 1996 

A t the end of the Kansas Land Trust's seventh 
year of operation, several significant accom

plishments had been achieved: another easement 
had been negotiated to permanently preserve and 
protect 40 acres of native tallgrass prairie; consider
able numbers had been added to our growing list of 
supporters; and we successfully led the efforts to es
tablish the Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance (KVHA) and 
played a key role in organizing and sponsoring a 
workshop for valley residents. KL T also received 
grants which enable KVHA to pursue a variety of 
projects. Last, but not least, KL T sponsored its own 
events including the annual Wildflower Walk and a 
seminar for members and guests on conservation 
easements and how they work. 

Although the Kansas Land Trust launched 
major new initiatives during 1996, our commitment to 
preservation of lands of agricultural, historical, 
scenic, ecological, or recreational significance in 
Kansas remains steadfast and our programs and 
projects are bearing fruit. 

Our efforts in the Kansas River Valley reflect 
the vision of our late president, Bill Ward. It is in his 
memory that we dedicate our work in the valley and 
we remember his leadership, gentle humor, and re
solve that the best of his beloved Kaw Valley be pre- . 
served for future generations. We believe that our 
efforts to build partnerships within and among di
verse groups in the Kansas River Valley will prove to 
be beneficial to KL T's mission and goals. 

KVHA Workshop Organized: KL T was the 
principal organizing force in setting up the January, 
Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance Workshop held at the 
Kansas Museum of History with 85 valley residents 
in attendance. This workshop led to the formatior'l of 
the Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance, a coalition that 
over the course of the year has brought more than 
60 groups together working on the Steering Commit
tee and subcommittees dedicated to the following 
areas: agriculture; arts, culture and history; natural 
resources; recreation and water resources of the 
Kaw Valley 

KVHA has undertaken a series of projects in 
which KL T staff and board members continue to 
playa significant role including: documentation of 
agricultural heritage of the valley through the Oral 
Histories project; the month-long Rollin' Down the 

River Festival to be celebrated in the fall of 19971; 
publication of a landowners handbook with Kaw 
Valley specific information for promotion of steward
ship of water resources; and development of a pro
gram akin to Minnesota's River Friendly Farmer pro
ject 

Conservation Easement Seminar: Led by 
Board members: donna luckey, Kelly Kindscher, 
Brian Donahue, Don Worster, and Leo Lauber, 
KL T members and friends were invited to spend a 
Saturday afternoon in February learning about the 
status of our natural resources and the role conser
vation easements can play in their protection. This 
event was attended by several of our prospective 
easement donors and provided them with an oppor
tunity to ask questions in a relaxed atmosphere, get 
to know each other and receive further information 
about conservation easements. 

Annual Wildflower Walk: Following our pol
icy of conducting our annual walk on one of our pro
tected properties, we returned to the Dorothy Akin 
Memorial Prairie, east of Lawrence to celebrate the 
return of Summer and the presence of the myriad of 
wildflowers that grace the site. Making the 1996 
wildflower walk even more special was finding addi
tional Mead's Milkweed populations on the prairie. 

KL T Newsletter Series on Open Space 
Preservation: Recognizing that preservation of 
significant resources requires advance planning and 
forethought, we began a series that highlighted 
strategies being utilized in other places. Some of 
the states that were included in the series were: 
Oregon, Minnesota, New York, California, Maryland 
and Michigan. Based on that series, Randall Arendt 
was invited to be the keynote speaker at the 1997 
KVHA workshop where he introduced Kansans to 
the concept of conservation development. 

KL T Recipient of Major Grants: Continu
ing as one of the founding partners of the Kaw Val
ley Heritage Alliance and as convenor of the meet
ings, KL T was the logical entity to coordinate the ef
forts of the Alliance and to receive funding to carry 
out the projects, programs and events that will be 
held during 1997. Funds were received from the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the National 
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Park Service and the State Water Plan of the 
Kansas Water Office in support of the Governor's 
Water Quality Initiative. 

Forty-acre Easement Granted: Culminating 
a year of work that included numerous conversa
tions with several landowners who are interested in 
protecting their property with an easement, Ron and 
Carol Klataske donated a conservation easement on 
40 acres of native prairie next to the Konza Prairie in 
Riley County. We are grateful for the opportunity to 
assist these conservation-minded landowners and 
look forward to being able to announce additional 
easements in 1997. 

The Klataske easement joins two others pre
viously executed by the Kansas Land Trust. The 
first was with the Tom O. Akin family that resulted in 
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the dedication of approximately 17 acres of native 
prairie in memory of Tom's wife, Dorothy. This 
prairie is east of Lawrence and south of the K-10 
corridor. 

The other easement protects a one-acre 
prairie that contains a small population of the threat
ened species, Mead's milkweed. This prairie is in 
northwest Douglas County and is contained within a 
five-acre rural subdivision. The owners, Mehrdad 
Givechi and Nadereh Nasseri, selected this lot 
specifically because it had the prairie. The previous 
owners stipulated that the easement must be 
agreed upon by the buyers of the land - a testi
mony to the marketability of land protected by an 
easement. It also shows that easements can be 
used to protect habitat as well as preserve other 
special places in the landscape. 

KANSAS LAND TRUST, INC. - FINANCIAL REPORT - FY 1996 

BALANCE SHEET INCOME AND EXPENSES 
as of December 31, 1996 as of December 31, 1996 

ASSETS: INCOME: 
Certificate of Deposit $5,124.32 Contributions $15,741.31 
Checking 2,659.47 Grants 2,506.55 
Savings 31250.44 Program Fees 698.00 

Interest 230.51 
Total Current Assets $11,034.23 Merchandise sales 92.79 

Total Income $19,269.16 
TOTAL ASSETS $11,034.23 

EXPENSES: 
LIABILITIES & EQUITY: Salaries (incl taxes) $10,108.72 

Current liabilities Programs, Projects 3,332.60 
Payroll 264.00 Liability Insurance 412.00 

Merchandise cost 83.67 
Total Current Liabilities 264.00 Miscellaneous 47.04 

Office Supplies 477.18 
Equity Postage & Delivery 564.80 

Opening balance $8,602.45 Printing and Copies 826.47 
Net Income 21167.78 Publications, fees 360.60 

Telephone 888.30 
Total Equity $8,602.45 Total Expenses $17,101.38 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $11,034.23 Net $2,167.78 
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We wish to acknowledge with great thanks and deep appreciation all who supported the work of KLT during 1996. 

Robert Timm & Barb Clauson Harlan E. Forslund Patricia & Bob Marvin Diane Stohl man 
Mark Frederick & Diane Braun Victoria Foth James E. Mason Sandra L. Strand 
Nancy O'Connor & Jim Lewis Reva & Paul Friedman Marilyn McCleary John K. & Joan Strickler 
K. T. Walsh & Jim Power Holly Gannaway Willis & Marian McCorkill Michael Stubbs 
Paul Weidhaas & M. Still mann Sidney Ashton Garrett Thomas & Billie McDavitt Rita Joy Stucky 
Marge & Jim Ahrens Ruth Gennrich Sally McGee Robert Sudlow 
TornO. Akin Ellen S. Goldman Joanne McGregor Marilyn & Mac Sutherland 
Helen and Dave Alexander Ginny & Dean Graves Chris & Sandy McKenzie Diane & Gary Tegtmeier 
Charles Allen Doris Graves Susan McRory Margaret Grace Thomas 
Greg & Jill Allen Doug & Jean Guess Janice Melland Ann J. Thompson 
Mary Y. Allen Brad Guess First United MethodistChurch Donald & Janet Toensing 
Tim & Lucia Amsden George & Susan Gurley of Knoxville, Iowa Cathy Tortorici 
Arthur A. Anderson Steve Hamburg Charles & Mary Michener Kansas Trails Council 
Nancy Newlin Ashton Phylis Hancock Michael Morley Builders MaIjorie L. Turrell 
N. Flinthills Audubon Society Charlotte Hargis Robert Mossman Bill Tuttle 
National Audubon Society Lisa Harris Clarice Mulford David F. Van Hee 
Ella Ruth Aufranc Allen & Mary Herring John & Carol Nalbandian Barbara Ashton Waggoner 
Iralee Barnard Diane R. Hershberger MaIjory Newmark Rose & Matthew Wagoner 
Wm. & Roberta Barnes Richard & Aisla Higgins Judy and Jerome Niebaum Robert & Martha Ward 
Margaret E. Barnett Tresa Hill Rich Niebaum Deb Spencer, Watcr's Edge 
G. Kenneth Baum Stephen& Marcia Hill Dale Nirnz Dianna 1. Whitaker 
Marybeth Bethel Dwight & Peggy Hilpman Alice Packer Frank W. Wilson 
Alan Black Rebecca L. Himes Phillip S. Page Ron and Joyce Wolf 
Clay Blair Patricia K. Hirsch Howard G. Palmer David Wristen 
Roger & Jan Boyd Paul and Helen Hodge Paradise Cafe Wyandotte County 
Donna R. Brackett Thor & Elaine Holmes Lowell C. Paul Conservation District 
Marilyn T. Bradt Robert & Lynne Holt Deborah Gerner/ Philip Robert D. Xidis 
Liz Brosius Wes Jackson Schrodt 1. Glen Yager 
Rex & Susan Buchanan Thomas Dale Jacobs Ann E. Prezyna Tudy Youngberg 
Duane Buckley Family Roberta T. Jakowatz Teresa Rasmussen Fran Zillncr 
Barbara & Gene Burnett Sam Jilka Milton Reichart Dale Zinn 
Lance W. Burr Richard Johnston Linda Akin Renner 
Bill and Anna Busby Martin Jones Charles Ricklefs 
Lynn Byczynski Glenn Jordan John & Rita Ricks 
George W. Byers Kelly Kindscher Bill Riley 
Anne Cerf James W. King Cathy & Richard Robins 
Allan 1. Cigler Ron & Carol Klataske Bev & Howard Rosenfeld 
John and Lois Clark Jane Kloeckner Jean Rosenthal 
Jackson Clark Dcwayne Knott VL & Rosemary Roush 
Clark Coan Doug & Janet Krueger Robert Roush 
Ann Cobb Mark Larson Grace V. Russell 
Frank & Marie Cross Dr. Leo Lauber Robert & Ann Russel L Jr. 
Robert O . Dalton John Lee Elizabeth A. Schultz 
Robert K. Dalton Robert & Betty Lichtwardt Sam Seagraves 
Dan Dancer Carolyn & Doug Lindsey Ed & Cynthia Shaw 
Sarah and Ray Dean F Stadler& Matt Logan Lawrcnce & Lisa Shepard 
Dorothy & B.A. Dinwiddie III Judy L. Logback Richard B. Sheridan 
Brian Donahue Hunter & Amory Lovins NancY Shontz 
Ed and Betty Dutton Natalya Lowther Cheryl K. Simmons 
Frank Yeatman & Eileen Hiney Donna Luckey John M. Simpson 
Meredith A. Farnan Chuck and Joey Magcrl Katheen Slaymaker 
Louise Farrell Michael Maher Bruce & Leslie Sncad 
Ruth Fauhl Marsha & Ric Marshall Ruth M. Soder 
Kent & Beth Foerster Alan L. Martin Mary Martha Stevens 
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Why join? 
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Lawrence, KS 66044 

Pennit No. 190 

The Kansas Land Trust works cooperatively with landowners, other organizations and individual 
citizens to permanently protect natural features in Kansas. We support opportunities for reasonable 
growth while conserving the natural and cultural resources that make Kansas a wonderful place to 
live. KL T's work is funded by memberships and special gifts. 
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You may make your tax deductible check payable to: Kansas Land Trust and send to: P.O. Box 
1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116. Thank you. 
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The Kans~s La~d Tn:st is a nonprofit organization that protects and preserves lands of 

ecologIcal, hlstoncal, scenic, agricultural or recreational significance in Kansas. 

Fall 1997 

KL T to Dedicate, Tour the Klataske 
Conservation Easement, Sunday, 

September 21,2:30 P.M. 

KL T members and friends are invited to take 
advantage of the opportunity to share in the dedica
tion ceremony of the Klataske conservation ease
ment which was granted to KL T at the end of 1996. 
Sunday, September 21, 1997 at 2:30 p.m., during 
the first weekend of the Kaw Valley Heritage Al
liance's "Rollin' Down the River Festival," there will 
be a brief dedication ceremony to recognize the 
commitment Ron and Carol Klataske have made by 
placing an easement on 40 acres of their prairie. 

Following the ceremony, Kelly Kindscher, KL T 
board member, author of two books about prairie 
plants, and extraordinarily knowledgeable prairie 
ecologist, will lead a tour of this prairie that abuts 
the Konza Prairie Research Area south of Manhat
tan. We hope many of our members will avail 
themselves of this opportunity to visit this prairie 
protected by a conservation easement; we espe
cially urge our Manhattan members to attend and 
get to know some of the KL T board members and 
others who support our conservation work. 

Access to the property can be gained by 
tuming into the driveway that is the first road east of 
the entrance into the Konza Prairie off McDowell 
Creek Road. Watch for a KL T Wildflower Walk sign 
at the entrance to the property. There is an old 
stone barn near the road. The driveway is unpaved 
and steep, but once at the top of the first hill, there 
is room to park several cars. Limestone quarried 
from this hill reportedly was used to build Manhat
tan's first public (Camegie) library - now the Court 
House Annex. 

The views from the crests of the hills are quite 
spectacular - looking north toward Manhattan, 
south to the Konza and northeast toward the course 
of the Kansas River. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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KL T Receives Farml 
Open Space Easement 

The original farmstead and a newer building which are in
cluded as part of the 162 acres protected by a recent conser
vation easement donated to KLT. 

Friday, July 24th was a very exciting date for 
KL T! We are grateful for the absolute commitment 
of Greg and Jill Allen to ensuring that their farm 
would forever remain as farmland and open space. 
Their vision was to ensure that even after they no 
longer were the owners, the property would not be 
converted to other uses. The Kansas Land Trust is 
pleased and proud to announce their donation of a 
conservation easement on 162 acres of land in 
southwestem Douglas County. We also recognize 
the special couple, Mr. & Mrs. Michael McCrory, 
who shared that vision of keeping the land as open 
space and agreed to purchase the land with the 
easement in place. 

Approximately 60 of the 162 acres have been 
reseeded to native grasses. The remaining acreage 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continuedfrom page 1) 

Allen Easement 

has several significant features including historic 
stone fences which were probably built using the 
native limestone. They likely date back to the time 
the land was first settled - estimated to be about 
1870. 

The original farm house is still on the property. 
Because of the deteriorated nature of the structure, 
the terms of the easement permit restoration of the 
original structure or its replacement with a new 
residence - at the new owners' option. The new 
owners have a vision for the property that includes 
salvaging all reusable materials from both the 
house and old bam to use in the construction of a 
new residence and new barn for their horses. 

The remainder of the land can be used for a 
variety of agricultural uses, including restoration to 
native grasses in consultation with the Natural Re
sources Conservation Service. Even though con-

Historic rock fence along the western edge of the protected 
property. 

siderable woody vegetation has overgrown what 
once was prairie, remnant signs of its former nature 
still exist: beebalm, Illinois bundle flower, and 
grey-headed coneflower are among the species 
noted on the property late this spring. 

While Greg and Jill were in the process of selling 
this land, they had ample opportunities to compro-
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mise their vision or to cave in to the pressures of 
potential buyers who were interested in the prop
erty. Many of these potential purchasers were 
primarily interested because they saw the possibil
ity for subdividing the land at some time in the 
future. As both Greg and Jill said throughout the 
process, their commitment to placing the easement 
on the property allowed them to 'filter out' the 
buyers who were not also committed to keeping the 
land in agricultural and open-space usage. We are 
delighted that the McCrorys share that vision. 

Not only were Greg and Jill committed to the 
concept of placing an easement on their property to 
ensure that it would forevermore remain in agricul
ture and open space, through a very generous 
contribution, they have made it possible for KL T to 
launch a Stewardship Fund for protection and mon
itoring of conservation easements. 

One of KL T's principle obligations in accepting an 
easement is to take on the responsibility of monitor
ing the ongoing management of the property for 
compliance with the terms of the easement. Prior 
to final signing, KL T collects a number of pieces of 
data which essentially establish baseline documen
tation of the features of the property. These in
clude things like a map showing the location of the 
property, aerial or other photographs of relevant 
features, species lists if appropriate (applies espe
Cially to prairies, wetlands, and woodlands) etc. 
These data are used for comparison purposes 
during the annual monitoring process. 

We are most appreciative to Greg and Jill, both 
for their generosity and for their foresight and com
mitment to open space preservation within Douglas 
County. It is gratifying to us that there continues to 
be folks like the Aliens and McCrorys who also 
share and are committed to the Land Trust's goals 
and vision for preservation of special Kansas land
scapes. 

Want to Know More Abaout Easements? 
The Land Trust invites inquiries from other inter

ested parties. We provide ample information to 
assist conservation-minded landowners with a vari
ety of materials to assist in the decision-making 
process for granting a conservation easement. We 
have general fact sheets, a list of criteria to help 
determine compatibility of land being offered for an 
easement with our mission statement, an attorney's 
checklist of items and data needed to document the 

(Continued on page 4) 
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KVHA to Become 
Independent Organization 

With this issue of KL T's newsletter, we relinquish 
the .role of providing quarterly updates of the hap
penings of the Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance. We 
remain proud of our role as one of the founders of 
this coalition of disparate interests which works 
cooperatively to protect, preserve and enhance the 
cultural and natural resources of the Kaw Valley. 

At a KVHA planning meeting earlier this year, the 
Steering Committee voted to initiate the process of 
est~blishing the Alliance as a independent organi
zation. Thus, the Alliance will begin to produce its 
own newsletter - the first issue will be available to 
those who attend the Rollin' Down the River Festival 
and stop to pick one up at the Alliance's display 
table. 

KL T wishes the Alliance well in this new undertak
ing and is committed to remaining engaged as an 
active partner as KVHA moves toward independent 
status. 

We encourage KL T members to participate in the 
River Festival activities in your community. (A 
schedule appears in the next column.) There are 
promotional brochures being printed for distribution 
in the Kaw Valley - watch for them in public places. 
This brochure will contain the complete listing of all 
the events and programs taking place from Septem
~er 19th through October 19th and from the open
Ing ceremony in Junction City through all the spon
soring cities, towns and villages to Kansas City. 

As one of the founders of the Alliance, we want to 
express our appreciation to the major funders who 
have made all the events, projects and programs 
possible to undertake: the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the National Park Service, the National 
Endowment for the Arts, the Kansas Humanities 
Council, and the Kansas Department of Commerce 
and Housing's Travel and Tourism Division. 
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River Festival Coming Soonl 
Latane Donelin, KVHA River Festival coordinator 

has done a remarkable job of pulling together ali 
the components for a successful festival. She has 
enthusiastically built a team of dedicated volunteers 
in each of the participating communities who have 
also been exceedingly generous with their time and 
talents. 

We want to express KL T's appreciation for all the 
work and efforts that have been provided to this 
project - we look forward to seeing you during the 
celebrations! 

The schedule for Kaw Valley River Days is as fol
lows: 

Sept 19 - Junction City 
Sept 20-21 - First Territorial Capitol 
Sept 21-23 - Manhattan 
Sept 24 -25 - St. George 
Sept 26 - Wabaunsee 
Sept 27-28 - Wamego 
Sept 29 - Belvue, St. Marys 
Sept 30 - Jeffrey Energy Center Nature Park 
Oct 1 - Maple Hill & Rossville 
Oct 2 - Willard 
Oct 3 - Silver Lake, Topeka 
Oct 4-5 - Topeka 
Oct 6 - Tecumseh 
Oct 7 - Big Springs 
Oct 8 - Perry Lake 
Oct 9 - Lecompton 
Oct 10 - Buck Creek 
Oct 11-12 - Lawrence 
Oct 12-13 - Eudora 
Oct 14 - Fall Leaf 
Oct 15-17 - DeSoto 
Oct 18 - Nelson Island, Edwardsville 
Oct 19 - Kaw Point, River City USA 

Land Trust Alliance Rally 
Sept. 27-30, Savannah, GA 

The annual Land Trust Alliance Rally is being held 
this year in Savannah, Georgia. Each year hun
dreds of people associated in some capacity with 
land trusts travel to hear a variety of speakers on all 
aspects of land conservation work. There are 
several "tracks" to follow and all offer an exciting 
array of topics designed to help individuals and 
groups work more effectively. For more information 
call LTA at 202-638-4725. ' 
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Allen easement 

easement for a potential tax deduction, and a 
copy of a model easement agreement. 

Negotiating an easement can be a very time 
consuming process. Because of their perma
nence, easements are done thoughtfully and 
with great attention to detail - it is critical that the 
language incorporated into the easement says 
precisely what the owners intend for their prop
erty. 

In every case, however, all of the donors of 
easements to KL T have expressed great joy. 
And for us it is gratifying to see the look of 
satisfaction on their faces when the final papers 
have been signed! 

KLT, for its part of the process, is honored to 
have the privilege of working with such dedicated 
individuals and families. We look forward to 
many years of continued association with our 
donors and land stewards. 

(Continued/rom page 1) 

Klataske easement 

One of Ron's photographs of this area was chosen 
to grace the cover of "Caring for the Kaw: A Citi
zen's Guide to Protecting Water Quality" which will 
be distributed during the KVHA River Festival. The 
photograph is a great composition with Ron's 
daughter and her puppy standing in the midst of 
summer wildflowers in the foreground, falling away 
toward agricultural fields and finally the stands of 
cottonwoods and other trees along the banks of the 
Kaw. 

1997 Early-Bird Donors 
Omitted from List! 

Page 4 

In the previous issue of KL T's newsletter, we 
printed a list of our contributors from 1996. Unfor
tunately, in the process of converting files from our 
antiquated database system (which we have since 
discontinued using) to a new version, the names 
of 1996 donors who also made "early-bird" contri
butions in 1997 were inadvertantlly omitted from 
the list. 

We offer our sincere apologies to the following 
loyal supporters whose names were omitted from 
the list of 1996 donors. 

We offer our sincerest apologies for any incon
venience this situation may have caused and we 
want to assure all our regular supporters that no 
contribution goes without a small silent prayer of 
thanks for your continued generosity and commit
ment. 

G. Bossenga & C. Strikwerda 
Ron Manka & Linda Bailey 
Carl Thor & Sara Martin 
Kate Dinneen & Thomas Howe 
John & Cindy Dalton 
Myrl C. Duncan 
Hilda Enoch 
Oliver Finney 
Roy & Marilyn Gridley 
Rudolf Jander 
Jerry Jost 
Chris Lauver 
Al LeDoux 
Eleanor Lowe 
Sondra J. McCoy 
Ross & Margaret McKinney 
Tim Miller 
Verdou & Helen Parish 
Diane Simpson 
Fred & Lilian Six 
Martha Rose Steincamp 
Orley and Toni Taylor 
Lynn & Marjorie Van Buren 
Mayme Pearl Ward 
Rosemary Weber 
Paul Willis 
Paul & Harriet Wilson 
Don Worster 
Norm and Anne Yetman 

Lawrence 
Fairway 
Lawrence 
Lawrence 
Overland Park 
Topeka 
Lawrence 
Lawrence 
Lawrence 
Lawrence 
Lawrence 
Lawrence 
Holton 
Shawnee Mission 
Lawrence 
Durham. NC 
Lawrence 
Derby 
Lawrence 
Lawrence 
Leawood 
Lawrence 
Topeka 
Wichita 
Wichita 
Topeka 
Lawrence 
Lawrence 
Lawrence 
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Thanks also to KL T's More Recent Donors 

In addition to those persons listed on the previous page who were donors for 1996 and 1997, the following 
persons also have supported the land-conserving work of KL T through their generous contributions. We 
welcome them as renewing and new members of KL T and we look forward to continuing to provide them 
with ongoing news of our efforts. 

Joanne Bergman & Bob Yoos 
Jim Power & K.T. Walsh 
Deborah Gerner & Philip Schrodt 
Cynthia Abbott 
Jim & Marge Ahrens 
TornO. Akin 
Helen & Dave Alexander 
Charles Allen 
Mary Allen 
Greg & Jill Allen 
Tim & Lucia Amsden 
Bob Antonio 
Nancy Newlin Ashton 
Margaret Barnett 
Lauralyn Bodle 
Roger Boyd 
Lance Burr 
Lynn Byczynski 
Allan Cigler 
John & Lois Clark 
CJarkCoan 
Lorene Cox 
Frank & Marie Cross 
Sarah & Ray Dean 
Clark Duffy 
Ernie Eck 
Steve & Chris Edmonds 

Hilda Enoch 
Marguerite Ermeling 
Lawrence Riverfront Factory Outlets 
Victoria Foth 
Richard Frydman 
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. 1. Griffith 
Lisa Jo Grossman 
George & Susan Gurley 
Hub & Kathy Hall 
Phylis Hancock 
Marcia & Stephen Hill 
Thomas 1. Hittle 
Richard & Lora Johnston 
Martin Jones 
Kelly Kindscher 
Ron & Carol Klataske 
Dr. Leo Lauber 
Bob & Betty Lichtwardt 
Donna Luckey 
Marsha Marshall 
Robert & Patricia Marvin 
Marilyn McCleary 
McCluggage Van Sickle & Perry 
Mike McGrew 
Chris & Sandy McKenzie 
Ocoee & Keith Miller 
Wm. Landon Mills 

Rick Mitchell 
Jerome & Judy Niebaum 
Oregon Trail Adventure Company 
Howard Palmer 
William Penny 
R. Abner Perney 
Rex Powell 
Milton Reichart 
Jean Rosenthal 
Rosemary Roush 
Grace Russell 
Robert E. Russell, Jr. 
Webster Schott 
Dr. Elizabeth Schultz 
Sam Seagraves 
Sandra Shaw 
Richard Sheridan 
Nancy Shontz 
Ruth Soder 
Gina Sylvester 
Ann Thompson 
Cathy Tortorici 
Marjorie Turrell 
Laurie Ward 
Paul Weidhaas 
Judith Wells 
Sarah Woellhof 

President Clinton Signs American Farm and Ranch Protection Act 

On August 5, 1997 the President signed into law a modi
fied version of the American Farm and Ranch Protection 
Act which provides an exclusion from the federal ease
ment tax for land subject to a pennanent conservation 
easement. The following briefly summarizes a few of the 
provisions of Section 508 of the Taxpayer Relief Act: 

I. Section 508 would allow an Executor to elect to ex
clude from a decedent's estate for Federal estate tax pur
poses 40% of the value of land subject to a conservation 
easement if the easement meets the following require
ments: 
• Located within a 25-mile radius of a Metropolitan 

Area, a National Park or wilderness area; 
• Donated in perpetuity; 
• Meet IRS Sec. 170(h) code, except historic struc

tures and land areas will not qualify; 
• Prohibits all but minimal commercial recreational use 

on the land; and 
• Donated by the decedent or decedent's family mem

ber after having been in the family for at least 3 years 
prior to decedent's death. 

II. Maximum exclusion under this provision is $500,000 
per estate. 
III. Development rights are subject to tax; however, heirs 
have 9 months to eliminate some or all of such retained 
rights. 
IV. Executors and trustees may do "post-mortem" ease
ment donation. 
V. May apply to land held by a family corporation. 
VI. 40% exclusion will be reduced if the easement fails to 
reduce the value of land by 30%. 

More information on this subject is available from your 
tax preparer or from the Land Trust Alliance at 202-638-
4725. 
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Kansas Land Trust Looks to the 
Future with New Executive Director 

Laurie Turrell Ward has been named 
executive director of the Kansas Land 
Trust. She replaces Joyce Wolf, who has 
taken the job of executive director of the 
Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance. 

Laurie comes to KLT from the The 
"Kansas University Endowment 
\ssociation, where she served for 16 

years as director of the Greater 
University Fund, raising $2 million a year 
for KU. She previously served for two 
years as public relations director at the 
Endowment Association. 

"We're honored to have someone of 
Laurie's caliber at KLT," said Kelly 
Kindscher, vice president of the KLT 
board of directors. "She brings a tremen
dous range of ski11s and an impressive 
track record of fund raising and manage
ment in the non-profit sector. Her hiring 
is sure to bring a period of growth and 
increased activity to this organization." 

Laurie said she accepted the KLT posi
tion because she had reached a point in 
her life where she wanted to transfer her 
beliefs into action. 

"This job feels like a calling," she said. 
"There's something about open space 
preservation that has captivated me since 
the moment the subject first came up. I 
personally have to spend a certain 
amount of time in the wild; I think 
humans have to get closer to nature on a 
regular basis. As our population grows, 
1nd our built environment comes around 
lS, it's going to be absolutely crucial that 
we continue to have open space that we 
can experience." 

Laurie has been a KLT supporter since 

-by Lynn Byczynski 

the group was 
formed in 1990 in 
response to the 
plowing of the 
Elkins Prairie, an 
80-acre tract of vir
gin prairie west of 
Lawrence. Laurie's 
late husband, Bill 
Ward, was a found
ing director of KLT 
and was president 
of the board at 
the time of his 
death in December, 
1995, at age 49. 

"Bill's death 
was one of those 
defining moments 
that made me look 
at time differently," 
Laurie said. "You 
never know when each of us might die 
suddenly. There's not that much time 
left - what do you want to accomplish 
before you're gone?" 

Laurie said she was also attracted to 
the organization because of the strong 
commitment of its members, who renew 
their support year after year. "We have a 
solid membership, a wonderfully loyal 
group of people," she said . 

One of her first goals as new director is 
to increase membership and seek outside 
funding to give KLT a more stable finan
cial foundation. She is particularly inter
ested in establishing a stewardship fund 
that would be money set aside for future 

COil tin lied all page 2 

-

Laurie Turrell Ward, 
At Wdfs Ovalook, Douglas County 

Febmary, 1998 
Photograph fly Rick MitchI'll 

Mark your calendars! 
The 1998 KLT 
Prairie Walk 

will be held on 
June 28. 

Look for details in the 
spring issue of 

Stewardship Notes. 
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vated me since the su.bject first 
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-Laurie Turrell Ward 
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monitoring and enforcement of conserva 
tion easements. KLT currently holds four 
conservation easements that protect the 
land forever, and several more easements 
are in progress. 

"We have a responsibility to maintain 
these easements," Laurie said . "We've 
really gotten ourselves into something 
her. An easement is for the lifetime of 
the organization, as well as the property." 

Kelly Kindscher said that although 
Kansas has been slow to catch on to thc 
land conservation movement, the state is 
still in a good position to preserve signifi
cant parcels of land. 

"Kansas is so rooted in private proper
ty rights, it's not been an easy step for 
landowners to realize it's a private prop
erty right to protect land," he said. "We 
have a tremendous amount of native 
prairie and open space across the state; 
we have a nationally unique opportunity 

SENSES OF PLACE 

to protect its conservation values. " 
Laurie added : "That's why this could 

be a very big time for KLT. For the first 
time, we truly are faced with the fact that 
once these parcels are gone, they're 
gone." 

Her dream is to create through ease
ments a green belt along the Kansas 
River, protect Significant portions of the 
Flint HiIls, and save urban-edge farm
land for farming. But as those plans 
progress, she's looking forward to fol
lowing through on several easements 
currently in development and expanding 
her contacts with other landowners who 
are interested in creative conservation 
planning for their land. 

"When even one easement happens on 
my watch, that will be so fulfilling," 
Laurie said. "To do 
something that will 
last forever is a rare 
opportunity." 

by Elizabeth Schultz 

Baker Wetlands, Again and Again 

It's obvious that some people drive in. The entrance to the Baker Wetlands is a 
road, and I've seen car tracks past the gate. But the way I go in the wetlands is on foot. 
Walk the road far south, tum west or east at the end, and it becomes a path. Usually, 
I'm alone early Sunday mornings. But I also walk these wetlands with a friend or two, 
now and then a dog, and even once at night I came in with a group and a guide. 

The wetlands extend and expand my life. Coming of age on the shore of a 
Michigan lake, I am pulled by inner tides to leave my home in Lawrence every summer 
to sail one of the seven seas. My response to those tidal pulls, I'm also aware, is in 
some part a response to my desire to be connected with the far, the other, the magic and 
reality of alternate worlds. The Baker Wetlands, by contrast, are close-by. Ten minutes 
by car, just two miles away. They are familiar, not only because their birds, insects, and 
grasses are related to the backyard where I putter, the campus where I work, the com
munity parks where I stroll, but also because I visit them regularly. The wetlands are 
bordered by highways to the west, north, and east; telephone wires cut across the sky 
over part of them, and a major gas line runs beneath their soil. Undomesticated nature, 
however, they are not pruned and planned. A 573-acre tract, they stretch beyond me, 
and on their outskirts or somewhere in the middle, 1 can believe myself lost, a sensation 
which leads always to that startling reverse consciousness of self-discovery. Wild and 
wilful, these wetlands connect me to the possibilities of this world . 

COli tim/cd all the opposite paxe 
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A friend once told me that he decided to drive a school 
bus when he realized that he could choose a job which would 
send him out on a different task every day or one which offered 
him the opportunity to go over the same road every day. By 
taking the path most traveled by in this instance, my friend 
chose to take the path lea t traveled by, to take the path that 
allowed him to observe subtle changes in scent, sound, color, 
shadow; in leaves, grasses, clouds; from day-to-day and seas n
to-season. So I return to the wetlands in all lights and tempera
tures. Repetition proves revelatory. A single visit may suggest a 
flat, dull plain. A second visit expose an assortment of grasses. 
In a third visit insect voices become eparated from birdsong, 
and the next time you'll be bringing binoculars and field 
guides. In the course of a subsequent vi it, five po sums trot 
forth across the path, and on another ccasion a beaver swims 
away from the bank, leaving you, astonished, in his perfect 
wake. Multiple visits create a sensual palimpsest, a map of mul
tiple meanings. Remote in time and spacc, the Caribbean's 
Windward Isles or Tonga's archip lagoes I can return to only in 
memory, in books, in photo, but in so far as they continue to 
remain protected by the commitment and action of dedicated 
citizen th wetlands, which lie right on the rim of Lawrence, 
permit repeated viitation and continue to instruct me in 
diverse I s on of humility and wonder. 

Winter morning: Bubbl et in stiff inter ecting circles 
in the canals, stems of unfl wer and aster in dark rakish spikes 
abovl: the grasse , de iccated coyote scat among the st n s by 
the path. It's bitter cold, and a froz n ilence prevails acro the 
wetland; I walk quickly, arm locked acr my chest f r 
warmth. Swamp parrow, a bur t of jazz from buckbrushe , 
jolt me out of myself. They prepare me to see the grasses-
switchgras, ide oat, big blue tem-- tretching away to the 
north in subtle wath of spun sun. 

Spring no n with a friend: Going first along the board
walk. We hav brought lunch to eat on one of the benches. This 
yeasty mar hy green oup. It immers and teams before our 
eyes. From the murk below, oxygen ri es, gurgle, farts; fumes 
pass. We notice the luminous pale leaves on elm and mulberry 
branches above th water's surface. A turtle identifies itself by 

flipping off a log and stirring the morass. A black nake, thick 
around as my ankle, slumbers still, bar Iy discernible a it lies 
looped among the branches of a waiting tree. 

Summer evening with another friend: Taking the path 
to the left along the eastern canal. Long lances of sun streak 
through the trees. We have our binoculars and field guides. It' 
party time. Tree tops are spinning with motion, color, and 
sound. We find Nashville warblers, yellow rumped warblers, a 
pair of east rn blue birds, r d winged blackbirds, Baltimore ori
oles, yellow shafted flickers, a blue winged teal rounding a 
deadhead in the canal, a Virginia rail poking about in the sedge, 
and, 10, the great cr sted flycatcher darting in and out of sun 
and shadow, zooming up toward twilight. But for each bird we 
discover, we know we missed numerous others. Tho e which 
flit higher up among the leaves, move deeper into shadow. 
Plentitude, frustrating and exhilarating. 

Early fall, midday: The heat a dome above me. Within, 
butterflies coast silently singly, in pairs, in flocks. At ground 
level other insects buzz and hum dragonflies blue barred on 
their wings, grasshoppers, crickets, butter yellow butterflies, 
small black butterflies. Some monarchs drift downwards, set
tling on sunflower, a ter, thi tIe. Lighting, quivering there. 
Resting on these masses of flowers masse of pink, yellow, 
lavender, they add petals or orange. Petals all poi ed for flight. 
In the midst of this universal fluttering, I become petal and 
wing, lifting my arm upward in the glory f it all. But ee 
where a monarch staggers. It topple onto the path, totter . I 
approach, notice its wings, tattered, tom, their glory ragged. I 
recale then, the long flight of these living beings I saw them on 
milkweed in northern Michigan and realize that Mexico Ii 
miles ahead. The wetland are for them, as for us, century after 
century, a place they depend will be there. They depend on the 
wetlands, body and soul. 

Elizabeth Schultz, The Chancellors Club Teaching Professor 
of English at the University of Kansas, author, and KLT mem

ber, explores her own response to the natural world in 
IISenses of Place," a Stewardship Notes feature. 

Yes! Here is my annual contribution to preserve the natural, scenic, and 
cultural resources of Kansas. I support the land-conserving work of the 

Kansas Land Trust. 

_$25 .................. Member 
_$50 .................. Sustainer 

Name 

_$100 ................ Keeper Address ______________________________ __ 
_ $250 ................ Caretaker 
_ $500 ................ Protector 

City State ________ _ 

_$l,OOO ............. Steward Nine-digit Zip Code ____________ _ 
_ $5,000 ............. Guardian 
_ $ ..... Other 

Telephone ____________________________ __ 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions and donations of land or conservation easements are tax deductible. 
Please make checks payable, and mail with this form to Kansas Land Trust, P.O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116. 
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monitoring and enforcement of conserva 
tion easements. KLT currently holds four 
conservation easements that protect the 
land forever, and several more easements 
are in progress. 

"We have a responsibility to maintain 
these easements," Laurie said. "We've 
really gotten ourselves into something 
here. An easement is for the lifetime of 
the organization, as well as the property." 

Kelly Kindscher said that although 
Kansas has been slow to catch on to the 
land conservation movement, the state is 
still in a good position to preserve signifi
cant parcels of land. 

"Kansas is so rooted in private proper
ty rights, it's not been an easy step for 
landowners to realize it's a private prop
erty right to protect land," he said. "We 
have a tremendous amount of native 
prairie and open space across the state; 
we have a nationally unique opportunity 
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to protect its conservation values." 
Laurie added: "That's why this could 

be a very big time for KLT. For the first 
time, we truly are faced with the fact that 
once these parcels are gone, they're 
gone." 

Her dream is to create through ease
ments a green belt along the Kansas 
River, protect significant portions of the 
Flint Hills, and save urban-edge farm
land for farming. But as those plans 
progress, she's looking forward to fol
lowing through on several easements 
currently in development and expanding 
her contacts with other landowners who 
are interested in creative conservation 
planning for their land. 

"When even one easement happens on 
my watch, that will be so fulfilling," 
Laurie said. "To do 
something that will 
last forever is a rare 
opportu ni ty." 

by Elizabeth Schultz 

Baker Wetlands, Again and Again 

It's obvious that some people drive in. The entrance to the Baker Wetlands is a 
road, and I've seen car tracks past the gate. But the way I go in the wetlands is on foot. 
Walk the road far south, turn west or east at the end, and it becomes a path. Usually, 
I'm alone early Sunday mornings. But I also walk these wetlands with a friend or two, 
now and then a dog, and even once at night I came in with a group and a guide. 

The wetlands extend and expand my life. Coming of age on the shore of a 
Michigan lake, I am pulled by inner tides to leave my home in Lawrence every summer 
to sail one of the seven seas. My response to those tidal pulls, I'm also aware, is in 
some part a response to my desire to be connected with the far, the other, the magic and 
reality of alternate worlds. The Baker Wetlands, by contrast, are close-by. Ten minutes 
by car, just two miles away. They are familiar, not only because their birds, insects, and 
grasses are related to the backyard where I putter, the campus where I work, the com
munity parks where I stroll, but also because I visit them regularly. The wetlands are 
bordered by highways to the west, north, and east; telephone wires cut across the sky 
over part of them, and a major gas line runs beneath their soil. Undomesticated nature, 
however, they are not pruned and planned. A 573-acre tract, they stretch beyond me, 
and on their outskirts or somewhere in the middle, I can believe myself lost, a sensation 
which leads always to that startling reverse consciousness of self-discovery. Wild and 
wilful, these wetlands connect me to the possibilities of this world. 

COlltinued all the opposite page 
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RUSSELL FAMILY DONATES CONSERVATION EASEMENT 
The Undeveloped 50-acre Tract is South of Topeka 

-- By Lynn Byczynski 

The Kansas Land Trust is receiving a 
conservation easement on an undeveloped 50-
tract of land south of Topeka. The easement is 
being donated by KLT board member Robert 
Russell, Jr. of Lawrence, his mother Grace 
Russell of Topeka, and his sister Betsy Jo Broda 
of Irvington, New York.. KLT members can get 
an up-close view of the property at KLT's annu
al Wildflower Walk on June 27. A brief ceremo
ny to dedicate the conservation easement will 
begin at 10:00 a.m., followed by the walk.. See 
page 2 for information about the walk and 
directions to the land. 

The easement protects 31 acres of 
native prairie, 16 acres of crop land and several 
wildlife areas. "This is both a scenic parcel and 
high-quality prairie remnant.... said Kelly 
Kindscher, KLT vice-president and plant ecolo
gist with the Kansas Biological Survey. Nit's an 
excellent example of what the prairie looked 
like when the pioneers first arrived in the area." 

The 50 acres under easement are part 
of a 570-acre parcel owned by the Russell fami
ly that originally had four homesteads but over 
the years has been abandoned by its farm fam
ilies because most of it was not profitable for 
farming. The houses and outbuildings that 
once stood on the farms are now gone, and 
most of the remaining crop land has been 
restored to native grassland. 

The tract lies within the Osage Plains 
section of the Central Lowland physiographic 
province. The land resource area is the 
Cherokee Prairies. The major topographic fea
tures are the east-trending valleys of the Marais 
des Cygnes River and its tributaries and the 
upland questas formed by differential erosion 
of limestone, shell, and sandstone strata. 

A plant survey conducted in 1993 
and 1994 by Ronald L. McGregor, Director 
Emeritus of the University of Kansas 
Herbarium, found 350 species on the Russell 
property, pointing to significant biological rich
ness. The land is also considered valuable as 
open space in an area that is beginning to feel 

development pressure. Located about one mile 
south of Lyndon and bordered by U.S. 
Highway 75, the land is in an area where old 
farms are being sold off for housing lots. The 
conservation easement calls for no develop
ment on the land in the future, even if the prop
erty is sold to another owner. According to 
Kansas law, the easement must be maintained 
"'in perpetuity," which means forever. In some 
cases, granting a conservation easement can 
provide tax benefits to the owner. 

The Russell family doesn't know yet 
whether that will be the case for them. Their 
reasons for donating the easement are more 
heartfelt than tax-motivated, because the land 
has been an important part of their family life. 
Grace Russell's husband Robert Russell, Sr. 
managed the land for an elderly friend in the 
1940s and spent many weekends there with 
friends and family. He inherited it when his 
friend died in the 1950s. Bob Jr. and Betsy Jo 
spent summers there during their youth, with 
Bob working at the hay harvest and Betsy Jo 
hiking and horseback riding. In tum, Bob's and 
Betsy Jo's children and now grandchildren 
have used it as well. Hit's got a long family his
tory of kids growing up there, learning to drive 
in a World War II-vintage Jeep, going fishing, 

;ae 

Left to right: Bob Russell, his nephews Bill Broda and 
Russell Broda, and his mother Crace Russell on thL land 
they are protecting through a conservation easement to thL 
Kansas LAnd Trust. 

camping, and exploring for four generations,'" 
Bob Russell said. MIt's a property that has sel
dom made money, because it's marginal agru
culturally, so we have always tried to do just 
enough farming to break even.'" 

From a financial point of view, Bob 
said, selling the land would be the smartest 
move. But that's not the way the Russell fami
ly thinks about land, ever since Bob's grand
mother survived as a widow in the 1930s by 
managing some farm land she owned near 
Great Bend. "There's a sense about land in our 
family, that is has value. Land got people 
through hard times," he said. "In recent years, 
money is made out of thin air-<>n the Internet. 
But my father had a strong sense that we 
should never get rid of land." 

The Russells decided to grant the 
easement on the 50 acres as the beginning of a 
management plan on the entire 570-acre tract, 
which may include some residential develop
ment and additional conservation easements. 



Stc'loarciship Notcs OUTLOOK 
"THE LAND AND US-- ALL TOGETHER" 

By Laurie Ward 

Since starting to work for the 
Kansas Land Trust on January I, I've taken a 
couple of phone calls from people who indi
cated that they thought KLT was made up 
only of land owners. It never occurred to me 
that anyone would have that impression. I 
haven't done a study of the demographics of 
KLT members, but I'd venture to say that a 
majority of members live in cities and towns 
and don't own land. They support the work 
of the Kansas Land Trust for the sake of the 
land itself. 

This combination of land owners, 
home and yard owners and renters, apart
ment and townhome dwellers, corporations, 
foundations, and government agencies makes 
for a strong membership. Together, KLT 
members are assuring that natural areas, 
scenic vistas, and greenways will be part of 
their grandchildren's lives and the lives of 
those yet unborn. Land owners have been 
very generous with their donations to KLT of 
conservation easements, annual gifts, and 
larger gifts to the land stewardship fund. But, 
the additional support from those who don't 
own land has been crucial to operating the 
organization. It will be even more important 
as we build our stewardship fund for long
term land protection. The Kansas Land Trust 
will require this land stewardship fund to 
monitor and maintain, forevermore, the land 
and conservation easements it holds. 

Some landowners will have the 
means to contribute financially in addition to 
granting easements or donating land. Other 
landowners will have few resources beyond 
the land itself. Other people and entities will 
help to see that all KLT land and easements 
stay well protected in perpetuity. Land, 
whether we know it or not, is part of our com
munity, just as all of us humans live in com
munity with each other. 

I'm reading Aldo Leopold's A Sand 
County Almanac, written the year I was born, 
some five decades ago. In his foreward, 
Leopold writes of the value of land beyond 
that of a commodity belonging to us: " That 
land is a community is the basic concept of 
ecology, but that land is to be loved and 
respected is an extension of ethics. That land 
yields a cultural harvest is a fact long known, 
but latterly often forgotten." 

I consider it a privilege to work 
with Kansas Land Trust members for land 
conservation. 

Step Back in Time on the KLT Wildflower Walk 

Come spend a morning wading through the 
tall grasses and wildflowers of pristine prairie 
at KLT's annual Wildflower Walk at the 
Russell family's farm south of Topeka. The 
walk will begin at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, June 
27, immediately following a brief conserva
tion easement dedication ceremony. 

Kelly Kindscher, a botanist with the Kansas 
Biological Survey, will guide you through the 
beautiful tallgrass prairie. He will introduce 
you to some of the 350 species that are found 
on the land and tell you the lore of the plants 
as well as their names. The walk is a unique 
opportunity to become better educated about 
this important ecosystem we call home here in 
Kansas. Tallgrass prairies are fast disappear
ing from the United States, but the Wildflower 
Walk gives you the opportunity to experience 
the land as it existed before white settlement. 

To get to the Russell farm, take U.s. Highway 
75 south from Topeka. Go through Lyndon 
and continue south to the intersection of 
Kansas Route 68. Go west (right) on the grav
el road at that intersection and watch for the 
signs telling you where to park. 

If the weather is good (and it should be on a 
June morning!) we'll hike about a quarter-mile 
through an unmowed meadow to a hillside. 
Wear sturdy shoes, insect repellent, sunscreen, 
and a hat. KLT will provide refreshments 
after the walk. 

Lawrence and Kansas City area KLT members 
are invited to meet at 8:45 a.m., at the far west 
edge of the Wal-Mart parking lot, 3300 Iowa 
St., Lawrence, to carpool to the site. 

See you there! -- Lynn Byczynski 
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We walk out onto the edge of time: dus~ a moment of 
lengthening shadows anticipating the dark to come; early 
March, when a season struggles to be born. Here on the edge, 
night and day, winter and spring meet. At this twilight time, in 
this struggling season, we walk into the woods. A particular 
Kansas woods off the Wellman Road, southwest of Winchester 
in Jefferson County, but a woods, like other woods, where 
boundaries disappear, connections are everywhere, and mys
tery is possible. 

Sound and smell assure us of connections. In the 
woods they cannot be contained, and their source, though 
imagined, often cannot be traced. We start, hearing water. It's a 
sly sighing underlying more definitive sounds. Barely percepti
ble even as we step across a rill, wet ribbon unwinding 
between stones and bushes, leading us into the woods. Even 
later, after we've scrambled down the creek bank, this woods' 
water speaks softly, seeping into sand and slipping on. 
Overlaying the water's subtle voice is a remote throbbing. 
Suggesting joyous urgency, the sound of the peepers comes 
and goes as we mosey through these woods. Above us, 
scratching twigs reveal the wind. No leaves to rustle yet. 
Intersecting the levels of continuous sounds which shape the 
space of these woods are bird calls, relaying diverse informa
tion: jays squawking and screeching, mourning doves cooing, 
hooting of barred owls in call and response, red-headed wood
peckers' tapping. Jays we spot darting among branches, and 
the red-headed woodpecker head-up on a bur oak. We don't 
see either the peepers or these doves and owls and have to 
trust to prior knowledge to identify them. Wrapping us is the 
pungency of quickening life, of damp and rot emerging in new 
shapes. I wonder what we smell like to the life of these woods. 

Sight and touch confirm local connections. In falling, 
a chinquapin oak bent young maples into bows and stripped a 
hackberry of its limbs along one side. But we see how it opens 

the woods to light, how new trees clamber about it, stretching 
up. A living corpse, the oak's massive torso sprouts moss and 
fungi. A decade ago, lumbermen took the thirty-foot tall black 
walnut trees from these woods, leaving shag-bark hickory, 
hackberry, osage orange, white ash, honey locust, and oak to 
thrive. The diversity and specificity of these trees-in trunk, 
bar~ leaf, branch-in texture, color, shape-gives the woods' 
their multiple dimensions of shade and shadow, and all 
things-bird and bug, bristly greenbrier, gooseberry, and 
rough-leafed dogwood, trillium prong, mayapple umbrella, 
and jack-in-the-pulpit stalk-grow in relation to them. We 
walk among these trees, stepping on roots, seeds, puffballs, 
leaves; pushing into the mesh of branches, twigs, insects; let
ting crunch, snap, sting establish our intimacy with these 
woods. To touch a tree is to be in touch with a tree. 

On the way out, however, with darkness now spread
ing shadows, erasing diversity and specificity, connectedness is 
momentarily displaced by strangeness. A ghostly globe 
appears suspended by a thread from an oak branch. 
Constructed of masticated wood fiber and the paper wasps' 
compulsive desire, with its shelves of perfect hexagonal cells 
inside, it shifts and spins in the turning light. And emerging 
from the woods, we see a badger entering. Low-slung and 
sure of its direction, its business is separate from ours. And 
though I can suppose that it, too, heads for supper, we move 
toward a widening sky, while it goes deeper in. 

Elizabeth Schultz, The Chancellors Club Teaching Professor of 
English at the University of Kansas, author, and KLT member, 
explores her own response to the natural world in ilSenses of 
Place, n a Stewardship Notes feature. 
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We offer our sincere Oliver Finney Marsha & Ric Marshall 
appreciation to these friends Paul Studebaker-FMC Carl Thor & Sara Martin 

who have contributed to Corporation Robert & Patricia Marvin 
Kansas Land Trust. 

Kent & Beth R. Foerster Marilyn McCleary Fred & Lillian Six 
Please let us know if your name has been Victoria Foth McCluggage Van Sickle & Bruce & Leslie Snead 
omitted or misspelled. We will correct it. 

Amy Lee & Richard Perry Ruth Soder 

Cynthia Abbott Frydman Sondra McCoy Martha Rose Steincamp 

Jim & Marge Ahrens Sidney Garrett Mike McGrew G. Bessenga & Carl 

Tom O. Akin Philip Schrodt & Deborah Chris & Sandy McKenzie Strikwerda 

Helen & Dave Alexander Gerner Ross & Margaret Michael Stubbs 

Charles Allen Jim Gilkeson McKinney Robert Sudlow 

Greg & Jill Allen Roy & Marilyn Gridley Susan T. McRory Gina Sylvester 

Mary Allen Mr. & Mrs Wm. J. Griffith Ocoee & Keith Miller Orley & Toni Taylor 

Jerry Jost & Deborah Altus Lisa Jo Grossman Tim Miller Tom Brown & Margaret 

Tim & Lucia Amsden George & Susan Gurley Wm. Landon Mills Thomas 

Arthur Anderson Hub & Kathy Hall Rick Mitchell Ann Thompson 

Bob Antonio William W. & Nancy S. Michael Morley Barb Clauson & Bob 

Nancy Newlin Ashton Hambleton Clarice Mulford Timm 

Ron Manka & Linda Steven Hamburg John & Carol Nalbandian Cathy Tortorici 

Bailey Phylis Hancock National Park Service Marjorie Turrell 

Mark Barnes C.A. Hargis Marjorie Newmark U.s. Environmental 

Margaret Barnett Richard & Aisla Higgins Jerry & Judy Niebaum Protection Agency 

G. Kenneth Baum Marcia & Stephen Hill Bud Newell-OR Trail Lynn & Marjorie Van 

Alan Black Tresa Hill Adventure Co. Buren 

Lauralyn Bodle Thomas J. Hittle Howard Palmer Barbara Ashton Waggoner 

Roger & Jan Boyd Lynne & Bob Holt Verdou & Helen Parish K.T. Walsh 

Dr. Charles Brackett Kate Dinneen & Thomas William Penny Laurie Ward 

Rex & Susan Buchanan Howe R. Abner Perney Mayme Pearl Ward 

Lance Burr Rudolf Jander Julie Cisz & Bruce Plenk Robert & Martha Ward 

Dan Nagengast & Lynn Richard & Lora Johnston Rex Powell Deb Spencer-Water's Edge 

Byczynski Mr. and Mrs. Martin Jones Jim Power Rosemary Weber 

George Byers Glenn Jordan Milton Reichart Paul Weidhaas 

Allan Cigler Wm T. Kemper Bill & Erma Riley Judith Wells 
Jackson Clark Foundation Beverly & Howard Mike & Linda Wildgen 
John & Lois Clark Kelly Kindscher Rosenfeld Paul Willis 
Clark Coan James W. King Jean Rosenthal Frank Wilson 
Ann Kuckelman Cobb Ron & Carol Klataske V.L. Roush Paul & Harriet Wilson 
Lorene Cox Doug & Janet Krueger Grace Russell Sarah Woellhof 
Frank & Marie Cross Dr. Leo Lauber Robert Russell, Jr. Ron & Joyce Wolf 
John & Cindy Dalton Chris Lauver Webster Schott Don & Bev Worster 
Sarah & Ray Dean Lawrence Riverfront Plaza Elizabeth Schultz David Wristen 
Clark Duffy Factory Outlets Sam Seagraves Norm & Anne Yetman 
Myrl Duncan Al LeDoux Ed & Cynthia Shaw Joanne Bergman & Bob 
Ernie Eck Bob & Betty Lichtwardt Sandra Shaw Yoos 
Steve & Chris Edmonds Eleanor Lowe Richard Sheridan 

Dale Zinn 
Hilda Enoch donna luckey Nancy Shontz 

Marguerite Ermeling Chuck & Joey Magerl Diane Simpson 
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Kansas Land Trust Preserves Prairie Remnants 
By Kelly Barth 

This story was originally printed in the 
lAwrence Journal World. KLT thanks Kelly for permis

sion to reprint it here. 

I have arrived at many a battle
field in the eleventh hour. Specifically, I 
took an interest in prairies because I found 
out they had all but disappeared. I read 
everything I could get my hands on-
newspaper and magazine articles, Least
Heat Moon's PrairyErth, Duncan's 
Tallgrass Prairie: The Inland Sea.. On trips 
to the Flint Hills, it frustrated my room
mate Lisa and me that we could only iden
tify a few of the many roadside plants. A 
friend Allegra, who moved to Lawrence 
last year from San Francisco, heard about 
a prairie walk sponsored by the Kansas 
Land Trust and thought of us. The 
prospect of walking a prairie with a 
botanist seemed an answer to a request 
not yet even voiced. 

Once again, I joined the struggle 
to find others already working. The 
Kansas Land Trust, a nonprofit organiza
tion founded in 1990 to preserve ecologi
cally and culturally significant tracts of 
land, provides an option to landholders 
who want to protect their property from 
development. The organization now 
works in cooperation with a landholder to 
manage a virgin prairie hay meadow 
southeast of Lawrence. Vrrgin means the 
land has never been plowed. The Dorothy 
Akin Memorial Prairie will remain, 
according to the easement deSCription, 
forever a prairie. Year-round, it is open to 
the public. One thing I do know, I better 
appreciate and protect a thing if I have 
seen or touched it. 

The Akin prairie walk flyer said 
to come prepared for sun, ticks, and chig
gers. That July morning, Allegra called to 
ask what was a chigger. I told her--and I 
didn't gild the lily--that chiggers are invis
ible things that climb your legs and bur
row into you. I said that if one wanted to 
get her that it would. I talk this way to 
overcompensate for all I do not know 
about a region I have lived in so long. 

The term "prairie walk" made 
me think of walking down a mowed path 
looking at markers placed next to delicate 
plants I might step on and kill. From 
where I stood with about 30 others 
though, I couldn't see a path. Unbroken 
prairie stretched around us on all sides. It 
had baked so in the sun that it smelled like 
something in a stew pot, spicy and sweet. 
When I stood apart from the talking of the 
group, I could hear that the ground rattled 
with insects. In the Great Divorce, C.S. 
Lewis writes about people who want to 
leave heaven, because things seem too 

real. Even the grass hurts their feet. To 
understand the prairie, you must walk on 
it, let it touch your skin. 

"She's got her best dress on," 
said the landowner Tom Akin, a tiny 
farmer in a wide-brimmed hat with sus
penders holding up his yellow pants. He 
waved his arm at the green plants and 
flowers growing so thickly around him 
you could have argued that he himself 
had sprouted there. 

Kelly Kindscher, a scientist at the 
Kansas Biological Survey and vice-presi
dent of the Land Trust, emerged from the 
crowd and called us to gather around him. 
Everyone stepped carefully, cringing at 
the sound of snapping grass. 

Kelly said because hay meadows 
like Tom Akin's have never been plowed, 
they represent the best remnants of the 
once-expansive North American prairie. 
Even though Tom's land has been set 
aside as an easement, he and any future 
owner of the property will maintain full 
private ownership. With Tom's blessing, 
the Kansas Land Trust wrote an easement 
description that sets the parameters for 
allowable uses of the land. Kelly told us 
the management approach calls for a com
bination of resting, mowing, burning, and 
light grazing. 

"Mow?! Bum?!" I wrote in my 
notebook and showed it to Lisa. 

As if in answer to the sound of 
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my pencil, Kelly said that the prairie we 
stood in would be mowed for hay and 
that even though that seemed destructive, 
mowing actually would yield a healthier 
prairie. Trees would take over the tract if 
it weren't burned or mowed about every 
two years."Let's start over here," Kelly 
said. 

We lifted feet high, stepping into 
the flatness left by each other. It goes 
against the dilettante conservationist's 
grain to step on things. But as I stood still, 
plants springing back into place, worry 
gave way to the pleasure of the initiated. 
It is a wonder to be trusted to respect 
important things. 

We stood in a cluster around 
Kelly, our white paper lists of 133 species 
of prairie plants and grasses fluttering in 
the hot breeze. For many of us, the list 
represented things we hadn't known 
existed. Like me, some people carried 
notebooks and pens and tried to write and 
walk at the same time. 

When Kelly found a plant within 
arm's reach that he wanted to talk about, 
he snapped it off, holding it into the air 
while he gave its common and scientific 
name and natural history. A woman in a 
terry-cloth visor and seersucker jumpsuit 
echoed the names. If she knew a plant 
before being told, she called it out quickly, 
and Kelly echoed her. He held up a grass 
to identify it as one of the many kinds 



nicking our calves as we walked. 
"This is sedge," he said. 
"Sedges have edges," she said. 

pegged her for a schoolteacher. 
"You can read your direction by 

the Compass Plant/ Kelly said. "The 
majority of the leaves point north and 
south. If you live in the sun, it's a good 
idea to minimize your exposure to it. By 
staying vertical, the Compass Plant limits 
moisture loss." 

I looked down at the thick mat of 
plants. I could barely see my feet, white 
vulnerable knots in the grass, which 
quickly rearranged itself around me. 

"Some pioneer accounts say that 
this Big Bluestem grass grew taller than a 
man on horseback," Kelly said. People 
looked into the air about as high as they 
suspected that would be. Kelly reached 
for a plant with an unassuming yellow 
flower. "St. John's Wort. This plant is 
reputedly better than Prozac." 

The Pale Purple Coneflower, 
native only to North American prairies, is 
now known to stimulate the immune sys
tem. Kelly said this discovery has lead to 
the problem of illegal harvesting. Kansas' 
endangered species law doesn't extend to 
plants. 

In the last leg of our walk, Kelly 
located Mead's Milkweed, a plant he had
n't yet found on the easement. An endan
gered plant found mainly in Kansas, 
Mead's Milkweed is federally protected. 
The plant remains only in prairie hay 
meadows like this one. We all stood 
around its one terminal flower and 
rejoiced that it still grew here, that it 
would next year too. 

On our way back to the car, I saw 
a man stop to unload his shirt pocket 
bulging with non-native musk thistles, 
which choke out native plants. He 
crushed them safely into a drainage ditch. 

We have much to learn about 
prairies, that they are not what our pio
neer ancestors thought of as vast, unpro
ductive obstacles. With the help of the 
Kansas Land Trust, perhaps we still have 
time to understand them. 

This year's Kansas Land Trust 
prairie walk is scheduled for Saturday, June 
27. For more information, call 749-3297. 
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1997 Wildflower Walk on the Akin Prairie near Lawrence 
Photographs by Rick Mitchell 
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Make Land 
Part of Your Plan 

We invite you to include 
the Kansas Land Trust in your gift 
planning. A planned gift could 
come directly to the Kansas Land 
Trust through a will bequest, 
through an income-producing trust 
which benefits KLT, with KLT as 
beneficiary of an insurance policy, 
or many other ways. 

You can ensure significant 
land-protection through this 
method of giving. Your planned gift 
will help the Kansas Land Trust 
save more land in communities 
across Kansas. 

National Land Trust 
Rally 198 Set 

The National Land Trust Rally 
has been set for October 17 - 20, 
1998, in Madison, Wisconsin. 
This conference will be helpful 
to all who are interested in land 
trusts, land conservation, land 
use, and other topics. People 
attending will include land 
trust professionals, volunteers, 
public agency staff, attorneys, 
land owners, and other conser
vationists from across the coun
try. For more information, visit 
the Land Trust Alliance on the 
web at www.lta.org or call (202) 
638-4725. 

HAVE You EVER 

WANTED TO BE A 

HOTLINE? 

If you know Macintosh comput
ers, Filemaker Pro or 
Clarisworks, Quicklink for FAX 
and modem, or other compatible 
FAX solutions, and you want to 
serve KLT, please call (785) 749-
3297. We could use your occa
sional advice, guidance, and 
encouragement, perhaps at odd 
hours! 

~ 
Yes! Here is my annual gift of $ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 
My gift is in memory of/in honor of (circle one) (name). 
KLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses. 

My company, ,will match this contribution. 
In addition, here is my gift of $ for the KLT Stewardship Fund for long-term land moni 
toring and protection. 

DTell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
D I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 

Name ______________________________________________ _ 

Address ____________________________ _ 

City _____________________ -', Sta te ___________ _ 

Nine-Digit Zip Code _________________ _ 

Area code and telephone number ____________ _ 

To the extent alJowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable and mail 
with this form to Kansas Land Trust, P.O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~-~-~-~~~-~~~~~~-~-~-~ 
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WILDFLOWER 

WALK NOTEBOOK 
By Kelly Barth 

Every time I visit a prairie-more 
recently with notebook and plant identification 
book in tow-I learn many things. Specifically, 
I learn just how much about prairies I do and 
probably never will know. I find this simulta
neously reassuring and disconcerting. On the 
one hand, how wonderful to live near such a 
complexity. On the other, how terrifying to 
think that with each passing month more pre
cious pieces of it fall victim to the plow or bull
iozer. To corrupt a well-worn cliche, the 
prairie holds an ocean of information, and I 
find only a spoon in my hand. 

Once again, the Kansas Land Trust 
stemmed some of my fears, bought me a little 
more time. Board member Robert Russell, Jr., 
his mother Grace Russell, and his sister Betsy Jo 
Broda have donated a conservation easement to 
KLT on a 50-acre tract of land south of Topeka. 
And, for a morning, they hosted the KLT 
Wildflower Walk on their property. 

On June 27, about 80 interested peer 
pie left the pleasant yet fictitious world of air
conditioning (the forecast predicted high 90s) 
to witness the dedication of the Russell ease
ment and to walk through the plot. Ours was a 
rare assembly of current or potential friends 
and allies, and everyone knew it. ThatOs why 
it took so long for our plant ecologist guide 
Kelly Kindscher to untangle us from various 
knots of conversation to lead us to the first 
stand of plants he wanted to discuss. 

To begin, Kelly told us we stood on a 
decidedly healthy prairie, one that if we could 
imagine away all the wires, poles, roads and 
buildings hemming it in, would have looked 
much the same as it did centuries ago. 

Because I had no better method of 
_ulling out the plants I would have physical 
time to record, I jotted notes about those that 
struck a chord-plants I could smell, hear, eat, 
use to relieve pain or mention at parties to seem 
more intelligent than I am. After reading the 
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resulting odd assortment of facts, you will 
understand why I receive few party invitations. 

The lead plant, named for its leaden 
color, is a prairie legume that settlers called 
prairie shoestring because of the sound its 10-
14 inch roots made when snapped by a plow. 

Though native to Kansas prairies, the 
wavy leaf thistle increases to high proportions 
on a prairie with disturbed soil. It does, how
ever, provide essential nectar to countless but
terflies, and the stems, which taste a little like 
celery, can be harvested and eaten in a pinch. 
Unfortunately, the wavy leaf thistle's resem
blance to the non-native musk thistle means ill
informed people in charge of spraying for such 
noxious weeds, often spray it instead. 

Eastern gama grass, an indicator of 
healthy pastures, grows in moist areas. A rela
tive of com, the grass is now being examined as 
a possible alternative grain crop that would 
grow more easily in Kansas soils because of, 
among other things, its resistance to insects. 
When pressed together, its seed head looked to 
me like the closed mouth of a crocodile, but 
that's beside the point. If that description helps 
someone identity it, well then fine. 

The prairie clover collects nitrogen 
from the air and diverts it to the prairie soil, 
which is not nutritionally rich in this necessary 
element. This unassuming plant illustrates just 
one of the ways each piece of the prairie con
tributes to the health of the whole. 

The great lobelia has been used to treat syphilis. 
Not surprisingly, its Latin name is lobelia siphi
litiCll . 

Pucoon contains an estrogen-like 
substance used by Native Americans to regu
late fertility. 

Colonists relied on the New Jersey 
tea plant as a remarkably similar replacement 
for the black or green teas imported and heavi
ly taxed by England. It helped them weather 
the Boston Tea Party. Believe me, I've drunk 
New Jersey tea, and it brews into a rich, decaf
feinated drink. 

Standing among these valuable 
plants protected by the Russell easement, I 
found some remarkable people whom I will 
want to see many times, if for no other reason 
than for an exchange of encouragement. I was 
more than willing to stand in the sun, new 
rivulets of sweat rolling into my already wet 
clothes, because such a collection of people, like 
prairies, can be difficult to locate. Once found, 
both prairies and the friendships that arise 
from them, must be nurtured and preserved. 
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Stezvardsllip Notes OUTLOOK 
"How TO CHOOSE WHAT TO PROTECT" 

By Laurie Ward 

The Kansas Land Trust has a good 
problem. Landowners in increasing numbers 
are calling KLT, wanting to save their land, 
and seeing how KLT might become involved. 

Saving land, of course, lies at the 
heart of all KLT activities. And, we would 
like to protect more land than our time and 
resources currently allow. 

So, how to decide? In 1994, the 
Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors adopt
ed a written set of guidelines for selecting the 
land they would try to protect. The introduc
tion includes KLT's mission statement: "(fo 
protect and preserve) lands of ecological, his
torical, scenic, agricultural, and recreational 
significance in Kansas." And, a key sentence 
from that document reads, "KLT is obligated 
to ensure that its land protection programs 
result in real public benefits and that the land 
protection responsibilities KLT assumes in 
perpetuity can be fulfilled." The board at that 
time took the additional step of including pri
orities which helps to further narrow our 
focus. 

On page four of this issue of Stewardship 
Notes, the "Kansas Land Trust Criteria for 
Evaluating Conservation Easement Projects" 
is reprinted. During the coming months, the 
KLT Board will be reviewing and possibly 
revising criteria used for evaluating its land
saving projects. Even with criteria and prior
ities set, KLT still faces a tremendous array of 
opportunities. There's much good land in 
Kansas to save. It's a wonderful problem to 
have. 

We're pleased with our easement 
holdings, our current projects, and prospec
tive ones, too. This careful thinking out of cri
teria has served us well so far and, I believe, 
will continue to in the years ahead. 

Stewardship Notes Kansas Land Trust, Summer, 1998 Page 2 



Yes! Here is my annual gift of $ ___ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 
My gift is in memory of/in honor of (circle one) (name). [KLT will notify families or honorees of 
your gifts; please provide addresses.] 
My company, _________ ---J,will match this contribution. 

In addition, here is my gift of $ for the KLT Stewardship Fund for long-tenn land monitoring and protection. 

_ Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
_ I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 

Name 
Addre-s-s-----------------------------------------------------

City ,State __________ _ 
Nine-Digit Zip Code _________________ _ 
Area code and telephone number _____________ _ 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable and mail with 
this form to Kansas Land Trust, P.O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116. 

A survey line is straight; no river is. A river bends, curls, snakes, 
twists, shifts, shaping and shaped by the land's body. A survey line is stat
ic; no river is. Living water, it flows. It may wind and wander, rage and roar, 
but it is always journeying. Creeks, like capillaries, merge with it, spreading 
life throughout the land. A survey line is uniform; no river is. Its banks may 
be high or low, its water pure or clogged with silt or chemicals. It may be 
home to diverse fish, reptiles, insects, and mammals or a depository for 
anonymous trash. A river does not recognize survey lines. 

In his first published poem, Langston Hughes, the African 
American writer, wrote, "I've known rivers.'" If he explicitly named the Nile 
and the Mississippi in his poem, Hughes implicitly evoked the Kansas 
River, the river which runs through Lawrence, his boyhood home, affec
tionately known by those who walk its banks, canoe its waters, explore its 
sandbars, fish its shallows and rapids, as the "Kaw.'" Like Hughes, I've also 
known rivers--Michigan's clear AuSable, Missouri's swift Current, 
London's Thames, Hiroshima's ada, the Colorado, whose canyon shows us 
the scroll of time. Rivers define my personal history, but the summer Kaw 
runs through my dreams. 

A heavy, brown river, the Kaw moves steadily and sluggishly in 
the summer. Though I have seen it at heaving floodstage, tumescent and 
turbulent, in the summer, the Kaw usually appears serenely indolent. 
Slowly roiling and uncoiling, it creates ripples and swirls like immense fin
gerprints. Passing with ease, over, through, and around the whole trees 
which have stumbled into it, it shows us how to study leisure. Unburdened 
by driftwood and debris, the Kaw is easy, its currents embracing whatever 
floats upon its surface. One summer, thirty years ago, we played in the Kaw, 
swimming and splashing about. Planting myself mid-stream, with my legs 
stretched out, I felt the river nibble my bottom and bounce me about. I was 
dancing sitting down. There are few islands in this stream, but plenty of 
sandbars, the river's natural filters. Each season, the Kaw reconfigures them 
anew, casting them up from its sandy bottom into pale and fluid patterns 
and inscribing on them its signature ripples and swirls. Here beached logs 
silver, the mystery bottle comes to rest, and the great blue heron fishes. 

Bordering the Kaw in summer are 
banks of green. The branches of oaks, cotton
woods, hackberry, clusters of sandbar willows 
reach out over the river. Shrubs huddle beneath 
the trees with poison ivy, trumpet creeper, and 
grape vines knitting them together in their desire 
to clamber up into the treetops and dangle languidly from their branches. 
Paddling close to this overhang, you see that raccoons, deer, and sandpipers 
have been there before you, their footprints visible on an edge of wet sand. 
Throughout the day, summer's brilliant birds-Baltimore orioles, yellow
bellied cuckoos, red-eyed vireos, indigo buntings--appear like exotic and 
elusive fruit among thisgreenery. Come evening, as if steering clear of the 
tangle, swallows dart out over the river, skim it, rise, dip down, dimpling it, 
and rise once more creating parabolas in flight. 

Even if you travel a river from beginning to end, from source to 
ocean, you cannot see it whole. I've watched the life of the Kaw not at its 
source, the confluence of the Republican and Smoky Hill Rivers, or at its 
outlet into the Missouri between Kansas City, Kansas, and Kansas City, 
Missouri, but mostly along the 170 miles of its meandering middle stretch
es. Here it is always in process, in medias res. At mid-day, in mid-summer, 
heat hangs heavy over the Kaw. The air is paralyzed by the grasshoppers' 
raucousness; the sky bleached. A few late cottonwood catkins catch a breeze 
and spin soundlessly out high above the water. They catch the sun there 
and, for just a minute, shimmer like daytime stars over this dark and shin
ing river. Then they drop, join other drifting seeds, dead insects, a swim
ming muskrat, and journey on with the river. And as I watch the Kaw 
unfold, I've felt, as Hughes writes in the last line of his poem, "My soul has 
grown deep with the rivers.'" 

Elizabeth Schultz, The Chancellors Club Teaching Professor of English at 
the University of Kansas, author, and KLT member, explores her own 
response to the natural world in "Senses of Place, ,. a Stewardship Notes 
feature. 
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FOR THOSE WE LOVE 
Gifts to the Kansas Land Trust memorializing or 
honoring friends, relatives, or colleagues pro
vide enduring tributes and lasting effects on the 
Kansas landscape at the same time. A particu
lar program, project, or fund can bear an indi
vidual's name. If you would like to make your 
KLT gift in memory or in honor of someone 
important to you, just fill in the name on the 
appropriate line on the gift card on page 3. KLT 
notifies the next of kin about memorial gifts and 
the honoree about honorary gifts. 

H.IIII "'111 TrIll' 

P.O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

Address Service Requested 

r----------------------------, 
LOOKING FOR THAT PERFECT GIFT? 

PLEASE ESTABLISH A KLT GIFT MEMBERSHIP FOR THIS PERSON. MY CHECK IS ENCLOSED. 

(GIVING LEVELS LISTED ON PAGE 3.) 

NAME: ____________________________ _ 

ADDRESS: ___________________________ _ 

CITY/STATF/ZIP: _________________________ _ 

TILEPHONE: ___________________________ _ 

PLEASE CUP AND RETURN TO KLT. 

KLT WILL NOTIFY RECIPIENTS. L ____________________________ ~ 

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

Permit No. 190 
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Sale of Vintage Prairie Prints Will Benefit the 
Kansas Land Trust 

By Rick Mitchell 

Fred Sack, of ArtFrames in Lawrence, is offering to share a 
portion of the sales commission on a collection of Prairie Print Makers 
Vintage prints with the Kansas Land Trust. Inspired by the Land 
Trust's mission to preserve native prairie and other lands in Kansas, 
Mr. Sack has offered 20% of the sale of any of the prints to the Land 
Trust. Print prices are based on the current owner's cost (late 1980s 
values) plus the 20% Land Trust portion and an ArtFrames 10% com
mission. 

Kansas Land Trust president, donna luckey, said, "We are 
deeply appreciative that Fred Sack has chosen to support the Kansas 
Land Trust in this way. We especially appreciate the association with 
artists who have depicted the prairie." 

The offered prints are primarily vintage etchings and litho
graphs made by many of the most celebrated midwestern print mak
ers of the middle 20th century. The artists include Thomas Hart 
Benton, John Steuart Curry, John Taylor Arms, Maynard Dixon, 
Luigi Lucioni, Birger Sandzen, Margaret Wittemore, Robert von 
Neumann, Peter Hurd and others. Most of these artists were associ
ated with the Kansas-based Prairie Print Makers, which offered a sub
scription print-collecting program to the public from the 1930s to the 
1960s. The group first convened on December 28, 1930, at the studio 
of Birger Sandzen in Lindsborg, Kansas. Printer membership in the 
organization grew to approximately 100 artists. 

The prints are being offered in two groups. The largest is a 
full set of the Prairie Print Makers Gift Prints, which has a market 
value of $30,000. This group is being sold as a set only. The second 
group consists of 80 prints ranging in price from a John Steuart Curry 
lithograph of John Brown at $6,800.00 to small matted works by John 
Taylor Arms and Avis Chitwood, valued at $125.00 each. Prints from 
this group may be purchased individually. 

These items are of very high quality and are particularly 
important in the history of printmaking in the Midwest. In 1981 the 
Spencer Museum of Art at the University of Kansas mounted an exhi
bition of prints made by several of these artists whose works are in 
the museum's permanent collection. This is an opportunity for Land 
Trust friends to collect some inspiring and historically significant 
images while simultaneously supporting the work of the Kansas 
Land Trust. 

ArtFrames, 912 Illinois Street in Lawrence, (785) 842-1991 
Hours: Monday - Friday 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. or by appointment 

Above: "Com Pulling," 1952, by Clare uighton 
Below: Charter members of the Prairie Printmakers at 

Birger Sandzen's studio on January 28, 1930. 
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OUTLOOK 
1/ A PART OF THE WHOLE" 

By Laurie Ward 

In October, KLT board vice 
president Kelly Kindscher and I drove to 
Madison, Wisconsin to join nearly 1,300 
officials, landowners, and volunteers 
from hundreds of land trusts at the 1998 
National Land Trust Rally, the nation's 
largest gathering devoted to land con
servation. 

It was inspiring and stimulat
ing to meet people from 46 states in the 
U.s., Washington, D.C., Canada, Mexico, 
Costa Rica, and elsewhere who all share 
the same passion for saving lands 
important to local communities. 
Everyone was interested in everyone 
else's land projects, and people readily 
shared experiences, knowledge, and 
resources. 

The Land Trust Alliance, which 
sponsors the annual conference, released 
the results of a national census, in which 
KLT participated. All told, local and 
regional land trusts have conserved 
more than 4.7 million acres, a 135% 
increase over the acreage protected ten 
years ago. And, the number of land 
trusts has grown to 1,213, a 63% increase 
over the number of land trusts operating 
in 1988. 

Jean Hocker, president of LTA, 
said in her opening address at the con
ference, "More and more people are rec
ognizing land trusts' unique strength 
and are placing great hope in our abili
ties. Public agencies, landowners, phil
anthropists, planners, national conserva
tion organizations all are looking to land 
trusts as a new key to voluntary land 
conservation-a conservation solution 
that responds to our times and needs." 

And, in response to the 
National Land Trust Census, Ms. Hocker 
had this to say, "The last ten years have 
truly been a decade of destiny for land 
trusts, a time when these voluntary 
organizations have become an integral 
part of more and more communities 
across the nation. 

"Land trust efforts have flour
ished beca use of the deep concern of 
people everywhere over the unremitting 
loss of open space. Amid growing 
national discussion about sprawl, traffic 

woes, and the paving of America, the 
Census reminds us that all people 
want-and need-open space in their 
communities and their lives. That's why 
more and more landowners are volun
tarily committing their land to open 
space and why thousands of people are 
giving their volunteer time, energy, and 
hard-earned dollars to land trusts. As 
people drive past dreary shopping malls 
and sprawling subdivisions, as they see 
entire farms and forests lost to the bull
dozer, and even small open spaces near 
their homes disappear, they under
stand-as never before-that open 
space, once developed, is a resource we 
can never regain. 

"That's why people in commu
nities all across the country are coming 
together to try to save the best of the 
remaining open land in their communi
ties. They've discovered that, through 
land trusts, they can take an active role 
in ensuring that the world around 
them-and the world they leave to this 
and future generations-will be a better 
place. Land trusts are truly saving the 
face of America." 

Sometimes we who work for 
KLT get focused on our particular pro
jects and almost forget that we're not an 
isolated organization. The national rally 
and census remind us that, dearly, we 
are part of a greater whole. Certainly, 
taken separately, KLT has proven to be 
effective, has successfully protected a 
number of Kansas areas in their natural 
state, and has gained the support of hun
dreds of loyal members. But, when 
viewed as part of the land trust move
ment, suddenly KLT gains power. 
Remembering that our volunteers are 
among 50,000 nationally, and our mem
bers are some of the one million land 
trust members, we can begin to see the 
whole. Truly, by working locally 
through land trusts, we are conserving 
across a continent. 
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r-----------------------------------------------~ 
Take Your Pick 

The Kansas Land Trust offers one of the following for a donation of $100 or 
more (check one and send this form with your donation). 

_ Kansas Land Trust T-Shirt L, XL, XXL (circle size). Full-color design on white 
featuring an Upland Sandpiper with prairie flowers and grasses. 100% cotton. 

_ Touching the Sky by Denise Low. Essays on the history and soul of Kansas and 
the Great Plains by a Kansas poet laureate. 

Yes! Here is my annual gift of $ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 
My gift is in memory of/in honor of (circle one) (name). 
[KLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses.] 
My company, .will match this contribution. 
In addition, here is my gift of $ for the KLT Stewardship Fund for long-tenn land monitoring and protection. 
_ Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
_ I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. $ Other 

Narne ____________________________________________________ _ $5,000 Guardian 
$1,000 Steward 
$500 Protector 
$250 Caretaker 
$100 Keeper 

Address ________________________________________ _ 
City _________________________ "State ____ _ 
Nine-Digit Zip Code __________________________________ _ 

Area code and telephone n urnber ____________________________ __ $50 Sustainer 
$25 Member 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please 
make checks payable and mail with this form to Kansas Land Trust, P.O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116. 

L _______________________________________________ ~ 

You can approach slowly, dawdling, meandering. The road 
takes you there, but there's no hurry on this sun-ripened October day. I've 
driven the Snocomo Road in northern Wabaunsee County, west of 
Topeka, crossing Mill Creek and exiting at Alma, any number of times. 
Usually to show visitors from Michigan or France or Japan the sweep of 
a prairie. This day, though, I'm not the one engaged in showing; the 
light's doing all the work, and I'm eager to be swept away. 

Lining the road are summer's subdued remnants--white flea
bane, purple aster--and the dark stalks of mullen, gayfeather, and sun
flower. Rising up behind them are autumn's glorious trees-sumac's 
bloodred, the twirling yellows of locust, hackberry, cottonwood, and the 
hedge hung heavy with their phosphorescent, chartreuse balls. Beyond 
the trees, fields and hills spread out, the tint of their grasses shifting with 
morning light, the land's shape, and our perspective on the road-gold 
over green, swathes, then, of pale blonde, mauve, terra-cotta, and deep 
brown in shadowed washes. With the mottling and speckling of apples 
and pears and an occasional gash of sumac across an eastern hill. A marsh 
hawk flies in low, scanning the grasses, and overhead buzzards circle for 
life and death we can only guess at. These hills and fields and birds 
accompany us to the top. 

The road bends, and we stop. To clamber among slabs of lime
stone cast up alongside a culvert and examine the bivalves, bits of stems 
and trilobites everywhere embedded. To touch them and be touched by 
their ancient life exposed beneath this clear sun. We stop by an aban
doned schoolhouse. To kick up our heels on a swing and to pump the old 
well for a rusty drink. The students and their teacher are long gone, but 
the schoolyard pulsates with activity. A final fling before winter on this 
bright day? Grasshoppers dart in all directions; sulphurs and painted 
ladies flit wildly about; wasps buzz in and out of the belfry. Bluejays-we 

count more than thirty-scream and swarm, attend
ing to business out in front of the school in the wal
nut trees; in the back, bluebirds cavort more gen
teelly around fence posts. A sphinx-moth's green
and-white striped larva, its ferocious orange horn 
raised high in the rear, makes steady progress 
toward its destiny in the ditch among rose brambles, while a small box 
turtle toddles intrepidly out toward the road. 

Although we're getting closer, as the road continues winding, 
we stop at several creeks. Here the water rushes in silver streaks over 
smooth rocks laid down like paving stones; here it eddies in muddy 
swirls which untangle into stillness over a turqUOise pool. The shallow 
creeks are stitched together with fish no bigger than needles, with heav
ier fish lounging ponderously in deeper waters. At one spot, coin-sized 
frogs splash about, unpredictably popping up and down and supervised 
by a grandsire bull frog from a projecting rock above them. 

At mid-day, the road crests, and we know we've arrived. The 
meridian. The top of the world. And all around us, the full circumference, 
a horizon of distant hills rising to long plateaus and dropping to create a 
tranquil chart-line against the sky, yet always reaching round to connect. 
Over us the blue of infinity, about us the land's body, stretching, curving, 
revealing. Yet even here at this moment of maximum exposure, the earth 
cannot disclose its myriad truths. Looking out and up, we almost missed 
the one at our feet: a grey-blue racer, flicking its tongue, flashing its yel
low underbelly, so smoothly undulating its way down from the top. 

Elizabeth Schultz, The Chancellors Club Teaching Professor of English at 
the University of Kansas, author, and KLT member, explores her own 
response to the natural world in "Senses of Place," a Stewardship Notes 
feature. 
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WHAT KIND OF WORLD DO YOU WANT TO LEAVE TIIOSE WHO FOLLOW YOU? 

If it's important to you to do something to ensure that the next generations can enjoy a rich, natural landscape like the one you 
see today, please consider including the Kansas Land Trust in your estate plans. A planned gift could come directly to the 

Kansas Land Trust through a will bequest, through an income-producing trust which benefits KLT, with KLT as beneficiary of 
an insurance policy, or many other ways; your attorney can discuss these methods with you. Your planned gift to KLT will 

reduce the tax burden for your heirs and, after taxes, probably will not reduce the amount they eventually receive, had you not 
made this charitable contribution. And, it will increase their opportunity to benefit from the bounty and beauty of Kansas 

lands. Please check one of the estate plan boxes on the gift form printed in this newsletter to receive additional information or 
. to inform us of the plans you have already made. Thank you! 

Haasils liall lrus' 

P.O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

Address Service Requested 

John Helder & donna luckey 
1801 Indiana 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

NON PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.s. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

Permit No. 190 

FOR THOSE WE LOVE 

Gifts to the Kansas Land Trust memo
rializing or honoring friends, rela
tives, or colleagues provide end uring 
tributes and lasting effects on the 
Kansas landscape at the same time. 

KLT TO DEDICATE EASEMENT; 

MARK YOUR 1999 CALENDAR 

A particular program, project, or fund 
can bear an individual's name. If you 
would like to make your KLT gift in 
memory of or in honor of someone 
important to you, just fill in the name 
on the appropriate line on the gift 
form printed on page 3. KLT notifies 
the next of kin about memorial gifts 
and the honoree about honorary gifts. 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED BY 

VOLUNTEERS 

Thank you to the following volunteers 
who have been doing the work of the 
Kansas Land Trust: Joanne Bergman, 

Kelly Barth, Lisa Grossman, Gerry 
Prescott, Doug Mackey, Linda Lang, 

David Barnhill and Internet Kansas, Fred 
Sack and ArtFrames, Jim Mason, 

Elizabeth Schultz, Diane 
Braun. 

KLT BOARD MEMBER MOVES FROM To help KLT with mailings, 
computer assistance, or 

other projects, just give us a 
call at (785) 749-3297. Land 

trusts from coast to coast 
and from prairie to urban 
green space accomplish 

PRAIRIE TO OCEAN 
Resigning KLT board member Cathy Tortorici 

has taken the position of Clean Water Act 
Coordinator with the National Marine Fisheries 

Service in Portland, Oregon. KLT will miss 
Cathy's expertise, dedication, wit, and intelli
gence and wishes her all the best in her new 

ecosystem. 

their missions largely 
through volunteer effort. 
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The Kansas Land Trust will hold 
a brief dedication ceremony, 

beginning at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, 
April 11, to recognize Greg and 
Jill Allen of Baldwin City who, 
in 1997, granted a conservation 

easement on 162 acres of land in 
southwestern Douglas County. 

The easement now held by KLT 
ensures tha t the land will 

remain forever as farmland and 
open space. After granting the 

easement, the AlIens sold the 
property to Mike and Geneva 
McCrory, who now live there 

and who have agreed to allow 
KLT friends onto their land for 

the ceremony. Following the 
ceremony, weather permitting, 

Greg Allen will share his experi
ences with prairie restoration on 

the site. 
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Working Landscape Allowed To Work 
By Lynn Byczynski 

Thirteen hundred acres of prime Kansas 
farmland have been preserved under the terms 
of the newest conservation easement granted to 
the Kansas Land Trust. The land belongs to 
Nancy Ashton of Shawnee Mission and is locat
ed in Sumner County, near the city of Wellington, 
in south-central Kansas. 

The nine farms protected by the ease
ment have been in Mrs. Ashton's family for gen
erations. Her grandfather, president of the 
tVellington bank, acquired the land during the 

Iklahoma land rush, when Kansas farmers abandoned their 
debt-laden farms in favor of the free land being offered south of 
the state line. When mortgages went unpaid, ownership of the 
land reverted to the bank, and Mrs. Ashton's ancestors became 
owners of a great deal of the farmland in Sumner County. 

Since then, the land has been managed by a family coop
erative. It has been used exclusively for farming, primarily of 
wheat and milo. 

Sidney Garrett, the daughter of Nancy Ashton, said that 
her mother has always stressed to her family that the farmland 
should be protected and not broken up for development. So when 
Sidney, KLT Board of Directors treasurer, talked to her mother 
about KLT's mission of preserving land through conservation 
easements, Mrs. Ashton took a particular interest. 

Coincidentally, Mrs. Ashton's attorney also recommend
ed a conservation easement to help reduce estate taxes. Changes 
in federal tax laws in recent years have made conservation ease
ments particularly valuable in reducing estate taxes when the 
land in the easement is within 25 miles of a Metropolitan 
Statistical Area. The Sumner County properties qualify because of 
their proximity to Wichita. 

liThe conservation easement is a way of reducing the 
value on non-liquid assets in order to reduce tax liability," Sidney 
said. "Without the easement, these farms would have to be sold to 
come up with the estate taxes." However, the primary impetus 
for the easement was Mrs. Ashton's strong attachment to the land. 

"Whether she sells it, or whether it goes to a future gen
eration of family members, and they sell it, it won't be broken up 
so people can build houses on it. It will remain farmland," Sidney 
said. 

EASEMENT DEDICATION ON RESTORED 

PRAIRIE SET FOR APRIL 11 

By Lynn Byczynski 

The Kansas Land Trust will hold a brief conserva tion 
easement dedication ceremony, beginning at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, 
April 11, 1999, to recognize Greg and Jill Allen of Baldwin City 
and Michael and Geneva McCrory of Overbrook. In 1997, Greg 
and Jill granted a conservation easement on 162 acres of land in 
southwestern Douglas County. The easement now held by KLT 
ensures that the land will remain forever as farmland and open 
space. After granting the easement, the AlIens sold the property 
to Mike and Geneva, who now live there and who have agreed to 
allow KLT friends onto their land for the ceremony. Following the 
ceremony, weather permitting, Greg will share his experiences 
with prairie restoration on the site. 

Reestablishing a prairie is a long-term and time-con
suming process, but the effort paid off in this case. When Greg 
bought his farm in southern Douglas County in 1987, the land 
was in bad shape. The 60 acres of crop land was severely eroded, 
and the soil was hard and acidic. There were several areas devoid 
of plants, where farm chemicals had been dumped on the ground. 
About 40 acres of grazing land had grown up in scrubby timber. 
The rest of the farm is wooded . 

Working with Kelly Kindscher, vice president of the 
Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors, and an expert in prairie 
restoration, Greg developed a plan for reverting the crop and pas
ture land to native grasses. There were a few areas where native 
prairie plants had survived--"small, discouraged, but they were 

Continued on gaffe 2 
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OUTLOOK 
IILAND AND HOPE" 

By Laurie Ward 

The numbers for 1998 tell us that 
the Kansas Land Trust is moving for
ward. Membership increased from thep
revious year by 80% and contributions 
by 109%. And, the total number of con
servation easements held by KLT grew 
from four to six. 

Every KLT member helped to 
secure our two new easements this year. 
It takes all of us working together
through our contributions, volunteer 
efforts, and combined encouragement
to bring about our successes. 

Dedication- Continued from page 1 

there and could be revitalized," Greg said. 
The rest of the land would have to be 
cleared and planted with grass seed. 

In 1988, the work began. Greg 
hired a farmer to plant a cover crop of 
sundan grass to help defeat weeds and 
improve soil tilth. The cover crop was 
mowed just before it would have 
bloomed, to keep it from going to seed. 
Then it was plowed down, adding vital 
nutrients to the soil. 

In February of 1989, Greg had 
the native grass seed mixture drilled, and 
that summer Kelly and he walked the 
entire parcel spreading wildflower seeds. 
"It was a mess that first year, of course," 
Greg said. "Every weed that had been 
suppressed by herbicides came up. Kelly 
told me to spot mow when I saw some
thing that looked particularly bushy. So 
for the first two years I went out every 
two weeks and spot mowed." 

Thistles were a particular prob
lem during the establishment phase. Greg 
cut and pulled them all by hand because 
he did not want to use herbicides on the 
land. "I can still feel the thistle needles in 
my hand," he said. Although that was 
time-consuming work, Greg remembers it 
fondly. He enjoyed the solitude and the 
contact with nature. When he mowed, 
hundreds of swallows followed the trac
tor catching the insects disturbed by the 
mower. 

The Kansas Land Trust is in 
business to help landowners, their fami
lies and communities understand how 
conservation easements and other land 
protection methods work. 

At a recent board meeting, one 
of our volunteer directors offered a varia
tion on Wallace Stegner's calling wilder
ness the "geography of hope." He sug
gested that KLT was the "office of hope." 
Everyone-fa rmer, businessperson, 
landowner, public official, community 
resident-has a stake in the future of our 
Kansas landscape, and KLT will continue 
to help shape a hopeful future. 

"When I started, I thought 'This 
is never going to make it.' But by the fall 
of the third year, the grasses had outcom
peted the weeds.," he said. 

The wildflowers were less suc
cessful, except for the black-eyed Susans 
that carpet the prairie in summer, and 
about 10 acres were lost to yellow clover. 
But overall, the restoration was a success. 
When Greg and Jill decided to place an 
easement on the land two years ago, they 
specified that the prairie never again be 
plowed. The Allen farm was later sold to 
the McCrorys who were willing to abide 
by the terms of the easement. From now 
on, it is KLT's job to ensure that the hard
won prairie will remain healthy for future 
generations. 

To get to the protected farm, take 
U.s. Highway 59 south out of Lawrence; 
turn west at Douglas County 458 (the 
Lone Star Lake road). Drive past the 
north end of the lake and tum left or south 
at Dg. Co. 1029. Go south four miles; turn 
right or west onto Dg. Co. 460. Go west 3 
1/2 miles to an intersection marked 
"600N-200E." Turn back north or right 
and go 3/8 mi. The driveway is the first 
driveway on the right after turning north. 

Anyone who wants to carpool 
invited to meet at 1:30 p.m. at the far west 
edge of the Wal-Mart parking lot, 3300 
Iowa St., Lawrence. 
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r-----------------------------------------------, 
Take Your Pick 

The Kansas Land Trust offers one of the following for a donation of $100 or 
more (check one and send this form with your donation). 

__ Kansas Land Trust T-Shirt L, XL, XXL (circle size). Full-color design on white 
featuring an Upland Sandpiper with prairie flowers and grasses. 100% cotton 

__ Touching the Sky by Denise Low. Essays on the history and soul of Kansas and 
the Great Plains by a Kansas poet laureate. 

Yes! Here is my annual gift of $ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 
My gift is in memory of/in honor of (circle one) (name). 
[KLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses.] 
My company, will match this contribution. 
In addition, here is my gift of $ for the KLT Stewardship Fund for long-tenn land monitoring and protection. 
_ Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
_ I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. $ Other 

Narne __________________________________________________ __ $5,000 Guardian 
$1,000 Steward 
$500 Pro tector 
$250 Caretaker 
$100 Keeper 

Address ______________________________________________ ___ 

City ,State ___________ _ 
Nine-Digit Zip Code ____________________________________ _ 

Area code and telephone n urnber ____________________________ _ $50 Sustainer 
$25 Member 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please 
make checks payable and mail with this form to Kansas Land Trust, PO. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116. 

L _______________________________________________ ~ 

SENSES OF PLACE "WINTER FIELD" By Eliznbct/l Schllltz 

After snow, a field in eastern Kansas, Pottawatomie County, 
reveals itself to me as an ancient manuscript: fences and hedge rows, 
illuminations along the edge, and the tilled earth, visible above the 
white parchment, in long, regular lines of script. The task of reading 
remains the same for me, however, no matter the season. 

It is late afternoon. Clouds, weighted with weather, hang 
motionless overhead, and the sun, a dull lamp, gives dim light. A 
mist hovers, erasing the horizon and the singularity of distant trees 
and shadows. Without shadows, the white field with its dark mark
ings seems devoid of dimensions as well. Dried stalks of mullein and 
tufts of asters, erratic scribbles, however, signify a dip in the land, and 
point to a pond. It lies, smooth and black as obsidian, with a bit of 
snow frisking across its surface. Once, years ago, I skated over a gold
en fish stymied in a pond's black ice and ever after have wondered if 
it came to life the following spring. 

Can I read signs of life in this frozen, silent field? Where is 
the buzz and hum of summer? spring's quick flash and dazzle? fall's 
depths of color? Herman Melville suggests that "subtlety appeals to 
subtlety," and a winter field in Kansas is all subtlety. Grasses, weight
ed with snow into arches, seem indistinguishable from one another. 
Except here, a cluster of switchgrass has sprung free and cast a swath 
of yellow seeds about. Mouse tracks intersect with the seeds, creating 
tracery frivolous as lace, but indicating the creatures' anxious activi
ty against starvation. Other tracks spell out the needs of other beings 
in the snow. Tracks like precise quotation marks by the pond suggest 
that several deer were there checking for foliage, and tracks of 
padded paws, each with a wispy impression of hair trailing behind--

sure sign of speed, suggest that a coyote had 
traveled fast through this field. 

Tracks also quicken across the pale 
sky. Geese--Canada and Snow--pass in wander
ing bands; crows cavort, momentarily tearing 
up space; two red tails drift overhead in widening parabolas, restor
ing the sky to a seamless whole. A lone gull soars in and out of my 
vision. White-on-white, it seems embossed on the clouds and would 
do better against blue skies, on blue waters. Near the pond and along 
the fence, some trees stand alone, without flesh and cold in their 
skeletons, but unlike those smudged along the horizon, these stark 
limbs and trunks show particular individuals--black oaks still slight
ly skirted with a ruffle of leaves, tall walnuts with deep crotches, the 
Osage orange a bramble in itself. Contrasted with these dark config
urations are the great bare bones of the sycamores and a willow's 
drooping yellow by the pond. Unlike the human skeleton, which 
shows us all alike in our mortality, these tree skeletons, I must 
remember, run with sap as deep and invisible as the buried life of spi
ders, crickets, snakes, possums in this winter landscape. A redtail, 
perched high in the center of a cottonwood, the tree's palpitating 
heart, assures me. 

The sun dissolves. Departing the field, I leave my own 
tracks behind me to fill with evening. 

Elizabeth Schultz, The Chancellors Club Teaching Professor of English at the 
University of Kansas, author, and KLT member, explores her own response to tIle 
natural world in "Senses of Place," a Stewardship Notes feature. 
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ANNUAL ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

Please mark and return by March 31, 1999, to Kansas Land lhtst, P.O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116. 
Whereas the nominating committee has selected the persons listed below, I vote for the following to be 
retained as member-directors of the Board of Directors of the Kansas Land Trust: 

_donna luckey should be retained on the Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors and as President 
_Sidney A. Garrett should be retained on the Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors and as Treasurer 
_Bruce Plenk should be retained on the Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors 
_Beverley J. Worster should be retained on the Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors 

Kansils lia!! Trus' 

P.O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

Address Service Requested 

We Are of the Earth 
By Erika Washee 

For centuries, many people have considered the land and humans separate 
from each other. They looked at the land in monetary value, with the idea that the land 
is merely here for humans to use. This idea is becoming more and more a thing of the 
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ORGANIZATION 

U.s. POSTAGE 
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Lawrence, KS 66044 

Permit No. 190 

past. People are beginning to realize that the earth and all of its living creatures are part of a complex web of life. The Soil 
Conservation Service changed to the Natural Resource Conservation Service a few years ago. Along with the new name, has 
come a new look at conservation. Not only is soil taken into consideration but also water, air, plants, animals, and humans. 

I am currently studying Natural Resource Management at Haskell Indian Nations University. I am learning that in 
order to properly manage the land, we must begin to think of things as all being connected. Instead of separating ourselves 
from the land, we must realize that we are the land. Our bodies are made up of elements from the earth and will eventual
ly become a part of the earth again. Everything we use once came from the earth. The steak we have for dinner comes from 
the cow that ate the grass that grows from the soil, water, and nutrients in the ground. 

Humans are no different from animals; we are merely blessed with the intelligence and ability to manage the land 
and prevent the destruction of it. This is a huge responsibility that we should take very seriously. We must begin to under
stand that when we do things that are detrimental to the land, we are also hurting ourselves. By the same token, when we 
improve the land, we are helping ourselves. 

For thousands of years, Native peoples have thought of plants and animals as their relatives. They understood the 
importance of taking only what they needed and disturbing the land as little as possible. People are beginning to adapt this 
idea and are changing the ways they use the land. Realizing that we are a part of the web of life and that hurting one part 
of the web hurts us as well, will help us to manage the land in the best way, no matter what the cost. There is no amount of 
monetary value that can be placed on the land; it is priceless. It gives us life, and we should give back what we can. 

Erika Washee, Cheyenne-Arapaho, is a former NRCS student trainee and is currently a sophomore at HINU. 
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KLT Welcomes Wildflower Walkers June 13 

The Kansas Land Trust will hold its popular 
annual Wildflower Walk on Sunday, June 13, 1999, at 
2:00 p.m. The walk will take place on the beautiful Akin 
Prairie, on which KLT received its first-ever conserva
tion easement in 1994. Kelly Kindscher, plant ecologist 
and KLT vice president, will lead the walk and regale 
participants with plant stories, knowledge, and lore. 

Conservation easement donor Tom Akin rec
ommended the June date for this year. Interviewed two 
years ago during the Wildflower Walk held around the 
same time, Tom described his prairie, decked out in full 
spring splendor, "She's got her best dress on./I 

The KLT annual walk has become known as a 
time for friends and allies of the land to gather, con
verse, and enjoy a shared hour or two among tall grass-

Kelly Kindscher (left) on the Akin Prairie. 
Photograph by Rick Mitchell 

es and flowers, an increasingly rare experience in our 
age of disappearing wild landscapes. 

Walkers are advised to wear sturdy shoes, 
insect repellent, sunscreen, and a hat . KLT will provide 
free refreshments after the walk and offer t-shirts and 
books for sale. 

To reach the Akin Prairie, from K-10 east of 
Lawrence, tum south on Dg. Co. 1057. Go two miles, 
then tum west onto 1150 Road, and go approximately 
.4 mile. A gate to the prairie is on the south side of 1150 
Road; you may park along the side of the road. 
Carpooling is encouraged. 

Anyone wishing to volunteer to assist with the 
Wildflower Walk should call 785-749-3297. 
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OUTLOOK 
"BELATED HAPPY EARTH DAY" 

By Laurie Ward 

Editor's note: Earth Day, 1999, occurred 
April 24. Tom Bailey, executive director of 
Little Traverse Conservancy (Michigan) for 
nearly 20 years, sent the following e-mail to 
his land trust colleagues on the 29th 
anniversary of the first Earth Day, 1970. 

Friends, 
Well, we've made yet another 

trip around the sun since a bunch of 
long-haired kids celebrated the first 
Earth Day all those years ago. It has 
been fun over the years to stay in touch 
with some of those "kids" and the lead
ers who organized the first teach-ins 
and other events. Some of those leaders 
have gone on to serve as cabinet secre
taries, agency chiefs and other leaders 
in the halls of government. A few ran 
for office, while others taught on the 
campuses where our first demonstra
tions and teach-ins were held. Many 
have continued to grow as they work 
for the environment in one way or 
another. Some have stayed with non
profits, and some are now retired from 
their careers. And, certain ones have 
passed on. Each year we say farewell to 
a few more of the leaders, the helpers, 
the followers, and others who not only 

made Earth Dayan important event, 
but who also put heart and soul into 
protecting the beauty and integrity of 
the earth. For all those departed souls 
who dreamed wonderful dreams, 
worked hard, and breathed deeply of 
the sweet air of earth's wild and won
derful places, we say a silent prayer and 
shed a silent tear; we remember. Then, 
mindful of the dreams that we shared 
with these kindred spirits and the job 
that we all set out to do, we take a look 
out the window or a glance at a picture 
of some great wild place and then tum 
back to the continuing work that must 
be done and the dreams that must never 
be forgotten. 

Here's to those departed ones 
who shared the dream, who captivated 
our imaginations, who led us and urged 
us on. Their spirit lives, their dreams 
remain, and our souls are touched by 
theirs. 

Happy Earth Day, everyone. 
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Kansas Land Trust 1998 Honor Roll 

We offer our sincere 
appreciation to these 
friends who have 
contributed to Kansas 
Land Trust. 

Please let us know if your 
name has been omitted or 
misspelled. We will cor
rect it. 

Cynthia Abbott 
Tom O. Akin 
Helen & Dave Alexander 
Mary Allen 
Donna Oberstein & 
Ace Allen, MD 

Jerry Jost & Deborah Altus 
Tim & Lucia Amsden 
Dr. Cynthia Annett 
Anonymous 
Bob Antonio 
Ken & Katie Annitage 
Fred Sack- ArtFrames 
Nancy Newlin Ashton 
Ron Manka & 
Linda Bailey 

David Baird 
Debra Baker 
William G. Barnes 
Margaret Barnett 
Robert G. Barnhardt, Jr. 
Pamela A.R.Dobies & 

Wm.G. Bartholome 
G. Kenneth Baum 
Kat Greene & Dan Bentley 
Marybeth Bethel 
Erika Binns 
Alan Black 
Lynne Bodle 
Arden Booth 
Bette Booth 
Roger Boyd 
Dr. Charles & 

Donna Brackett 
Marilyn Bradt 
Betsy Russell Broda 
Liz Brosius 
Rex & Susan Buchanan 
Bob Schumm-Buffalo 
Bob's Smoke House 

Sharon Burch 
William H. & 

Anna F. Busby 
Henry N. Butler 
Mary E. Butterbrodt 
Dan Nagengast & 
Lynn Byczynski 

George Byers 
Magdalene Carttar 
Gene & Pam Carvalho 
Betty Jo Charlton 
Allan & Beth Cigler 
John & Lois Clark 
Clark H. Coan 
Ann Kuckelman Cobb 
George Coggins 
Pete & Sue Cohen 
Suzanne & Joseph Collins 

Stewardship Notes 

Lorene Cox 
Frank & Marie Cross 
John & Cindy Dalton 
Robert Dalton 
Daniel D. Dancer 
Coleen Davison 
Colin Dayton Stacy & 

Kim Dayton 
Sarah & Ray Dean 
Jennifer M. Delisle 
Mari Detrixhe 
Dan & Latane Donelin 
Wakefield Dort, Jr. 
Myrl Duncan 
Ernie Eck 
Steve & Chris Edmonds 
Hilda Enoch 
Corrine Martin Ervin 
Louise Farrell 
Eleanor Mackey Ferguson 
Oliver & Rebecca Finney 
James E. Fitzgerald 
Joe Bickford & 

marci francisco 
Diane Braun & 

Mark C. Frederick 
Paul Friedman 
Reva Friedman 
Amy Lee & 

RiChard Frydman 
Sidney Garrett 
Ruth Gennrich 
Philip A. Schrodt& 

Deborah J. Gerner 
Jim Gilkeson 
Helen Gilles 
Debi Gilley 
Dean & Gmny Graves 
Rachel Greenwood 
Marilyn Gridley 
Lisa Grossman 
Doug Guess 
George & Susan Gurley 
Dick Dunhaupt & 

Patti Hackney 
Chuck & Joyce Haines 
Hub & Kathy Hall 
William W. & 

Nancy S. Hambleton 
Steven Hamburg 
Phylis Hancock 
Charlotte Hargis 
Bill Hargrove 
Joe Harnngton 
Lisa Harris 
Emily Hill 
Marcia & Stephen Hill 
Tresa Hill 
Dwight & Peggy Hilpman 
Frank Yeatman & 

Eileen Hiney 
Pat Hirsch 
Thomas J. Hittle 
Thor & Elaine Holmes 
Lynne & Bob Holt 
Paul Hotvedt 
Carleen Howieson 
WesJackson 
Rudolf Jander 
Linda D. Johnston 
Richard Johnston 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Jones 
Glenn Jordan 
Maurice & Betsy Joy 
Glenn L. Kappelman 
Kelly Kindscher 
Jane Kloeckner 
Doug & Janet Krueger 
Neil-Shanberg & 

Liz Kundin 
Land Trust Alliance 
Linda Lang 

Caryn Goldberg & 
Ken Lassman 

Dr. Leo E. Lauber 
Chris Lauver 
Al LeDoux 
Betty Leech 
Bob & Betty Lichtwardt 
Carolyn E. Litwin 
Matthew & Felice Logan 
Bob & Joy Lominska 
Lois Orth-Lopes & 

Steve Lopes 
Tanya Low 
Eleanor Lowe 
John Heider & 

donna luckey 
Linda & John Lungstrom 
Michael Maher 
Janet Majure 
Marsha & Ric Marshall 
Carl Thor & Sara Martin 
Keith Martin 
Robert & Patricia Marvin 
Helen I. Ehlers & 

James E. Mason 
Carey Maynard-Moody 
Marilyn McCleary 
Linda & Tom McCoy 
Sondra McCoy 
McDonald's of Lawrence 
Sally McGee 
Ross & 

Margaret McKinney 
McKinsey & Co., Inc. 
Susan T. McRory 
Janice Melland 
Walt Babbit & 

Sandy Merrifield 
Tim Miller 
Susan Millstein 
Byron Dale Minter 
Nancy S. Mitchell 
Rick Mitchell 
Richard Morantz & 

Carolyn Micek 
Angela Candela & 

Michael Morley 
Robert Mossman 
Clarice Mulford 
John & Carol Nalbandian 
Marjorie Newmark 
Jerry & Judy Niebaum 
Rich Niebaum 
Dale Nimz 
Michael & Karen Noll 
Jim Lewis & 

Nancy O'Connor 
Oread Friends Meeting 
Gregg Galbraith Ozark 

RegIOnal Land Trust 
Howard Palmer 
Verdou & Helen Parish 
Ron Parks 
Lowell Paul 
Alison Pearse 
Galen L. Pittman 
Julie Cisz & Bruce Plenk 
Jim Power 
Johanna & Laurance Price 
Mrs. Russell Ralph 
Milton Reichart 
Linda Akin Renner 
Charles Ricklefs 
Rita Ricks 
Bill & Erma Riley 
Catherine Hale Robins 
Stanley Lombardo & 

Judith Roitman 
Jean Rosenthal 
Harold & Melissa Rosson 
VL. Roush 
Grace Russell 

Robert Russell, Jr. 
Frank Sabatini 
Jerry Samp 
John & Jane Scarffe 
Webster Schott 
Elizabeth Schultz 
Sheryl A. Schultz 
Judy Schumann 
Sam Seagraves 
Todd & Jeannot Seymour 
Ed & Cynthia Shaw 
Sandra Shaw 
Larry & Lisa Shepard 
Richard Sheridan 
Nancy Shontz 
Diane Simpson 
John M. Simpson 
Fred & Lilian Six 
Martha Slater 
Sally Slattery 
Kathleen Slaymaker 
Jean Slentz 
Bruce & Leslie Snead 
Ruth Soder 
Bill Roush- Solar Electric 
Systems of KC, Inc. 

John Solbach, Attorney at 
Law 

Martha Rose Steincamp 
Alice Steuerwald 
Sandra Strand 
John Strickler 
Gail Bossenga & 

Carl Strikwerda 
Michael Stubbs 
Bob Christensen & 

Rita Stucky 
Robert Sud low 
Edith Taylor 
Orley & Toni Taylor 
Gary & Diane Tegtmeier 
Frank Theis 
Art Thompson 
Gloria Throne 
Barb Clauson & Bob TImm 
Ruth & Austin Tumey 
Marjorie Turrell 
Bill & Kathy Tuttle 
Lynn & 

Marjorie Van Buren 
Carolyn Coleman & 

Dave Van Hee 
K.T. Walsh 
Friends of Laurie Ward 
Laurie Ward 
Mayme Pearl Ward 
Robert & Martha Ward 
Claire Waring 
Deb Spencer- Water's 

Edge 
Barbara L. Watkins 
Rosemary Weber 
Paul Weidhaas 
Sally Wells 
Bill Welton 
Byron & Eleanor Wenger 
Westport Garden Club 
Mike & Linda Wildgen 
Byron Wiley 
Paul Willis 
Frank Wilson 
Paul & Harriet Wilson 
Ron & Joyce Wolf 
Don & Bev Worster 
David Wristen 
Glen Yager 
Nonn & Anne Yetman 
Mike & Beth Yoder 
Joanne Bergman & 

Bob Yoos 
John & Tudy Haller 
Fran Zillner 
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Names of people memori
alized or honored by gifts 
to KLT are followed by 
donor names. 

IN MEMORY OF 

Dorothy Akin 
Tom 0. Akin 

William A. Binns 
Erika Binns 

Katie Dalton 
Robert & Martha Ward 

E. Raymond Hall 
Hub & Kathy Hall 

Dennis Johns 
Ken & Katie Armitage 

Timothy Mitchell 
Nancy S. Mitchell 

Rosemary Roush 
VL. Roush 

Robert E. Russell, Sr. 
Betsy Russell Broda 

Alice C. Sabatini 
Frank Sabatini 

Bill Ward 
Margaret Barnett 
Jane Kloeckner 
V.L. Roush 
Ruth Soder 
Martha Rose Steincamp 
K.T. Walsh 
Mayme Pearl Ward 

IN HONOR OF 

Margaret Barnett 
LAurze Ward 
Robert & Martha Ward 

Lavonia B. Dayton 
Colin D. Stacy & 

Kim Dayton 

Kelly Kindscher 
Corrine Martin Emin 
Helen Gilles 
Lynne & Bob Holt 
Keith Martin 

The Russell Family 
Maurice & Betsy Joy 

Laurie Ward 
Margaret Barnett 
Friends of LAurie Ward 
Mayme Pearl Ward 

Robert, Martha, & David 
Ward 

LAurie Ward 

Mayme Pearl Ward 
LAurie Ward 
Robert & Martha Ward 
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Yes! Here is my annual gift of $ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. I My gift is in memory of/in honor of (circle one) (name). I 
KLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses. I My company, will match this contribution. I 
In addition, here is my gift of $ for the KLT Stewardship Fund for long-term land monitoring and pro-

I tection. I 
Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. $ Other I I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. $5,000 Guardian I 

$1,000 Steward 

I Name $500 Protector I 
Address $250 Caretaker 

I City 'state $100 Keeper I 
Nine-Digit Zip Code $50 Sustainer 

I $25 Member I 
Area code and telephone number ______________ _ 

I To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable and mail with I 
this form to Kansas Land Trust, P.O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 L _______________________ ~ 

Kansas Lan~ Trusl 

P.o. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

Address ServICe Requested 

In writing about Walden, perhaps Thoreau had the last word 
on ponds. But perhaps his was just the first word, and he only meant to 
suggest some ways in which we might look at ponds in our own places. 
His de, criptlOn of spring coming to Walden--Iike the Earth stretching, 
waking, being made anew--made me want to see spring coming to a 
Kansas pond. I chose the pond in the Fitch Natural History Reservation 
in Jefferson County as the ,Place where I might best see sprmg "put forth 
its green blade to eternity. 

According to the Fitch Reserve information brochure, its pond 
was built in 1940, has a silt bottom, and in 1951 "was dredged to a depth 
of ten feet." It lies at the confluence of two ravines beneath sloping lime
stone ridges to north and east. You approach the pond from the south
west through low, greening woods of honey locust and Osage orange. 
On the surrounding shrubs--gooseberry, coral bush, bristly greenbrier-
smail leaves unclasp their fingers before your eyes, and the tiny yellow 
dogtooth violets, blooming everywhere, are warm sun motes momen
tarIly held to the moist earth. Redbud drifts across the green. 

Walden, like the loons who dove out of sight under its surface, 
eluded Thoreau. Although he never could discover the pond's precise 
depth, he revelled in its mysteries. The depth of Fitch's pond may be 
known, but its shoreline appears a tangle, impossible to walk or draw. It 
seems to shift in its irregularity. Shagbark hickories and oaks--chestnut 
and black--on the bank nave been undermined and are fallen at cross 
purposes along the shore; while young trees struggle up through the 
branches of their fallen elders, raccoon grape vines and VIrginia creeper 
wind about them all. Beavers have created thickets on the pond's edge, 
piling up tree trunks and branches to give it a matted, unshaved appear
ance and to give themselves dark dens. Pointed stumps and tell-tale 
gnawing on trees rim the pond, revealing a history of beaver enterprise. 
Algae undulates in green masses out into the pond from its banks. We 
question whether thIS green nourishes the pond's aquatic life--red shin
ers, snapping turtles, water snakes--or, deceptively, signifies its gradual 
eutrophication. 

Thoreau knew that "Walden was 
dead and is alive again" when he heard its ice 
booming. If there was ice on Fitch's pond this 
winter, it has long since melted . We heard 
instead a medley ofbirdsong--cardinals, robins, 
phoebes--with drumming red-headed and 
downy woodpeckers improvising against it. 
They heralded our vision of the pond itself--a 
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shining through the trees. And from its center a rising racket as eight 
pintalls, catchmg wind of us, lifted from the surface with beating wings 
and screechings. 

We stood, more quiet it seemed, than woods or pond, for the 
world was quickening about us. Following the ducks' departure, the 
pond's surface resumed a windless placidity. Yet insects were spinning 
and stitching their way across it, weaving and unweavin9 their particu
lar destinies. Bull frogs hurtled themselves from the pond s edge into the 
water with bombast. Very splashy! And there, heading for the opposite 
shore were two muskrats, their wakes intersecting noiselessly behind 
them to form an expanding "M." We translated it as "miracle"; they, 
however, were simply minoing their spring-time affairs. 

Thoreau praises ponds because in their reflection they show 
us a bit of heaven; a Kansas prairie pond out in the open might suggest 
this possibility, but this Kansas woodland pond, silted in and partially 
canopied with trees, appears as gleaming obsidian. It suggests the glow 
of darkness--even in the day. 

Elizabeth Schultz, The Chancel/ors Club Teaching Professor of English at the 

University of IVInsas, author, and KLT member, explores her own response to 

the natural world in "Senses of Place," a Stewardship Notes feature. 
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Land Trusts Make the News 
Stories about land trusts appeared 

within the past few weeks in two national pub
lications-The Chronicle of Philanthropy and 
The Wall Street Journal. 

TI,e Chronicle of Philanthropy 
The July 29, 1999, Chronicle article, 

"Preserving Open Space for the Ages," by 
Stephen G. Greene, says land-preserving orga
nizations, like the Kansas Land Trust, "have 
emerged from the placid backwaters of the con
servation movement to become its fastest-grow
ing element." Greene cites examples of small 
land trusts successfully combining to represent 
regional concerns and other land trusts forming 
for specialized purposes, such as ranching in 
Colorado. 

Land trusts are becoming key players 
in many communities' struggles to preserve 
open space from development, and they're wel
comed as partners by a wide spectrum of 
groups, including government agencies-an 
interest of KLT. Land trusts offer an appealing 
private-interest influence to government solu
tions to environmental problems. 

Land trusts are catching the eye of 
grantmakers, too. In the words of Hooper 
Brooks of the Surdna Foundation of New York: 
"Land conservation is one of the ways people 
start to get involved in a broader set of systemic 
issues. Saving private land in a way that does
n't have to involve government puts [land 
trusts] in a place where they have huge poten
tiaL" 

Land Trust Alliance president Jean 
Hocker explained it another way, "When you 
put your money into land protection, that dif
ference is on the ground forever. I sense that 
more foundations are taking a look at what 
their role might be." 

Land trusts can help shape a vision 
for the future . Peter Forbes, formerly with the 
Trust for Public Land, says, "Even if we had all 
the money available to buy land, we could not 
effectively compete with America's consumer 
culture. We ought to be doing land projects that 
espouse values, that help people see that there's 
another way of living on the planet. We can't 
just be technicians. Our work has to change the 
way people live their lives, or there's no point 
in our doing it." 

The Wall Street Journal 
The August 9, 1999, The Wall Street 

Journal piece, "Your Money Matters," by Lynn 
Asinof, reviews income, property, and estate
tax savings which property owners can enjoy 

through land preser
vation But, it makes 
the point that 
landowners are moti
vated to grant conser
vation easements firs t 
through their love of 
the land. 

A conserva-
tion easement can cut 
the value of property 
by prohibiting certain 
development rights. 
These rights are given 
to a nonprofit charita
ble organization, such 
as the Kansas Land 
Trust. The same value 
is then deducted from 
the market value for 
estate tax purposes. 

The gift of a 
conserva tion ease
ment is also a charita
ble donation which 
the donor can deduct 
from income taxes. 

In some 
cases, people can 
reduce their local 
property taxes. A 
spokesperson from a 
New England land 
trust commented that 
conservation ease
ments do not impede 

(Above) Kansas Land Trust 
board members Bruce Plenk 

(L) and Myrl Duncan (C) talk 
with Steve Wharton at ti,e 

Wildflower Walk on June 13. 

future sales. 
The Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 

included modification to the American Farm 
and Ranch Protection Act. The new law allows 
an executor to elect to exclude up to 40% of the 
value of land subject to a qualifying conserva
tion easement from a decedent's estate for fed
eral estate tax purposes, if the land is within a 
25-mile radius of a national park, a wilderness 
area, or a Metropolitan Statistical Area. Again, 
however, most donors of conservation ease
ments say leaving a lasting mark remains their 
strongest incentive. One donor was quoted: 
"While we are here, we have the right to affect 
what happens to this land in perpetuity. That is 
a great power and a great right." 

1998 Law Brings Additional Benefits to Heirs 
Section 6007 (g) of the Internal Revenue Act 
(HR 2676), signed into law on July 22, 1998, 
extends the estate tax benefit in a new way. 

Under this proviSion, where a landowner has 
died without having donated a conservation 
easement, the heirs may be allowed to elect to 
donate a conservation easement on the inherit
ed lands to reduce the taxable value of their 
estate by the value of the easement. In effect, it 
alIows post-mortem donations (those made 
after the death of the landowner) to qualify for 
a deduction from the taxable value of the estate 
under section 2055(f) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. 

Contact the Kansas Land Trust for a 
copy of the 1997 and 1998 tax law changes. For 
information about tax law pertaining to land 
preservation, visit www.stevesmalLcom on the 
web. For general land trust information and for 
more resources, see the Land Trust Alliance site, 
www.lta.org. LTA is the national umbrella 
organization for land trusts. 

http:www.lta.org
http:www.stevesmall.com
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The Kansas Land Trust is a nonprofit 
organization which protects and pre
serves lands of ecological, historical, 

scenic, agricultural, and recreational sig
nificance in Kansas. KLT works coopera
tively with landowners, other organiza
tions, and individual citizens to perma
nently save natural features in Kansas. 
As a land trust, the organization uses a 
variety of long-term protection mecha-

nisms but primarily accepts conservation 
easements from willing landowners. 

KLT supports opportunities for reason
able growth while conserving the unique 
natural and cultural resources of Kansas. 
KLT's work is funded by memberships, 
grants and special gifts. Stewardship 

Notes is available to contributors or for 
a $25 annual subscription. 

Board of Directors 

donna luckey, President 
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Rick Mitchell, Secretary 
Sidney A. Garrett, Treasurer 

Sarah Dean 
Myrl Duncan 

Marsha Marshall 
Bruce Plenk 

Robert Russell, Jr. 
Diane Simpson 

Beverley J. Worster 

Laurie Turrell Ward, Executive Director 
Amy Trainer, Legal Intern 

OUTLOOK 
"FOR THE LOVE OF THE LAND" 

By Laurie Ward 

I hear and read repeatedly that landowners 
who donate conservation easements to orga
nizations like the Kansas Land Trust do so 
because they love the land and want to see it 
preserved. A review elsewhere in this issue of 
Stewardship Notes of a recent Wall Street 
JID,u:nM article about land trusts makes the 
point that, while tax incentives exist, the 
donors' first motivation is for the sake of the 
land itself. These people understand that 
every disappearing parcel of open space 
somehow diminishes the people who live in 
that community. Unplanned development 
can disrupt the character of local landscapes 
and along with it, a sense of place or connec
tion to the land. 

At the National Land Trust Rally '98, we 
heard William Cronon, author and University 
of Wisconsin professor, speak on "Saving 
Nature, Saving Ourselves." Here are excerpts 
from his remarks at the rally: 

"If we seek to preserve broader portions of 
the American landscape in an effort to protect 
our country's biological diversity, we cannot 
help but ask what it is that we and our fellow 
citizens love about this place. 

"In asking 
that ques
tion, we will 
discover 
that there are many answers, and our special 
challenge will be to try to make those differ
ent answers work together so that they pOint 
toward one end, which is maintaining the 
diversity and integrity and beauty of the land 
we love. Such emotions are not analytically 
rigorous, but they have been the wellsprings 
of nature conservation throughout American 
history. As we enter the new millennium try
ing to shape human communities that respect 
regional landscapes and protect their biologi
cal diversity, we must never lose sight of this 
one simple truth which Aldo Leopold articu
lated so well: the places we save are the 
places we love. 

"If we can foster that sense of respect and 
love for the land, we'll succeed in preserving 
much more than just biological diverSity. 
Indeed, it is only through the love of the land 
that is so well embodied in the work of every
one in this room that we will finally save not 
just nature, but ourselves." 

She Puts Her Art Where Her Heart Is 
By Kelly Barth 

I don't know how, but Lisa 
Grossman senses changes in barometric pres
sure. I know; I live with her, and I've seen her 
throwing canvases, easel, food, water into her 
red truck, so she can drive to the edge of town 
or the Flint Hills and paint the sky and open 
land as a storm approaches that she heard 
coming before anyone else did. One of the 
resulting paintings, Chase County Lake -
Yellow Light #1, now appears on the Kansas 
Land Trust's new note cards which are a steal 
at $10 for a pack of five. 

A native of Slippery Rock, 
Pennsylvania, Lisa has always painted, always 
preferred outside to inside. She sold her first 
work at seven-sketches of cartoon characters 
drawn on the back of scoresheets which people 
bought for a dime at the bowling alley during 
her parents'league night. Now, Lisa's work is 
for sale at the Dolphin Gallery in Kansas City 
and the Gallery at Cottonwood Falls. This fall 
she will have a show at the Birger Sandzen 
Gallery in Lindsborg and, in the fall of 2000, 
another show at the Dolphin. 

The Kansas landscape caused her to 
paint in earnest. She thought her paintings 
had nothing to do with politics; that is, until 
she saw the open places she loved disappear
ing in a wake of subdivisions, strip malls, and 
parking lots. "r was raised in a rural area and 
just took open space for granted," she said. "I 
love living in Lawrence because I just drive 10 

minutes and I'm in the country again. It may 
sound incredibly selfish, but when I saw the 
development around Lawrence, it seemed like 
~ open spaces were disappearing." 

That's when she talked to KLT exec
utive director, Laurie Ward, about defraying 
the printing costs for the KLT note cards. "I've 
given money to other environmental organiza
tions, but working with the Land Trust on this 
project meant I could participate directly. It 
was a great way to combine what I love doing 
with a cause I felt strongly about." All pro
ceeds from the sale of the note cards go to the 
Kansas Land Trust. 
(Order infonnation on Page 4) 
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Take Your Pick The Kansas Land Trust offers one of the following 
for a donation of $100 or more (check one and send this fonn with your donation). 

_ Kansas Land Trust T-Shirt L, XL, XXL (circle size). Full-color design on white featuring 
an Upland Sandpiper with prairie flowers and grasses. 100% cotton. 

_ Touching tlu Sky by Denise Low. Essays on the history and soul of Kansas and the Great 
Plains by a Kansas poet laureate. 

_ KLT Note Cards featuring a color photograph of Lisa Grossman's painting, Chase County 
Lake- Yellow Light 11. Blank inside. 

Yes! Here is my annual gift of $ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 
My gift is in memory of/in honor of (circle one) (name). 
IKLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses.] 
My company, ,will match this contribution. 

In addition, here is my gift of $ ____ ____ for the KLT Stewardship Fund for long-term land 
monitoring and protectIon. 

$ ___ Other 
Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

$5,000 Guardian 
$1,000 Steward 
$500 Protector 
$250 Caretaker 
$100 Keeper 

~arne __________________________ __ 

~ ~~_re_s_s __________________ _J.state ___________ _ 
~ine-Digit Zip Code __________________________ _ $50 Sustainer 

$25 Member Area code and telephone nurnber ______________ _ 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please 
make checks payable and mail with this form to Kansas Land Trust, P.O. Box 1116, Lawrence, 1<5 66044-8116. 

L _______________________________________________ ~ 

On a map, the upper northeast comer of Kansas looks like a dog got hold 

of the state, drawn to a near perfect rectangle by nineteenth-century surveyors. The 

county in that comer is Doniphan; it's the Missouri River which makes the ragged 

hypotenuse of Kansas' only triangular county. 

Stretching across the lower part of the county from the Missouri and into 

Union township is Independence Creek, named by Lewis and Clark, when they 

camped there on July 4, 1804. A tracery of smaller rivulets springs from this tribu

tary of the Missouri to thread and twist through Union township'S hard limestone. 

Supplemented by fresh springs, these rivulets flow clear, rippling across stones, 

deepening and darkening beneath the stone shelves at certain curves. Trees, in 

heavy leaf in mid-summer, clasp branches over them in arches, keeping the sun 

above, the shade within below. The cottonwoods, some hickories, hackberries, wal

nuts, paw-paws, and buckeyes seem large enough to have been standing when the 

Lewis and Clark party passed this way. 

Water and rock create a diversified landscape here. Though you can take 

a stand on a high road and pivot about beneath the dome of summer sky to gaze at 

the earth's full circumference, immediately on departing, you dip into a dell . The 

view from the high road is a circular crazy quilt of smaU, bright fields--corn, milo, 

soybeans, hay, grasses--many sloping, intersected by woods; they are stitched 

together by two-track roads and the rivulets meandering lines of glistening green 

and edged by distant trees and the necessary ornamentation of an occasional grain 

elevator or church steeple. Because bristly greenbrier and poison ivy, in addition to 

rocks and copperheads, inhibit your passage along one of the waterways, you 

choose a road, which has, of course, its own rocks and rattlers. 

More rut than road and crossed by seeping springs, it goes up ridges and 

down, and you go slow. Going slow, you are dazzled by 

wayside intricacies. A buzz of unseen insect connects the 

overhanging trees with the shrubs, grasses, and flowers 

below. Here, as in the fields are clumps of yellow--partridge pea, blackeyed susan, 

the season's first goldenrod-with vibrant accents of magenta and lavender--verbe

na, Baldwin ironweed, bluebells. Going slow, you can pause for dragonflies--blue 

darner, white tail, four-spot skimmer--pleased by the presence of trickling waters. 

As if this weren't wonder enough, an indigo bunting, winged sapphire, embroiders 

this wayside tangle in its quick flight. 

Settled between two ridges is a three-story stone house, a stone spring 

house adjacent, chicken coops, horse bam, and hay bam. Abandoned. The stones, 

you learn, are two feet deep and were cut from the ridges over years in the late nine

teenth century by the Bavarian landowner, who chose the site, not for its rich soil or 

flat land, but because it reminded him of his lovely native place. The stone still holds 

his chisel marks, and the fenestration is stately. Vestiges of day lily and peony 

blooms ring the porch; they intermingle wildly now with mullein and goat's beard. 

It's a story too common; in the 1960s, the brother and sister, who farmed here, died, 

and cousins now visit the property once a year during hunting season. On the ridge 

behind the bam, prairie grasses, never plowed, shimmer in the heat. A sudden 

swoop of bam swallows interrupts the stillness. Abandoned, but not emptied. While 

past lives continue to be transformed, the sun and water, the earth and air vibrate. 

Elizabeth Schultz, The Chancellors Club Teaching Professor of English at the University of 

Kansas, autlwr, and KLT member, explores her own response to the natural world in "Senses 

of Place," a Stewardship Notes feature. 
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KLT LEADERSHIP CHANGES 

The Kansas Land Trust welcomes two new Board of Directors members, elected in 
1999. Bruce Plenk, a native Utahn, is an envirorunentallawyer and law professor 
at Washburn University. He is interested in wilderness preservation, sustainable 
planning, and developing commtmity. Bev Worster, an educator, formerly a 
teacher at Lawrence High School, now works independently on a variety of pro
jects. She is also the current president of Douglas County Preservation Alliance. 
Lynn Byczynski, a board member since 1995, decided n.ot to seek reelection this 
year in order to pursue other interests. KLT acknowledges her outstanding contri
butions to the organization. 

Seventy-five people enjoyed cool weather on 
!Ilne 13, 1999, as conservation easement 
donors Tom Akin, Linda Akin Renner, and 
Larry Akin welcomed them for the annual 
Kansas Land Trust Wildflower Walk, led by 
plant ecologist Kelly Kindscher on the 
Dorothy Akin Memorial Prairie east of 

tiaisis LIlli Trus' 

P.O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

Address Service Requested 

The Kansas Land Trust 

is pleased to offer note cards 

featuring the painting 

Chase County Lake,-Yellow Light #1 
by Lisa Grossman 

To order the KLT cards send $10.00, 
which includes sales tax, for each five
pack, to the Kansas Land Trust. Please 
indicate clearly the number of packs of 
cards you wish to order and your name 

and mailing address with zip-code. 
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PLEASE AND THANK You 
KLT can't help but keep a wish list of needed equipment and potential volunteers: (1) 
A simple, plain-paper FAX machine, (2) a personal copy machine, (3) a Quark Xpress 
expert who would like to design and edit our newsletter, (4) a long-term assistant. If 
you can help with any of the above, please call 749-3297. Thank you to Amy Trainer, 
Linda Lang, Erika Washee, Jim Mason, Ernie Eck, David Barnhill and Internet Kansas, 
Steve Wharton, Carleen Howieson, Lisa Grossman, Kelly Barth, Beth Schultz, Nancy 
Mitchell, Margareta O'Connell, Bette Booth, Carol Armstrong, Steve Case, Tom Baker, 
Brad Levy, and Diane Braun for your recent devoted efforts for KLT. 

KLT SETS NOVEMBER WORK DAY 

The Kansas Land Trust has set Saturday, November 13, 1999, from 9:00-noon, 
as a work day, when members and friends can help with prairie management 
and learn about the prairie ecosystem at the same time. A property with a 
KLT conservation easement just north of the Lawrence-Lecompton turnpike 
exit recently sold to Steve and Stevana Case. Steve directs the Kansas 
Collective Research Network at the University of Kansas and has spent twen
ty years as a biology and stu-
dent naturalist teacher. He 
will lead a prairie walk that 
morning, and the Cases will 
provide coffee and bagels to 
volunteers. Call KLT for 
more information. 

PRAIRIE FOR SALE 
Conservation buyers should contact the 

Kansas Land Trust, if interested in purchasing 
a property in Wabaunsee County, which will 
include a conservation easement protecting 
twenty acres of high-quality native prairie. 
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KLT Protects Douglas County Landmark 
Hortense C. "Tens ie" Oldfather 

has donated a conservZltion easement on 
sixty acres in Douglas Coun ty to the 
Kansas Land Trust. The easemen t will for
ever preserve a well-known Douglas 
Coun ty landscape feature, a forested hill 
south of the Wakarusa Ri ver and east of 
Clinton Lake. The hill has been referred to 
as Shepherd's Hill, after all. early area fam
ily who bought the property in 1863. The 
land possesses eco logical, ed uca tiona I, 
scenic, historic, agricu ltura l, and open 
space conservation values of importance to 
people of the county and state . 

Tensie outlined permitted farm 
ing practices in the eil-;ement deed, as the 
property includes ~()il identified as "prime 
farmland," by the U.s. Department of 
Agriculture Natural Resource 
Conservation Service. 

Tensie and her late husband 
Charles H. "Charley" Oldfather, Jr., pur
chased the property in 1 Sl53 after he had 
taken a position teaching ZIt the University 
of Kansas Law School. Charley later 
beGlme General Coun-;el of the University. 
In the circa 1857 native li mestone house, 
the Old fathers raised seven chi ldren of 
their own as we ll ,IS a number of children 
they met through the juvenile court sys
tem. 

Over the years, the Oldfather 
bmily kept cows and horses, gardened, 
llnd were active in 4-H. Each family mem
ber had a fllvorite place on the Illnd to walk 
or sit and think. 

About a year ago, Tensie began 
planning a move into Lawrence. When 
faced with the possibility of the land's 
passing out of the family, she and her chi l
dren took a serious look at the va lue of this 
open space they had enjoyed. They knew 
that even if nne day they se ll the property, 
they wanted to protect the land from ever 
being divided up for houses. For now, 
Tensie rents out the house and land. One 

TCllsie Old/atlter, ill her mral DOllglas 
COllnty home, reflects 011 the cOlin try lift· 

she and her family shared. 

or more of her offspring mlly eventually 
return to the homestead. But whether 
or not this h(lppens, KLT will see that 
the land is forever preserved in its na t
ural stZlte. 

Tensie and Charley, long-time 
generous KLT members, were influ
enced by a neighbor many years ago 
who remarked that a person doesn' t 
own land but serves aw hile as its care
taker. 

"I can't anymore, so KLT will 
do it for me," Tensie said, summ ing up 
why she has placed the easemen t on her 
land . 

SUDLOW 
~.'.f' [ll:- V(:.~ .. :w..."h)(· 

" ."1. Kans;.s !;,r.J".:«p~~," t fr,8 

11,is poplIlar poster from tl: e late 19705 featllres a painting of tI,e higltest point in Douglas 
County by Lawrence landscape artist Robert SlIdlow. The IIill in til e pail/til/g, "A Kal/sas 

landscape, " is IIOW protected by a cOllservatiol/ easemellt dOl/a ted to tile Kal/sas Land 
Tn/st by Tel/sic Oldfatlter. 
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OUTLOOK 
"A PERMANENT RELATIONSHIP" 

By Laurie Ward 

This is a story about the irresistible 
pull to humans of land in its natural state. 

Steve and Stevana Case recently 
moved to Ltlwrence for teve to take the posi
tion of Director at the Kansas Collaborative 
Research Network at the University of 
Kansas and Stevana to go to work with 
Dou~las County Hospice. The Cases had not 
thought they would purchase a house in 
Lawrence. That was nothing new; they had 
never owned a hous in their lives. A biolo
gist, Steve had worked for 12 years as 
Director of the Prairie Center in Olathe. The 
Cases had made their home from 1985 - 1997 
in the caretakers' cottage Ulere, with Steve 
responsible for managing the 300-acre enter, 
40 acres of it virgin prairie. 

Fate, however, intervened, as it has 
a way of doing. The Cases, settled in rented 
quarters in Lawrence, started their new jobs. 
At work, Stevana met Nadereh Nasseri, who 
happened to tell Stevana that she had a house 
for sale on land near Lecompton which 
included a native prairie Ulat was preserved 
under a conservation easement held by the 
Kansas Land Trust. The Cases had met their 
destiny. What more fitting people could buy 
this property than some who had a career 
background in prairie-watching? How could 

KAW RIVER NOTE 
CARDS AVAILABLE 

they h,we 
resisted? They couldn't (never mind the fact 
that the small house Nadareh h,ld built was 
"made for" the Cases, now empty-nesters). 

Steve stated that he and Stevana 
were attracted to buying this land precisely 
because it hdd a KLT conservation easement 
on it. KLT for its part is thrilled that such 
knowledgable stewards have come to this 
land . An understandable question is, "Will 
my land sell in the future, if it is encumbered 
by a conservation easement?" The Kansas 
Land Trust response is that not only will 
many buyers not be deterred by conservation 
stipulations on land they want to buy, some 
special individuals, like Steve and Stevana 
Case, will actually be attracted to land under 
conservation easement, onfident of their 
roles as protectors. 

This particular preserved praIrIe 
has now passed to the third landowner since 
the original drafting of the conservation ease
ment, a reminder again that once KLT accepts 
an easement, it has entered into a permanent 
relntionship with the land. This is our work. 

Kansas Land Trust is 

pleased to offer its second 
set of Lisa Crossman note 
cards. The new card fea

tures a color reproduction of 
"Bend ;n till' Kaw-Jallllan;." 
Tn order this set or the first 
set, /lClwsc COllnty Lake

Ycl107t Light #1," send 

$10.00 for each fi ve-pack 
with envelopes to the 
Kansas Land Trust. Please 
indicate (1) the number of 
packs; (2) which image; (3) 
your name and mailing 
address with zip code. 

Landowner Steve Case, left, alld Haley Smith, a South /Ilnior 
High fresllmall from Lawrellce, clear bntsh from a native 

prairie protected by a conservatioll casement dllr;llg a KflllSaS 
La"d Tntst work day, November 13. 
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--- ------------, 
Take Your Pick The Kansas Land Trust offers one of the following for a donation 
of $100 or more (check one and send this form with your donation). 

_ Kallsas Land Tn/st T-Sltirl L, XL, (circle size). Full-color design on white feClturing an Upland 

Sandpiper with prairie flowers and grasses. 100% cotton. 

_ TOllCltillg the Sky by Denise Low. Essays on the history and soul of Knl1sas (lnd the Great Plains 

by a Kansas poet laureate. 

_ KLT Note Cards featuring a color photograph of Lisa Grossman's painting, Cltase County Lake- Yellow 

Liglzt #1. Blank inside. Envelopes included. 

_KLT Note Cards featuring a color photograph of Lisa Grossman's painting, Bctld in the Kaw-Jalwary. Blank 

inside. Envelopes included. 

Iryes:-::e';i'sM~ 
k .' My gift is in memory of/ in honor of (circle one) (name). ~:~ 

. [KLT will no tify families or honorees of your g ifts; p lease prov ide addresses.] r~ 
My company, ,will miltch this contribution. 

[n addition, here is my gift of $ ________ for the KLT Stewardship Fund for long-term land 
monitoring and protectIOn. 

$ ___ Otlzer 
Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Tnlst in my estate plans. 
I h'lVe provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my esta te plans. 
Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

$5,000 Guardia" 
$1,000 Steward 
$500 Pro tector 
$250 Caretaker 
$100 Keeper 

Name 

~ 
Addre-ss -------

CitY ____________ --J,State ___________ _ 
Nine-Digit Zip Code __________________ _ 
Area code and telephone number _______________ _ 

$50 Sustainer 
$25 Member 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations of land or conserva tion easements are tax-deductible. Please 
make hecks payable and mail with th is form to Kansas Lmd Trust, P.O. Box 111 6, L1wrence, KS 660-14-8116. 

This is a familiar trail, one we've taken in May when the 
whip-poor- wills were sighing and the wild irises glowing in the dusk, one 
we've taken in December when our tracks accompanied the punctuation 
marks of deer and mice in the snow. Late aftemoOll, mid- fall, coming 
between spring's myriad exuberant awakenings and winter's subtleties on 
the trail west of Douglas County's Clinton Lake, is a suspension between 
ripening and deteriorating. It's walnuts, hickory nuts, hedge apples hanging 
heavy in trees; it's oak leaves w;lnderillg ill the air, experimenting with flight 
before settling down in to earth; it's a smell- the fermenting of fungus , 
leaves, scat, damp into the dark molasses of life. 

The trail took us first through trees, a diverse woods of 
oaks- white, red, black, and chinquapin- honey locust, shagbark hickory, 
and hackberry. Naked, they showed off the characteristic wrinkles and 
ridges of their skins and their spines. A few still held on to their leaves, nei 
ther green nor flaming now, for the primary olors don't play out in these 
mid-autummll woods; their leaves seemed rusted, bronzed, copper-the 
colors of old metals. Individual trees, however, prepared for change in dif
ferent ways: the veins in the leaves of one white oak sti ll coursed with blood, 
and a single red o;lk wore Joseph's coat-of-many colors, each leaf a palette 
of mu ltiple hues. Nearby, though unseen, a congress of crows kept up a cau
cusing. 

We continued following the trail, climbing up and over stone 
fences, laid at the end of the last century to :Iesignate the boundaries of 
farmsteads, up and over lichened rock ledges. Snakes, we knew, had already 
coiled down in the darkness under these ledges. At th top w were out of 
the woods' intricate density. At the edge of an open meadow. At the begin
ning of the sky, its long cloud lines lead ing us eas t. In the sight of the lake, 
just visible below the meadow, an expa nse of clean alum inum. A deep 
intake of breath. Th is was a space of grasses- little bluestem and Indian 
grass-smoldering ruddy and golden with a contained fire, like embers, in 

the late light. A few milkweeds and asters ~till spun 
their shining silk and silver seeds out into the air. We 
crossed the meildow, picking up the trail as it ambled 
through shrubs upward to a series of small fields, 
terraced into a slope, evidence of those former farms. The ~hruhs re tained a 
' ibrancy which the woods, h,wing given up the ghost, had discarded. Here 

red remained vestigially, peppering these shrubs, remnill1ts (If he,lt and pa~
sion: here the rough- leaved dogwood Wew in clumps, their c1u~ters (1f fat 
white berries clinging to wine-colored stalks; bittersweet tangled with low 
trees, their crimson seed pods and their tangerine fbps d,l zzling om;lments 
amongst dark br'lllches; the buckbrush's small fiery fruit d()tted llur course, 
and the aromatic sumac, as miraculous in its radiance as any more famous 
burning bush, lit the way. 

At the top of the slope and before entering the w()()Lis ag<1in, we 
sat a spell, watching shadows lengthen across another me<1dow. As always, 
they moved in Silently, erasing the colors of the lanel. But above us, clouds 
took up the illl1d's lost colors and converted them to exotic lavenders and 
magenta!>. Robins, aroused by the ch,mging light, stMted a gregarious chat
ter, which was soon inflected with the bright ' omments ()f chicbdees, and 
the first winter junco flashed its snow- white chest ,lt us from the brush. We 
thought if we were as quiet as the shadows, the red fox we h"d seen in other 
years might retum. 

Elizabeth SclllIlt:, The Challcel/ors C/1I11 Teachillg Prc~/l'::>s(lr (l EIISlish at the 
Ullivers ity oj Kllllsas, Illlt/wr, alld KLT lIIelllber, explore::> her OWII respollse to tIll' IIl1t
IIralworld ill "SL'Ilses 0/ P/llce," a Stew;lrdship Notes/cllillre. 
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Looking For That Perfect Gift? 
Please establish Kansas Land Trust gift memberships for the following persons (giving levels listed on p.3). 

Name 

Address 

City-State-Zip 
Telephone 

Name 

Address 

Ci ty-State-Zi p 
Telephone 

Please make checks payable and mail to Kansas Land Trust, P.O. Box 1116. Lmvrence. KS 66044-8116. KLT will notify recipients, 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
r 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I L _______________________________________________ ~ 

Kansas Lan" Trusl 
p.o. l30x 1116 

Lawrence, KS 66044-H116 

Addres Serv ice Requested 

PRAIRIE FOR SALE 

Cono.;en ation buyers should con
t.1Ct the Kans.1S Land Trust, if 

interested in purch.lsing a prop
erty 111 W,lbaunsee County, 

which willll1clude a cono.;en·,l
tilm easement protecting twenty 

ncres of high-qua lity native 
prairil>. 

Thallk You Note 

TIlanh. you tll Illany pel1ple who 
have aidl'd the k,1I1sas L,llld Tmst 
by lending tlwir knowledge; by 
folding, stullIng, labeling. and 
st.1lllping; by pnll1ing and saw
ing; by writing, packnging, ,llld 
gIving otherwise of their talents, 
cheer, and trientlship: Gerry 
Prescott, Lindn LlIlg, H<lley 
Smith, D,wid hilders and 
Internet Kansas (th<lnk you, 
th,lnk you, thank you, thank 
yuu), Lisa Grusslll,)J1 , Kelly B.uth, 
Beth Schultz, Stacey Swearingen 
Whit~" K T Wabh, Doug Mackey, 
!:ltev!:' .1nd Stevnna Cnse, Nom", 
Osborne, Jeff Clilfk, Amy Tr<liner, 
Nancy Shand, Sandy McCoy, 
Hillilfy Loring, Kylee Moon, Scott 
Sharp. 

Land Trust and Private Property Rights Proponents Can Be Friends 
By Stacey Swearingen White 

NON PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.s. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Lnwrence, KS 66044 

Permit No_ 190 

Folll1wing em·ironrnental issues in the news can be depressing, when conflict c1ppeclrs to be the common 
denominator in nearly every story One need nllt go 1M to find various imecdotes of ill will between environment.ll orga
niZ<ltions, government, il1dustry, and private citizens. Are these groups doomed to disagree when it collles to questions of 
environmental protection? 

The history of the K,lnS<lS Land Trust (KLT) pro\. ides an encour,lging response to this question. KLT experi
ences illustrate how it is possible to build bridges between poo.;itinns that might initially appear to be fundamentally 
lIpposed . Renewed attention to these stories of bridge-building and cooperation may thus provide a differl'nt, more opti
mistic lens through which to view environmental issues. 

At the time KLT was formed. some groups in the state expressed concern over tllP use of consen'ation ease
ments as a land protection tool. The'lt' groups, which induded the Kansas Farm Bureau (KFB). telt that easements. e\.·en 
though they ure voluntary, had the pc)tential to affect private property rights adversely by permilnently restricting I,md 
de\·elopment. As a result. KFB opposed passage of the conservation easement-enabling legislation that KLT needed to ful
fill its mission. 

After the first e,lSt'ment bill failed to win .Ipprm "I i.n the stilte legislature in 19<-11, KLT S,lW th,1I a nl()re cooper
<llive approach was needed. Through the ettorts of Kelly Kindscher, now &)ard of Directors vice president, KLT began tu 
work with KFB in 311 effort to understand and acwmmodnte that group's concerns. Kelly recalls that meetings witb the 
Farm Bureau helped to confirm the notion that conservation easements may be seen as strengthening fclther th,1I1 dimin
ishing private property right'; . Both groups came to understand that without passage of the easement-enabling legisl<ltion, 
Kans<ls landowners did not h,1\"e the right to protect their rroperty from development. if thl'y so chose. Similarly, the two 
groups were able to resolve KFB's concern over the required dumtion of con-;ervation easements. Following , I series llf dis
cussions, KLT <lnd KFB recognized that they actually S<lW eye-tn-eye on a number of issues. As a result. KFB supported the 
easement bill in the next legislative session, a signific<lnt factor in the bill's ultim<lte success. 

The story of the Kansas Land Tnlst demonstrates that conflict need not be the norm with respect to environ
mental issues. Open dialogue and a commitment to consensus are every bit as newsworthy <IS the breakdowns in com
munication so prominently featured in the media. 

KLT Illell/ber Stacey SWCtlriligeli While, 1111 t1!>::>i:;tant prvfessor ill tltl.' Ullillt'rsity of KnlN1S Scltoo[ of Arcitilt!ctun: & Urbal1 
De~igll. prescllt('d a sessioll ill Oclo/'er 01/ [tllld InI:;b alld per5onn/ property rights at tlte Natiollo/ ulI/d Tnlst [{nlly '99. 
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The Nature Conservancy Grants Conservation Easement to 
Kansas Land Trust 

The ahlre Conservancy has grant
ed a conser ation easement on a 240-acre farm 
in Linn County to the Kansas Land Trust. This 
donation points to how the two conservation 
organizations work together to protect open 
space and special places. This easement is the 
first one donated to the Kansas Land Trust 
(KLT) by an entity other than an individua l 
landowner. 

This tran action aChlaUy fulfills a 
desire now more than twenty years old . In 
1979, a Topeka woman, Flora Hanah (Acton) 
McKinley en li sted the assistance of E. 
Raymond Ha ll, University of Kansas professor 
of zoology and former director of the Museum 
of Natural History, to help her evaluate some 
land she had inherited. This land--the 240 
acres in Linn County--had been in her family 
for many years and included two virgin tall
grass prairie remnant, totaling about 16 acres. 
Mrs. McKinley had a strong attachment to the 
land, and it was her desire to keep the proper
ty in conservation. 

Mrs. McKinley had known Dr. Hall 
for decades--since she had been a KU student 
in the biological sciences. Dr. Hall accompa
nied Mrs. McKin ley and her husband 
Raymond McKin ley to the land in December of 
1979. There, Dr. Hall noted a diversity of 
native species of prairie plants, home to native 
species of bird and mammals, such as prairie 
chickens. He opined tha t the prairies merited 
preservation and offered suggestions to the 
McKinleys. They followed his recommenda
tion to donate the land to The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC). However, the nearest 
TNC office was a regional one in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. Dr. Hall wrote in a letter on the 
McKinleys' behalf to a TNC representative in 
Minneapolis, "It seems to me that in order to 
provide continuing and lasting preservation, 
especia ll y of small isolated natural a reas, some 
loca l (in-state), tax-exempt non-governmental 
agency would be desirable as 'custodian .'" 

Dr. Hall was ahead of his time, but 
what he envisioned eventually did play out. 
Mrs. McKinley died in 1980 after bequeathing 
the land to TNC (in the absenc of an appro
priate "in-state, tax-exempt" organization). 
Her bequest was ubject to a life esta te to her 

husband. TNC opened the 
Kansa Chapter office in 
Topeka in 1989; KLT was 
founded in 1990. 

This virgin tallgrass prairie i11 Lintz 
County will be forever protected by a 

conservation easement held by the Kansas 
Land Trust. 

Raymond 
McKinley died in 1995, 
and a Nature Conservancy 
representative in Topeka 
called the Kansas Land 
Trust shortl y thereafter. 
TNC recognized that the 
240-acre fa rm was not a 
perfect fit with its conser
va tion priori ties of pre
serving large landscapes, 
significant ecosystems, 
and sites with exceptional 
biodiversity. However, 
TNC was bound to the 
stipulation in Flora 
McKin ley's wi ll to con
serv the property it now 
owned. TNC wanted to 
sell the farm--Ieased to 
neighboring farmers since 
even before Mrs. McKin ley 
died--and granting a con
servation asement to KLT, 
prior to selling, wou ld ful-

Nature COllseroallcy Vice 
President alld Kallsas State 

Director, siglls a Deed of 
COllsenlatioll Easemellt to 

ti,e Kallsas Lalld Trtlst, while 
Greg Willgfield, 

COllseroa tioll Programs 
Specialist ofTNC-Kallsas 

Clwpter, looks Oil. 

fill that obligation. Bu t, 
just as important, by using the sale's proceeds 
to fund conservation acti ities at other key 
sites, TNC would be honoring Mrs. McKinley's 
interest in the protection of Kansas's natural 
heritage while maximizing the impact of her 
foresight and generosity. Thus, KLT visi ted the 
property in October, 1995, compi led a prairie 
species list in June, 1996, and began to meet 
with TNC staff to consider details to include in 
a deed of conservation easement. 

The final easement ca lls for no plow
ing of the native prairie areas, the ma intenance 
of buffer strips between the prairies and the 
cu lti va ted crop areas, and development restric
tions on the agricultural portion. 

Kelly Kindscher, plan t ecologist and 
KLT vice president, finds any easement va lu
able that protects farmland but adds that here, 
"There are the two little gems of prairies w ith a 
diverty of wildflowers that KLT and TNC both 
feel are important to protect." 

Alan Po llom, TNC Vice President 
and Kansas State Director, enthUSiastically 
supports the Kansas Land Tru t and expects to 
see its taking on an expanding role in the year 
to come, conserving significant lands in 
Kansas. 

"The McKinley project is an excellent 
example of the conserva tion succes we can 
expect when landowners and organizations 
work under a common vision and in a spirit 
that recognizes and capitalizes on each other' 
strengths," said Mr. PoUom. 

The two organizations have some 
other such parhlerships in mind and wil l also 
continue to make referrals to one another, 
matching land projects with the better organi
zation. 
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OUTLOOK 
"LOOKING BACKWARD AND FORWARD" 

By Laurie Ward 

In October, 1999, Kansas Land 

Trust vice preSident Kelly Kindscher and I 

traveled to Snowmas ,Colorado to attend the 

Land Trust Alliance (LTA) Rally '99, the annu

al conference for land trusts. More than 1,250 

people attended from land trusts all over the 

country, as contrasted with the first Rally in 

1985, which drew 250 together. 

From 1990-2000, the number of acres protect

ed nationally by land tru ts has nearly 

tripled--now totalling 4.7 million acres. These 

ten years happen to make up KLT's entire life 

span, and in that time, we--all of you who 

have helped in your way--have protected 

LTA president Jean Hocker nearly 1,900 acres of Kansas landscape. 

reviewed the growth of the land trust move

ment. The first land trust in the country was 

established in Boston by citizens concerned 

about preserving open spaces. One founder 

wrote, "Several bits of scenery which possess 

uncommon beauty and unusual refreshing 

power are in daily danger of destruction"-

this in 1891 and not 1991! 

Only about 50 land trusts existed 

nationally in 1950. By the 1970s, the number 

of land trusts had grown to about 300 and 

had begun to use a new tool called a conser

vation easement. Land trusts could see the 

easement as a good way to protect land with

out the need to own and manage it. However, 

with easements came a new need for skill in 

their drafting and for watching ov r them. 

Still, their popularity grew. In 1980, Congress 

made permanent the tax deduction for ease

ment donations. I.R.S. regulations followed 

in the 1980s, defining how easements are 

structured today. 

Since 1980, most states--including 

Kansas, thanks to KLT efforts from 1990-1992-

-have passed laws recognizing the conserva

tion easemen t as a property righ t. 

Now, in early 2000, land trusts have 

finally started, after wonderful success 

already, to become known quantities. The 

public wants what we offer. One recent poll 

found that 88% of American agree that, "We 

must act now, or we will lose many pecial 

places, and, if we wait, what is lost or 

destroyed cannot be replaced." If you friends 

of KLT feel in synch with a national trend, it's 

because you are. 

As we look ahead to the next 100 

years, those of us working with KLT recom

mit to doing the very best job we can to pre

pare for perpetuity--our business. Saving 

land will likely begin to involve more groups, 

agencies, and entities--even as there is less of 

it to save. And, as the population increases, 

we will continue to dedicate ourselves to pre

serving open space for everyone to enjoy. 

Tapping into that "unusual refreshing power" 

of wild, undeveloped land will remain a fun

damental human need , no matter how many 

decades or centuries pass. 

The work of KLT satisfies, figuring 

that people in 2091 will look back on our 

labor with some measure of gratitude. 

Thank You 

Francis Elling, Haley Smith, Karen Smith, and Tom Overholser served the Kansas 
Land Trust with labeling newsletters and equipment set-up recently. When you help 
KLT, you multiply our numbers and expand our effectiveness. 

Thanks once more. 
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Take Your Pick The Kansas Land Trust offers one of the following for a donation 
of $100 or more (ch ck one and send this form with your donation). 

_ Kansas Land Tntst T-Shirt L, XL, (circle size). Full-color design on white featuring an Upland 

Sandpiper with prairie flower and gra sc .100% cotton. 

_ Touching tlte Sky by Denis Low. E ay on the history and soul of Kansas and the Great Plains by a 

Kan a poet laureate. 

_ KLT Note Cards featuring a color photograph of Li a Gros man's painting, Chase County Lake- Yellow 

Light #1. Blank inside. Envelope included. 

_KLT Note Cards featuring a color phot graph of Lisa Gro sman's painting, Bend in tile Kaw-January. 

Blank in ide. Envelopes included. 

Yes! Here is my annual gift of $ ___________ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

My gift is in memory of/in honor of (circle one) (name) . 
[KLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses.] 
My company, ,will match this contribution. 

In addition, here is my gift of $ for the KLT Stewardship Fund for long-term land monitoring and protection. 
Tell me how t provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. $ ___ Other 
Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

Name _________________________________________________ _ 

$5,000 Guardian 
$1,000 Steward 
$500 Protector 
$250 Caretaker 
$100 Keeper 

Address ______________________________________________ __ 
City __________ ---'State __________ _ 
Nine-Digit Zip Code _ ________________ _ $50 Sustailler 

$25 Member Area code and telephone number ___________________________ _ 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please 
make checks payable and mail with this form to Kansas Land Trust, P.O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

L _______________________________________________ ~ 

On the Jefferson County survey map, Buck Creek and Plum Creek twist 
parallel paths south from Oskaloo a toward the Kaw. You go for mile down the 

Plum Creek valley, turning as it turns, but never aware that over the stretch of field 

and the ridge of trees to the we t is a twin creek and valley. It's a hazy day when we 

drive this road, with the cloud lying ribbed across the sky as if the blue had just 
blown over them, leaving them behind as bleached strips, and I'm not certain where 

this valley leads. As it rises and falls, it hold us in its turnings between plowed plain 
and dense woods. Overhead, the red-tailed hawk knows all: drifting easily on invis

ible drafts over the ridge separating these neighbor alleys, wings tilting, tail rud
dering, it takes them both in. We are dependent on road and bridge. 

We pass over the only bridge and through the divide, with our first view 

of Buck Creek Valley from up on the ridge. It fans out below, opening to the north in 

tiers of small fields and copse. We come down into it through the darknes of 

trees- mixed hackberry, locust, walnut, and oak with wild grape and poison ivy 
vines creating an intricate woof-and entering it, move into light. The day's haze has 

lifted, and snow du t, edging the field ' furrows, seems its residue. Leav ing the car 
by the road, we seek out the creek. 

Thicket of umac talks, bristly green brier, and horsetai l grass guard 

the bank. A racoon lies stretched out as if basking in the warming day, but the glis
tening intestine spilling from its underside and pulsating with insect life indicate 

transformation. We pick up the threads of birdsong-cardinal, jay, sparrows, tit
mouse-braided with the creek' chatter and chortle and follow them down to 
water. Here the creek, brilliant emerald, undulates, clogged with the sign of false 
spring-the mossy green mass of an algal mat. Upstream, it clears, its waters filtered 

through sand bar and limestone, and we see its bed, a speckled mo aic of granite 
and limestone. We walk the shore, our path made easy by limestone, broken into 

smooth, flat paving flags . Talismans of ancient ocean are 

pressed like cuneiform neatly into their urfaces- plant 

sterns and bivalves- foreshadowing changes to come. The 

sand, a bulletin board of prints-racoon paws and deer 

hooves, broadca ts the creek's most recent vi itor . 

The western bank of Buck Creek rises perpendicularly, a solid canyon 

wall with woods crowding close to its edge. The low eastern bank of loam and silt 
we follow is held in place by cottonwoods and hackberries . Their root, grasping 

rocks and criss--crossing each other, do the work of architecture, serving as bricks 
and mortar and forming labyrinthine rodent apartments. Towering over them all at 

a bend in the bank, a sycamore of enormou girth send its startling white limbs 
across the creek. Around the bend are the Flat Rocks, the name given years ago to 

this spot by country children with swimming on their minds, who, like the red-tail, 

could cross quickly over the ridge from Plum Creek to Buck Creek on a hot summer 
afternoon. 

Creating a drop of five feet, the rocks curve, like a parenthesis, acro s the 

creek. Above them, a delicately con tructed beaver dam tills the water' flow; 

below, a turquoise green pool gathers it and all its quick bubbling and gleaming into 

deep tranquility. But in between, the water runs in hining ribbons down the rocks' 

innumerable minute steps. In the sycamore's cold shadow 0 er this pool, ice 
remains, a transparent parchment on which stars seem inscribed. As we watch, they 

widen, and entire galaxies dissolve oundlessly. 

Elizabeth SChliltZ, The Chancellors Clllb Teach ing Professor of English at the Uniursity of 
Kallsas, allthor, and KLT member, explores her own response to the lIatliral world ill "Senses 

of Place," a Stewardship Notes feat lire. 
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ANNUAL ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

PI EA F MARK D RI:.TUR BY MARCH 31, 2000, TO KA SAS LA D TRU ,p.o. Box 1116, LAWR eE, KS 66044-8116. WHEREAS H NOMI'IATi G 

OMMrrn.: i.:. liAS Sf L[ TFD TilE rLR ~ LI I ED BLOW, 1 v TE FOR THE P LL W1 TO BE RETAINED A R ELI! ED MI'MBER-DIRECTORS F TI f[ 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE KANSAS LAND TRUST: 

RICK MIT Ilb.L1 . SI IOUL[) BE RFTAI ED N TI I ' KANSA LA 0 TRU BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND A SECR ARY. 

MARY Louise Gmso SHOUI D BF LL ED 11 THE KA SAS LA 0 TRUST BOARD OF DIRE RS. 

WILLIAM W. HAMBl ETO SHOULD BE ' L ·CfED 11 TH KAN AS LAND TRUST BOARD F DIREC11 RS. 

SoM RA McCoy 51JOUI D I3L U FcrFD TO TITE KA SA LA D TRU BOARD OF DrREC10RS. 

TIM MET7 SllOULD B[ EL EC.TED T THE KA SAS LA 0 TRLST BOARD DIRECTORS. 

Kansas Lan. Trusl 

P.O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

Address Service Requested 

NON PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.s. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

Permit No. 190 

Interns Assist and Learn From KLT 
By Cati Coy 

I recently vi it d with Amy Trainer ab ut her student intern
ship with the Kan as Land Trust. Following i what I learned about 
Amy, a welJ a background on my 1£, ince I too have come to work as 
a KLT intern. 

Amy Trainer, legal intern, has b en with the Kansas Land 
Tru t since June of 1 99. Amy i a Kan as nativ --from Derby. She grad
uated with honor from the Univer ity of Kansa in 1996, earning a B.A. 
in environmental tudie with a policy empha i . Amy began law chool 
at KU in the ummer of 1997. She i in a joint degree program to earn a 
law degre and a Me t r's in Urban Planning. She is focusing her legal 
and urban planning tudie on environmental land use. She int nds to 
graduate with both degrees in 2001. 

Amy aid she became involved with KLT for several reasons. 
She wanted to learn mor about th conservation easement process. She 
al 0 wanted to use her legal and planning skill to make a difference 
dose to home. FinaUy, she said that he wanted to be a part of what she 
feels is a great rganization with lots f potential and a bright future. 

Amy take the minute at the monthly board meetings. She 
said that she fe 1 that it i an enlight ning xperience to watch a group 
of uch dedicated preservationi ts, whose expertise encompasses a 
broad spectrum of prof s ions, work so well together to reach their com
mon goal. Amy said that the KLT board ha a great spirit about it which 
creates a wonderful learning environment for her. She sajd that she is 
very thankful to be a part of KLT. A the legal i.ntern, Amy also helps 
craft conservation ea ement language. 

I have been 
a journalism intern 
with the Kan as Land 
Trust since January. I 
am also a Kan as 
native; my hometown 
i Wathena, a mall 
town of 1,200 people 
located in the north
ea t corner of the 
state. I am currently a 
senior attending KD. I 
will graduate in May 

Cati Coy, left, alld Amy Trainer, ri Itt, 
contribute as i1lterns to KLT 

with a B.s. in journali m, empha izing busine communications. 

In my internship with KLT, I will re earch and write articles 
for Stewardship Notes, help with article to be publish d in area news
papers, and complete a ariety of sp cial assignment. For example, I 
represented KLT at the Kaw VaUey Eagle Day event held in Law nce in 
January. This was an opportunity for the Jayhawk Audubon Sod ty and 
other groups like KLT to educate the public about wildlife, the environ
ment, and other subjects. 

My intern experience with KLT has been valuable already. 
Not only has it taught me more about KLT itself and con ervation ea e
ment , it has taught m to appreciate the land. I am developing a deep 
respect for the land and for what KLT does to protect the Kan as land
scape. I feel lucky to be a part of uch an important organization. 
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The Quarterly Newsletter of the Kansas Land Trust 

Hansas land Trus' 
Annual Report 
January 1, 1999, through December 31, 1999 

MISSION STATEMENT: The Kansas Land Trust is a nonprofit organization that protects and preserves lands of ecological, 
scenic, historic, agricultural, or recreational significance in Kansas. 

The Kansas Land Trust, like most land 
trusts, is a nearly all-volunteer organization. The 
many accomplishments of 1999 were carried out 
primarily by the KLT Board of Directors who 
gave of their talents: legal, graphic design, pho
tography, accounting, financial, organizational, 
planning, ecological, conservation, visioning, 
educational, and administrative. Additionally, 
many KLT member-volunteers gave in many 
other ways: writing articles, stuffing and label
ing mailings, computer and equipment consult
ing, assisting at the events held "on the land," and 
meeting and advising on a wide variety of sub
jects. 

A conservation easement was com
pleted on land in Douglas County owned by 
Hortense C. Oldfather during 1999, with 
progress made on a couple dozen more in the fol
lowing counties (more than one project in some 
counties): Barber, Crawford, Douglas, 
Greenwood, Johnson, Linn, Miami, Montgomery, 
Pottawatomie, Riley, Saline, Sedgwick, Shawnee, 
Wabaunsee. The joy of this work is in the inter
action with landowners like Tensie Oldfather of 
Lawrence, who donated the 1999 easement, and 
with all the others whose land-protection plans 
are either completed with KLT or still in discus
sion. 

Properties preserved by conservation 
easements were monitored by KLT during the 
year--an activity to which the organization is 
committed above all. 

Approximately seventy-five people 
attended the Wildflower Walk, held in June on 
the Akin Prairie, east of Lawrence. The event 
was hosted by easement donor Tom Akin and his 
daughter Linda Akin Renner of California and 
son Larry Akin of Texas along with other family 
members. Tom Akin and his children donated 
the first conservation easement to the Kansas 
Land Trust in 1994, and it was, in fact, the first 
donated conservation easement to any nonprofit 
organization in the state. 

About fifteen people participated in a 
"work day" in November, clearing brush from a 
draw on a native prairie protected by a KLT ease
ment near Lecompton. 

The annual Kansas Land Trust Wildflower Walk was held on the Akin Prairie near Lawrence. 
The Akin Prairie is protected by the first conservation easement donated to KLT. 

KLT set up display tables, gave talks, 
provided information, and met with groups at a 
number of state locations during the year. 

During 1999, KLT benefited from the 
services of legal interns Dale Hazlett and Amy 
Trainer who attended board meetings, took and 
wrote minutes, and performed a number of tasks 
for the organization. 

Lawrence artist Lisa Grossman con
ceived of and donated the printing of and the art
work for the first Kansas Land Trust note cards. 
After a successful first printing of one design, 
Lisa donated a second painting for another note 
card style. These cards produced a handsome 
income for KLT during 1999. 

Fred Sack, former owner of ArtFrames 
gallery in Lawrence, made the kind decision to 
donate a percentage to KLT of all the sales of a 
collection of vintage Prairie Print Maker prints. 
This effort also benefited KLT significantly 
throughout the year. 

The Kansas Land Trust received grants 
from the National Park Service and the William 
T. Kemper Foundation and additional assistance 
from former board member Leo Lauber of 
Eudora and others to print a new color general 
brochure and presentation folder with informa
tional sheets on a variety of land trust topics. By 
the end of the year, the brochure had been print
ed, and the informational sheets nearly complet
ed. 

The Kansas Land Trust Internet 
Service Provider, Internet Kansas, based in 
Lawrence and dedicated to the KLT mission, pro
vided assistance and monetary support for 
Internet use and for the beginning development 
of a web site. 

These highlights reflect a satisfying 
year for an organization, as one landowner 
recently described it, "with a future." 



The Conservation Easements 
of the 

Kansas Land Trust 

Conservation easements--the business 
of the Kansas Land Trust--in themselves 
tell the history of this organization. At 
the close of 1999, KLT held seven ease
ments in four counties of Kansas, with a 
total of 1,632 acres protected. A conser
vation easement is a legal agreement 
between a landowner and an organiza
tion such as KLT that restricts the type 
and amount of use permitted on the 
property. Each easement is tailored for 
the land and to fit the landowner's 
intentions. The terms of a conservation 
easement become a permanent part of 
the title to the property; the original 
owner and all subsequent owners are 
bound by the restrictions of the ease
ment agreement. KLT accepts only con
servation easements which are written 
in perpetuity. (Right and below: 
Easements are numbered in order received 
by KLT) 

1. Akin Prairie, 1994. Douglas County. 
Sixteen acres, very high quality native wild
flower prairie, access granted to friends of 
KLT. 

2. Nasseri, 1994. Douglas County. One acre, 
tallgrass native prairie with biological signifi
cance, has federally threatened Mead's milk
weed. 

3. Klataske, 1996. Riley County. Forty acres, 
native tallgrass prairie, protects viewshed 
from adjacent 8,600-acre Konza Prairie, 
owned by The Nature Conservancy for 
Kansas State University ecological research 
and education. 

4. Allen, 1997. Douglas County. One hun
dred sixty-two acres, , including sixty acres of 
restored prairie, significant natural, scenic, 
open space, and agricultural values. 

5. Russell, 1998. Osage County. Fifty-three 
acres, including thirty-one acres of high quali
ty native prairie meadow, wildlife habitat, 
and cropland. 

6. Ashton, 1998. Sumner County. 1,300 acres, 
prime farmland and open space. 

7. Oldfather, 1999. Douglas County. Sixty 
acres, forested hill, a historic landscape fea
ture, scenic, open space, and agricultural 
areas. 
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Dear Friends of Kansas Land Trust: 

In honor of the Kansas Land Trust tenth anniversary, we are publishing the organiza
tion's first-ever annual report. This report includes the honor roll of donors and the financial fig
ures for the year 1999. 

KLT has enjoyed growing support: the number of gifts rose by 21% over 1998, while the 
dollar amount of those gifts increased by 80%. We are most grateful for this assistance to our land
saving efforts. 

We completed another conservation easement during 1999, bringing our total held to 
seven (and an eighth completed shortly after the first of the year). This report features a loole at the 
KLT easements. 

We thanle you--landowners, members, business associates, friends--for your interest and 
referrals and for your contributions of money, time, and sleills. All of you have combined to make 
this a strong organization with a promising future. 

Also, thanle you in advance for your continued generosity. We loole forward to sharing 
our activities with you in 2000 and beyond. Together we are protecting features of the Kansas land
scape we love--a parcel at a time. 

Sincerely yours, 

donna lucleey 
President, Board of Directors 

Stewardship Notes 

Laurie Ward 
Executive Director 
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Kansas Land Trust 1999 Honor Roll. 
We offer our sincere appreciation to these friends who contributed to the Kansas Land Trust between January 1, 1999, and 

December 31, 1999. Please let us know if your name has been omitted or misspelled. We will correct it. 

Tom O. Akin 

Helen & Dave Alexander 

Charles Allen 

Greg & Jill Allen 

Mary Allen 

Donna Oberstein 

& Ace Allen, MD 

Allen & Cathy Ambler 

Arthur A. Anderson, Atty.at Law 

Bob Antonio 

Kenneth & Katie Armitage 

Fred Sack/ Corey West ArtFrames 

Nancy Newlin Ashton 

RonAul 

Kelly & Andrea Babbit 

Loretta Hendricks- Backus 

& Oswald P.Backus 

Donald M. Baer 

Ron Manka & Linda Bailey 

Debra Baker 

Margaret Bangs 

Mrs. Richard A. Barber 

Mr. & Mrs. David Barclay 

Margaret Barnett 

Robert G. Barnhardt, Jr. 

Philippe Barriere 

George K. Baum Foundation 

Erika Binns 

Alan Black 

Lynne Bodle 

Arden Booth 

Bette Booth 

Roger Boyd 

Barbara Brackman 

Shirley Braunlich 

Betsy Russell Broda 

Cindi & Russell Broda 

Liz Brosius 

Bill & Eugenia Bryan 

Lynn & Don Buckholz 

Lance Burr, Atty. at Law 

WIlliam H. & Anna F. Busby 

Henry N. Butler 

Mary E. Butterbrodt 

Dan Nagengast 

& Lynn Byczynski 

George Byers 

Mike & Laura Calwell 

Leslie & Scott W. Campbell 

Gene & Pam Carvalho 

Betty Jo Charlton 

Allan J. Cigler 

Jackson Clark 

John & Lois Clark 

Michael D. & Rena Clodfelter 

Ann Kuckelman Cobb 

George & Margaret Coggins 

Pete & Sue Cohen 

Lorene Cox 

Michelle Crank 

Clark & Linda Cropp 

Frank & Marie Cross 

Robert Dalton 

Alice E. Davis 

Candice L. Davis 

Kim Dayton 

Sarah & Ray Dean 

Stewardship Notes 

Mari Sorensen Detrixhe 

Dan & Latane Donelin 

Wakefield Dort, Jr. 

Myrl Duncan 

Steve & Chris Edmonds 

Julie Elfving 

Hilda Enoch 

Kathy Porsch & Marc Epard 

Dennis J. Eskie & Associates 

Dr. Barbara Etzel 

Louise Farrell 

Eleanor Mackey Ferguson 

Ann & William Feyerharm 

Madeline Finch 

Oliver & Rebecca Finney 

James E. Fitzgerald 

Foerster Family 

Mike Ford 

Kim Forehand 

Jane Fortun 

Paul Friedman 

Reva Friedman 

Amy Lee & Richard Frydman 

Sidney Garrett 

Jan Garton 

Ruth Gennrich 

Philip A. Schrodt 

& Deborah J. Gerner 

Janet Davies Gerstner 

Mary Louise Gibson 

Web & Joan Golden 

James T. Good 

Jolene Grabill 

Max Graves 

Rachel Greenwood 

Kelly Barth & Lisa Jo Grossman 

George & Susan Gurley 

Dick Dunhaupt & Patti Hackney 

John & Tudy Haller 

Bob Ham 

William W. 

& Nancy S. Hambleton 

Steven Hamburg 

Phylis Hancock 

Cristi Hansen 

Dorothy L. Harder 

Joe Harrington 

Lisa Harris 

Jeannette Hierstein 

Marcia & Stephen Hill 

Tresa Hill 

Jim Hillesheim 

Dwight & Peggy Hilpman 

Sue & Dick Himes 

Frank Yeatman & Eileen Hiney 

Pat Hirsch 

Thomas J. Hittle 

Thor & Elaine Holmes 

Lynne & Bob Holt 

Paul Hotvedt 

Kate Dhmeen & Thomas Howe 

Phil & Mary Lou Humphrey 

Tom Huntzinger 

Internet Kansas 

Wes Jackson 

Thomas Dale Jacobs 

Rudolf J ander 

Christi Jarrett 

Richard Johnston 

Charles Jones 

Glenn Jordan 

Jerry Jost 

Kansas Trails Council 

Glenn L. Kappelman 

Kappelman's His!. ColI. 

David & Sharyn Katzman 

Wm T. Kemper Foundation 

Jenny Kennedy 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley A. Kern 

Erik Kilgren 

Kelly Kindscher 

Joe King 

Larry & Elizabeth Kipp 

Joe Krahn 

Doug & Janet Krueger 

Steve Lane 

Linda Lang 

John Naramore & Eileen Larson 

Caryn Goldberg & Ken Lassman 

Dr. Leo E. Lauber 

Betty Leech 

Thom Leonard 

Brad Levy 

Linda Lips 

Carolyn E. Litwin 

Matthew & Felice Logan 

Bob & Joy Lominska 

Lois Orth-Lopes & Steve Lopes 

Hillary Loring 

Eleanor Lowe 

John Heider & donna luckey 

Linda & John Lungstrom 

Michael Maher 

Judith K. Major 

Janet Majure 

Lisa Bitel & Peter Mancall 

Mollie Mangerich 

Richard Heckler & B.A. Mansur 

Marsha Marshall 

Alan & Laura Martin 

Carl Thor & Sara Martin 

Francis & Christine Martin 

Helen Martin 

Roger Martin 

Robert Marvin & Patricia Marvin 

Helen I. Ehlers 

& James E. Mason 

Carey & Steven Maynard-Moody 

Marilyn & George McCleary 

Sondra McCoy 

J. Mark McDowell 

Sally McGee 

Ross & Margaret McKinney 

Susan T. McRory 

Janice Melland 

Gwyn Mellinger 

Robert W. Melton 

Walt Babbit & Sandy Merrifield 

Mary Michener 

Michael Miller 

Tim Miller 

Phil Minkin 

James Minnerath 

Byron Dale Minter 

Nancy S. Mitchell 

Rick Mitchell 

Richard Marantz 

& Carolyn Micek 

Robert Mossman 

David Mucci 

Clarice Mulford 

John & Carol Nalbandian 

Mary Hanson 

National Park Service 

Marjorie Newmark 

Jerry & Judy Niebaum 

Michael. Karen & Jonathan Noll 

Jim Lewis/Gabe, Isaac 

& Nancy O'Connor 

Tensie Oldfather 

Oread Friends Meeting 

Patricia C. Oslund 

Tom Overholser 

Howard Palmer 

Verdou & Helen Parish 

Ron Parks 

Lowell Paul 

Kim & Alison Pearse 

Ron Seibold-

Pines International Inc. 

Galen L. Pittman 

Dwight Platt 

Drs. Agi & Henry Plenk 

Julie Cisz & Bruce Plenk 

Paul D. Post 

Mrs. James L. Postma 

Daniel Poull 

Rex Powell 

Jim Power 

Johanna & Laurance Price 

Rick & Ann Prum 

Clifton & Deborah Pye 

Dan Quinn- Quinn RE Co. 

Mrs. Russell Ralph 

R. H. & Kathleen Raney 

Lynn & T. J. Rasmussen 

Milton Reichart 

Cathy Reinhardt 

Linda Akin Renner 

Lauren Ritterbush 

W. Stitt Robinson 

Pamela A. Roffol Dobies 

Stanley Lombardo 

& Judith Roitman 

Beverly & Howard Rosenfeld 

Jean Rosenthal 

Harold & Melissa Rosson 

Stan & Janet Roth 

Glenn Garneau & Sylvie Rueff 

Mike Rundle 

Grace Russell 

Robert E. Russell, Jr. 

Frank C. Sabatini 

Fred & Michele Bergman Sack 

Dru & Bill Sampson 

John & Jane Scarffe 

Ann Schofield 

Webster Schott 

Sydney Schroeder 

Marcia Schulmeister 

Elizabeth Schultz 
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Judy Schumann 

Bob Schumm 

Sylvia Scoby 

Sam Seagraves 

Mary Seyk 

Todd & Jeannot Seymour 

Harry & Betty Shaffer 

Edward & Cynthia Shaw 

Sandra Shaw 

Richard Sheridan 

Victoria & Kurt Sherry 

John E. Simmons 

Ann Simpson 

Diane Worthington Simpson 

John M. Simpson 

Martha Slater 

Sally Slattery 

Jean Slentz 

John & Connie Smith 

Sandra J. Smith 

The Smith Family 

Bruce & Leslie Snead 

Ruth Soder 

Bill Roush-

Solar Electric Systems of KC, Inc. 

Haskell Springer 

Heinrich & Ursula Stammler 

Helen Stein 

Martha Rose Steincamp 

George M. & Mary B. Stephenson 

Gail Bossenga & Carl Strikwerda 

Michael Stubbs 

Bob Christensen & Rita Stucky 

Robert Sudlow 

Forrest & Donna Swall 

Edith Taylor 

Orley & Toni Taylor 

Diane Tegtmeier 

Gary Tegtmeier 

Art Thompson 

Cathy Tortorici 

Amy Trainer 

William Tsutsui 

Ruth & Austin Turney 

Marjorie Turrell 

Bill & Kathy Tuttle 

Anne Underwood 

The UPS Foundation 

Lynn & Marjorie Van Buren 

Carolyn Coleman & Dave Van Hee 

K.T. Walsh 

Laurie Ward 

Mayme Pearl Ward 

Robert & Martha Ward 

Claire Waring 

Deb Spencer Water's Edge

Barbara L. Watkins 

Paul Weidhaas 

Sally Wells 

Bill Welton 

Brad Loveless-

Western Resources Green Team 

Scott White 

& Stacey Swearingen White 

Cathy Dwigans & Ray Wilber 

Mike Wildgen 

Paul Willis 



Frank Wilson 
Jack Winerock 
Sarah Trulove 

& James Woelfel 
Ron & Joyce Wolf 
Molly Wood 
Don & Bev Worster 
Mary Lou Wright 
David Wristen 
Norm & Anne Yetman 
Mike & Beth Yoder 
Carolyn Young 
Margy Stewart & Ron Young 

Names of people memorialized 
or honored by gifts to KLT are 
followed by donor names. 

IN MEMORY OF 
Dorothy Akin 
Tom O. Akin 
Linda Akin Renner 

lIaum Land ires! 
P.O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

Address Service Requested 

Juanita Babbit 
Kelly & Andrea Babbit 

William G. Bartholome 
Pamela A. Roffol Dobies 

Paul Haverty 
Madeline Finch 

Ella May Bogle Kilgren 
Erik Kilgren 

Shelley Miller 
Janice Melland 

Timothy F. Mitchell 
Nancy S. Mitchell 

James L. Postma 
Mrs. James L. Postma 

Liz Ranney 
Helen Martin 

Rosemary Roush 
Bill Roush- Solar Electric Systems 

of KC, Inc. 

Robert E. Russell, Sr. 
Cindi & Russell Broda 
Betsy Broda 

Kenneth Schofield 
Ann Schofield 

Nancy Shontz 
Barbara Brackman 

Walter Smith 
Michelle Crank 

Bill Ward 
Margaret Bangs 

KANSAS LAND TRUST BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF 

Margaret Barnett 
Jolene Grabill 
Joe Krahn 
Francis & Christine Martin 
Sylvia Scoby 
Ruth Soder 
Diane Teghneier 
K.T. Walsh 
Mayme Pearl Ward 
Robert & Martha Ward 

IN HONOR OF 

Margaret Barnett 
Robert & Martha Ward 

Martin Bergstrom 
Helen Martin 

JarrettJDodge/Hughes Family 
Christi Jarrett 

Shirley Morantz 
Richard Marantz & Carolyn Micek 

Tim Plenk & Janet Axelrod 
Julie Cisz & Bruce Plenk 

Laurie Ward 
Hilda Enoch 
Diane Worthington Simpson 
Martha Slater 
Mayme Pearl Ward 
Robert & Martha Ward 

Mayme Pearl Ward 
Robert & Martha Ward 

David Wristen 
Sandra J. Smith 
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Kansas llanu iiFrust, Inc. DecemBer 31, 1999 

BALANCE SHEET 

ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents 
EQUIPMENT 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 

Current Liabilities 

Stewardship Fund 
Equity (Restricted) 
Equity (Unrestricted) 
TOTAL EQUITY 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 

INCOME STATEMENT 

RECEIPTS 

Contributions 
Interest Income 
Stewardship Fund 
Restricted Fund 
Grant Income 
Other 
TOTAL RECEIPTS 

$46,862.69 
$1,043.00 

$47,905.69 

$443.34 

$2,380.00 
$5,519.68 

$39,562.67 
$47,462.35 
$47,905.69 

$37,367.06 
$256.02 

$13,125.00 
$1,711.25 
$1,500.00 

$112.75 
$54,072.08 

Back row, left to right: Bob Russell, President donna luckey, Marsha Marshall, Bruce 
Plenk. Front row, left to right: Executive Director Laurie Ward, Bev Worster, Secretary 
Rick Mitchell, Myrl Duncan, Vice President Kelly Kindscher, Diane Simpson. 

EXPENDITURES 

Operating 
Publications 
Member events 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

$24,005.40 
$1,558.50 

$355.00 
$25,918.90 Not pictured: Sarah Dean, Treasurer Sidney Garrett, Legal Intern Amy Trainer. 

NET INCOME $28,153.18 
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Ohioan Enters World of Kansas Beauty 

by Katie Jaeger, Senior 
KU School of Journalism 

Coming from a small city in Ohio I 
hadn't typically visited prairies before arriving 
in Lawrence to attend the University of Kansas 
in 1996. But, on Saturday, June 17, I left my air
conditioning and entered a world of beauty yet 
undiscovered by a college student like myself. 
As Kansas Land Trust executive director 
Laurie Ward and I set up on the Dorothy Akin 
Memorial Prairie southeast of Lawrence for a 
Wildflower Walk, she said, "You know, we 
couldn't ask for better weather." I glanced up 
and saw a cloudy sky, and the wind blew light
ly across the grass. Yes, the weather was per
fect. I knew this day was going to be special 
and full of adventures unknown to me before. 

After a brief introduction by KLT 
president donna luckey and before heading 
out into the prairie myself, I sat and talked 
with Mr. Tom Akin, 87-year-old owner of the 
property we had come to venture through. Mr. 
Akin seems twenty years younger than his age. 
I was delighted by the incredible, detailed 
memories he had from growing up on that 
very land. One of my favorite stories Mr. Akin 
told me was about the actual prairie and why 
it was so special to him. The ashes of his wife 
Dorothy Akin are spread over the prairie in ful
fillment of her wish. Linda Akin Renner, Tom 
Akin's daughter from California, also in atten
dance that June day, remembers riding horses 
with her mother through the prairie. When her 
mother died in 1989, Linda recalled an earlier 
day when they had been traveling in the car 
together. Dorothy had said, "Linda, when I 
die, I want my ashes sprinkled over the entire 
prairie." After that, Mr. Akin knew he needed 
to find a way to protect this land for the future, 

so he donated a conservation 
easement to the Kansas Land 
Trust in memory of Dorothy. 
He takes satisfaction in know
ing that others will get to 
know and love the prairie as 
Dorothy did. 

Next, I met up with 
the adventurous group now 
somewhere near the middle 
of the prairie. The crowd of 
nearly 70 people led by KLT 
vice president and plant ecol
ogist Kelly Kindscher was 
actively investigating the 
170+ species of native plants. 
I loved to spot the walking 
sticks which blend into the 
plants, and the wind blowing 
against the tall grasses created 
a soothing sound. I thought 
about what a splendid piece 
of property the Akins own 
and what a peaceful day I was 
having out in the country. I 
quickly forgot that I was 
working--this is my summer internship, and I 
get to relax on a beautiful prairie! 
(continued on page 2) 

Photographs clockwise from top: Tom Akin (center) and 
his children, Lam) Akin and Linda Akin Renner recall 

Dorothy Akin's love of the prairie. KLT director Bill 
Hambleton (standing) enjoys a laugh with Tom Akin at 
the June 17 Wildflower Walk; author Katie Jaeger is in 

the foreground. Lawrence Journal-World chief pho-
tographer Mike Yoder makes a prairie portrait for the 
following day's edition of the newspaper. Black-Eyed 
Susans are among the more than 170 species of plants 

on the rich Akin Prairie. Prairie enthusiasts young and 
old gather on the Akin Prairie. 

Photographs, pages 1 & 4, by Rick Mitchell 

ates 
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OUTLOOK 

"INSPIRATION" 
By Laurie Ward 

The work of the Kansas Land Trust 
inspires daily. Perhaps the strongest inspira
tion comes from landowners motivated by a 
special connection to the natural beauty of 
their land. They have become well versed 
enough with the language of the land that 
they can hear a future rather than order one. 
However, safeguarding a future guided by the 
land itself requires thoughtful human plan
ning today. It is KLT's privilege to meet peo
ple willing to go to this effort. These wise 
ones know that the land itself speaks clearly 
and is better trusted to answer callings in the 
hearts of our children's children's children 
than present day, short-term, land "use" plans. 
As people multiply on the planet, more and 
more land is taken month-by-month. But 
adding discipline and generosity to current 
formulas for development will ensure that sig
nificant portions of land will be left to Nature 
to "manage." My inclination about the future 
tells me that people in 2500 will seek 
untouched lands which have escaped hous
ing, roads, and commercial business and 
recreational development for their souls' 
refuges, just as they do today. 

Among landowners likely to donate 
conservation easements to KLT to preserve 
precious open space are: a woman who feels 
an obligation to none other than a native 
prairie in Wabaunsee Co. to ensure its perma
nent protection, while it is still in her hands; a 
couple in Riley Co. who want to construct 
simple platforms for people to come learn 
prairie lessons by starlight; a family of near
retirement-age siblings whose parents 
impressed on them to leave a certain place on 
their land in Saline Co. alone for reflection; 
and a farmer in McPherson Co. who can't see 
a beautiful, wild, never-been-plowed stand of 
native grass falling to forty acre-subdividing 
and probably further alteration after that. 

Ohioan-Continued from page 1 

The curious kids of the group kept 
me amused with their running around while 
their parents and other adults paid attention 
to Kelly. Two preteen girls gave their inter
pretation of the day. Both girls said that the 
walk was fun, the plants were neat, and they 
just liked seeing a lot of different things. The 
adults obviously enjoyed themselves, too, lis
tening to Kelly's lore. For example, they 
seemed quite interested in learning that med
icinal plants such as St. John's Wort grow on 
this native prairie and others nearby. 

Another source of inspiration 
comes from how across America, the public 
has voted resoundingly in support in recent 
state and local elections to fund open space 
protection. In 1999, 90 percent of 102 referen
da passed, while in 1998, 84 percent of 148 
funding measures passed. (KLT has copies of 
"Voters Invest in Open Space--1999 Referenda 
Results," or they can be downloaded from 
www.lta.org/pubmain.html.) But, people 
have also realized that government alone can
not protect ecological, scenic, or agricultural 
areas of significance--thus the land trust 
movement has become the most sweeping 
change to conservation in the last decade. 

Author and environmentalist Terry 
Tempest Williams brought a 1,200-plus audi
ence to its feet during an address at the Land 
Trust Alliance Rally '99. During her talk, Terry 
said, "Never doubt the importance of your 
work. The land's capacity for renewal 
becomes our own. 

"I know of no movement as radical, 
as convincing, as effective, and as compas
sionate as the land trust movement in this 
country. It is like water, seeping into the most 
unexpected places, rising and falling and fill
ing the basin of the human heart. 

"It is and will always be decentral
ized in its power, a power that is most appro
priately found within our homes, neighbor
hoods and local communities, that naturally 
infiltrates to higher, more traditional places of 
of power--our governments, courts, business
es, and churches." 

Together and through all available 
channels, we can protect our precious natural 
heritage, enabling future generations to expe
rience the joys of unspoiled areas and green 
spaces. 

In conclusion, I would say the day 
was relaxing and educational. The 
Wildflower Walk was a unique experience for 
me for a few reasons. In Ohio, most of the 
countryside comprises a great deal of moss in 
a rocky terrain. Now, I will no longer see this 
surrounding region of my alma mater as flat 
and dry. And, without the Kansas Land Trust 
and Tom Akin, I would never have discov
ered this wonderful place with such a mean
ingful story behind it. The Akin Prairie is 
truly the Rockies of eastern Kansas. 
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Take Your Pick The Kansas Land Trust offers one of the following for a donation 

of $100 or more (check one and send this form with your donation). 

KLT Note Cards featuring a color photograph of Lisa Grossman's painting, Chase County Lake- Yellow 

Light #1. Five-pack, blank inside, envelopes included. 

_KLT Note Cards featuring a color photograph of Lisa Grossman's painting, Bend in the Kaw-J anuary. Five

pack, blank inside, envelopes included. 

_ Touching the Sky by Denise Low. Essays on the history and soul of Kansas and the Great Plains by a 

Kansas poet laureate. 

Yes! Here is my annual gift of $ ___________ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

My gift is in memory of/in honor of (circle one) (name). 
[KLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses.] 
~=~ ~~~~~~ 

In addition, here is my gift of $ for the KiT Stewardship Fund for long-term land monitoring and protection. 
_ Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
_ I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
_ Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

$ Other 

Name ______________________ ___ 

$5,000 Guardian 
$1,000 Steward 
$500 Protector 
$250 Caretaker 
$100 Keeper 

Address ______________________ _ 
City _____________ ,State __________ _ 
Nine-Digit Zip Code _________________ _ $50 Sustainer 

$25 Member Area code and telephone number ____________ _ 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please 
make checks payable and mail with this form to Kansas Land Trust, P.O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

~-----------------------------------------------~ 

"Wildflowers" 
(For Kelly Kindscher) 
Kansas speaks not 
With towering mountains 
And pounding surf, 
But subtly 
With shifting light 
And small flowers 
Intricately woven 
Across plains. 
At first I demanded 
Technicolor 
Of these flowers-
Orange butterfly weed, 
Purple lead plant, 
Scarlet bee balm, 
Magenta gayfeather, 
Golden coneflower-
Attentive only 
To Blossoms 
Splashy as neon. 
Without their crowns, 
I did not know them, 
Did not see how 
Simple greenery 
Could be arranged 

Stewardship Notes 

To sustain life 
In such complex 
And wondrous ways. 

"Oz" 
There is no Emerald City: 
Only coreopsis, compass plant, 
And maximilian sunflower, 
Sprayed gold across the fields, 
Asters and thistles rising 
Among them in regal purple. 
Upon the attendant airs 
Float trembling clouds, 
Communities of monarchs, 
Their royal procession 
Performed in dizzy leisure, 
Their imperial progress 
Enacted with delicate urgency. 

Elizabeth Schultz, The Chancellors Club 
Teaching Professor of English at the 
University of Kansas, author, and KLT 
member, explores her own response to the 
natural world in "Senses of Place," a 
Stewardship Notes feature. 

Kansas Land Trust, Summer, 2000 

Regional Events in 2001 
Concentrate on Place 

The Lawrence Arts Center, Cottonwood Review (a 
literary journal published by the Lawrence Arts 
Center in collaboration with the University of 
Kansas English Department), and the Kansas Land 
Trust are organizing the Kansas Conference on 
Imagination and Place, on the relationship 
between dreams and place, to be held in Lawrence 
in October, 2001. For information on how to write 
and send accounts of dreams or daydreams of 
places, urban, rural or wild (deadline November 1, 
2000), call the Lawrence Arts Center at 785-843-
2787 or the Kansas Land Trust at 785-749-3297. 

The Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance, of which KLT is 
a partner, plans a second Kansas River festival in 
spring, 2001. The festival will take place on week
ends in towns along the river, beginning April 20 
in Junction City and ending in Kansas City on May 
19. For more information, call KVHA at 785-840-
0700. 

"Once in his life a man ought to concentrate his mind 
upon the remembered earth ... to give himself up to a 
particular landscape in his experience, to look at it 
from as many angles as he can, to wonder about it, to 
dwell upon it." --N. Scott Momaday 
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Kansas Land Trust 
Dedicates Oldfather 

Easement 

Left: Hortense "Tensie" Oldfather 
(left), recognized during a May 20 
dedication celebration for her 
donation to KLT of a conservation 
easement on 60 acres afforest, 
agricultural land, and open space 
in Douglas County, converses 
with KLT director Diane Simpson. 
Right: KLT vice president Kelly 
Kindscher leads approximatly 40 
people on a woods walk. 

Hilum Land Trusl 

P.O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

Address Service Requested 

Ways To Become A Land Conservationist 

Every parcel permanently conserved by a land trust helps 
perpetuate a region's unique character and culture and 
enhances the natural resources threatened nationwide by 
loss of open space. Each conservation project, in its own 
way, captures and preserves a moment in time. 

As you plan your year-end giving, please consider the fol
lowing ways to make a contribution to the Kansas Land 
Trust: 

Gift of Stock--A gift of appreciated stock provides you 
with the double benefit of making a contribution to KLT 
and avoiding capital gains on appreciated assets. 

Gift of Real Estate--Donated real estate such as homes, 
vacant lots, or commercial and industrial properties, may 
be sold (with development restrictions, if appropriate), 
with the proceeds used to further the goals of the Kansas 
Land Trust. Gifts of appreciated real estate held long-term 
may entitle a property owner to an income tax deduction 
for its full fair market value, subject to certain limitations. 

Gift Planning--A bequest is a wonderful way to create a 
lasting land legacy. A simple provision in your will ("I 

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

Permit No. 190 

leave $_ to the Kansas Land Trust, Inc., with address at 
P.O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116") will help KLT 
provide its services while decreasing your heirs' estate 
taxes. 

Special Stewardship Fund Gift--The Kansas Land Trust 
Stewardship Fund has been created to cover future 
expenses of monitoring, enforcing compliance with ease
ment restrictions, and underwriting legal defense of the 
easement protections. Please consider a special outright 
gift to ensure KLT's work forevermore. 

Membership Upgrading--Please support KLT's 2000 
annual membership giving campaign at the highest level 
possible. 

Matching Gifts--Your gifts to KLT can be multiplied, if 
your employer has a matching gifts program. (And, 
encourage those setting matching gift policy to support 
conservation organizations such as KLT.) 

Thank you for your generosity. For additional informa
tion about contributing to KLT, call 785-749-3297 or e-mail 
wardklt@lawrence.ixks.com. KLT is a nonprofit, tax
exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. 
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Wabaunsee County Prairie Protected by KLT 
by Sondra McCoy 

Jennifer F. (Jenny) Kennedy of 
Grand Junction, Colorado has donated a con
servation easement on 24 acres of high quality 
native prairie in Wabaunsee County, Kansas, to 
the Kansas Land Trust (KLT). 

The prairie, part of a 65-acre tract of 
land, is located at the east edge of the county, 
8/10 of a mile west of the village of Dover. 
Before listing the property for sale, Jenny made 
the decision that she would ensure the protec
tion of the prairie for its future. She began tak
ing the necessary steps involved with an ease
ment, eventually completing and signing the 
deed with KLT in September, 2000, just prior to 
closing on the entire 65 acres with buyers Tom 
and Joan Doll. 

These facts tell only part of the story. 
Here is the rest. 

The weather was a balmy 70 degrees 
on October 3, 2000, when I drove over to 
Wabaunsee County to visit Tom and Joan Doll. 
They had just finished moving from Arkansas 
to their recently purchased 65-acre farm. The 
Dolls offered a visit through their handsome 
70-year-old remodeled farm house, but I was 
eager to see the prairie, so Tom and I headed 
that way. A humid wind blew from the south; 
the gray overcast sky dulled the colors of the 
grass and trees. We first walked through a field 
of very wet three-foot-tall brome. The 24-acre 
native prairie stood at the back third of the 65-
acre tract. The recently mowed rust-colored 
prairie rolled down into tree line draws and 
two ponds. We walked the entire area. All the 
while, Tom talked enthusiastically about pre
serving this prairie forever. He is very satisfied 
with the easement and never wants the prairie 
changed or developed. 

When Jenny purchased the property 
in 1985, she knew there was a tallgrass prairie 
at the north end of her land, but she knew little 
about a prairie. She became much more knowl
edgeable after volunteering at the Tall Grass 
Prairie Preserve (Z-Bar Ranch) in Chase 
County. There she learned what a rare and pre
cious resource she had on her farm. 

Jenny lived on her farm until she 
moved to Colorado. Even though she moved 
far away, she arranged for her prairie to be well 
maintained. It was not burned, but it was 
hayed each year, and woody growth was kept 
confined to the deep draws. Much of the 
remainder of her 65 acres was planted to 
brome grass and hayed annually. A two-acre 
woods stands at the east side of the 
brome field, which has been terraced 
and occasionally holds water in small 
pools. 

The Kennedy/Doll prairie in Wabaunsee 
County is permanently protected by a 
conservation easement held by the 
Kansas Land Trust. Landowner Jennifer 
Kennedy, now living in Colorado, enjoys a visit 
to her prairie prior to selling the land to Tom and 
Joan Doll. 

Interested in the preservation of her 
beautiful prairie parcel, and feeling an obliga
tion to it, Jenny contacted KLT in 1998, for 
information how this might be accomplished. 

She also contacted the Kansas Field 
Office, U. S. Dept. of Interior, Fish & Wildlife 
Service, asking for an expert to come evaluate 
her native tallgrass prairie. Responding to her 
invitation, Greg Kramos, Fish & Wildlife 
Biologist, visited the property a total of four 
times and encouraged her to preserve "such an 

important ecosystem." In his description, he 
wrote, "The 24-acre, native tallgrass prairie is 
annually hayed and divided into five separate 
meadows .... These meadows are divided by a 
series of woody draws and ponds. The woody 
draws are primarily dominated by Elm, 
Cottonwood, Hackberry, Eastern red cedar, 
Honey locust, Choke cherry, American plum 

and Rough-leaf dogwood .... Meadows 1-4 are 
in excellent condition and throughout the sum
mer exhibited excellent species diversity." 
(Meadow 5 had not been hayed or burned for 
a number of years.) "The U. S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service recognizes that the tallgrass prairie .. .is 
an extremely important, rare, and declining 
ecosystem. And with less than 2% of our 
native tallgrass prairie left in North America, 
every acre is important-especially when these 
small prairies are in areas ... threatened by sub
urban sprawl and in excellent condition, as 
your prairie is. The Service encourages and 
supports your efforts in preserving such an 
important ecosystem." 

Continued on page 4 
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OUTLOOK 

"FIRST DECADE" 
By Laurie Ward 

This year, in 2000, the Kansas 
Land Trust observes the tenth anniversary 
since its founding in 1990. In these ten 
years, KLT spent two legislative sessions 
working for the successful passage of the 
Uniform Conservation Easement Act in 
Kansas; negotiated and accepted nine con
servation easements, protecting a total of 
1,896 acres of Kansas open space and agri
cultural lands; and launched the Kaw 
Valley Heritage Alliance project with its 
Rollin' Down the River Festival in 1997. It 
produced a number of publications on land 
conservation, with particular emphasis on 
conservation easements. 

Four have worked as the organi
zation's executive director: Kelly 
Kindscher, from early 1990 until mid-1992; 
Carol Estes, 1992 to 1993; Joyce Wolf, mid-
1993 to December 31,1997; and yours truly, 
January 1, 1998, to present. 

To me, the real heroes of KLT are 
the various individuals who have served 
voluntarily on the Board of Directors. This 
board provides expertise in law, account
ing, finance, real estate, land transactions, 
conservation, biology, insurance, fund rais
ing, writing, design, communications, edu
cation, administration, planning, and much 
more. 

KLT founding board members 
listed in the Articles of Incorporation, July, 
1990, are: Bill Ward, Ernie Eck, Sarah Dean, 
John Simpson, Steve Hamburg, Marsha 
Marshall, Diane Simpson, Joyce Wolf, and 
Sandra Strand. Expanding and succeeding 
this group have been: Don Worster, Kelly 
Kindscher, donna luckey, Rich Niebaum, 
Brian Donahue, Leo Lauber, Lynn 
Byczynski, Sidney Garrett, Cathy Tortorici, 
Myrl Duncan, Rick Mitchell, Bob Russell, 
Bruce Plenk, Bev Worster, Sandy McCoy, 
Bill Hambleton, Mary Louise Gibson, and 
Tim Metz. Steve Hamburg led as president 
from 1990-1993, followed by donna luckey 
until early 1994, Bill Ward through the end 
of 1995, and donna from early 1996 to pre
sent. 

KLT, its board, other volunteers, 
members, and staff, looks to the next 
decades of effective local efforts in preserv
ing natural areas, the rural landscape, and 
in turn, clean water and air--work which 
lies fundamental to human society. 

Hello, Good-Bye to KLT Board Members 

During 2000, KLT welcomed four new 
Board of Directors members, Mary 
Louise Gibson, William H. (Bill) 
Hambleton, Sondra (Sandy) McCoy, and 
Tim Metz, and bade a fond farewell to 
founding director Sarah Dean, Lawrence, 
whose last term of service finished in 
2000; Bob Russell, Lawrence, who com
pleted a three-year term on the board; 
and to Marsha Marshall, another found
ing director, who moved with her hus
band Ric to Edwards, Colorado. The 
contributions of these three dedicated 
individuals will be felt by the organiza
tion for many years to come. 

Mary Louise of Olathe, is a Kansas 
native, Kansas City community volun
teer, and Johnson County realtor. She is 
eager to help raise public awareness 
about KLT. "It's really exciting to think 
of turning the public on to ways to pre
serve and protect our environment with 
thoughtful planning," she said. Bill, 
Sandy, and Tim all live in Lawrence. 

Bill, University of Kansas Emeritus 
Professor of Geology and Emeritus 
Director of the Kansas Geological 
Survey, served as an energy advisor to 
Kansas Governors Robert Docking and 
Robert Bennett and to President Jimmy 
Carter. Bill volunteers for a number of 
organizations, has since his retirement 
developed a lecture on "Geology and 
Landscape Art," and is interested in the 
urban-rural interface, multiple land use, 
and sustainable resources. Sandy has 
worked and still continues as a teacher 
and writer of American, Kansas, and 
local history. Two of her major concerns 
are land conservation and the environ
ment. Tim recently took the position of 
executive director of Wakarusa Valley 
Development Inc. Upon joining the 
board, Tim said, "I have finally managed 
to get involved with a group of people 
and an issue that really matters person
ally to me." KLT is most fortunate to 
have this fine group providing leadership 
and guidance. 
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Take Your Pick 
The Kansas Land Trust offers one of the following for a donation of $100 or more (check one and 
send this form with your donation). 

_KLT Note Cards featuring a color photograph of Lisa Grossman's painting, 
Konza-Snow Sketch II. Five-pack, blank inside, envelopes included. 

_Touching the Sky by Denise Low. Essays on the history and soul of Kansas and the 
Great Plains by a Kansas poet laureate. 

Yes! Here is my annual gift of $ ___________ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

My gift is in memory of/in honor of (circle one) (name). 
[KLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses.] 
My company, ,will match this contribution. 

In addition, here is my gift of $ for the KLT Stewardship Fund for long-term land monitoring and protection. 
Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. $ Other 
Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

Name ________________________________________________ _ 

$5,000 Guardian 
$1,000 Steward 
$500 Protector 
$250 Caretaker 
$100 Keeper 

Address ______________________________________________ _ 
City _____________ ,State ___________ __ 
Nine-Digit Zip Code ____________________________________ _ $50 Sustainer 

$25 Member Area code and telephone number __________________________ _ 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions. and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please 
make checks payable and mail with this form to Kansas Land Trust, P.O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

~-~---------------------------------------------~ 

When the light changes, there's a chance that the most familiar 
place may become unknown. Even Baker Wetlands, so close to Lawrence 
and visited so often, in the late light of an October afternoon seem 
estranged. They demand new attention. You don't turn off your eyes at 
dusk; you adjust them to distinguish among shadows, but like the ani
mal that you are and like the animals who surround you, though you see 
them not, your senses of smell and sound intensify in the gathering dark
ness. You can see around and through obstacles with smell and sound. 

Behind clouds, the sun seems smeared in streaks of magenta 
and lavender. Entering the wetlands by the familiar path on the northern 
edge, I am thronged by shadows. I sniff. The air seems layered with dank 
odors from canal and marsh and with a smell of drying wheat from the 
seeds and leaves of Thistle, Sunflower, Aster, Switchgrass, Bluestem, 
Cordgrass. I hear the interconnections among insects, frogs, and birds, 
of diverse life in grassy thickets and marshy places. I know that at this 
time of year a variety of sparrows are congregating here-Savannah, 
Harris, Fox, Field, and Swamp--and that there are those who can distin
guish among their chirps, but I am content to listen to their generalized 
chatter, to their short crisp songs and their brisk frisking in rasping sun
flower stalks as they forage before nightfall. Crickets, too, have their say. 
Invisible to me, they harp on, orchestrating their own lives strictly for 
their own pleasure. 

Following the path, I make out a black swatch spread across 
the grass. As I approach, the swatch rises with a whoosh of air like a 
hoisted dark sail: black birds magnetized together in flight. I catch the 
drift of another odor, this one distinct and pungent, associated for me 
with Michigan woods and with death on Kansas highways. The unrav
elling of skunk scent becomes a definitive string laid across the intricate 

layering of plant and water odors. Ahead, I 
detect a small, dense form, and as I come closer, 
stop, and stare, I can see it is an adolescent 
skunk, its elegant white pattern as vivid as a 
skeletal phosphorescent Hallowe'en hand, signalling certain identity. 
Turning from its evening business, the skunk catches my scent, raises its 
tail into a defiant plume, and addresses me with shining eyes and beady 
nose. I become still life. Recognizing no immediate threat, however, it 
lets down its guard and waddles away into a bramble of wild roses, leav
ing only that piercing scent stitched into the fabric of the air. 

At the cross-roads, four white bee-boxes glow quietly. I turn 
west, drawn by the reddening sky and rustlings along the path. Two rab
bits burst gleefully out from the tangle of brush. They shake themselves 
and scoot. The sun is down now, but the sky becomes an incandescent 
scarlet, neon. In a stunted Hackberry, the silhouetted shapes of doves 
appear exquisitely cut out, and in the distance, a row of trees stands 
dimensionless, their branches black lines drawn in fine detail against the 
flaming sky. The red fades behind the trees, and the sky's blue deepens 
oceanically. A crescent moon emerges as an atoll. 

I feel suspended between earth and sky in this twilight. I won
der what is the sound of the moon? the smell of the moon? From its tip, 
the moon drops down to me a single star; I translate it into the earth I 
know: a grain of salt, a seed of Cordgrass, a white flower petal. 

Elizabeth Schultz, The Chancellors Club Teaching Professor of English at the 
University of Kansas, author, and KLT member, explores her own response to the 
natural world in "Senses of Place," a Stewardship Notes feature. 
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Drawing by 
donna luckey, 

1966 

Wabaunsee County Prairie-- continued from page 1 

Chris Lauver, Associate Scientist at the Kansas Biological 
Survey, identified twenty-four important plant species present on 
the Kennedy prairie. He said, however, that the hay meadow con
tained many more species than that The main species were Big 
bluestem, Little bluestem, and Indiangrass, with Leadplant, 
Butterfly milkweed, Purple prairie clover, amongst many others 
scattered throughout the site. He noted that at one time the prop
erty was entirely prairie, but now invasive woody plants have 
moved in to fill the draws and surround the ponds. 

While Jenny and KLT were working on the conservation 
easement process, she contracted to sell the entire 65-acre tract to 
the Dolls. They agreed to buying the land with the conservation 
easement. 

The easement prohibits structures, commercial activities, 
and practices which would harm the prairie, such as plowing. By 
saving the prairie in its natural state, a home to many wild animals 
such as deer, coyote, red-tailed hawk, Canada geese, and others, is 
also saved. Whenever the property changes hands from now on, 
the conservation easement will run with the land. 

By example, Jenny wants to inspire other landowners to 
learn about and appreciate the prairie, and to place easements on 
the few remaining tracts of native tallgrass prairie. On the day of 
signing the easement, Jenny shook KLT executive director Laurie 
Ward's hand, looked her in the eye, and said, "Thank you for taking 
care of my prairie." 

Sincere Thanks 

Thank you to Linda Lang and Gerry Prescott for 
the ways they continue to give of themselves to 
KLT. Also, thanks to KU graphic design senior 
Andy Sherman who assisted KLT journalism 
intern Katie Jaeger this fall with a special flyer 
promoting the KLT note card series. 

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

Permit No. 190 

KLT is grateful to Jenny Kennedy for her generous donation of the 
conservation easement and to Tom and Joan Doll, the "next genera
tion" of stewards in the life of a beautiful, tallgrass prairie. 

This beaver pond is located on the Wabaunsee County 
property which recently became protected by the ninth . 
conservation easement held by the Kansas Land Trust. 
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KLT & Lawrence Arts Center to Collaborate on 
Imagination & Place Conference, October 19 - 21, 2001 

by Rick Mitchell 
Poet Robert Kelly, in an essay 

titled "Hypnogeography," from his 1988 
book, Doctor of Silence, advanced the idea 
that dreams can provide a deeper, more 
complete geography. Kelly called for "all 
generous persons to record their dreams 
and when possible to compare them with 
the real places so that we might have a 
more complete record of those places, a 
truer geography, if you will." 

The staffs of the Kansas Land 
Trust and the Lawrence Arts Center and 
LAC's literary publication, Cottonwood 
Review, embraced Kelly's proposal and 
determined to begin compiling a dream 
archive about place. In addition, they have 
enlisted some of the world's most 
acclaimed thinkers (including Kelly him
self) to examine the recordings of dreams. 
These documents will constitute the basis 
for a conference considering the influence 
of dreams on our perceptions of places. 
Presenters at the October 19-21, 2001, 
Kansas Conference on Imagination & 
Place will be provided with transcripts of 
dreams from the dream archive and will 
also rely on their own studies in this area 
for their presentations to conference atten
dees. Each presenter will prepare a paper 
for publication in a special issue of 
Cottonwood Review. Following this pub
lication, conference material will be col
lected in a book for printing and distribu
tion through a major academic press. The 
Center for American Places 
(Harrisonburg, VA) is literary agent for 
this aspect of the project. 

As organizers have formed the 
idea for the Kansas Conference on 
Imagination and Place, we have asked 
ourselves why is it so important to us? 
One encompassing answer: to increase the 
odds for survival. 

I recently attended a corporate 
retreat in which the facilitator beseeched 
the participants to "think outside the box." 
I considered this characterization of imag-

ination and realized that many people I 
know who do think outside the box (for 
some that box is a mere speck on the hori
zon!), often meet resistance from those 
who, for one reason or another, are invest
ed in "the box." 

What does true "outside the box" 
thinking entail? We profess that we are 
interested in imagination and creative 
thinking. But when change is called for we 
must ask: who does it threaten and why? 
And, more to the point of our conference, 
what generates and inspires imaginative 
thinking? From where do imaginative 
ideas come? 

When unknown frontiers still 
lay ahead, attitudes about 

land often involved dreams of 
exploration and acquisition. 
Now, with every continent 
explored and mapped and 
inhabitable places growing 

increasingly crowded, we are 
thinking about our environ

ment differently. 

To me, imaginative thinking sug
gests flexibility and the ability to be 
resourceful when faced with situations in 
reality. Sometimes these situations 
involve survival, and they may be either 
simple and reflexive, like avoiding an acci
dent, or complex and meditative, 

The world, it seems, gets smaller 
every day. Increased efficiency in travel 
and communication have created more 
awareness of the world's interconnected
ness, interdependence and ecological and 
social integration. When unknown fron
tiers still lay ahead, attitudes about land 
often involved dreams of exploration and 
acquisition. Now, with every continent 
explored and mapped and inhabitable 
places growing increasingly crowded, we 
are thinking about our environment dif
ferently. To some extent, notions of space 
exploration-- both external (to the planets 
and stars) and internal (through dreams, 
daydreams and imagination) are now 
influencing our attitudes about our 
dwelling place. 

New ideas about how to live in 
places come from these explorations. We 
learn about what we value, what we 
require and what we desire. Also impor
tant, we push ourselves right up against 
the questions: What is possible? What is 
beneficial? What is healthy? 

Perhaps no human faculty is as 
essential to survival as imagination. 
Human imagination generates resource
fulness, adaptability, creativity and inven
tiveness. And no realm of imagination is 
as open, honest and free of restraint as 
dreaming. In dreams and imaginings lie 
the seeds of what will be as weB as the 
expression of our fears. The world in 
which we live, in many ways, is the result 
of the dreams of our forbears-their imag
inings having been brought into reality. 

Continued on page 4 

like curing cancer. In both cases, 
creative thinking may be required. Kansas Conference o n 

The Kansas Conference 
on Imagination and Place will ask 
questions about imagination and 
place. How and why do we think 
the way we do about the places in 
which we live? 

imaGination 
lace 
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OUTLOOK 

"OPPORTUNITY TAKEN" 
By Laurie Ward 

Thanks to the generous giving 
of Kansas Land Trust members last year, 
the Board of Directors voted in late 2000 
to add an additional half-time position to 
the staff. Board President donna luckey 
and I met to discuss many possible job 
descriptions. 

I have done much careful think
ing and have decided that KLT has been 
presented with an opportunity to make 
way for important and needed growth. 
At this time, I would like to stay at half
time, but to me, KLT should have and 
deserves an executive director who will 
be working full-time, if not today, then 
very soon. With a good solid transition 
now, that person will be hiring others 
before long to help with administration, 
land assessment and stewardship, legal 
assistance, fundraising, and more. 

I will stay with KLT as a direc
tor of special projects, initially continu
ing with newsletters, membership, mem
ber events, database work, and some 
ongoing activities. I will also help with 
the transition to a new executive director, 
special programs, and fund raising. 

It has been and still is my honor 
to serve Kansas Land Trust. I have 
always felt that the board members are 
the most dedicated and talented group 
with whom anyone could ever hope to 
work. I look forward to seeing KLT 
through to a new era with them and our 
members. 

I appreciate the faith and sup
port of all who believe in KLT and its role 
to protect land in the state. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR KANSAS LAND TRUST: 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO PRESERVE KANSAS LAND 

KLT is searching for an Executive Director: one-half-time+, with potential to 
become full-time. KLT is a Lawrence-based 501 ( c ) ( 3 ) not-for-profit organization dedi
cated to the preservation of land in the state of Kansas. Duties include working with 
landowners, a strong professional Board of Directors and one half-time employee to secure 
and monitor conservation easements. Other duties include fundraising, administration, 
record keeping and public relations. For a full job description and instructions on how to 
apply contact Rick Mitchell, 785-843-2787, FAX 785-843-6299, E-mail- lacaia@sun
flower.com. Writing address: P.O. Box 1116 Lawrence, KS 66044. All application materials 
must be received by June 30. Kansas Land Trust is an equal opportunity employer. 

KONZA PRAIRIE NOTE CARDS FOR SALE 

Lawrence landscape artist Lisa Grossman has produced the third in a series of note cards made specially 
for the Kansas Land Trust and offered for sale or as a 
thank-you for a $100 donation (see top of p.3). 

To order these cards featuring a reproduced beautiful 
painting, "Konza-Snow Sketch II" (with a flaming 
orange sky), send $12.00 for each six-pack with 
envelopes to the Kansas Land Trust. Please include 
$1.00 shipping and handling for the first pack; $.50 for 
each additional pack. Be sure to indicate (1) the num
ber of packs, and (2) your name and mailing address 
with zip code. All proceeds will go to the Kansas Land 
Trust general fund for land-saving activities. 
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Take Your Pick 
The Kansas Land Trust offers one of the following for a donation of $100 or more (check one and 
send this form with your donation). 

_KLT Note Cards featuring a color photograph of Lisa Grossman's painting, 
Konza-Snow Sketch II. Five-pack, blank inside, envelopes included. 

_Touching the Sky by Denise Low. Essays on the history and soul of Kansas and the 
Great Plains by a Kansas poet laureate. 

Yes! Here is my annual membership gift of $ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

And, here is an additional gift of $ for long-term land monitoring and protection. 

My gift is in memory of/in honor of (circle one) (name). 
[KLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses.] 

My company, .will match this contribution. 

_ Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
_ I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
_ Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

Name. _____________________________________________ _ 

Address ____________________________________________ _ 
City .5tate _________ _ 
Nine-Digit Zip Code, _________________________________ _ 
Area code and telephone number _____________________ _ 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable and mail 
with this form to Kansas Land Trust, P.O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 . 

. -----------------------------------------------~ 

After rain and high winds, the morning air is still. The 
Missouri River moves sedately through this floodplain forest. Once, 
before levees were built, we would have been walking through lowland 
prairies, skirting marshes; upland sandpipers and piping plovers would 
have been high-stepping on sandbars in the river. Instead, we follow a 
path into a dense weave, great cottonwoods, sycamore, and ash, the 
standing warp for the tangled woof of fallen trees and thick grape vines. 
Back-lit, a gauze of shining threads connects the understory's complexi
ty of wild carrot, Solomon's seal, the all-invasive garlic mustard, and 
waist-high horsetails. The green of this fabric, freshly washed, has the 
sheen of newness. We are on the lookout for birds. Identifying them
selves by glint of color, by bright sound, they are not still. 

Entering the river road, muddy from the rain, we find coon 
tracks to lead us in. A brown thrasher's whichoo-which welcomes us, fol
lowed quickly by the coo of mourning dove, the calls of titmouse, ruby
crowned kinglet, and warbling vireo, and the tat-tat of red-headed 
woodpecker. We seek out a grove of tall sycamores, stretched out in 
white silhouettes against a pale blue sky, where elusive yellow-throated 
warblers is known to spend its days. Someone saw the warbler here just 
yesterday, and suddenly high up in the trees, we hear the bird's gay 
whistle, teedle, teedle, teedle. We move closer. With binoculars, we catch 
a flit, but the bird vanishes behind sycamore leaves the size of hands. We 
look for it creeping along the tree trunk, gleaning its way upward. If only 
it would fly free of branches and reveal itself to us ... 

Though our business is spring-time birds in Kansas, birds 
insist on tending to their own business. Seeking one thing, howeveJ; we 
find another. A northern parula zips grey and yellow into the green fab 

ric and comes out on the other side of an 
American elm. The tree, surviving lightning, dis
ease, and time, reigns here at last a solitary god
dess, rising in an immense fountain of green, beneficently reaching out 
her multiple arms in a wide circumference of shade around her. Our 
worship is our wonder. Not rustling a leaf, she accepts it. 

We leave the floodplain, walking into upland forest where oak, 
buckeye, persimmon, paw-paw, pecan, black cherry, and sugar maple 
mix into the woods. We spot mayapple's and jack-in-the-pulpit's distinc
tive shapes beneath them. Here with magenta redbud clouds drifting 
into the trees' dominant green of the trees and with lavender violets and 
phlox dotting the earth, we're reminded that spring isn't yet silent. It's a 
riot: an explosion of seed, bulb, and bud, an exuberance of sound and 
colors. Spring invented advertising. As if to prove it, that golden bird, the 
prothonotary warbler, like a capsule of condensed sunlight, seems to fall 
through greenery. And we find we're surrounded by a chatter of chick
adees and goldfinches. Butterflies--red admirals, zebra swallowtails, 
painted ladies, clouded sulphurs--magically appear, levitating above the 
roadside grasses. 

But there's more to spring than flash and dash. Overhead a 
tiny blue-grey gnatcatcher, toting moss and soft bark, bit by bit, to an oak 
limb, constructs a cylindrical nest, no bigger than a demitasse and per
fectly camouflaged as a burl on the tree. Spring is steady, careful work. 

Elizabeth Schultz, author and KLT member, explores her own response to the 
natural world in "Senses of Place," a Stewardship Notes feature. 
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Imagination Conference continued from page 1 

We know that ancient and indigenous cultures placed 
importance on dreaming. Traditional Native Americans in the 
past made contact with guiding spirits through their dreams or 
received signs upon which they based their actions. Their deep 
appreciation for the sacredness of nature was often celebrated in 
rituals generated from dream images. For them, mountains 
could be sacred, not merely elevations in the terrain, and hunt
ing grounds were used judiciously out of respect for nature's 
animal spirits. Many Native peoples today offer to share this 
way of understanding. 

p.o. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

Address Service Requested 

We have often seen the relationship depicted of imagi
nation/ dreaming and land/place in the work of prominent 
visual artists from Kansas. To a certain extent our sense of iden
tity, as Kansans, comes from the poetic distillation of imaginings 
with the features and characteristics of our land. But accom
plished painters are not the only ones whose dreams define a 
place. Everyone experiences "place," 
geographically, as the unique integra-
tion of environment and thought. 

professor who taught at the universities of Colorado, 
Washington, Toronto and at Notre Dame, Cornell, Yale, 
Princeton and Corpus Christi College, Oxford; Soren Larsen, 
PhD. candidate in sociocultural anthropology at the University 
of Kansas who has conducted ethnographic fieldwork among 
the indigenous Cheslatta T' en of northwest Canada; Denise 
Low, poet, professor of English and Native American Studies at 
Haskell Indian Nations University and author of Spring Geese, 
Starwater, Tulip Elegies, and Touching the Sky. 

Non-Profit 
Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Lawrence, KS 66044 
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A feature of the conference will be a special exhibition 
produced by the Kansas Land Trust in the Lawrence Arts 
Center's gallery titled Imagination and Place: Three 
Perspectives which will present the work of Kansas artists, 
Jane Voorhees, Gesine Janzen and Ronald Michael. Each of 
these artists considers the importance of place in a unique way 

and in media ranging from painting to 
printmaking and ceramics. The exhibition, 

Conference organizers have 
been encouraged by the enthusiasm 
expressed by professionals from many 
disciplines for a conference on this 
theme. Scholars and writers interested 
in place, planning, land use, the rela
tionship of mind to place and the rela
tionship of dreaming to our thoughts 
about place, have agreed to participate. 

The world in which we live, 
in many ways, is the result of 
the dreams of our forbears
their imaginings having been 

brought into reality. 

curated by Lawrence landscape artist Lisa 
Grossman, will open on October 5th and 
run through the conference dates. 

Additional activities offered in con
junction with the conference will be a writ
ing workshop entitled "Write from the 
Earth," conducted by Lawrence writer and 
teacher Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg, and a 
cognitive mapping drawing workshop enti
tled "Mapping Home," conducted by Soren 
Larsen. 

Conference presenters and some of their published 
works are: Edward Casey, philosopher, professor at SUNY 
Stony Brook, and author of The Fate of Place: A Philosophical 
History and Getting Back into Place; Cecil Giscombe, poet, asso
ciate professor of English, Pennsylvania State University and 
author of Into and Out of Dislocation; Denis Cosgrove, cultural 
geographer, Von Humboldt Chair in Geography at UCLA, and 
author of Social Formation and Symbolic Landscape; Barbara 
Tedlock, professor of anthropology at SUNY Buffalo and editor 
of Dreaming: Anthropological and Psychological 
Interpretations; Richard Schoeck, historian and poet, retired 

Tickets for the conference are available for $25 through 
the Kansas Land Trust and the Lawrence Arts Center. Only 300 
tickets will be sold. Tickets entitle the purchaser to participate 
in an activities of the conference. To reserve tickets using Visa 
or Mastercard, call the Lawrence Arts Center at 785-843-2787 or 
E-mail: lacaia@sunflower.com. For information about the con
ference, call the Lawrence Arts Center or the Kansas Land Trust. 

Rick Mitchell is KLT Board of Directors Secretary and Director of the 
Gallery and Special Programs of the Lawrence Arts Center. 
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Kansas land Trus' Annual Report 
January 1, 2000, through December 31, 2000 

MISSION STATEMENT: The Kansas Land Trust is a nonprofit organization that protects and preserves lands of ecological, 
scenic, historic, agricultural, or recreational significance in Kansas. 

Highlights from the year 2000--

Two conservation easements were 
completed, with nearly 100 more projects 
under consideration. One property with a 
KLT conservation easement sold to a new 
owner. KLT now holds easements on three 
properties with subsequent landowners from 
the original grantors of the easements. 

More than forty people attended the 
dedication celebration in May for the conser
vation easement donated in 1999 by Hortense 
"Tensie" Oldfather on 60 acres of forest and 
open space land southwest of Lawrence. 

Nearly eighty people attended the 
Wildflower Walk, held in June on the Akin 
Prairie, east of Lawrence. The event was host
ed by easement donor Tom Akin and his 
daughter Linda Akin Renner of California 
and son Larry Akin of Texas. 

The KLT Board of Directors devel
oped a strategic plan; adopted a monitoring 
policy, altered the easement criteria, making 
them more strict; formally amended the KLT 
by-laws; and revised its model deed of con
servation easement--all important organiza
tional advancements. 

The Kansas Land Trust received 
grants from the William T. Kemper 
Foundation and the Funding Exchange, pro
viding crucial unrestricted funds for operat
ing expenses. 

Kansas Land Trust presentation 
folders were completed, thanks to earlier 
funding from the National Park Service, the 
William T. Kemper Foundation, and from for
mer board member Leo Lauber. 

The KLT mailing list grew to 1,500 
names, with the Board of Directors directly 
involved in building and renewing member
ship. 

Lawrence artist 
Lisa Grossman donated 
the artwork for a third 
style of Kansas Land Trust 
note cards. These cards, 
sold in retail outlets and 
directly through KLT, 
augmented receipts for 
the year. 

Staff and board 
members gave presenta
tions on conservation 
easements and the work 
of land trusts to several 
groups this year and set 
up display tables for a 
number of events or con
ferences. Legal intern 
Amy Trainer attended 
KLT board meetings, took 
and wrote minutes, and 

In 2000, The Nature Conservancy granted Kansas Land Trust a 
conservation easement on 240 acres of native prairie and agricul
tural land in Linn County. 

conducted research on conservation ease
ments, while journalism interns Cati Coy 
and Katie Jaeger offered their writing skills 
and other administrative assistance. 

The Kansas Land Trust is one of 
more than 1,200 land trusts involved with 
grassroots conservation across the nation. 
KLT maintains Sponsor Membership in the 
Land Trust Alliance, which promotes vol
untary land conservation and strengthens 
the land trust movement by providing the 
leadership, information, skills, and 
resources Jand trusts need to conserve land 
for the benefit of communities and natural 
systems. LTA president Jean Hocker, 
speaking on behalf of LTA's land trust 
members, including KLT, said, "When open 
land is lost, we lose an important part of 
who we are. Land links us to our heritage 
and sense of self. We have a responsibility 
to pass it on as we received it." 

And, later in the year, Jennifer E. Kennedy 
granted a conservation easement on a 24-acre 
high quality, native tallgrass prairie in 
Wabaunsee County. 



Kansas Land Trus 
We offer our sincere appreciation to these friends who contributed to thi 

Please let us know if your name 

Jim & Marge Ahrens 
Tom O. Akin 
Helen & Dave Alexander 
Greg & Jill Allen 
Mary E. Allen 
Michael S. Almon 
Kerry & Jan Altenbernd 
Allen & Cathy Ambler 
Tim & Lucia Amsden 
Arthur A. Anderson, Atty.at Law 
Bob Antonio 
Kenneth & Katie Armitage 

Nancy Newlin Ashton 
Ray Aslin 
RonAul 
Kelly Babbit 
Loretta Hendricks- Backus 
Donald M. Baer 
Ron Manka & Linda Bailey 
Debra Baker 
Margaret W. Bangs 
Mrs. Richard A. Barber 
William G. Barnes 
Margaret Barnett 

Robert G. Barnhardt, Jr. 
Steve Baru 
George K. Baum Foundation 
E. Jackson Baur 
Kat Greene & Dan Bentley 
Jerry Sipe & Marybeth Bethel 
Bob Billings 
Alan Black 
Chuck & Jeanne Bleakley 
Bette Booth 
Roger Boyd 
Barbara Brackman 

The Conservation Easements of the Kansas Land Trust 

The conservation easements accepted by the Kansas Land Trust tell the history of this organization. At 
the close of 2000, KLT held nine easements in six counties of Kansas, with a total of 1,896 acres protect
ed. A conservation easement is a legal agreement between a landowner and an organization such as 
KLT that restricts the type and amount of use permitted on the property. Each easement is tailored for 
the land and to fit the landowner's intentions. The terms of a conservation easement become a per
manent part of the title to the property; the original owner and all subsequent owners are bound by the 
restrictions of the easement agreement. KLT accepts only conservation easements which are written in 
perpetuity. 

1. Akin Prairie, 1994. Sixteen acres southeast of Lawrence, very high quality native wildflower prairie, 
access granted to friends of KLT. 

2. Nasseri,1994. One acre near Lecompton, tallgrass native prairie with biological significance, has fed
erally threatened Mead's milkweed. 

3. Klataske, 1996. Forty acres outside Manhattan, native tallgrass prairie, protects viewshed from adja
cent 8,600-acre Konza Prairie, owned by The Nature Conservancy for Kansas State University ecological 
research and education. 

4. Allen, 1997. One hundred sixty-two acres close to Overbrook, including sixty acres of restored prairie, 
significant natural, scenic, open space, and agricultural values. 

5. Russell, 1998. Fifty-three acres south of Lyndon, including thirty-one acres of high quality native prairie 
meadow, wildlife habitat, and cropland. 

6. Ashton, 1998. 1,300 acres near Wellington, prime farmland and open space. 

7. Oldfather, 1999. Sixty acres south of Lawrence, forested hill, a historic landscape feature, scenic, open 
space, and agricultural areas. 

8. The Nature Conservancy, 2000. 240 acres near Prescott, native prairie, agricultural, wildlife habitat 
areas. 

9. Kennedy, 2000. 24 acres west of Dover, high quality native tallgrass prairie and prairie buffer. 
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Jessie & Vernon Branson 
Shirley Braunlich 
Betsy Russell Broda 
Cindi & Russell Broda 
Liz Brosius 
Dennis J. Brown 
John & Carolyn Brushwood 
Rex & Susan Buchanan 
Lynn & Don Buckholz 
Steve Burr 
Lance Burr, Atty. at Law 
William H. and Anna F. Busby 
Sherrill & Don Bushell 
Henry N. Butler 
Dan Nagengast 
& Lynn Byczynski 

George Byers 
Mike & Laura Cal well 
Peter & Rosalea Postma Carttar 
Gene & Pam Carvalho 
Deborah Garnett & Steve Case 
Betty Jo Charlton 
Allan J. Cigler 
J. Bunker Clark 
Jackson Clark 
Lois Clark 
Matthew B. 
& Jerri Niebaum Clark 

Clark H. Coan 
Ann Kuckelman Cobb 
Matthew B. Cobb 
George & Margaret Coggins 
Peter & Sue Cohen 
Dorothy Converse 
John Craft 
John Craft/ Craft Bldg. 
& Remodelling 

Marie Cross 
John & Cindy Dalton 
Robert Dalton 
John Dardess 
Pam Darnell 
Alice E. Davis 
Kim Dayton 
Sarah & Ray Dean 
Mari Sorensen Detrixhe 
Pam Roffol Dobies 
Dan & Latane Donelin 
Wakefield Dort, Jr. 
Myrl Duncan 
Patricia Karlin & Ernie Eck 
Steve & Chris Edmonds 
Ron Schorr & Georgann Eglinski 
Julie Elfving 
Hilda Enoch 
Dennis & Debra Eskie 
Dr. Barbara Etzel 
Teri Canfield-Eye & Bob Eye 
Louise Farrell 
Eleanor Mackey Ferguson 
Oliver & Rebecca Finney 
J. Robert Fluker 
Kent & Bath Foerster 
Kim Forehand 
Jane Fortun 
Carol B. Francis 
Joe Bickford & marci francisco 
Amy Lee & Richard Frydman 
Sidney Garrett 

Jan Gart0~ 
Ruth ( .ich 
Philip Scnrodt 
& Deborah Gen 

Janet & Kyle Ger 
Mary Louise Gib 
Paul & Helen Gil 
Debi Gilley 
J. G. & Arden Gli 
Web & Joan Gold 
James T. Good 
Gary & PamGm 
Dean & Ginny G 
Karen & Jim GTa' 
Kathryn A. Grav, 
Rachel Greenwoe 
Doug & Ruth An 
David Gundy 
George & Susan ~ 
Martha Hagedon 
Chuck & Joyce H 
Kathleen & H. H. 
Bob Ham 
William W. 
& Nancy S. Ham 

Steven Hamburg 
Phylis Hancock 
Dorothy 1. Hard! 
Catherine Haube: 
Dale Hazlett 
Judith A. Robinsc 
& Darrell L. Hen 

Sally H 
Jeanne!. .lierste 
Emily Hill 
Marcia & Stepher 
Tresa Hill 
Jim Hillesheim 
Dwight & Peggy 
Sue & Dick Hime 
Pat Hirsch 
T.J. Hittle Landsc 
Bruce 1. Hogle 
Paul Hotvedt 
Carleen Howieso: 
Ruth & John Hug 
Philip & Mary Lo 
Tom Huntzinger 
Nancy & ScottJa( 
WesJackson 
Thomas Dale Jace 
Betty C. Jennings 
Bernadette Jilka 
Howell D. Johnsc 
Paula & Dick Joru 
R.F. Johnston 
Elaine E. Jones 
Martin Jones 
Glenn Jordan 
Jerry Jost 
Joe Karbank 
David & Sharyn I 
Pat Kehde 
Wm. T. T' -mper . 
Jennifet dledy 
Mr. & Mrs. StanlE 
Kelly Kindscher 
Joe & Cille King 
Joe Krahn 
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Y A. Kern 

Doug & Janet Krueger 
Neil Shanberg 
& Elizabeth Kundin 

Elizabeth Kuznesof 
Steve Lane 
Linda Lang 
Caryn Goldberg & Ken Lassman 
Dr. Leo E. Lauber 
Chris Lauver 
Betty Leech 
Bob & Betty Lichtwardt 
Carolyn E. Litwin 
Robert & Joy Lominska 
Cliff Long 
Burdett & Michel Loomis 
Lois Orth-Lopes & Steve Lopes 
Hillary Loring 
Linda & John Lungstrom 
Chuck & Joey Magerl 
Mark Maher 
Judith K. Major 
Janet Majure 
Lisa Bitel & Peter Mancall 
Marsha & Ric Marshall 
Nancy & Rob Marshall 
Carl Thor & Sara Martin 
Helen Martin 
Keith Martin 
Roger Martin 
Bob & Patricia Marvin 
Marilyn & George McCleary 
McCluggage Van Sickle & Perry 
Sondra McCoy 
McDonald's of Kansas 
J. Mark McDowell 
Ross & Margaret McKinney 
Caroline & Robert L. McKnight 
J. Hammond McNish 
Susan T. McRory 
Mark Meers 
Janice Melland 
Gwyn Mellinger 
Robert W. Melton 
Charles & Mary Michener 
Mary P. Miller 
Ocoee Miller 
Tim Miller 
David & Susan Millstein 
Phil Minkin 
James Minnerath 
Nancy S. Mitchell 
Rick Mitchell 
Kent Montei-KS Wildlife 
& Parks 

Richard Morantz 
& Carolyn Micek 

Michael Morley 
Robert Mossman 
David Mucci 
Clarice Mulford 
Melanie C. Hepburn 
& Garth Myers 

John & Carol Nalbandian 
Marjorie Newmark 
Daryl Nickel 
Jerry & Judy Niebaum 
Dale & Reva Nirnz 
The Noll Family 

Joy deMaranville 
& Frank Norman 

Jim Lewis & Nancy O'Connor 
Oread Friends Meeting 
Gene & Mary Oswald 
H.G. Palmer 
Steve McCoy - Paradise Cafe 
Verdou & Helen Parish 
Ron Parks 
Craig Patterson 
Lowell Paul 
Kim & Alison Pearse 
David Pierce & Martha Pierce 
Ron Seibold-
Pines International Inc. 

Galen L. Pittman 
Dwight Platt 
Bruce Plenk 
Drs. Agi & Henry Plenk 
Paul D. Post 
Mrs. James L. Postma 
Daniel Poull 
Rex Powell 
Jim Power 
Carol Prentice 
Johanna & Laurance Price 
Ann Johnson & Rick Prum 
Clifton & Deborah Pye 
R. H. & Kathleen L. Raney 
Teresa Rasmussen 
Milton Reichart 
Cathy Reinhardt 
Linda Akin Renner 
Rita Ricks 
Bill Riley 
Lauren Ritterbush 
W. Stitt Robinson 
Kim Roddis 
Stanley Lombardo 
& Judith Roitman 

Trish Rose 
Beverly & Howard Rosenfeld 
Jean Rosenthal 
Greg Rupp & Jennifer Roth 
Stan & Janet Roth 
v.L. Roush 
Glenn Garneau & Sylvie Rueff 
Mike Rundle 
Grace Russell 
Robert E. Russell 
Judith & Frank Sabatini 
Dan Sabatini-
Sabatini & Assoc. Architects 
Dru & Bill Sampson 
John & Jane Scarffe 
Myles Schacter 
Robert Schehrer 
Alvin & Joyce Schild 
Webster Schott 
Margaret Schroeder 
Elizabeth Schultz 
Sheryl A. Schultz+Farnily 
Bob & Judy Schumann 
Bob Schumm 
Todd & Jeannot Seymour 
Edward & Cynthia Shaw 
Sandra Shaw 
Richard Sheridan 
Greg Shipe 

Terry Shistar 
Steve Mason & Gayle Sigurdson 
Ann Simpson 
Diane Worthington Simpson 
John M. Simpson 
Fred & Lilian Six 
Dorothy Jean Slentz 
Beverly Smith 
Sandra J. Smith 
Malcolm Smith & Family 
Bruce & Leslie Snead 
John Solbach, Attorney at Law 
Sonoran Institute 
Haskell Springer 
Heinrich & Ursula Stammler 
Charles L. Stansifer 
Martha Rose Steincamp 
Steve Stemmerman 
Margaret E. Stewart 
Joan Stone 
Sandra Strand 
Michael Stubbs 
Robert AntonChristensen & Rita 
Joy Stucky 
Robert N. & Barbara A. Sudlow 
Edith Taylor 
Orley & Toni Taylor 
Gary Tegtmeier 
Tekgraphics 
Margaret Thomas 
Ann Jeffries Thompson 
Barb Clauson & Bob Tirnrn 
Cathy Tortorici 
Amy Trainer 
James Woelfel & Sarah Trulove 
Ruth & Austin Tumey 
Marjorie Turrell 

Bill & Kathryn Tuttle 
Anne Underwood 
Therese & Larry Uri 
Lynn & Marjorie Van Buren 
Carolyn Coleman 
& Dave Van Hee 

Joanna & Chad Voigt 
Barbara Ashton Waggoner 
Matthew Wagoner 
Laurie Ward 
Mayme Pearl Ward 
Robert & Martha Ward 
Claire Waring 
Warren's Christmas Tree Farm 
Marian & Charles Warriner 
Barbara L. Watkins 
Dan Watkins 
William Watson 
Rosemary Weber 
Margaret Wedge 
Paul Weidhaas 
Roger Wells 
Sally Wells 
Joe A. White 
Wilderness Community 
Educ. Fdn. 

Mike Wildgen 
Paul Willis 
M.J. Willoughby 
Harriet Wilson 
T.A. Wilson 
Jack Winerock 
WintWinter 
Sarah Woellhof 
Ron & Joyce Wolf 
Don & Bev Worster 
Anne Wright 

Dear Friends of Kansas Land Trust: 

This Kansas Land Trust Annual Report for the year 2000 
includes the honor roll of donors, financial figures, and the 
updated list of held conservation easements. 

The number of gifts to KLT rose by 10% over 1999, although 
the dollar amount of those gifts decreased by 4%. (Some large 
gifts were received after the first of2001.) We are grateful for 
increasing numbers of donors joining with our land-saving 
efforts. 

We thank you--landowners, members, business associates, 
friends--for your interest and referrals and for your contribu
tions of money, time, and skills. All of you have combined to 
make this a strong organization with a promising future. 

Also, thank you in advance for your continued generosity. 
Together we are protecting features of the Kansas landscape we 
love--one parcel at a time. 

Sincerely yours, 
donna luckey 
President, Board of Directors 

Laurie Ward 
Executive Director 
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Dr. Valerie F. Wright 
Mary Lou Wright Arthur D. Dayton Bill Ward 
David Wristen Kim Dayton Margaret Barnett 
Norm & Anne Yetman John Craft 
Mike & Beth Yoder E. Raymond Kathryn A. Graves 
Joanne Bergman & Mary F. Hall Chuck & Joyce Haines 
& Bob Yoos Kathleen & H. H. Hall Joe Krahn 

Carolyn Young Joe Krahn 
Fran Zillner Robert T. Hersh Martha Rose Steincamp 

Sally Hersh Joan Stone 
Names of people memo- Sally Hersh Sandra Strand 
rialized or honored by Mayme Pearl Ward 
gifts to KLT are followed Justin D. Hill, Sr. Robert & Martha Ward 
by donor names. Emily Hill David Wristen 

IN MEMORY OF David R. Mackey IN HONOR OF 
Dr. William M. Balfour Eleanor Mackey Margaret Barnett 
Debi Gilley Ferguson Robert & Martha Ward 

Juanita Babbit Shelley Miller CHf Barron 
Kelly Babbit Janice Melland Pam Darnell 

Adolf Bartel Timothy F. Mitchell Martin & Beckett 
John Craft Nancy S. Mitchell Bergstrom 

Helen Martin 
Bill Bartholome, M.D. Robert E. Russell 
Pam Roffol Dobies Russ, Cindi, Sage and Sarah & Ray Dean 

Deacon Broda Ann Simpson 
Ivan L. Boyd, Ph.D. 
Robert G. Barnhardt, Jr. Charles Stough Henry & Dorothy 

Margaret Schroeder Gerner 
John Clark Philip Schrodt & Deborah 
Norm & Anne Yetman Mr. & Mrs. N. T. Veatch Gerner 

Mrs. Richard A. Barber 

2000 Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors and Staff. Back row, left to right: 
Secretary Rick Mitchell, President donna luckey, Myrl Duncan, Treasurer Sidney 
Garrett, Bev Worster, Bill Hambleton, Diane Simpson. Front row, left to right: 
Sondra McCoy, Mary Louise Gibson, Vice President Kelly Kindscher, Bruce Plenk, 
Executive Director Laurie Ward. Not pictured: Tim Metz. 
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Eleanor Lowe 
Caroline 
& Robert L. McKnight 

Rich Niebaum 
& Laurie Weber 
Matthew B. & Jerri 
Niebaum Clark 

Tensie Oldfather 
Bob Billings 
J. Bunker Clark 

Tim Plenk & Janet 
Axelrod 
Bruce Plenk 

Cecile B. Raney 
Ruth & John Hughes 

Robert & Ann Russell 
Betsy Russell Broda 
Joanna & Chad Voigt 

Diane Simpson 
Cathy Reinhardt 

Peggy Sullivan 
Roger Martin 

Joyce Wolf 
Hilda Enoch 

Diane Tegtmeier 
Ann Simpson 

Robert & Martha Ward 
John & Cindy Dalton 

Laurie Ward 
Diane Simpson 
Robert & Martha Ward 

Mayme Pearl Ward 
Robert & Martha Ward 

David Wristen 
Sandra J. Smith 
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BALANCE SHEET 

ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents $66,768.47 
Equipment $209.00 
TOTAL ASSETS $66,977.47 

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 
Current Liabilities $414.79 

Stewardship Fund $15,505.00 
Equity (Restricted) $1,697.75 
Equity (Unrestricted) $49,359.93 
TOTAL EQUITY $66,562.68 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $66,977.47 

INCOME STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS 
Contributions $34,046.50 
Interest Income $233.61 
Stewardship Fund $6,029.50 
Restricted Fund $4,474.13 
Grant Income $3,000.00 
Other $93.52 
TOTAL RECEIPTS $47,877.26 

EXPENDITURES 
Operating $22,775.01 
Member Events $546.40 
Other $918.84 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $24,240.25 

NET INCOME $23,637.01 

i 
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Kansas Land Trust Names New Executive Director 

by Sondra McCoy 

RoxAnne Miller has been named 
Executive Director of the Kansas Land Trust. 
Laurie Ward, who has been Executive Director 
since January 1, 1998, will continue as Special 
Projects Director. 

RoxAnne's duties will consist pri
marily of administration of KLT; working on 
conservation easements and monitoring ease
ments; maintenance of office records; fundrais
ing; representation and communication with 
other organizations, agencies, and the public; 
and coordination of staff and volunteers. 

Laurie will focus on fundraising, 
membership development and events, special 
projects, and communications via newsletters, 
publications, and press releases. Both 
Executive Director and Special Projects 
Director are half-time positions at the present. 

Increased public interest and 
landowner inquiries on conservation ease
ments has made it necessary to increase the 
staff at Kansas Land Trust. This is very encour
aging to all interested in furthering KLT's mis
sion to protect and preserve significant lands 
in Kansas. 

RoxAnne grew up in western 
Kansas, specifically WaKeeney, Hays, and 
Russell. Always wanting to be of service to 
the community, she kept searching through 
the years for the most satisfying and suitable 
venue. She believes her work with the Kansas 
Land Trust will fulfill her dream of service. 

She began her academic career as a 
nontraditional student, graduating from Ft. 
Hays State in 1991 with a major in political sci
ence. She then entered the University of 
Kansas to study law and graduated from the 
University with a joint degree in Urban 
Planning and Law. 

Following graduation she began 
practicing real estate and land use law with the 
firm of Lathrop & Gage L.c. in Kansas City, 
Missouri. According to RoxAnne, her practice 
"as a transactional real estate attorney, includ
ed representation of buyers, sellers, landlords, 
tenants, lenders and local governments in a 

variety of real estate and land use transac
tions." On May 1, 2001, RoxAnne left Lathrop 
and Gage to began a solo practice. She wrote, 
"I look forward to managing this firm accord
ing to my value system. Beginning a new busi
ness means I have the time to pursue opportu-

RoxAnne Miller, Executive 
Director, Kansas Land Trust 

nities that fit that VISIOn. The Executive 
Director (of KLT) position would allow me to 
play a part in preserving valuable land 
resources and give back to my community. 
Enjoying nature is one way I rejuvenate my 
body and soul and I would like to ensure 
future generations that privilege." 

At the present time RoxAnne will 
continue her private legal practice part-time 
while working part-time for KLT. It is hoped 
funds and growing interest in conservation 
easements will make way for a full-time 
Executive Director. 

She lives in Lawrence and recently 
opened a Lawrence law office with an adjacent 
Kansas Land Trust office (see p. 2). RoxAnne 
began working for KLT on August 15, 2001. 

When asked about her vision for 
KLT, RoxAnne says that she would like to see 
a cooperative, balanced working relationship 
between developers and conservationists. 
One-sidedness is not conducive to balance and 
progress. Also, she believes that Kansas needs 
to promote awareness of its resources. She sees 
Kansas as "under appreciated." RoxAnne 
looks forward to encouraging and cooperating 
with other conservation-minded agencies and 
groups throughout the state. Coordinating vol
unteer programs which involve skilled, profes
sional people is another goal expressed by 
Roxanne. Her legal expertise with real estate 
law will be especially useful to the KLT. 

RoxAnne participated in co-found
ing two not-for-profit corporations. One of 
them was CASA of the High Plains, and the 
other KC Crew (a networking organization of 
real estate professionals). 

Eric Strauss, former Chair of Urban 
Planning Studies at KU, praised RoxAnne's 
ability to multitask and in fact had nothing but 
praise for RoxAnne. He could think of no rea
sons why KLT shouldn't "jump on it and hire 
her as soon as possible." donna luckey, KLT 
board president, remembers RoxAnne as a 
student who was "well organized, a 'rigorous' 
thinker, and highly ethical." 

RoxAnne Miller is excited about 
Kansas Land Trust and her new position as its 
Executive Director. "This is a wonderful 
opportunity, and I am looking forward to 
working with the board and members to 
accomplish the goals of the organization. 
Preserving Kansas' valuable land resources is 
an important service that I will be proud to be 
part of." 

Sondra McCoy is a KLT 
Board of Directors member. 
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r1miller@swbell.net 

Editor: Laurie Ward 
Designer: Rick Mitchell 

Mission statement: "The Kansas Land 
Trust is a nonprofit organization that 
protects and preserves lands of ecolog
ical, scenic, historic, agricultural, or 
recreational significance in Kansas." As 
a land trust, the organization uses a 
variety of long-term land protection 
mechanisms but primarily accepts con
servation easements from willing 
landowners. Conservation easements 
are legal agreements by which 
landowners voluntarily restrict the 
type and amount of use permitted on 
their property. The Kansas Land Trust 
(KLT) is tax-exempt as described in sec
tion 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. Donations of easements or land 
to KLT for conservation purposes may 
have potential tax benefits for donors. 
KLT is funded by individual contribu
tors, private foundations, corporations, 
and government agencies. 

Board of Directors 

donna luckey, President 
Kelly Kindscher, Vice President 
Rick Mitchell, Secretary 
Sidney A. Garrett, Treasurer 

MyrlDuncan 
Mary Louise Gibson 
William W. Hambleton 
TimMetz 
Sondra McCoy 
Bruce Plenk 
Beverley J. Worster 

RoxAnne Miller, Executive Director 
Laurie Ward, Special Projects Director 
Chris Dove, Legal Intern 

KLT Moves to 16 E. 13th Street 
in Lawrence 

A sign outside 16 E. 13th St. 
indicates the law office of KLT Executive 
Director RoxAnne Miller and the Kansas 

Land Trust office. 

For the first time in its near
ly 12-year history, the Kansas Land 
Trust now occupies a business office 
space. In the fall of 2001, new exec
utive director RoxAnne Miller 
leased an office for her private law 
practice at 16 E. 13th St. in Lawrence, 
and the Board of Directors voted to 
lease an adjacent room in the same 
building for KLT. 

The new Kansas Land Trust office is 
located in this house at 16 E. 13th St. 
in Lawrence. 

The offices are located in a 
beautifully renovated older house, 
just east of Massachusetts Street and 
south of Lawrence's downtown. 

Effective January 1, 2002, 
the Kansas Land Trust is officially 
changing its address from PO Box 
1116. All future correspondence 
should be addressed to Kansas Land 
Trust, 16 E. 13th St., Lawrence, KS 
66044-3502. 

Directions to the Kansas 
Land Trust office: From 
Massachusetts St., go east on 13th St. 
The Douglas County Public Works 
building is located on the northeast 
corner of 13th & Massachusetts. The 
house at 16 E. 13th is on the north 
side of the street, immediately east 
of the Public Works building. 
Parking is available on the street. 
Enter through the left or west door 
of the house; the KLT office is at the 
top of the stairs on the second floor. 
Call 785-749-3297 for office hours. 
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Take Your Pick I 

I The Kansas Land Trust offers one of the following for a donation of $250 or more (check one 
and send this form with your donation). r--~""","- I 

_KLT Note Cards featuring color photographs of Lawrence artist Lisa Grossman's 
paintings, Spring Prairie - Shades of Grey, Chase County Lake - Yellow Light #1, 
Konza - Snow Sketch II, and Buck Creek Snow Sketch #1. Eight-pack (two each of 
four styles), blank inside, envelopes included. 

_Touching the Sky by Denise Low. Essays on the history and soul of Kansas and the Great Plains by 
a Kansas Arts Commission Literary Arts Fellowship in Poetry recipient. 

Yes! Here is my annual membership gift of $ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

And, here is an additional gift of $ for long-term land monitoring and protection. 

My gift is in memory of! in honor of (circle one), __________________ _ (name). 
[KLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses.] 

My company, ________________________ ~,will match this contribution. 

Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

Name __________________________ __ 
Address _______________________ __ 
City ,State ____________________ _ 
Nine-Digit Zip Code _________________________________ __ 
Area code and telephone number _______________ _ 

$ Other 
$5,000 Guardian 
$1,000 Steward 
$500 Protector 
$250 Caretaker 
$100 Keeper 
$50 Sustainer 
$25 Student 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable and mail 
with this form to Kansas Land Trust, 16 E. 13th St., Lawrence, KS 66044-3502. 
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On our drive from Lawrence to the Konza, a lid of clouds weighted with 

heavy grey, presses down on us. Faucets of rain keep turning off and on as we con

tinue down 1-70. On to Route 177 and approaching the Konza, we stop at the Scenic 

Lookout to gaze out toward the horizon, a dark stroke between the ridges of glow

ering clouds above and the ridges of densely inhabited green below. My friend 

examines the ground around us, elated to identify false-boneset and snow-on-the

mountain, white flowers amidst the green of grasses. It will be a day of creating an 

equilibrium between the prairie's immense generalizations and its intimacy of 

detail, between the prairie's vibrancy and the nation's sorrow. 

We take The Nature Conservancy's path turning up into the prairie, 

crossing King's Creek over the narrow bridge spanning this deep cut. The gurgling 

of flowing water provides an invitation to enter, and we pass through the band of 

trees--hickory, hackberry, walnut--nourished by this water along its banks, out into 

open fields. While the evidence of earlier blooms--perky coneflower and 

prairieclover seedheads, red rose hips, stiff compassplant and bundlejIower clus

ters--dots the field, late summer flowers glory among the grasses. Magenta 

gayfeathers, azure pitcher sage, snowy stenopsiphon, wooly verbena, golden rod, 

and sunflowers embroider a riot of color across the field. Nestled closer to the 

ground, contributing to this crazy quilt, are white sage, prickly yellow buffalobur 

nightshade, and slender, elegant wild onion, lavender-headed. 

We climb to the top of a limestone outcropping and follow the path 

north, around to the east. Here the wind is unloosed and lashes. On this windy 

ridge, sweeping grasses--Indian, big bluestem, side-oats grama, rye--of subtle 

greens and pale browns dominate over the idiosyncrasy of singular flowers. But the 

sumac, hunkering scarlet among the grasses, is flaming. The Kansas River valley 

and the prairie expand out in full compass around us, and green swaths, dark 

wedges of trees, a bison herd seem to flow beyond us, car

rying us away to the earth's margin. Moving off the ridge, 

dropping down from the wind, going south now, we come 

to ground again, held in a grassy cauldron with stone ter

races rimming it. Mist licks this lip. The bright chirps of crickets and grasshoppers 

stir the silence, and above us, a red-tail circles solemnly. 

We pass out of this great hollow, following tumbled stone slabs, through 

a thicketed gateway of low trees and shrubs--dogwood, redbud, hazelnut--and into 

forest-bordered meadows. Deer tracks and coyote scat show us the way. From ascent 

and descent, we now approach a level playing field, a pastoral meadow, enclosed by 

woods. We return to flowers. Here are milkweeds--common, whorled, and butterfly

-and here, too, are the monarchs, drifting in from the mist as if they'd emerged from 

a magician's sleeve, their fluttering familiar and always bewitching. The final leg of 

the trail skirts woods where chinquapin and bur oaks thrive and where an American 

elm, thick-waisted and long-limbed, droops dead and leafless. It enriches the prairie 

soil; it serves woodpeckers and countless insects, algae, and fungus. 

A deluge still waits in the clouds, and the horizon is erased for a while. 

But the crickets chirping escorts us out, and all day the prairie's largesse has allowed 

us to focus on connection and continuity and eternity. 

Note: The title of "Senses of Place" for the Winter /Spring 2001 Stewardship Notes 

should have been "Leavenworth County, Early Morning, Late April." 

Elizabeth Schultz, author and KLT member, explores her own response to the natural world 

in "Senses of Place," a Stewardship Notes feature. 

Stewardship Notes Kansas Land Trust, Late Autumn, 2001 Page 3 



Thanks 
Thank you, faithful volunteers Lisa Grossman, Kelly Barth, Paul Hotvedt, Soren Larsen, Linda Lang, Nancy 
Mitchell, Andrea Repinsky, and Martha Slater for giving creatively and tirelessly to further KLT's mission. 
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Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 
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Founders Leave Board But Stay Loyal 
by Sondra McCoy 

In 2000 and 2001, the last three of KLT's founding board mem
bers retired or resigned. The first was Sarah Dean who 

had been with KLT before it was incorporated and 
retired when her term expired in 2000. Her brother 
John Simpson wrote the Articles of Incorporation 
and the By-Laws in July, 1990. Current KLT vice 
president Kelly Kindscher approached Sarah with 
the idea about conservation easements in 1990. Sarah 
had worked with the Kansas Rural Center and had 

an interest in farm land management. Sarah served as 
Treasurer of KLT for several years and considers KLT 

Sarah Dean a much "needed organization in the state of Kansas." 

Marsha Marshall 

Diane Simpson 

Marsha Marshall left the KLT board later in 2000. She 
and her husband moved to Vail, Colorado. Marsha 
had been involved in environmental work in the 
state for a long time and had been a lobbyist for and 
a founding member of the Kansas Natural Resource 

Council. She also served on the Kansas Water 
Authority. Marsha remembers that back before 
1992, landowners had no way to protect their land 
or their use of land in perpetuity--"something that 
was not possible in Kansas until the founding of 

the Land Trust and subsequent legislation that 
allowed for the protection of easements .. .! remember 
Wes Jackson (of The Land Institute in Salina) saying 
that we ought to be involved in something during 
our lifetime that is more important than we are and 

last longer. For me, the Kansas Land Trust fits that 
bill." 

Stewardship Notes Kansas Land Trust, Late P 

Diane Simpson retired from her KLT board post in April 2001. Her inter
est in the purposes of the trust began in the mid-1970s, when she lived 
in Salina, Kansas and became friends with Dana and Wes Jackson of The 
Land Institute. After Diane moved to Lawrence to pursue a law degree, 
she retained her interest in the purposes of The Land Institute. When 
the Elkins Prairie just west of Lawrence was plowed under in 1990, 
alarmed citizens looked to ways to preserve the vanishing prairies and 
other valuable landscapes. In responses to the plowing of the prairie, 
concerned citizens--including Sarah, Marsha, and Diane--organized the 
Kansas Land Trust. Through the years, Diane's legal expertise led her 
to work with conservation easement language and with landowners. She 
is pleased that there is more interest now in acquiring easements, due in 
part to the favorable tax treatment and to more citizen interest in obtain
ing conservation easements for their property, Diane remembers with 
fondness her work with the dedicated KLT board. "KLT has been a 
bright spot in my life." 

All three former board members, Sarah Dean, Marsha Marshall, and 
Diane Simpson, worked through those early difficult days when legis
lation had to be passed in order to protect and conserve an ecologically 
valuable piece of property. In the nearly twelve years since KLT's 
founding, much progress has been made. All three of the longest-serving 
founding board members remain dedicated to the Kansas Land Trust 
and can be counted on to continue their support for many years to come. 

Note: Members of the original KLT board were Sarah Dean, Ernie Eck, 
John Simpson, Joyce Wolf, Diane Simpson, Marsha Marshall, Sandy 
Strand, Bill Ward and Steve Hamburg. Kelly Kindscher signed the 
Articles of Incorporation as "incorporator." 
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Donated Conservation Easement 
Protects Nearly 800 Miami County Acres 

by Laurie Ward 

Mission Valley's Fin and Feather 
Limited Liability Co. has donated a 
conservation easement on nearly 800 
acres in Miami County to the Kansas 
Land Trust (KLT). The easement pro
tects a place of conservation signifi
cance, comprising a variety of land
scapes supporting diverse plant and 
animal populations. 

eral intermittent watercourses, and 
numerous lakes and ponds. 

The Mission Valley's land, with a 
high point of about 1,200' elevation 
and with its flowing waterways, is 
home--or stopping-off point--to 
deer, bobcat, fox, raccoon, coyote, 
wild turkey, warblers, orioles, tan
agers, ducks, pelicans cormorants, 
and many other wild animals and 
birds. 

G. Kenneth Baum, a Mission Valley's 
partner and the person responsible 
for the donation, noted the potential 
for wildlife protection on this size
able, diverse parcel of open land, con
tiguous to additional open lands. 

A native prairie on the property has 
been documented to have 82 plant 
species including the endangered 
Mead's milkweed. Other species indi-

Landowner G. Kenneth Baum (second from left) tours his Miami 
County property, permanently preserved with a conservation ease
ment donated to KLT, along with KLT board members Bruce Plenk 
(left), Bev Worster (second from right), and Myrl Duncan (right). 

Kenneth Baum and the other 
Mission Valley's Fin and Feather 
partners--a group of equestrian 
enthusiasts--purchased the proper
ty in 1993 as a place to ride horses 

and enjoy the natural out-of-doors. 
Previous owners had operated a 
camp on the site, and before that, an 
older club called Fin and Feather had 
been located there. 

cate the native character of this prairie: big 
bluestem, lead plant, butterfly milkweed, wild 
indigos, Illinois bundleflower, purple cone
flower, thickspike gayfeather, switch grass, 
Indian grass, and eastern gama grass. Kelly 
Kindscher, KLT vice president and plant ecolo
gist, said, "We are most grateful to Kenny 
Baum and the other Mission Valley's members 
for choosing to preserve this large, important 
open space tract. Management practices which 
Kenny outlined in the easement will give the 
wildflowers and grasses the best chance of 
increasing in number over time." 

Over 100 acres of native forest contains tall, 
mature oaks, hickories, sycamores, and many 
other trees. Two hundred and fifteen forest 
plant species have been documented including 
toothwort, sweet William phlox, mayapple, 
Jack-in-the-pulpit, fragile fern, Michigan lily, 
Soloman's seal, and pawpaw. 

Portions of the forest area were once a savan
na--a mixture of open forest and prairie. Some 
species of this mixed ecosystem remain, such 
as smooth gayfeather and wild hyacinth. 

The easement also covers an agricultural area, 
mostly in hay production and used for cattle-

grazing but with 40 acres usually planted in 
soybeans, corn, or wheat; steep rocky slopes; 
and a perennial stream named Wea Creek, sev-

KLT To Dedicate Easement on May 4 

(Continued on page 2) 

On Saturday, May 4, 2002, at 1:00 p.m., the Kansas Land Trust will dedicate the conser
vation easement on nearly 800 acres of forest, prairie, streams, and riparian and agricul
tural areas in Miami County recently donated by the Mission Valley's Fin and Feather 
Limited Liability Co. G. Kenneth Baum and the other Mission Valley's partners have gra
ciously invited KLT members and friends to see their land. 

KLT vice president and plant ecologist Kelly Kindscher will conduct a nature walk fol
lowing a brief ceremony. The occasion gives a chance to acknowledge the Mission 
Valley's partners for their generosity and foresightedness. Free refreshments will be 
served. Those attending are advised to wear footwear that can get muddy, insect repel
lent, sunscreen, and a hat, and to bring water for themselves. 

To reach the property from Overland Park, go south on u.s. 69 highway from 1-435 to the 
Louisburg exit. Go three miles west on Kansas 68 highway to the Somerset (blacktop) 
road. Go south one mile. Where the blacktop turns west, go on south to 299th St. Turn 
east and go 1 1/2 miles to the Mission Valley's Fin and Feather clubhouse. (If you reach 
a T, you've gone too far and have reached the Lancaster road.) 

From the south and west, travel east on Kansas 68 out of Ottawa to Somerset, then fol
low instructions above. Those interested in carpooling or volunteering should contact 
Laurie Ward, 785-841-6118, or e-mail wardklt@ixks.com. 
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Mission statement: "The Kansas 
Land Trust is a nonprofit orga
nization that protects and pre
serves lands of ecological, 
scenic, historic, agricultural, or 
recreational significance in 
Kansas." As a land trust, the 
organization uses a variety of 
long-term land protection 
mechanisms but primarily 
accepts conservation easements 
from willing landowners. 
Conservation easements are 
legal agreements by which 
landowners voluntarily restrict 
the type and amount of use per
mitted on their property. The 
Kansas Land Trust (KLT) is tax
exempt as described in section 
501 (c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. Donations of 
easements or land to KLT for 
conservation purposes may 
have potential tax benefits for 
donors. KLT is funded by indi
vidual contributors, private 
foundations, corporations, and 
government agencies. 
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OUTLOOK 
"2002: A YEAR OF GROWTH" 

By RoxAnne Miller 

The first six months as the Executive Director have 
brought a lot of passion and fulfillment into my life. I 
feel very privileged to serve the members of the land 
trust. I am so excited about working with the KLT 
Board and Laurie Ward to accomplish our mission and 
to grow the capacity of our organization. I believe one 
of KLT's essential strengths is that the talent and back
ground of our board, staff and members is diverse and 
very dedicated. Through our teamwork, we are 
accomplishing more as a whole than we could as indi
viduals. Thank you for your gifts of love, generosity 
and service. 

I believe 2002 will be a year of growth for the land 
trust. We are expanding the methods of land preser
vation by the Kansas Land Trust to include targeting 
specific project areas. In the past, KLT's activity has 
been limited to working with individual landowners 
throughout the state who contact KLT for assistance in 
protecting their land. The two easements we acquired 
in 2001 were both landowner initiated. This prior 
focus was appropriate for the early stage of develop
ment of the organization. As KLT has matured, there 
has been a desire to expand the breadth of conserva
tion as well as the resources needed to accomplish land 
protection. Adding targeted conservation to our exist
ing method of landowner initiated protection means 
more conservation of Kansas lands. In addition to 
accomplishing more conservation, this proactive 
approach to land protection makes sense in light of 
increasing development in the rural and urban fringe 

(Continued from page 1) 

Kenny developed his personal interest in conservation 
early in life. His father, George K. Baum, earned a 
degree in forestry from the University of Wisconsin. 
After college, George followed a different career path, 
eventually founding George K. Baum & Company; an 
investment banking firm, where Kenny was president 
for many years. But, George never lost his love for the 
outdoors which he passed on to Kenny. 

Kenny can also cite his fifth grade teacher as having 
influenced his interest in the natural world. "One of 
those 'outstanding teachers,' among all from grade 
school through college," she introduced the flora, fauna, 
and land characteristics to her students, taking them on 
Saturday wilderness hikes. Kenny still has a tree identi
fication book given him by this devoted teacher. 

Kenny is a founding board member of The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC)-Kansas Chapter. Familiar with 
TNC accomplishments in other parts of the country, 
Kenny was eager to help establish a chapter in Kansas, 
one of the last states in which the national conservation 
organization located. 

The Kansas Land Trust was established in 1990--one 
year after TNC-Kansas office opened--and Kenny has 
been acquainted with KLT representatives from the 
beginning. After learning about conservation options 
and KLT's primary interest in holding conservation 
easements, Kenny contacted KLT to offer the donation 
of an easement on the Mission Valley's land. 

Now that the land has a guaranteed future of remaining 
in its natural state, Kenny imagines many people learn
ing about and treasuring it. For the present, it remains 

areas. Fringe development 
places pressure on our eco
logical and land resources 
throughout the state. A 
bonus of targeted conserva
tion projects is that raising 
the funds for conservation is 
easier if we show donors 
specific land resources they 
can help us protect. Please 
be assured, we will continue 
the landowner initiated con
servation that has been the tradition of our land trust. 

Recently, I had the privilege of working with two tal
ented volunteers, whose efforts resulted in a KLT grant 
proposal for a targeted conservation project. That pro
posal will now be used to pitch this project to several 
funding sources. Thank you Andrea Repinsky and 
Belinda Hoover for your hard work! I often have the 
opportunity to visit with friends and acquaintances 
about the land trust, and upcoming projects. It is clear 
that many people would love to contribute their time 
and talents, as well as their wealth, to accomplish land 
conservation. It is one of our goals to put together a 
volunteer program. I have no doubts that a volunteer 
program would be a lot of fun and could result in a lot 
more land conservation! If you are interested in vol
unteering your time or services to assist with any of 
KLT's projects and your talents could further our 
efforts, I encourage you to contact me. We will begin 
gathering volunteer information and will work to 
match project needs with specific talents. Let's see 
what we can accomplish together! 

in private ownership, but the Kansas Land Trust will 
host occasional events, offering wider enjoyment of the 
spot (see accompanying story). 

When asked why he was motivated to grant an ease
ment, Kenny said, "When you look at the land, feel the 
land, walk on the land, you can understand its value 
and the benefits of keeping it in a natural condition. It 
is a great benefit to me, emotionally, and can be of value 
to those later who can learn to understand it and know, 
too, how most of the land around here used to be." 

Kenny can foresee that not too many years hence, 
because of encroaching urban sprawl, the array of nat
ural features of this land--still pristine thanks to protec
tion by the conservation easement--will be appreciated 
and valued as important to preserve. This land's exis
tence will add to the lives of the citizens of metropolitan 
Kansas City and Miami County, Kenny suggests. 

Through the landowner tool of the conservation ease
ment, Kenny chose to prohibit subdivision and com
mercial activities and other uses of the property incon
sistent with his conservation intent. Certain rights-
such as agricultural and recreational uses--were 
retained. 

Like all easements held by the Kansas Land Trust, this 
one was written in perpetuity. The easement deed states 
that by accepting the easement, KLT will honor the 
intentions of Kenneth Baum and the Mission Valley's 
Fin and Feather, preserving and protecting the conser
vation values of the property for the benefit of "this gen 
eration and the generations to come." 
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Kansas Land Trust Receives Two Arts Grants Totaling $6,000.00 
The Kansas Arts Commission 

awarded the Kansas Land Trust a $5,500.00 
"Arts Project Support" grant for non-arts 
organizations for 2001-2002. The grant 
funded arts components produced by the 
Kansas Land Trust for the Kansas 
Conference on Imagination & Place, 
October 19-21, 2001. 

Commission awarded KLT a $500.00 grant, 
providing further funding for the project. 

ing the work of three prominent Kansas 
artists, Jane Voorhees, Gesine Janzen, and 
Ron Michael. The more than 200 confer
ence attendees spent considerable time 
with the art in the gallery during the con
ference weekend, with many remarking 
how effectively the art illustrated the ideas 
put forth by the conference presenters. 

In addition, the Lawrence Arts 

In conjunction with the confer
ence, co-sponsored by the Kansas Land 
Trust and the Lawrence Arts Center, KLT 
mounted an art exhibition, "Imagination & 
Place: Three Perspectives," curated by 
Lawrence artist Lisa Grossman and featur- (Continued on page 4) 

Yes! Here is my annual membership gift of $ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

And, here is an additional gift of $ for long-term land monitoring and protection. 

My gift is in memory of/in honor of (circle one) __________________ _ (name). 
[KLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses.] 

$ ___ Other 
My company, ________________________ ~,will match this contribution. 

$5,000 Guardian 
$1,000 Steward 
$500 Protector 
$250 Caretaker 
$100 Keeper 

Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

~ 
~~~r:ss, ________ _ 
City ___________ ~,State. __________ _ 
Nine-Digit Zip Code __________________ _ 
Area code and telephone number ______________ _ 

$50 Sustainer 
$25 Student 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable and mail 
with this form to Kansas Land Trust, 16 E. 13th St., Lawrence, KS 66044-3502. 

Hardly a winter day. The temperature is in the sixties when we set out through fields 

of switch grass to walk into the dense woodlands created by several preserves out

side of Baldwin. The pale light is weightless around us. It is dry. There has been lit

tle precipitation for months. Each of our steps produces its own puff of dust. 

Entering the woods, the light darkens, and we feel we've moved to fall, for along the 

paths the leaves of oak, hickory, sycamore, and hackberry are thick and slick. With 

the drought, the mulching process hasn't started, and the leaves remain unrumpled. 

Where water might run in spring--down crevices between slopes, in creekbeds, 

brown leaves flow. 

This is not flat land. We follow paths up and around small hills, limestone bones pro

truding along the way to remind us of the geological skeleton beneath the ground's 

body. Trees cloister us. With their leaves down, we can be attentive to the variations 

of their bark and can approach them easily as tribes and individuals--the shagbark 

hickory's flying flanges, the hackberry's dark ridges, the sycamore's scales which 

give way to its smooth white skin in the upper stories. A burl, an efflorescent goiter, 

distinguishes a black oak, and at the base of their trunks, several sycamores have 

open cavities big and dry enough for raccoon families to crouch inside. While each 

tree may appear to stand independent among its peers, their branches connect them 

in a complex network overhead, and grape and poison ivy vines, swooping and 

twisting among them, connect them below. 

The curves of a dry creekbed reflect the looping vines above them. It bends around 

the base of these small hills, its waters long ago having formed this lumpy and 

diverse topography. We follow the creekbed's course. Here a tree-studded slope 

moves gradually back from the bank, with tree roots 

exposed like nests of jungle snakes. Here the cut is severe; 

the earth seems sliced. Above us a ribbon of sky unwinds 

blue. Sudden light. An oak balances on the edge, its 

branches grasping for the sky above and its roots spread out desperate against the 

earth below. A limestone bluff throws the light back to us with the linearity of its stri

ated ledges contradicting the trees' verticality and the intricacy of their roots and 

branches. Lichens, dusky blue and emerald green, wander over the surfaces of these 

ledges in a cartography of their own. 

We cross the creekbed. In places it is clogged with anonymous branches revealing 

the creek's former life as a rushing torrent. Rocks are a-jumble. Moss spreads out like 

handkerchiefs across several of them and, then, runs up the hillside quilting it. Its 

bright greens seem the apparition of early spring. As if to tease us further, a monarch 

flickers silently out into the sun. 

We climb again, back among the trees and their shadows. Along a sandy stretch in 

the creekbed, we'd seen the firm three-toed imprint of wild turkeys, and in the 

woods patches where they'd scratched about in search of grubs beneath the leaves. 

Deer hooves, too, had punctuated the paths. Although surely creatures have all 

along been listening to us covertly, the woods today are as still as the pale light fill

ing them. Seemingly between seasons, perhaps we all have been in a state of sus

pense. 

Elizabeth Schultz, author and KLT member, explores her own response to the natural world 

in "Senses of Place," a Stewardship Notesfeature. 
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(Continued from page 3) 

The three artists, with Lisa moder
ating, presented a gallery talk during the 
conference. Fifty audience members 
jammed the gallery, asking questions and 
exploring concepts, creative techniques, and 
the topics of imagination and place. That 
evening's reception featured the guitar play
ing of Lawrence musician Greg Allen. 

Also, Lisa, Jane, Gesine, and Ron 
hosted a public reception in early October 
for the exhibit opening. An estimated 2,000 
to 2,500 visitors viewed the exhibition on 
display in the Lawrence Arts Center gallery 
during the entire month of October, 2001. 

IlHllsas lanil Imsf 

16 E. 13th St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

Address Service Requested 

The grants also funded two KLT
sponsored, place-related, art workshops as 
part of the Imagination & Place conference. 
Writer Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg held a writ
ing workshop called "Write From the Earth" 
on her own homeplace prairie south of 
Lawrence. Fifty workshop participants sat 
in a huge circular clearing surrounded by 
eight-foot-tall, red autumn grasses and 
wrote about favorite places they have 
known or imagined knowing. 

University of Kansas cultural 
geography PhD. candidate Soren Larsen 
conducted a "Mapping Home" workshop in 
which another fifty participants mapped an 

area of downtown Lawrence. What 
emerged was how individual memory, alle
giances, and creativity helped to produce 
radically differing maps which nevertheless 
contained some consistencies and similari
ties and told a great deal about how peoplL 
felt about the places where they live. 

The Kansas Arts Commission and 
the Lawrence Arts Commission grants 
helped provide these unusual and meaning
ful "imagination & place" arts activities for a 
good number of Kansans as well as jobs for 
several Kansas artists. 
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The Kansas Land Trust and the Lawrence Arts Center are pleased to offer a special double issue of 
Cottonwood Review #59/60: 

Kansas Conference on 

imaGination 

This special double issue contains the complete proceedings from the October 19-21, 
2001, Imagination and Place conference, sponsored by KLT and LAC. Included are: 
• Illustrated articles by Philosopher Edward Casey, Geographer Denis Cosgrove, 
Poet Cecil Giscombe, Painter Lisa Grossman, Writer Robert Kelly, Geographer Soren 
Larsen, Poet Denise Low, Poet Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg, Historian Richard Schoeck, 
and Anthropologist Barbara Tedlock 
• A preface by and interview with Conference Organizers Paul Hotvedt, Rick 
Mitchell, and Laurie Ward, conducted by Writer Kelly Barth 
• Dream Archive selections (a collection of place-based dreams submitted by the 
public) 
• Artworks by Gesine Janzen, Ron Michael and Jane Voorhees 

Please send me _(number) copy/copies of Cottonwood Review #59/60. 
~arne ________________________________________________________________________________________________ __ 
Address __________________________________________________________________________________ __ 
City, State, Zip _______________________________________ _ 

Price = $ for __ (number) copy I copies x $17.30 per copy (includes $1.03 KS sales tax and $1.20 for shipping and handling - out of state 
residents may deduct KS sales tax and send $16.27 per copy). 

Check enclosed __ or charge to my credit card: ____ - ____ -____ - ____ (credit card number) _MC or _Visa 
Expiration date _____________________________ _ 
Name as it appears on card Signature __________________________________________________ __ 

Make checks payable and send with this form to Lawrence Arts Center, 200 W. 9th St (after April 1, 2002, 940 New Hampshire), Lawrence, KS 66044. Or, call 785-843-2787 to 
place a credit card order by telephone. Note: Cottonwood Review #59/60 will be shipped after May 1, 2002. Your early order will help determine the number of copies to 
be printed. 
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Hansas land Trust Annual Report 
January 1, 2001, through December 31, 2001 

MISSION STATEMENT: The Kansas Land Trust is a nonprofit organization that protects and preserves lands of ecological, 
scenic, historic, agricultural, or recreational significance in Kansas. 

Highlights from the year 2001--

Two conservation easements were completed 
during 2001, bringing the total acres protected 
by the Kansas Land Trust to approximately 
2,725. 

On August 15, 2001, RoxAnne Miller was 
hired as the fifth executive director of Kansas 
Land Trust. (The first four were Kelly 
Kindscher, eighth-time, 1991 to mid-1992; 
Carol Estes, half-time, mid-1992 to mid-1993; 
Joyce Wolf, half-time, mid-1993 to December 
31, 1997; Laurie Ward, half-time, January 1, 
1998, to August 15, 2001; with no paid staff 
during the first year after incorporation in 
1990.) Laurie Ward moved to the newly cre
ated half-time position of special 
projects director, bringing KLT paid 
staff, with RoxAnne Miller's half
time executive director position, to 
one full-time equivalent for the first 
time in the organization's history. 

In 2001, Bob and Betty Lichtwardt granted 
Kansas Land Trust a conservation easement 
on 37 acres of forest and open space near 
Lawrence. 

The Kansas Land Trust and the Lawrence Arts 
Center co-sponsored the Kansas Conference 
on Imagination & Place, October 19-21, 2001. 
About 200 persons attended the conference, 
held at the Lawrence Arts Center and featur
ing presentations by eight national and local 
speakers. The Kansas Land Trust produced 
several arts activities in conjunction with the 
conference: an art exhibition, "Imagination & 
Place: Three Perspectives," on display in the 
Lawrence Arts Center Raymond Eastwood 
Gallery from October 5-30, 2001, and viewed 
by 2,000 to 2,500 visitors; an opening recep
tion for the art exhibit on October 6, 2001, 
attended by an estimated 50-60 people; a 
reception and gallery talk led by the exhibit 

artists on October 20, attended by 
50; a writing workshop, "Write from 
the Earth," on October 21, with 50 
participants; and a mapping work
shop, "Mapping Home," October 21, 
with 50 participants. 

During the fall, the KLT board 
approved a lease on the organiza
tion's first-ever business office at 16 
E. 13th Street, Lawrence. 

On March 27, 2001, the KLT Board of 
Directors adopted the following pol
icy: 

Also in 2001, Mission Valley's Fin and Feather, LLC, granted a 
conservation easement on nearly 800 acres in Miami County, pro
tecting forest, native prairie, agricultural land, and riparian areas. 

The KLT mailing list grew to 1,900 
names, with the Board of Directors 
offering important assistance with 
friend-raising. 

Lawrence artist Lisa Grossman 
donated the artwork for a fourth 
and a fifth style of Kansas Land 

The Kansas Land Trust End-of-Year Policy 

No easement shall be approved and signed 
in a calendar year, unless it has passed all 
stages of negotiation and is ready for formal 
resolution to accept prior to the November 
Board of Directors meeting. 

As well, the board approved revisions to the 
KLT model easement, the template used for 
writing conservation easement agreements 
between landowners and the land trust. 

KLT confirmed its commitment to regular 
monitoring visits on all properties with KLT 

conservation easements. Legal intern Chris 
Dove assisted with the preparation of moni
toring materials, and several board members 
conducted visits. 

On June 2, more than 75 people attended the 
Wildflower Walk, led by Kelly Kindscher, on 
the Akin Prairie, east of Lawrence. 

More than 30 people attended the dedication 
celebration on June 9 for the conservation 
easement donated in September, 2000, by 
Jennifer E. Kennedy on a 24-acre tallgrass 
prairie in Wabaunsee County. Kelly 
Kindscher led a wildflower walk on the land 
now owned by Tom and Joan Doll. 

Trust note cards. These cards, sold in retail 
outlets and directly through KLT, augmented 
receipts for the year. 

The Land Trust Alliance, a national organiza
tion of land trusts, launched a "Land Trust 
Quality Initiative," in which the Kansas Land 
Trust decided in 2001 to participate. In con
junction with this program, KLT began 
reviewing the "Land Trust Standards & 
Practices," as guiding principles for the 
responsible operation of the organization, 
which is run legally, ethically, and in the pub
lic interest and conducts a sound program of 
land transactions and stewardship. 



The Conservation Easements of the Kansas land Trust 

At the close of 2001, KLT held eleven easements in seven counties of Kansas, with a total 
of about 2,725 acres protected. A conservation easement is a legal agreement between a landowner 
and an organization such as KLT that restricts the type and amount of use permitted on the proper
ty. Each easement is tailored for the land and to fit the landowner's intentions. The terms of a con
servation easement become a permanent part of the title to the property; the original owner and all 
subsequent owners are bound by the restrictions of the easement agreement. KLT accepts only con
servation easements which are written in perpetuity. 

1. Akin Prairie, 1994. Sixteen acres southeast of Lawrence, very high quality native wildflower 
prairie, access granted to friends of KLT. 

2. Nasseri/ Gevichi, 1994. One acre near Lecompton, tallgrass native prairie with biological signif
icance, has federally threatened Mead's milkweed. 

3. Klataske, 1996. Forty acres outside Manhattan, native tall grass prairie, protects viewshed from 
adjacent 8,600-acre Konza Prairie, owned by The Nature Conservancy for Kansas State University 
ecological research and education. 

4. Allen, 1997. One hundred sixty-two acres close to Overbrook, including sixty acres of restored 
prairie, significant natural, scenic, open space, and agricultural values. 

5. Russell, 1998. Fifty-three acres south of Lyndon, including thirty-one acres of high quality native 
prairie meadow, wildlife habitat, and cropland. 

6. Ashton, 1998. 1,300 acres near Wellington, prime farmland and open space. 

7. Oldfather, 1999. Sixty acres south of Lawrence, forested hill, a historic landscape feature, scenic, 
open space, and agricultural areas. 

8. The Nature Conservancy, 2000. 240 acres near Prescott, native prairie, agricultural, wildlife habi
tat areas. 

9. Kennedy, 2000. 24 acres west of Dover, high quality native tall grass prairie and prairie buffer. 

10. Lichtwardt, 2001. 37 acres near Lawrence, forest, open space, creek protection. 

11. Mission Valley'S Fin and Feather, LLC 2001. Nearly 800 acres, south of Somerset, forest, open 
space, native prairie, agricultural area, major creek, lakes, ponds, high elevation. 
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Jolene A. Abbott 
Helen & Dave Alexander 
Charles Allen 
Greg & Jill Allen 
Molly Oberstein Allen 
Kerry & Jan Altenbernd 
Allen & Cathy Ambler 
Tim & Lucia Amsden 
Bob Antonio 
Kenneth & Katie Armitage 
William & Margaret Arnold 
Nancy Newlin Ashton 
RonAul 
Dan & Nancy Austin 
Jeffrey Ann Goudie & 
Thomas F. Averill 
Loretta A. Hendricks
Backus 
Donald M. Baer 
Ron Manka & Linda Bailey 
Debra Baker 
Margaret W. Bangs 
Mrs. Richard A. Barber 
Margaret Barnett 
Robert G. Barnhardt, Jr. 
Philippe Barriere 
Herb Bartel 
Lynn & Helen Berns 
Jerry Sipe & 
Marybeth Bethel 
Bob & 
Beverly Smith Billings 
John Bird 
Gary & Nancy Bjorge 
Alan Black 
Charles E. & 
Jeanne A. Bleakley 
Lauralyn Bodle 
Lynne Bodle 
Bette Booth 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger L. Boyd 
Shirley Braunlich 
The Brodas 
Liz Brosius 
Demus J. Brown 
Pat & Andy Brown 
John & 
Carolyn Brushwood 
Sharon Burch-Health 
Positive! 
Lance Burr, Atty. at Law 
William H. & 
Anna F. Busby 
Daniel L. Nagengast & 
Lynn Byczynski 
George Byers 
Edward Carey 
Gene & Pam Carvalho 
Deborah Garnett & 
Steve Case 
Lisa Castle 
Betty Jo Charlton 
Allan J. Cigler 
J. Bunker Clark 
Jackson Clark 
Lois Clark 
Matthew B. & 
Jerri Niebaum Clark 

We offer our sincel'l 

Coalition of Tromm 
Federations 
Ann Kuckelman Cobb 
George & 
Margaret Coggins 
Peter & Sue Cohen 
Lorene Cox 
Marie Z. Cross 
Michelle Crozier 
Robert Dalton 
John Dardess 
Dale & Pam Darnell 
Alice E. Davis 
Candice L. Davis 
A. Kimberley Dayton 
Sarah & Ray Dean 
Mari Sorensen Detrixh, 
Coult deVries- deVries 
Assoc. PC 
Dan & Latane Donelin 
Myrl Duncan 
Mary Dusenbury 
Roma & Ralph Earles 
Ernie & Patricia Eck 
Steve & Chris Edmond 
Ron Schorr & 
Georgann Eglinski 
Julie Elfving 
Dr. Barbara Etzel 
Richard Eversole 
Louise Farrell 
Eleanor Macy --, Fergu: 
Oliver & Rei , FUl!1I 
J. Robert Fluker 
Kent Foerster 
Carol B. Francis 
marci francisco 
Reva Friedman 
Tanya Mayer & 
Paul Friedman 
Amy Lee & 
Richard Frydman 
Sidney Garrett 
Ruth Gennrich 
Deborah J. Gerner 
Janet & Kyle Gerstner 
Mary Louise Gibson 
Paul & Helen Gilles 
Web & Joan Golden 
James T. Good 
Kathryn A. Graves 
Max D. Graves 
Roy & Marilyn Cridlel 
Doug & Ruth Ann Cm 
George H. & Susan Cu 
Kathleen & H. H. Hall 
Dawn Dirks & Bob Ha 
William W. & 
Nancy S. Hambleton 
Steven Hamburg 
Phylis Hancock 
Cristi Hansen 
Dorothy L. Harder 
Lisa Harris 
D.W. Hatton 
Judith A. Robinson & 
Darrell L. Henderson 
Stan Herd 
Emily Hill 



Kansas Land Trust 2001 Honor Roll 
e appreciation to these friends who contributed to the Kansas Land Trust between January 1, 2001, and December 31,2001. 
. Please let us know if your name has been omitted or misspelled. 
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~arcia & Stephen Hill 
"resa Hill 
Jim Hillesheim 
Dwight & Peggy Hilpman 
Sue & Dick Himes 
Pat Hirsch 
T.J. Hittle Landscape 
Architects 
Delmis Hodgins 
Thor & Elaine Holmes 
Terry A. Holmquist 
Lynne & Bob Holt 
Jack & Nancy Hope 
Paul Hotvedt 
Philip & 
Mary Lou Humphrey 
Genna and Greg Hurd 
Wes Jackson 
Rudolf Jander 
Dr. Christi Jarrett 
Bernadette Jilka 
R.F. Johnston 
Elaine E. Jones 
Jerry Jost 
Kansas Arts Commission 
Glenn L. Kappelman 
David & Sharyn Katzman 
Wm. T. Kemper 
Foundation 
Jennifer E. Kennedy 
Mr. & 
'Mrs. Stanley A. Kern 
:elly Kindscher 

Joe & Cille King 
Joe Krahn 
Elizabeth A. Kuznesof 
J. Stephen Lane Architect 
Linda Lang 
Donna Lantry 
Caryn Goldberg & 
Ken Lassman 
Dr. Leo E. Lauber 
Lawrence Arts Commission 
Betty Leech 
Russell C. Leffel 
Bob & Betty Lichtwardt 
Felice Stadler & 
Matthew B. Logan 
Robert & Joy Lominska 
Hillary Loring 
Eleanor Lowe 
Linda & John Lungstrom 
Jim and Deanna Lutz 
Janis F. M'Caelin-Light 
Michael Maher 
Judith K Major 
Janet Majure 
Lisa Bitel & Peter Mancall 
Mollie K Mangerich 
Marsha & Ric Marshall 
Alan L. & Laura G. Martin 
Carl Thor & Sara Martin 
Francis & Christine Martin 
Keith Martin 
Roger Martin 
Bob & Patricia Marvin 
Marilyn & 
George McCleary 
Newton C. McCluggage 

McCluggage Van Sickle & Bill & Kathy Rich 
Perry Rita Ricks 
Sondra McCoy Bill Riley 
J. Mark McDowell Michael E. & 
Sally McGee Kathleen F. Riordan 
Caroline & Lauren Ritterbush 
Robert L. McKnight Jim & Carol Roberts 
Susan T. McRory W. Stitt Robinson 
Janice Melland Kim Roddis 
Gwyn Mellinger Stanley Lombardo & 
Robert W. Melton Judith Roitman 
Ron Michael Trish Rose 
MaryP. Miller Beverly & 
Mike Miller Howard Rosenfeld 
Ocoee Miller Jean Rosenthal 
Tim Miller Harold & Melissa Rosson 
David & Susan Millstein Stan & Janet Roth 
Phil Minkin Grace Russell 
Nancy S. Mitchell Robert E. Russell 
Rick Mitchell Dan Sabatini- Sabatini & 
Kent Montei Assoc. Architects 
Richard Morantz & Frank C. Sabatini Trust 
Carolyn Micek John & Jane Scarffe 
Elizabeth Smith & Webster Schott 
Caleb Morse Elizabeth Schultz 
Robert Mossman Sheryl A. Schultz+Family 
Clarice Mulford Bob & Judy Schumann 
John & Carol Nalbandian Bob Schumm- Schumm 
Betty Nelson Food Co. 
Jerry & Judy Niebaum William O. Scott 
Laurie Weber & Marianne & 
Rich Niebaum Dale Seuferling 
The Noll Family Mary Seyk 
Jim Lewis & Todd Seymour 
Nancy O'Connor Sandra Shaw 
Nancy Oderkirk Richard B. Sheridan 
Tensie Oldfather Greg Shipe 
Oread Friends Meeting Steve Mason & 
Ann Carlin & Gayle Sigurdson 
Jack Ozegovic John E. Simmons 
H.G. Palmer Ann Simpson 
Verdou & Helen Parish Diane Worthington 
Ron Parks Simpson 
Lowell Paul Sondra Goodman & 
Lynate Pettengill John M. Simpson 
The Pfizer Foundation Fred & Lilian Six 
Nola A. & Dorothy Jean Slentz 
Calder M. Pickett Mickey L. Sloan 
David E. Pierce J. Smartt 
Ron Seibold- Pines Sandra J. Smith 
International Inc. Malcolm Smith & Family 
Galen L. Pittman Bruce & Leslie Snead 
Dwight Platt Bill Roush- Solar Electric 
Bruce Plenl( Systems of KC, Inc. 
Drs. Agi & Henry Plenl, Haskell Springer 
John Poehlman Berry Stafford 
Rex Powell Heinrich & 
Jim Power Ursula Stammler 
Johanna & Laurance Price Jerry M. Stauffer 
Clifton & Deborah Pye Mr. & 
Dan & Tara Quinn- Quinn Mrs. Richard L. Stauffer 
RECo. Helen Stein 
Richard Racette Martha Rose Steincamp 
R. H. & Kathleen L. Raney Steve Stemmerman 
Lynn & T. J. Rasmussen George M. & 
Mike Rathbone Mary B. Stephenson 
Jim Regan Margaret E. Stewart 
Milton Reichart Bianca Storlazzi 
Linda Akin Renner Carl Strikwerda 

Michael Stubbs 
Robert N. Sudlow 
Forrest & Donna Swall 
Mark Jakubauskas & 
Sara Taliaferro 
Glenda Taylor 
Orley & Toni Taylor 
Gary Tegtmeier 
Tekgraphics 
Art Thompson 
Craig Thompson 
Cathy Tortorici 
Jud Townley 
Julie Trowbridge-Alford 
Ruth & Austin Turney 
Marjorie Turrell 
Bill & Kathryn Tuttle 
The UPS Foundation 
Larry & Therese Uri 
Lynn & Marjorie Van Buren 
Carolyn Coleman & 
Dave Van Hee 
Barbara Ashton Waggoner 
KT. Walsh 
Laurie Ward 
Mayme Pearl Ward 
Robert & Martha Ward 
Buzz Warren 
Charles & Marian Warriner 
Deb Spencer- Water's Edge 
Barbara L. Watkins 
Dan & Phyllis Watkins 
Bill & Judy Waugh 
Rosemary Weber 
Wes & Stacy Wedermyer 
Margaret Wedge 
Paul Weidhaas 
Bill Welton 
Western Resources Green 
Team 
George Wetzel 
Steve Wharton 
Elise & Curt White 
Wilderness Community 
Educ. Fdn. 
Mike Wildgen 
Jack Winerock 
Ron & Joyce Wolf 
Working Assets Funding 
Svc. 
Don & Bev Worster 
Dr. Valerie F. Wright 
Mary Lou Wright 
Joanne Bergman & 
Bob Yoos 
Fran Zillner 
Frank Zilm 
Ben Zimmerman 

Names of people memo-
rialized or honored by 
gifts to KLT are followed 
by donor names. 

In Memon' Of 
Dorothy Akin 
Linda Akin Renner 

CUf Barron 
Dale & Pam Darnell 

John A. Bjorge 
Gary & Nancy Bjorge 

John G. Clark 
Lois Clark 

Frank B. Cross 
Marie Z. Cross 

Alpha Farwell 
Bob & Judy Schumann 

Ronald Koehn 
Jolene A. Abbott 

Sandra Linck 
Mark Jakubauskas & 
Sara Taliaferro 

Shelley Miller 
Janice Melland 

Robert E. Russell 
The Brodas 

Ralph Schaake 
Stanley Lombardo & 
Judith Roitman 

K.L. & M.E. Stauffer 
Mr. & 
Mrs. Richard L. Stauffer 

Harry Trowbridge 
Julie Trowbridge-Alford 

Bill Ward 
Dan & Nancy Austin 
Margaret Barnett 
Kathryn A. Graves 
Lisa Harris 
Pat Hirsch 
Joe Krahn 
Francis & Christine Martin 
Martha Rose Steincamp 
Gary Tegtmeier 
Art Thompson 
K.T. Walsh 
Robert & Martha Ward 
Robert & Martha Ward 
Robert & Martha Ward 

Frank W. Wilson 
Dorothy Jean Slentz 
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In Honor Of 
Margaret Barnett 
Robert & Martha Ward 

Margaret Thomas & 
Tom Brown 
Pat & Andy Brown 

Sarah & Ray Dean 
Ann Simpson 

Will Dirks 
Dawn Dirks & Bob Ham 

Sally Hayden 
A. Kimberley Dayton 

Eleanor Lowe 
Caroline & 
Robert 1. McKnight 

Jim & Deanna Lutz 
Marsha & Ric Marshall 

Penny Stuber & 
George Moeller 
Eleanor Lowe 

Rich Niebaum 
MatthewB. & 
Jerri Niebaum Clark 
Jerry & Judy Niebaum 

Tensie Oldfather 
J. Bunker Clark 

Beth Schultz. 
Haskell Springer 

Peggy Sullivan 
Roger Martin 

Diane Tegtmeier 
Ann Simpson 

Laurie Ward 
Ann Simpson 
Robert & Martha Ward 

Mayme Pearl Ward 
Robert & Martha Ward 

David Wristen 
Sandra J. Smith 

The following donated in
kind and cash support for 
the Kansas Conference on 
Imagination & Place. 

Checker's Foods 
Community Mercantile 
Free State Brewing Company 
The Fulbright Commission 
Great Harvest Bread Co. 
Hy-Vee Food Store, 6th St. 
Mass Street Music 
Milton's Coffee & Wine 
Nancy Mitchell 
Sunflower Rental 
U. of KS Dept. of Geography 
U. of KS Graduate Students 
Organization of Geography 
Wheatfields Bakery 

Kansas Land 'Trust, Inc. December 31, 2001 

BALANCE SHEET 

ASSETS 
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 
TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 
CURRENT LIABILITIES 

STEWARDSHIP FUND 
EQUITY (RESTRICTED) 
EQUITY (UNRESTRICTED) 
TOTAL EQUITY 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 

INCOME STATEMENT 

RECEIPTS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
INTEREST INCOME 
STEWARDSHIP FUND 
RESTRICTED FUND 
GRANT INCOME 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

EXPENDITURES 
OPERATING 
MEMBER EVENTS 
PROJECTS 
OTHER 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

NET INCOME 

$89,315.68 
$89,315.68 

$610.33 

$21,534.50 
$5,283.98 

$61,886.87 
$88,705.35 
$89,315.68 

$47,598.76 
$551.06 

$5,285.00 
$1,892.88 

$14,075.00 

$69,402.70 

$33,740.52 
$1,185.26 

$12,125.25 
$209.00 

$47,260.03 

$22,142.67 
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2001 Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors and Staff: Back row, left to 
right, Secretary Rick Mitchell, Bruce Plenk, President donna luckey; 
middle row, left to right Beverley Worster, Sondra McCoy, Executive 
Director RoxAnne Miller, Tim Metz; front row left to right, Vice 
President Kelly Kindscher, Special Projects Director Laurie Ward, 
Mary Louise Gibson. Not pictured: Treasurer Sidney Garrett, Myrl 
Duncan, William W. Hambleton, Legal Intern Chris Dove. Photograph 
by Don Worster. 

Dear Friends of Kansas Land Trust: 

We are pleased to present to you this Kansas Land Trust Annual 
Report for the year 2001, with its honor roll of donors, financial fig
ures, and an updated list of completed conservation easements. 

The number of gifts to KLT in 2001 decreased from the year 2000; 
however the dollar figure of contributions rose by an impressive 36%. 
Most funding for KLT continues to come from membership gifts, but 
the larger receipts amount for the year includes several grants and 
major gifts. We are deeply grateful for this significant support and 
are optimistic regarding our potential for 2002. 

We appreciate everyone who has been a part of the Kansas Land 
Trust this past year: Our conservation easement donors, our finan
cial contributors, landowners and others who called to explore con
servation options, everyone who attended our outdoor and educa
tional events, those who volunteered their skills and time for the 
sake of saving Kansas open space, and all who help spread the word 
about KLT. 

Also, thank you in advance for your continued generosity. The 
Kansas Land Trust has a bright and expanding future, thanks to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

donna luckey 
President, Board of Directors 

RoxAnne Miller 
Executive Director 
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Stezvardship }Jotes 

Conservation Pioneers Preserve Douglas County Woodland and Savannah 

By Sondra McCoy and Laurie Ward 

In late 2001, Bob and Betty 
Lichtwardt, Lawrence, donated a 
conservation easement to the 
Kansas Land Trust on 37 of their 40 
acres of rugged, heavily forested 
Douglas County land and then 
made a donation of the entire 40 
acres to the City of Lawrence for a 
future park. 

"Bob and Betty 
Lichtwardt are land con
servation pioneers in 
Kansas, " said donna 
luckey, president of the 
KLT Board of Directors. 
"They were among the 
first to join the Kansas 
Land Trust as members 
and to contact us as 
landowners offering to 
protect their property 
with a conservation ease
ment in perpetuity." 

This story actually began unfolding 
much earlier--in 1957, the year the 
Lichtwardts moved from Iowa to 
Lawrence for Bob, a mycologist, to 
accept a position of assistant pro
fessor of botany at the University of 
Kansas. The Lichtwardts bought 
the rural property in 1958, a time 
when the only nearby natural areas 
open to the public were Lone Star 
Lake and Douglas County Lake. 
Bob and Betty decided to purchase 
their own natural area--the 40 acres 

(Left to right) Fred De Victor, director of Lawrence's Parks and Recreation Department; 
Laurie Ward, KLT special projects director; Bruce Plenlc, member, KLT Board of 
Directors; Betty Lichtwardt; Mike Wildgen, Lawrence city manager; and Bob 

Lichtwardt gather after the Lawrence City Commission voted to accept a donation of 
land by the Lichtwardts to the city. 

The Lichtwardts did not 
touch the land in terms of 
development nor did 
they alter it in any way, 
except for a dam repair, in 
the 44 years they owned 
it. The land features steep 
contours, limestone out-
croppings, and a wide 
variety of trees--including now owned by the city--for hiking 

and opportunities to be outdoors. In addition 
to mycology, over the years at KU Bob taught 
courses in general botany and biology until his 
retirement as professor in 1995. 

Betty, also with a background in biology, and a 
concern for conservation, found urban plan
ning to be a logical interest and has worked as 
a "citizen activist" since the early 1960s, pri
marily with land-use committees of the League 
of Women Voters. Four decades ago, the city 
was developing a comprehensive plan which 
gave Betty an "initial education" in planning. 

"Because of this woodlot," said Betty, "we made 
an immediate connection between urban plan
ning and preservation. We knew the land 
could be destroyed due to the intense develop
ment pressure that was bound to come as the 
city grew." 

Betty said she has learned that it is essential to 
coordinate environmental goals with urban 
planning. "Environmentalists need to look at 
the whole picture rather than concentrate on 
separate issues which come and go; urban 
planning is ongoing. It brings all of the issues 
together and provides solutions for public ben
efit, provided the public is involved." 

Betty would like to see a division of environ
mental planning in local government land use 
planning departments, and regional planning 
that avoids urban sprawl. "We should keep 

our growth compact but at the same time plan 
our city to preserve fragile land and natural 
areas. Once such land is destroyed, it's gone 
forever." 

The completion of the conservation easement 
and the transference of the land to the city cul
minates more than ten years of association 
between the Lichtwardts and the Kansas Land 
Trust. From the date of its founding in 1990 
until 1992, volunteers with KLT worked to pass 
the Uniform Conservation Easement Act in 
Kansas, and Bob and Betty assisted in the effort 
by contacting legislators in support of the bill. 
In making their case, they explained that they 
had spent many years considering how to pre
serve their own tract of land perpetually in its 
natural state and concluded that the provisions 
in the conservation easement bill appeared to 
offer the best answer. 

Once the bill became law, Bob and Betty began 
studying the process of donating a conserva
tion easement with KLT representatives. 
Pledging to donate their 40 acres to the city, 
they also encouraged city officials to acquire 
additional adjacent land as a buffer, never 
imagining that the city would be so successful 
or so lucky (see related articles). "We really 
owe a lot to Fred DeVictor (director of 
Lawrence's Parks and Recreation Department) 
and Mike Wildgen (city manager) for pulling 
this off, and to the city commissions involved 
during this time, " Betty said. 

oak, hickory, and redbud. Abundant species of 
native grasses and plants grow in the woods 
and savannah, the latter ecosystem rare for 
Douglas County. As well, a large number of 
mammalian and bird species rely on the wood
land for habitat. 

The Lichtwardts' easement promotes the 
health of the Baldwin Creek watershed by 
restricting all development on the property 
except for unpaved trails. Because of rapid 
runoff on the land which can lead to erosion, 
no vehicles of any kind, including bicycles, are 
allowed. The unique, future trail park promis
es to be a wonderful place to walk in nature, 
away from city roads and sidewalks. 

The Lichtwardts hope that everyone will 
appreciate the land's "ecological value to the 
community" as well as enjoy the wooded open 
space. "It's a sign of the times that the city is 
participating in land preservation," said Betty. 
"We are very grateful that the city is willing to 
do this," she said. "They thank us, but we real
ly thank them. 

"Our primary goal ever since we moved here 
was to preserve this land," noted Betty. "I can't 
tell you how grateful we are that the Kansas 
Land Trust exists. It takes the responsibility off 
of us for monitoring the property. After we're 
gone, KLT will still be here." 
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OUTLOOK 
"EASEMENTS ARE FOREVER " 

By RoxAnne Miller 

Spring is definitely an easy time to be excited about 
the work of KLT! I love the rain, lush vegetation 
and time outdoors! We had a great turnout for the 
dedication of the Mission Valley's Fin & Feather 
(MVF&F) 800-acre easement in Miami County in 
early May. In his remarks at the dedication, 
MVF&F partner G. Kenneth Baurn commented on 
the amount of time and hard work his team and the 
KLT team put forth in completing this easement. So 
why would we spend so many hours in putting 
together a conservation easement project? Mr. 
Baum summed it up very succinctly by saying, 
because the easement is forever (in perpetuity; 
according to legal terms). What we accomplish 
through KLT is intended to protect the land forever, 
beyond the current landowner's lifetime. When we 
work on an easement project we work hard to 
honor the landowner's desires regarding the level 
of restrictions and permitted uses for the property. 
But, because it will protect and restrict the land for
ever, we also spend time thinking about what the 
future owners of the property might care about as 

well as the impact on the 
precious resources we are 
protecting. 

Each easement offers 
unique challenges and 
opportunities in contem
plating how to protect the 
land. For instance, the 
size (800 acres) of the 
MVF&F easement proper
ty and the type of owner-
ship (an 18-member limited liability company) 
brought certain considerations. But the size and 
owning entity of the easement property are just a 
couple of characteristics that can be important. The 
Lichtwardt and the Kelly jVarvil easements, total 
just over 50 acres. But, that 50 acres is a part of 
about a 100-acre park in the city. That 100 acres has 
recently been acquired by the City of Lawrence for 
a public park. So when easement property will be 
used by the public and is located within a city, the 
considerations are a little different and but also very 
important. 

I am pleased to say that everyone at KLT as well as 
the landowners I have worked with are mindful 
that what we do will continue beyond us. What a 
privilege! 

KLT-City Of Lawrence Partnership, First of Its Kind in Kansas 

By Lisa K. Patterson, Communications Coordinator, 
City of Lawrence 

The 1994, City of Lawrence Parks and Recreation com
prehensive plan included the action statement "to pre
serve natural corridors and purchase land in prepara
tion for the future growth of the city." The idea behind 
the statement was that it is more affordable to purchase 
land ahead of development and a more successful tac
tic than working to provide neighborhood parks after 
developers had completed housing projects. 

Prior to the publishing of that plan, Parks and 
Recreation staff were already exploring opportunities 
to acquire land in northwest Lawrence. In 1992, con
tact was made with owners of land south of and adja
cent to Bob and Betty Lichtwardt's property; no sale 
occurred then. 

The Apri1,1994, initial discussions with the Lichtwardts 
yielded a proposed donation with restrictions that the 
city had not previously experienced. Because the 
restrictions--in the form of a conservation easement to 
be held by the Kansas Land Trust--lirnited the land use 
and types of facilities permitted, city staff were con
cerned that creating a usable space would be difficult. 

In the summer of 1994, Parks and Recreation 
Department Director Fred DeVictor revisited the land 
south of the Lichtwardts' property. That parcel had 
been sold to a developer who, ultimately in 1999, sold 
23 acres to the city. This purchase meant that ameni
ties--such as a parking lot, restroom, and shelter--could 
be made accessible to visitors to a wilderness park on 
the Lichtwardts' land. 

Bob and Betty Lichtwardt then brought to the city's 
attention that the property west of theirs was available 
to purchase. Still before the Lichtwardts' donation was 
formalized, the city purchased those 20 acres-- with no 
restrictions-- which would add to the area preserved as 
open space and for recreational opportunities. 

In late 2001, the city was approached by Francis Kelly 
and Cheri Varvil with an opportunity to purchase land 
of theirs-- with restrictions--west of the 20 acres just 
purchased. Once again motivated by the Lichtwardts' 
expressed intentions of eventually donating their land, 
the city agreed to purchase 14 acres of Francis's and 
Cheri's land, with a conservation easement to be held 
by KLT. The sale to the city closed in April, 2002. 

Meanwhile, Bob and Betty Lichtwardt donated a con
servation easement on 37 of their wooded acres to KLT 
in December, 2001; at a meeting in December, the 
Lawrence City Commission voted unanimously to 
accept the Lichtwardts' offer to give their 40 acres to 
the city for a future park; and the transaction was fin
ished in early 2002. 

The result of the combined purchases and the 
Lichtwardts' donation is 97 contiguous acres of green 
space in one of the key paths of the community's 
growth. "The city has benefited greatly from Bob and 
Betty Lichtwardt's generous donation," commented 
Fred DeVictor. "Their desire to preserve their natural 
corridor coupled with insight on the surrounding 
property will benefit the growing community." 

Fred continued: "Preparing for the future by working 
with property owners today is one of the most suc
cessful tasks that a parks and recreation department 

Continued on page 3 
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Continued from page 2 

can accomplish. The value in having open space once an area is developed 
is recognized when you see families visit a park, and when the communi
ty uses the public space to enjoy themselves." 

[he Lichtwardts' gift of land and the land purchases have helped fulfill the 
city's initiative to preserve open space; however the concept of owning 
land with limitations is new for the city. The opportunity to work with the 
Kansas Land Trust to preserve the area has created a new partnership 
between the city and KLT--and the first instances in the State of Kansas of 
a nonprofit organization holding conservation easements on government 
land. 

KLTs Board of Directors president donna luckey said, "The Lichtwardt 
and the Kelly /Varvil easements represent an important step for KLT. By 
working with the City of Lawrence and its Parks and Recreation 
Department, we hope to demonstrate how public-private partnerships can 
successfully protect our natural heritage." 

The possibility of that city-KLT relationship proved invaluable in helping 
balance landowners' desires to preserve the natural characteristics of the 
land with the city's need to provide for park visitors. 

Yes! Here is my annual membership gift of $ ______ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

And, here is an additional gift of $ ________ _ for long-term land monitoring and protection. 

My gift is in memory of/in honor of (circle one), __________________ _ (name). 
[KLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses.] 

$ Other My company, ________________________ ~,will match this contribution. 
$5,000 Guardian 
$1,000 Steward 
$500 Protector 
$250 Caretaker 
$100 Keeper 

Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

~ ~~~r:ss.~~~~~~~~_ City ___________ ~.state __________ _ 
Nine-Digit Zip Code _________________ _ 
Area code and telephone number ______________ _ 

$50 Sustainer 
$25 Student 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable and mail 
with this form to Kansas Land Trust, 16 E. 13th SI., Lawrence, KS 66044-3502. 

"Green," my friend said, "1 go for the green. It's green that makes me feel 

nostalgia. Especially, when shadows fall." With my friend's enthusiasm for green 

motivating me, I drove south, following my Kansas map's promotion and the green 

dashes along Route 59: "Scenic Roads. Looking for scenic beauty? Drive any of the 

roads paralleled by the dashed green lines." On the palette ahead, blue sky was 

smooth overhead with rumpled yellow earth beneath; blue and yellow fused midway 

into a long smudge of spring green. 1 drove toward that smudge which defined a hori

zon. As surely as if I had gone underwater, 1 became immersed in its quickening 

green. 

Along the road, green came up to meet me . Young corn, just above 

ground, undulated anxiously in row upon row of pale green ink. Wheat, sorghum, 

brome, taller and a darker green, rose up in dense masses in other fields, as if laid on 

the earth in thick paint, with meadows of grass stretching out easily into the corners 

of the landscape's canvas. Intersecting field and meadow were thickets and 

hedgerows of trees and bushes, with greens of contrasting shades--the new leaves of 

oak, hackberry, and ash, light-colored as if just washed, against cedars' deep, smoked 

green .. Increasingly, I realized that English, in which words for "blue" proliferate, has 

only limited words for "green"; to convey the many tints of green in a Kansas spring, 

one is forced to draw on the names of jewels--emerald, jade--or foods-lime, olive, 

avocado-all of which, being imports to the region, it seems to me would taint a 

description of our spring. 

I turned onto Scipio Road, its narrow way edged in grass greens, with 

spots of purple clover and yellow mustard, intensifying and enlivening the green, 

and headed for Pottawatomie Creek. As I approached the creek, green clambered up 

and over the road, the leaves of locust, sycamore, and persimmon fluttering in arch

es above me. The creek, however, had dug a deep and crooked way into its sur

rounding green. Through the rough and tumble of the greenery on its banks-a con-

gress of grape and creeper vines, buckbush and bristly 

greenbrier, the creek twisted along, defining itself by its 

mud-brown color and its gurgling sound. Standing watch 

over this congestion was a champion cottonwood. Its 

trunk, elephantine and silver-grey, solid and massive in its simplicity, contrasted with 

this wild creek-bank confusion of greens, although the tree's myriad leaves, twirling 

and winking above me like shiny green sequins, added to the scenic hilarity. As did 

the butterflies-painted ladies and yellow swallowtails-and the birds-a black

throated and a parula warbler-which had arrived out of nowhere like circus visitors 

from climes where colors, other than green, were a possibility. Could one have too 

much of green? When did green become claustrophobic and overwhelming? When 

did you want the grass on the other side of the fence to be lavender? 

As I turned back toward Scipio, green persisted. The land seemed to swell 

with greenness; I surfed on greenness driving down the road. Willows, their droop

ing branches changed from winter's chartreuse to boisterous splashes of bright green, 

embraced a pond. Further on, a rupture of purple irises gave me pause. Set back from 

the road and planted in a straight line, they marked a homestead, a farrtily's attempt 

to contribute another color, another dimension to this space. Down the road and after 

a turn or two, I reached the St. Boniface Church cemetery set into the slope of a small 

green hill. Bluebirds darted among the monuments, perching jauntily on their statu

ary. The monuments, both old and new, face east, and I did, too, our shadows extend

ing out before us like long fingers. Dates inscribed on the oldest monuments associ

ated them with men and women born in the early nineteenth century. As shadows 

thickened to lavender in the valley beneath us, I imagined their lives in these green 

prairies. 

Elizabeth Schultz, author and KLT member, explores her own response to the natural world in 

"Senses of Place, " a Stewardship Notesfeature. 
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KLT To Dedicate Two Park Easements 

At 4:00 p.m., Thursday, September 26, 2002, Kansas Land Trust representa
tives and City of Lawrence officials will hold a dedication ceremony for 
conservation easements donated to KLT by Bob and Betty Lichtwardt and 
Francis Kelly and Cheri Varvil, all of Lawrence. The easements protect 51 
of a total 97 acres of green space now owned by the city for a future wilder
ness park. Guests can meet between 3:40 and 3:55 p.m. in the northwest 
corner of the Lawrence Indoor Aquatic Center parking lot, 4706 Overland 
Drive, just south of Free State High School tennis courts. Shuttles will carry 
passengers to and from the dedication site--on a portion of the new park 
land, along Folks Road. 

Limestone outcroppings on land donated to the City of 
Lawrence by Lawrence couple Bob and Betty Lichtwardt with a 

conservation easement held by KLT. 
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Lawrence Couple Adds to Future City Nature Park With a Conservation Easement to KLT 

By Laurie Ward 

In 1990, Francis Kelly and Cheri Varvil bought 15 acres of "beauty, peace, 
and quiet." The Lawrence couple thought they might one day need to 
sell the land to help generate retirement income. They also dreamed of 
the land being saved as a nature preserve. Then, owing to efforts by Bob 
and Betty Lichtwardt and the City of Lawrence, they saw a golden 
opportunity they could not pass up. Their land lay in northwest 
Lawrence, near that of the Lichtwardts who had for years promoted 
preservation along with urban planning. "We have a lot of admiration 
for the Lichtwardts and what they have done," said Cheri. "They edu
cated us," added Francis. 

Following Bob and Betty'S example, Francis and Cheri decided to donate 
a conservation easement to the Kansas Land Trust on 14 acres of their 
property. Subsequently, they sold that land--with its easement restric
tions--to the City of Lawrence for a future park. Their easement prohibits 
development except for allowing a small parking lot, picnic tables, and 
trash barrels to serve visitors to the trail park. 

Francis and Cheri retained ownership on a two-acre parcel which 
includes their residence, where they have lived since 1984. Francis 
writes under the name of Frank Lingo and delivers the New York Times; 
Cheri, a Licensed Specialist Clinical Social Worker, has worked as a 
social worker in the Topeka Public Schools for 22 years. 

Francis explained that he and Cheri wanted to protect the land, because 
they believe there is a shortage of natural land and wildlife around the 
Lawrence area. He said he thinks it's important for people just to know 
it's there. 

Francis Kelly and Cheri Varvil stand on land they sold to the City of 
Lawrence with a conservation easement held by KLT. 

The field and steep, wooded slopes, now owned by the city, are home to 
deer, coyotes, snakes, bobcat, wild turkey, and other birds and animals, 
as well as regularly visited by flocks of migrating birds. Francis 
describes the Baldwin Creek cliffs as "Ozark-like" in appearance. He 
hopes those who will use the new public land will appreciate its fragili-
ty. 

Francis and Cheri are sure Lawrence will grow around these recently set
aside wildlands. "It will be nice not to have to travel far to get out in 
nature," Francis said. They both have the highest praise for Lawrence 
city officials for being willing to pay for property with restricted use. 
They say it's not a matter of not trusting the people presently there, but 
many years hence, under different pressures, some might not act in the 
land's best interest, unless compelled by the conservation easement-
now held by the KLT and to be watched over beyond the lifetime of 
every Lawrence citizen alive today. 
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Early Settler's Descendants 
Preserve Family Land 

Kenneth L. Stauffer 

By Laurie Ward 

The great-great grandchildren of a 
Saline County settler have donated a 
conservation easement to the Kansas 
Land Trust on 20 acres of native prairie 
and wooded areas. 

Four siblings--Richard L. Stauffer, 
Emporia; Donna M. Lantry, Lawrence; 
James F. Stauffer, McPherson; and Jerry 
Michael Stauffer, Manhattan--granted 
the easement on the land, part of a larg
er parcel in Saline County which has 
been in their family since 1884, when 
their great-great grandfather Daniel 
Donmeyer bought it. The land passed 
from generation to generation, and the 
Stauffer siblings were raised on it by 
their farming parents, Kenneth L. 
Stauffer and Mary Bell Stauffer. 

Kenneth (K.L.) and Mary were married 
in 1931, at the height of America's Great 
Depression. With economic hardship 
and in the midst of the Dust Bowl, they 
started their family. 

The siblings describe their father K.L. 
as a humble farmer who loved the 
countryside so much it was like he was 
one with nature. And, they believe this 
attunement contributed to his consis
tently high agricultural yields. 

Mary Bell Stauffer 

According to his children, K.L. wel
comed the adversities of nature as a 
challenge and often left a patch of 
unharvested crop for wildlife needing 
food. Mary's determination and forti
tude allowed her to find creative ways 
to surmount financial difficulties. For 
example, many nights she stayed up 
late after a long day of work to sew the 
family's clothes. During the farming 
recession of the 1970s, K.L. worked var
ious jobs where he helped ranchers, 
worked in nurseries, and built grain 
elevators. Growing up, K.L. and 
Mary's children received honors in 4-H, 
athletics, scholastics, community and 
civic service, art, and music. As adults, 
they became successful in art, educa
tion, farming, insurance, and technolo
gy and have avocations in the fields of 
music, design, horticulture, and arche
ology. They say they, like their parents, 
feel inherently rich in love for nature 
and the land. 

Many requests to purchase the 20 acres 
were made over the years to K.L. and 
Mary, with what would have been 
financial reward for them, but they 
adamantly declined to sell. When K.L. 
and Mary died, ownership of all of 
their land passed to their children, who 
felt that the 20 acres should never be 

Continued on page 2 

KLT To Hold Easement 
Dedications, Walks, and 

Work Outing in September 
KLT members and friends are invited to outdoor events: 

Lichtwardt and Kelly/Varvil Easements Dedication 

On Thursday, September 26, the Kansas Land Trust will ded
icate conservation easements, donated by Bob and Betty 
Lichtwardt and Francis Kelly and Cheri Varvil, all of 
Lawrence. The easement donors and City of Lawrence offi
cials will join KLT in the celebration. Craig Freeman, curator 
of the University of Kansas R. L. McGregor Herbarium and 
associate scientist with the Kansas Biological Survey, will 
lead a woods walk on the protected land, now owned by the 
city for a future park. 

Guests should meet between 3:40 and 3:55 p.m. in the north
west corner of the Lawrence Indoor Aquatic Center parking 
lot, 4706 Overland Drive, just south of Free State High School 
tennis courts. Shuttles will carry passengers to the dedication 
site--a portion of the new park land along Folks Road--for a 
4:00 p.m. starting time. 

Hardy individuals intending to go on the hike in the woods 
should consider wearing sturdy footwear, long pants, a hat, 
and insect repellant and bringing water for themselves. 
Those choosing not to hike will have the option of riding 
early return shuttles back to the Aquatic Center parking lot. 
Later shuttles will run until the conclusion of the event. 

Heritage Hill Easement Dedication 

On Sunday, September 29, at 1:00 p.m., the Kansas Land Trust 
will dedicate the Heritage Hill conservation easement, 
donated by the children of Kenneth L. and Mary Bell Stauffer. 
Salina singer-songwriter Ann Zimmerman will perform a 
few songs about the tallgrass prairie, farming life, and appre
ciation of the land. Kelly Kindscher, KLT vice president and 
plant ecologist, will lead a plant walk through prairie and 
woods on the Stauffer land. Participants should consider 
wearing sturdy footwear, long pants, a hat, and insect repel
lant and bringing water for themselves. 

Heritage Hill Work Outing 

Later in the day on September 29, between 2:30 and 3:00 p.m., 
KLT will welcome volunteers to assist with a "work outing" 
at Heritage Hill. Willing workers should bring their own 
tools--Iarge pruners, tree saws, shovels, heavyweight carry
ing containers, large cardboard boxes, wheelbarrows, and 
work gloves. Those without tools might assist with carrying 
brush and debris. 

Directions to Heritage Hill--from 1-70 east of the 135 junction, 
take Exit 260 (Niles Road). Go approximately 1/2 mile south 
on Niles Road. Go west approximately 1/2 mile on 
Campbell Road. The property is on the north side of the 
road; look for a large steel butterfly and KLT signs. 

For information, to volunteer with refreshments or in other 
ways, to offer rides, or to seek rides, call 785-841-6118 before 
September 29. 
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OUTLOOK 
"TEAMWORK AT ITS BEST" 

By RoxAnne Miller 

It's been one year since I received the privilege of 
joining the staff at KLT! Wow, how quickly time 
passes - I'm learning and having so much fun. As I 
look back, it is amazing what KLT has accom
plished in one year. It has been a year of teamwork 
at its best. Our team - which includes you -
acquired four new conservation easements protect
ing about 871 additional acres. We all benefit from 
this prairie, woods, savannah, creeks, agriculture 
and other scientific and educational values! Much 
work on these new easements was accomplished 
before my time. But, I am thrilled that I had the 
opportunity to see the final steps of protection be 
put in place. We have a goal of two more easements 
by the end of the year. Two more in a matter of a 
few months may seem lofty, but we have agreed to 
set our sights high. And, in the next few months, 
some of our team will do annual visits to all KLT 
easement property. Annual visits are just one exam
ple of how we practice good stewardship of the 
land we protect. 

Continued from page 1 

developed. Motivated by their par
ents' wishes that the prairie be saved, 
the Stauffer offspring decided that a 
conservation easement held by KLT 
was the only feasible way they could 
accomplish their goal of permanent 
preservation. 

Board members and volunteers have in the last year 
contributed so much! In addition to making the 
conservation easements happen, KLT team mem
bers have been polishing up their mapping skills. 
We have begun to build a GIS database. This team 
has been diligently mapping information that will 
be very useful as we plan our future conservation 
efforts. Still other team members have been work
ing to put together an improved web-site for KLT. 
Stay tuned for the grand opening of that site! 

Our team does the footwork - it is you - the 
landowner, the member and donor that really 
makes it happen! Thank you! 

The protected land, with hills and low
lands, is a native pasture containing 
more than 90 identified species of 
plants. From the property's high ele
vations are scenic vistas of the 
Solomon, Smoky Hill, and Saline river 
valleys, as well as of surrounding 
farms--Iush bottom land and uplands 
many miles in the distance. Wild ani
mals and birds live among trees, in a 
ravine, and on the prairie. 

A view from Heritage Hill in Saline County shows surrounding 
farms and distant landscapes. The artwork, left of center, pays 

tribute to the land's history. 

The property's community and family history has 
been commemorated by monuments to various activ
ities on the land--human and otherwise. Artworks 
and walking paths maintained by the family are 
intended to increase visitors' appreciation of this rare 
and special place. 

The Stauffer siblings explain that they named the 
property, "Heritage HilI;' honoring their parents and 
ancestors by hanging on to this contiguous acreage, 
continuing collectively to touch their past and each 
other, and perpetuating their heritage. They offer this 
quote from the 1884 Saline County Atlas: "In truth and 
soberness, every man, woman, and child within her 
borders may say. 'Our lot is cast in pleasant places; yea 
we have a goodly heritage.'" 

On the occasion of granting the conservation ease
ment to the Kansas Land Trust, the Stauffer siblings 
stated: "Through living the joys and trials of a farm
ing family, we harvested a deep association and love 
of the land. We grew to know ourselves better 
because of our connection with nature, its rhythms, 
gifts, and complications. We could contemplate the 
richness of nature's gifts and see its simple beauty, 
Our hidden connections, the invisible tangibles, are 
our moral standards, sensuality, spirituality, memo
ries, and aspirations. These helped formulate who we 
are today. This land is a living legacy and is a 
metaphor of life, as there is both joy and discon
tent.. .. The land was a refuge from work and trouble, a 
contemplative respite. This land owned by our ances
tors will forever be a legacy from them to all those 
who like us will forever be a part of the land from 
whence we came." 
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"CICADAS" 

Kansas summers, 
Kyoto summers, 
Stitched together 
By cicada sound. 
Three children walk 
In morning mist 
Toward a shrine 
With a pet cicada 
On a string leash. 
My mother offers 
Me a cicada husk, 
Light as a tear, 
All sound escaped. 
Bright green and 
Yellow threads 
Of sound shimmer, 
Sewing earth to sky, 

Sacred memories 
Into a light quilt 
Of summer. 

"FLINT HILLS" 

On a May morning, 
We set out from harbor, 
Over the bottom of the sea, 
Moss-green as a tortoise's back. 
Haze erased the horizon, 
Waves washed the sky, 
While buzzards swam 
And sighed above us. 

"OUT HERE" 

Out here, the earth breathes. 
Inhaling and exhaling clouds 
In pulsating puffs and guffaws. 
Stretching and spreading 
To the edge of the sky, 
In mid-day heat, its panting 
Is an iridescent shimmy, 
In late afternoon cold, 
An opalescent palpitation. 
With forests and mountains 
Unnecessary, the horizon 
Vibrates unencumbered. 
Out here, it ripples 
With minimal metaphors. 

Elizabeth Schultz, author and KLT 
member, explores her own response to 
the natural world in "Senses of 
Place," a Stewardship Notes fea
ture. 

Yes! Here is my annual membership gift of $ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

And, here is an additional gift of $ for long-term land monitoring and protection. 

My gift is in memory of/in honor of (circle one) (name). 
[KLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses.] 

My company, ,will match this contribution. 

_ Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

Name ________________________________________________ _ 
Address ______________________________________________ __ 
City .state ____________________ __ 
Nine-Digit Zip Code ____________________________________ __ 
Area code and telephone number _________________________ _ 

$ Other 
$5,000 Guardian 
$1,000 Steward 
$500 Protector 
$250 Caretaker 
$100 Keeper 
$50 Sustainer 
$25 Student 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable and mail 
with this form to Kansas Land Trust, 16 E. 13th St., Lawrence, KS 66044-3502. 

Kansas Land Trust and Lawrence Arts Center Offer Special Double Issue of Cottonwood 

This literary journal contains the complete proceedings from the October 19-21, 2001, Kansas Conference on Imagination & Place, sponsored by KLT 
and LAC. 
o Illustrated articles by Philosopher Edward Casey, Geographer Denis Cosgrove, Poet Cecil Giscombe, Painter Lisa Grossman, Writer Robert Kelly, 
Geographer Soren Larsen, Poet Denise Low, Poet Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg, Historian Richard Schoeck, and Anthropologist Barbara Tedlock 
• A preface by and interview with Conference Organizers Paul Hotvedt, Rick Mitchell, and Laurie Ward, conducted by Writer Kelly Barth 
• Dream Archive selections (a collection of place-based dreams submitted by the public) 
• Artworks by Gesine Janzen, Ron Michael, and Jane Voorhees 

Please send me _(number) copy / copies of Cottonwood #59/60. 
Name ____________________________________________________ _ 
Address ____________________________________________________ _ 
City, State,Zip ____________________________________________ _ 
Price = $ for _____ (number) copy / copies x $17.30 per copy 
(includes $1.10 KS sales tax and $1.20 for shipping and handling; out of state 
residents may deduct KS sales tax and send $16.20 per copy). 
Check enclosed or charge to: ____ - ____ - ____ - _ _ _ _ (credit card number) 

MC or Visa Expiration Date ____________________________ _ 
Name as it appears oncard _____________________________________ _ 
Signature __________________________________________________ __ 

K a n s a s Conference o n 

imoGinotio~. 
Oplace 

Make checks payable and send with this form to Lawrence Arts Center, 940 New Hampshire, Lawrence, KS 66044. Or, call 785-843-2787 to place a credit card order. 
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KLT Stars in 6th Grade Play 

Mrs. Nancy Worth's 6th grade class at Brookwood Elementary School, 
in the Shawnee Mission School District, selected the Kansas Land Trust 
for an Earth Day, 2002, project. After the students had nominated sev
eral environmental organizations, one student--whose father is a KLT 
member--made a presentation about KLT, and KLT won out as the 
group to study and honor. 

The class--all on its own--wrote and produced an original play, entitled, 
The Easement, the plot of which involved a landowner who was putting 
up for sale land which had been in her family for generations and which 
she desired to keep in its natural state; a buyer who wanted to develop 
the land; and the Kansas Land Trust, which offered a compromise solu
tion of placing a conservation easement on most of the property but 
allowing some building. 

Nancy Worth, with 15 years of teaching experience, termed the KLT 
play an outstanding Earth Day project. 

Nancy Worth's Brookwood Elementary School 6th grade class pose 
after performing a play featuring the Kansas Land Trust called 

The Easement. 

KLT Dedicates Miami County Easement 

At a dedication ceremony May 4, 2002, members and 
friends of Kansas Land Trust gather in appreciation of the 
Mission Valley's Fin & Feather partners' donation of a con
servation easement to the Kansas Land Trust. The ease
ment preserves nearly 800 acres of forest, prairie, and ripar
ian and agricultural areas in Miami County. Left to right, 
MVF&F partner G. Kenneth Baum (and the one responsi
ble for initiating the easement); Arthur Stern, MVF&F 
partner; donna luckey, president, KLT Board of Directors; 
and RoxAnne Miller, KLT executive director. 
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Kelly Haubein peeks out from behind her creation, an art bench donat
ed by KLT to the Prairie Park Nature Center of the City of Lawrence 

Parks & Recreation Department. 

KLT Donates Prairie-Scene Bench to 
Nature Center 

Thanks to a sponsorship by the Simpson Foundation on behalf of the 
Kansas Land Trust to Van Go Mobile Arts, Inc., KLT has donated a custom 
art bench to Prairie Park Nature Center of Lawrence. The Van Go JAMS 
(Jobs in the Arts Make Sense) Program hired Lawrence student Kelly 
Haubein to design and paint a prairie landscape on the bench which will 
reside permanently in the nature center at 2730 Harper in Lawrence. In 
her artist's statement, Kelly said, "My bench shows native Kansas animals 
in their natural habitat. It deals with the challenge we humans have ir 
maintaining a safe place for them to live and survive." The nature center 
has "making space for wild things" as a goal. 
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KLT Adopts Official Standards and Practices 

By Laurie Ward 

In 1989, the Land Trust Alliance (LTA), the 
national organization of land trusts, out of a 
commitment to the idea that a strong land trust 
community depends on the credibility and 
effectiveness of all its members, developed the 
Land Trust Standards and Practices, guiding 
principles for the responsible operation of land 
trusts. 

From the LTA 1993 revision of the Statement of 
Land Trust Standards and Practices: The LTA 
believes the Standards and Practices "are 
essential for ... a land trust that operates legally, 
ethically, and in the public interest and that 
conducts a sound program of land transactions 
and stewardship." 

During 2001, the LTA launched its "Land Trust 
Quality Initiative," an effort to provide greater 
support to land trusts to ensure that their con
servation efforts will stand the test of time. To 
help accomplish this, LTA pledged to provide 
increased education and outreach to make sure 
that every land trust adopts the Land Trust 
Standards and Practices. 

From its founding in 1990, the Kansas Land 
Trust, an LTA sponsor member, has studied 
and endeavored to adhere to the Land Trust 
Standards and Practices. In 2001, the Board of 
Directors agreed to conduct a comprehensive 
review of the fifteen standards. In some cases, 
practices were added or amended in order for 
KLT to fully comply with the standards. 

And, on June 25, 2002, KLT passed a formal 
resolution, the final paragraph of which reads, 

" ... the Board of Directors of the Kansas Land 
Trust, having reviewed its operating practices 
and found them to be in substantial compli
ance with the 1993 Statement of Land Trust 
Standards and Practices developed by the Land 
Trust Alliance, hereby adopts the Statement as 
henceforth guiding the practices of the organi
zation." 

The land trust standards are: 
Purpose and Goals A land trust must have a 
clear purpose and goals. 
Board Accountability The board of directors 
must assume legal responsibility and account
ability for the affairs of the organization. 
Conflict of Interest The board must take care 
that directors, officers, and staff avoid conflicts 
of interest. 
Basic Legal Requirements A land trust must 
understand and fulfill its basic legal require
ments as a nonprofit tax-exempt organization. 
Fundraising A land trust must conduct 
fund raising activities in an ethical and respon
sible manner. 
Financial and Asset Management The board of 
directors must be absolutely certain that the 
land trust manages its finances and assets in a 
thoroughly responsible and accountable way. 
Staff, Consultants, and Volunteers A land trust 
must have help--from volunteers, consultants, 
and in many cases paid staff--with appropriate 
skills and in sufficient numbers to carry out its 
programs. 
Selecting Projects A land trust must be selective 
in choosing land-saving projects. 
Choosing the Best Conservation Method A 
land trust must select the best available 
method for protecting each property. 
Examining the Property A land trust must 

KU Interns Enhance KLT 

know the property it protects. 
Ensuring Sound Transactions A land trust 
must ensure that every transaction is legally 
and technically sound, and take steps to avoid 
future legal problems. 
Benefits A land trust must try to assure that 
landowners who plan to claim a federal tax 
deduction for a charitable gift or bargain sale 
of real property interests are informed about 
relevant Internal Revenue Code requirements 
and IRS regulations, and that they obtain their 
own legal and tax advice regarding the gift's 
deductibility. 
Board Approval of Transactions The board is 
responsible for every land transaction. 
Conservation Easement Stewardship A land 
trust must carry out a program of responsible 
stewardship for its easements. 
Land Stewardship A land trust must carry out 
a program of responsible stewardship for its 
land. 

More than 100 plant enthusiasts attended the KLT 
Wildflower Walle, June 15, 2002, on the Akin Prairie, pro
tected forever by a conservation easement. Photograph by 
Brad Levy. 

Legal Intern Chris Dove, third-year University of Kansas law student from 
Topeka, heard about the Kansas Land Trust while doing land use research for 
school. He sees privately completed conservation easements as an important 
choice--along with government action--for how to control urban growth. Chris 
has served KLT since early 2001, taking minutes at board meetings and assist
ing with various land-protection projects. Chris double-majored in biochem
istry and philosophy as an undergraduate at KU. He earned an M.A. in biology 
at the University of Oregon, with an emphasis on mathematical ecology, study
. '1g butterflies in the tropics of Ecuador. Chris says law school "brings him back 
.0 the social arena." Chris, having taken more environmental law classes than 
any other type, is interested in working to keep cities from expanding outward
-a trend which he describes as "sucking the life out of the center." He notes how 
our "car culture" is consuming rural space. Chris hopes to do his part to make 
21st century cities more liveable. 

Left to right: Chris Dove, Yoshi Terai, and Lori Kruger 

Yoshi Terai, from Tokyo, Japan, with a degree in economics from Aoyama 
Gakuin University, worked as an intern for KLT during the spring of 2002 as 
part of his Master of Urban Planning, which he earned from KU in May. His 
concentration was in land use and environmental planning. For six years previ
ously, Yoshi worked in Japan as a systems engineer and in business. For his 
internship, Yoshi assisted KU Architecture & Urban Design Associate Professor 
and KLT President donna luckey with research on 
land under consideration for preserving with a con- Continued on page 2 
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OUTLOOK 
"PACE, EXCELLENCE, VISION" 

By RoxAnne Miller 

This is a great time of year to work with the land 
trust. Three of the KLT board members and myself 
just returned from Land Trust Alliance (LTA) Rally 
in Austin, Texas. Nearly 1,800 national leaders in 
private land conservation, including the executive 
directors, volunteers and board members of many 
of the nation's 1,260-plus nonprofit land trusts, 
gathered Oct. 26-29 in Austin, TX. At the Land 
Trust Alliance Rally, the nation's largest conference 
on conservation, we were able to learn from and 
converse with others from around the world! 

Representatives from 49 states, the District of 
Columbia, the US Virgin Islands and 10 other 
countries were at the LTA Rally. The conference fea
tured 130 in-depth workshops about private land 
conservation, 22 pre-conference seminars and 11 
field trips to protected lands. 

The President of the LTA, Rand Wentworth, culmi
nated the conference setting forth the image for con-

Continued from page 1 

servation easement. He evaluated the suitability of a 
boundary line of the proposed conservation area. And, he 
analyzed the watershed as a carrying capacity by using 
Geographic Information System (GIS) data. Yoshi is pur
suing job opportunities in environmental conservation and 
economic development, especially in the field of sustain
able development in eastern Africa. 

Lori Kruger, who grew up in Johnson County, earned an 
undergraduate degree from KU in graphic design. Lori 
began an internship for KLT in the summer of 2002 and 
plans to graduate with a Master of Urban Planning in the 
spring of 2003. She first heard about KLT during one of her 
KU courses, Planning and the Natural Environment. There, 
she learned about various growth management tools--both 
public and private--and their effectiveness in terms of land 
protection. For her work with KLT, Lori is studying the 
Kansas River watershed corridor, especially the natural 

servation over the 
next 20 years. He sug
gested we all strive for 
Pace, Excellence, and 
Vision. Pace - Mr. 
Wentworth encour
aged the pace of con
servation to pick up, 
in light of the statistic 
he presented that 8.6 
square miles of land is 
paved each day. 
Excellence - We must preserve property using high 
standards in our process so that protection is 
enforceable and meaningful for the future. Vision
He challenged us to come up with a vision of con
servation for the next 20 years. 

I am happy to report that KLT is committed to all 
three of those goals. This year we intend to close on 
four conservation easements, whereas in the past 
we acquired about two easements per year. We are 
committed to achieving even greater excellence in 
the baseline and monitoring documentation, and in 
our communication with landowners and the pub
lic. Finally, our vision now includes targeted con
servation as well as landowner-initiated conserva
tion. I ask that each of you commit to these goals 
and continue to work with us to achieve them. 

experience in marketing, advertising and strategic plan
ning, she knew that her skills would be a welcome addition 
to the organization. So far at KLT, Samantha has worked 
on flyer construction and helped with event planning and 
networking. Samantha never dreamed that so much work 
went into keeping donors and friends informed of KLT 
activities. She was surprised at the extent of legal facets 
that went along with each interaction. After graduating this 
December, Samantha hopes to focus her writing and mar
keting skills toward children. She also is considering con
tinuing her education by getting a master's degree in early 
childhood special education. Samantha is very happy here 
in Kansas and would like to continue to live in the 
Lawrence-Kansas City area. 

Casey Mulligan by Samantha Nondorf 

Casey Mulligan, a fifth-year senior from Overland Park, is 
a fall intern at the Kansas Land Trust. He is a strategic com
munications major through the Journalism School at KU. 

land which will likely be taken away 10 to 
20 years from now. She is looking into 
land use, waterways, and issues surround
ing development. Ultimately, she will 
provide KLT with a report which includes 
graphics, maps, and text. Lori has worked 
in several capacities at the Community 
Mercantile in Lawrence before and during 
her current college enrollment. Lori's 
area of concentration in the urban plan
ning graduate program is environmental 
planning and land use policy. She also 
has a great interest in historic preserva
tion. Having done a "fair amount" of car
pentry over the last 18 years, she prefers 
renovation and rehabilitation of old build-

Casey Mulligan and 
Samantha Nondoif 

This is a major that includes work 
in areas such as marketing, public 
relations, advertising, and sales. 
He chose this major because it 
allows him to explore a lot of dif
ferent areas of interest and widens 
his choices in looking for a job. 
Casey contacted KLT when he 
saw the opening on a school web 
site and thought it sounded inter
esting. He grew up in the suburbs 
of Kansas City and saw the con
tinual expansion development of 
Kansas. This sparked an interest 
in Casey in conserving land for 

ings to new construction. Future employment situations for 
Lori ideally will draw on her various experiences. 

Samantha Nondorf by Casey Mulligan 

Samantha Nondorf is from Hoxie, located in the northwest 
region of the state. She grew up on a farm raising wheat 
crops and 300 head of cattle. Samantha arrived at KU and 
entered into the Journalism School with high expectations. 
Samantha's strategic communications major was a good fit 
for her skills, as she is very creative and loves to write. 
With her farming background, Samantha knows the impor
tance ofland conservation, and knew she would be the right 
person for a job at Kansas Land Trust. With her classroom 

natural purposes. During the 
internship, Casey has made contacts with the local media, 
helped maintain and organize some KLT data, and also 
other administrative tasks. Through his work at the KLT, 
Casey has learned that there's an incredible amount of work 
that goes into creating a conservation easement and all of 
its documents. He has also seen what an important pm1 
KLT plays in preserving our lands. Casey will graduate 
from KU in December. He is using this internship as one 
credit towards his degree. Casey isn't sure what job he 
would like to pursue, but he would like to travel and maybe 
work in a sales field. 
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KLT Receives Grant for GIS 
tional monies to pay the 
salary of a temporary part
time KLT staff member. 

focus on land use and environmental planning. 
For several months, Andrea assisted with seek
ing funding sources and on easement projects. In 
the summer of 2002, when the Kingsbury grant 
was received, at President donna luckey's sug
gestion, Andrea and Executive Director 
RoxAnne Miller applied for assistance through 
the Kansas Work Study Program which provides 
funds to employers outside universities for stu
dents working in their 

The Kingsbury Family Foundation of Virginia 
has awarded the Kansas Land Trust a $5,000.00 
grant to build a Geographic Information System 
(GIS) database, that will enable the production of 
maps for conservation planning for, and conser
vation education in, the Kansas River watershed 
corridor. The grant served an immediate sec
ondary purpose by becoming a match for addi-

Andrea Repinsky, original
ly from Olathe, with a B.A. 
in environmental studies 
from KU, came to KLT as a Andrea Repinsky 
volunteer in January; 2002. 
Andrea plans to graduate from KU with a Master 
of Urban Planning in the spring of 2003, with a fields. The application Continued on page 4 

Please use the gift card below and the provided envelope to make or add to your 2002 contribution. 

Yes! Here is my annual membership gift of $ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

And, here is an additional gift of $ for long-term land monitoring and protection. 

My gift is in memory of fin honor of (circle one), __________________ _ (name). 
[KLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses.] 

My company,. _________________________ ,will match this contribution. $ ___ Other 

Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

Name ________________________ _ 

$5,000 Guardian 
$1,000 Steward 
$500 Protector 
$250 Caretaker 
$100 Keeper 

Address, _______________________ _ $50 Sustainer 
$25 Student 

City State. __________ _ 
Nine-Digit Zip Code _________________ _ 
Area code and telephone number _____________ _ 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable and mail with 
this form to Kansas Land Trust, 16 E. 13th St., Lawrence, KS 66044-3502. 

I'm out here, and I'm lost. Having just returned from a long-dream ed-of 
journey to Russia, I thought I'd visit the steppes of Kansas and hence 
headed for the Flint Hills east of Matfield Green. I'm driving on a two
track road, gravel and ruts, going somewhere. The place is all there is, but 
I don't know where it is. The sky, saturated with moisture, sags in heavy 
grey drapery. The sun and my sense of direction are muffled. The land 
seems to approach me in waves: my car takes me upward, and I surf 
down and back up again. I stop and look about. I am a tack in the middle 
of unfenced infinity. Misted over, the horizon's hoop gives no sense of 
enclosure. Ahead of me, the road spins out against the land, a raw skein 
curving up over a crest, and disappears. The very existence of a road dif
ferentiates this land from the sea, however. On the land I am following the 
tracings of other creatures. 

Like the sea, this land swells and ripples. But this land has body, bones, a 
musculature. It is hard flesh. Letting the car follow the vein of road, up 
and down, undulating, I feel myself traveling over immense thighs and 
biceps. Water runs through the crotch of a gully and onto the road. I pass 
between mounds of breasts and down and across an extensive solar 
plexus. The car jolts over ribs. Here, I see slabs of limestone, forming a 
boney carapace, and here, limestone juts out along a ridge like broken 
vertebrae. Comparable to those invisible mites which carouse over my 
eyelids and in my intestines, I think of myself riding over the living 
organism of the planet itself and feel less lost, more at home in this space. 
I focus on its skin, the soil, and on its hair, the grasses and trees, which 
expand across its body. 

Recent rain has deepened the soil's yellow to ochre. In the land's armpits 
'lnd the long curved shadows along its spine, it darkens. On another 
.)ctober day, I realize, the grasses would be flamey, sunset colors. Today, 
subdued up close by drizzle and in the distance by mists, they nonethe
less spread a ruddy glow over the land. The auburn of big and little 
bluestem dominates, with Indian grasses' gold seaming it. Along the 
road, masses of switch grass, pale tow-heads, contrast with the auburn. I 
pass swatches of sunflower and thistle, brittle and black, yet still harbor-

ing seeds to fling out on the wind. Windless today, 
the grasses do not flex to reveal the muscles of the 
land; damp, they impress me as being matted fur, 
an intimate and protective covering. Immense 
beings like whales, grasses are deceptive: I know 
at any given moment they show me only a glim
mer of themselves. 

Trees hunker in the land's gouges and in the gullies, about seepages and 
small creeks. In these gaps, cottonwood, hackberry, and honey locust 
burst with yellow splashes. Against the pewter sky, they gleam. Can they 
light my way across this land? Among these yellow leaves, the oaks, burr 
and chinquapin, remain constant to their dusty green, as the cedars 
remain will throughout the winter. But on the high ridges are the sumacs' 
streaks of dark blood. Such images tell me that I'm getting anxious about 
wandering nameless on a nameless road. 

I drive on, tending now to the names of birds. Overhead, redtails drift 
purposefully, indifferent to the drizzle. I pass a red tail commanding the 
side of the road, its white vest inflated, larger than its sky silhouette sug
gests; it gives me a hard stare and returns to plucking the prey it holds 
under its talons. Flickers, white signaling briskly from the backs of their 
tails, flash out of the trees, as I pass by; I catch glimpses of sparrows, 
whom I cannot name, flitting up from the grasses. Quick company, they 
are small comfort in this immense space. And, then, from gully brush, 
mists, and old dreams, a lithe form materializes. Its long knobbed tail and 
its sandy coat name it even as it vanishes in a single bound across the 
road. Rare creature, fierce beauty, nightmare shadow, messenger warning, 
welcoming? Stunned and without adequate words or metaphors, I make 
my way across this land, driving onto a blacktop at Olpe, knowing that I 
am in the presence of wonder. 

Elizabeth Schultz, author and KLT member, explores her own response to the natural world in 
"Senses of Place," a Stewardship Notes feature. 
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Left: Lawrence Mayor Sue 
Hack addresses a crowd 
gathered on September 26, 
2002, to dedicate two 
Kansas Land Trust conser
vation easements, protect
ing 51 of 97 acres of green 
space owned by the City of 
Lawrence for a future park. 
The easements were donat
ed earlier by Bob and Betty 
Lichtwardt and Francis 
Kelly and Cheri Varvil, all 
of Lawrence; land the two 
couples had owned was 
subsequently deeded with 
the easements to the city. 

Above: On September 29, 2002, approximately 80 people gathered on Heritage Hill 
near Salina to dedicate a conservation easement donated to the Kansas Land ll'ust by 
the children of Kenneth L. and Mary Bell Stauffer. The easement preserves a 20-acre 
prairie--part of the family farm on which the Stauffer siblings were raised. An artwork 
in the shape of a windmill reflects working windmills on the Stauffer farm. 

16 E. 13th St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

liansas Land Jmsl 

Address Service Requested 

Farewell ... 
The Kansas Land Trust has said "farewell" and 
"thank you" to two Board of Directors members. 

Bill Hambleton, Lawrence, served as a director 
from early 2000 through the end of 2001. Bill assist
ed with easement projects, finances, and revising 
the organization's by-laws. Bill resigned from his 
position on the board to make time for other pur
suits. 

Sidney Garrett, Lawrence, joined as a director in 
1995 and served as treasurer and a member of the 
executive committee from late 1997 until her sec
ond full three-year term concluded in spring, 2002. 
Sidney counts among her memorable KLT activi
ties introducing a streamlined accounting system 
and, "seeing tne organization grow from being a 
very small, localized, underfunded, understaffed, 
fledgling group with only a few easements into 
what it is today--which is none of these things," she 
said. 

Bill's and Sidney'S contributions to KLT are greatly 
appreciated. 

... And Welcome 

The following three individuals joined the KLT 
Board of Directors in the spring of 2002. 

Mark Gonzales, Community Bank President for 
Commerce Bank, has lived in Lawrence since 1985; 
he grew up in Wichita. A believer in giving back to 
his community, Mark heard about KLT through 
former board member Sidney Garrett and then met 
vice president Kelly Kindscher two years ago when 

both were called to serve on the Douglas County 
EC02 committee, a group concerned with planning 
for future open space and industrial business 
parks. "KLT is a great organization," said Mark. "I 
will give my fullest to assist it in reaching its 
goals." 

Sandra Shaw, from New Hampshire, moved to 
Kansas in 1962. Retired from the position of CEO 
of the Bert Nash Community Mental Health Center 
in Lawrence, Sandra maintains a private practice in 
psychology. Sandra has always loved outdoor 
recreation and is a longtime advocate for land 
preservation. The invitation to join the KLT board 
coincided with her family'S completion of a land 
donation to the New Hampshire Society for the 
Preservation of Forests, an old New England con
servation organization. "It seemed like a good 
time for me to become more knowledgable about 
issues that are very important to me," said Sandra. 

Kate Hauber, an attorney from Shawnee Mission, 
has practiced commercial real estate law with 
Stinson Morrison Hecker LLP of Kansas City, 
Missouri, since 1983. She is the author of Hilcing 
Guide to Kansas, which covers approximately 450 
miles of hiking trails (mapped for the book by John 
Young) across the state. Interested in land preser
vation since high school, Kate said she had fol
lowed the efforts of major conservancy organiza
tions which purchase large parcels. "But I also real
ized that it would take grassroots work to preserve 
land, and KLT was the type of organization that 
could make a difference in Kansas," she said. "By 
focusing on grants of conservation easements, 
which do not transfer ownership of the land, KLT 
is able to protect smaller parcels of land whose 
owners might not otherwise have a mechanism to 
prevent development in perpetuity." 
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was successful, with the 
Kingsbury grant making available 
the essential matching funds for a 
work study salary for Andrea. A 
Kansas River watershed corridor 
team comprising board members, 
volunteers, and staff--including 
Andrea--will study Johnson, 
Douglas, Jefferson, Shawnee, 
Wyandotte, and Leavenworth 
counties, using GIS mapping and 
conservation planning analysis to 
determine which land KLT will 
target for preservation. The team 
will prioritize land using KLT's 
criteria of lands to protect, such as 
viewsheds, farmland, and ecologi
cally significant and historic areas. 

Additionally.. the grant will make 
possible the use of GIS for moni
toring existing easements, such as 
producing maps for baseline docu
mentation. 

"We are grateful to the Kingsbury 
Family Foundation for favorably 
positioning KLT in the use of GIS, 
a tool which greatly helps land 
trusts in their work," said 
RoxAnne. 
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MISSION STATEMENT: The Kansas Land Trust is a nonprofit organization that protects and preserves lands of 
ecological, scenic, historic, agricultural, or recreational significance in Kansas. 

In 2002, the Kansas Land Trust completed 
four conservation easements, bringing the 
total acres protected to approximately 2,850. 
Also, in 2002, three parcels of land with KLT 
conservation easements were transferred to 
subsequent owners from the original grantors 
of the easements. An additional parcel with a 
KLT conservation easement was sold to the 
second owner following the original ease
ment grantor. Kansas Land Trust conserva
tion easements run with the land. The land 
can be conveyed, and, thanks to the ease
ments, all future owners become stewards 
\)f the land. 

The 2002, KLT paid staff included Executive 
Director RoxAnne Miller and Special 
Projects Director Laurie Ward, each half
time. After volunteering early in the year, 
University of Kansas urban planning grad
uate student Andrea Repinsky was award
ed KLT's first part-time work-study posi
tion. And KU students Chris Dove, law; 
Yoshi Terai and Lori Kruger, urban plan
ning; and Casey Mulligan and Samantha 
Nondorf, journalism, all served KLT as 
interns. 

KLT began a Geographic Information 
System (GIS) database project to assist with 
conservation planning and education in the 
Kansas River watershed. 

On June 25, 2002, the Board of Directors 
adopted the national Land Trust Alliance 
Standards and Practices as guiding princi
ples for the organization and approved a 
Kansas Land Trust Conflict of Interest 
Policy. 

During the year, the board agreed to hire the 
accounting firm Mize, Houser & Company 
of Lawrence to conduct an annual certified 
mdit for KLT. 

On May 4, 2002, about two dozen attended 
the dedication celebration for the conserva
tion easement donated in 2001 by the Mission 

Valley's Fin & Feather, LLC on nearly 800 
acres in Miami County. Vice president and 
plant ecologist Kelly Kindscher led a prairie 
and woods walk on the land. 

On June 15, more than 100 attended a wild
flower walk, led by Kelly Kindscher on the 
Akin Prairie east of Lawrence. 

On September 26, nearly 40 were in atten
dance in Lawrence to dedicate two conserva
tion easements, one protecting 37 acres, 
donated in 2001 by Bob and Betty Lichtwardt, 
and one protecting 14 acres, donated earlier in 
2002 by Francis Kelly and Cheri Varvil. Craig 
Freeman, curator-in-charge of the KU R. L. 
McGregor Herbarium and associate scientist 

at the Kansas Biological Survey led a 
woods walk following the ceremony. 

On September 29, approximately 80 
individuals gathered on Heritage Hill in 
Saline County to dedicate a conservation 
easement donated by the children of 
Kenneth L. and Mary Bell Stauffer, pre
serving prairie, woods, land history, and 
with access to the public. Kelly 
Kindscher led a walk following the ded
ication program. 

The KLT mailing list grew to 2,150 
names, with the Board of Directors 
actively involved in friend-raising for 
the organization. 

In 2002, donors granted four conservation easements 
to the Kansas Land Trust on forests, prairies, and 
open space: clockwise, beginning upper left, land pro
tected by Francis Kelly and Cheri Varvil, 14 acres 
near Lawrence; the children of Kenneth L. and Mary 
Bell Stauffer, 20 acres near Salina; Doug and Ruth 
Ann Guess, 30 acres near Lawrence; and Jim 
Hillesheim, 60 acres near Lawrence. 

Lawrence artist Lisa Grossman donated 
the use of two landscape paintings for a 
sixth and seventh style of Kansas Land 
Trust note cards. These cards were sold 
in retail outlets and directly through 
KLT, with proceeds going to further the 
organization's land-saving mission. 
Additionally, KLT offered t-shirts for 
sale, with promotional and monetary 
benefits. 

The KLT Board of Directors in 2002 voted 
in favor of KLT's participation in the 
Farm and Ranch Lands Protection 
Program (FRPP), authorized under the 
Federal Agriculture Improvement and 
Reform Act of 1996, to purchase conser

vation easements on farm and ranch lands. 
The FRPP is administered in Kansas through 
the u.s. Department of Agriculture Natural 
Resources Conservation Service state office in 



Kansas Land Trust Conservation Easements 

At the close of 2002, KLT held fifteen easements in eight counties of Kansas, with a total of about 
2,850 acres protected. A conservation easement is a legal agreement between a landowner and an 
organization such as KLT that restricts the type and amount of use permitted on the property. Each 
easement is tailored for the land and to fit the landowner's intentions. The terms of a conservation 
easement become a permanent part of the title to the property; the original owner and all subsequent 
owners are bound by the restrictions of the easement agreement. KLT accepts only conservation 
easements which are written in perpetuity. Easements are listed below with the year received and 
Kansas county where recorded. 

1. Akin Prairie, 1994, Douglas. Sixteen acres southeast of Lawrence, very high quality native wild
flower prairie, access granted to friends of KLT. 

2. N asseri / Gevichi, 1994, Douglas. One acre near Lecompton, tall grass native prairie with biologi
cal significance, has federally threatened Mead's milkweed. 

3. Klataske, 1996, Riley. Forty acres outside Manhattan, native tallgrass prairie, protects viewshed 
from adjacent 8,600-acre Konza Prairie, owned by The Nature Conservancy for Kansas State 
University ecological research and education. 

4. Allen, 1997, Douglas. One hundred sixty-two acres close to Overbrook, including sixty acres of 
restored prairie, significant natural, scenic, open space, and agricultural values. 

5. Russell, 1998, Osage. Fifty-three acres south of Lyndon, including thirty-one acres of high quali
ty native prairie meadow, wildlife habitat, and cropland. 

6. Ashton, 1998, Sumner. Thirteen hundred acres near Wellington, prime farmland and open space. 

7. Oldfather, 1999, Douglas. Sixty acres south of Lawrence, forested hill, a historic landscape fea
ture, scenic, open space, and agricultural areas. 

8. The Nature Conservancy, 2000, Linn. Two hundred forty acres near Prescott, native prairie, agri
cultural, wildlife habitat areas. 

9. Kennedy, 2000, Wabaunsee. Twenty-four acres west of Dover, high quality native tallgrass prairie 
and prairie buffer. 

10. Lichtwardt, 2001, Douglas. Thirty-seven acres on the northwest edge of Lawrence, forest, open 
space, creek protection, future park. 

11. Mission Valley'S Fin and Feather, LLC, 2001, Miami. Approximately 792 acres, south of 
Somerset, forest, open space, native prairie, agricultural area, major creek, lakes, ponds, high eleva
tion. 

12. Kelly /Varvil, 2002, Douglas. Fourteen acres, on the northwest edge of Lawrence, forest, open 
space, future park. 

13. Heritage Hill, 2002, Saline. Twenty acres near Salina, native prairie, wooded areas, history park, 
public access granted. 

14. Guess, 2002, Douglas. Thirty acres west of Lawrence, high quality native wildflower prairie. 

15. Hillesheim, 2002, Douglas. Sixty acres west of Lawrence, restored prairie, woods, adjacent to 
government open-space area at Clinton Lake. 
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Kansas Land Trust 2002 Honor Roll 
e appreciation to these friends who contributed to the Kansas Land Trust between January 1, 2002, and December 31,2002. 
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Please let us know if your name has been omitted or misspelled. 

Howell D. Johnson, MD Lynn & Carolhn Nelson John M. Simpson M. H. Elliott Laurie Ward 
R.F. Johnston Martha J. Net erland Fred & Lilian Six Mary Elliott Hilda Enoch 
Deborah Altus & Jerry Jost Marjorie Newmark Dorothy Jean Slentz Ann Simpson 
David & Sharyn Katzman Jerry & Judy Niebaum Sandra J. Smith Marie Hahn Diane Worthington 
Patricia Kehde Dale & Reva Nimz Bruce & Leslie Snead Linda Lips Simpson 
Cheri Varvil & Francis The Noll Family Bill Roush-Solar Electric Robert & Martha Ward 
Kelly Jim Lewis & Nancy ~stems of KC, Inc. Mary & RM:'mond Hall 
Jennifer E. Kennedy O'Connor askell Springer & Anne Kathleen . & H. H. Mayme Pearl Ward 
Stan & Frankie Kern Robert & Nancy C. Fowler Hall Robert & Martha Ward 
Kelly Kindscher Oderkirk Charles L. Stansifer 
Joe & Cille King Hortense C. Oldfather Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Janet & Foster Jennings David Wristen 
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Dr. Jeanne M. Klein Gene & Mary Oswald Steve Stemmerman Nancy . Mitchell 
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Donna Lantry K. Verdou & Helen Parish Bianca Storlazzi The Noll Family 
Caryn Goldberg & Ken Craig Patterson John Strickler 
Lassman Lowell Paul Carl J. Strikwerda Robert E. Russell 
Daniel Lassman Kim & Alison Pearse Michael Stubbs Russ & Cindi Broda 
Dr. Leo E. Lauber Al Pendleton Dr. Edith L. Taylor 
Russell C. Leffel Lynate Pettengill Glenda Taylor K.L. & M.E. Stauffer 
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16 E. 13th 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

Address Service Requested 

HIlIISIlS LlIlld Trusl 

Dear Friends of Kansas Land Trust: 

We present to you this 2002 Kansas Land Trust Annual Report with its 
honor roll of donors, financial figures, and list of completed conserva
tion easements. 

The number of gifts in 2002 decreased slightly from the number in 2001, 
but the dollar amount rose by 20%. KLT continues financially to grow 
stronger. Most funding for KLT comes from membership gifts, with 
Stewardship Fund donations increasing. 

KLT also expands its circle: conservation easement donors, contribu
tors, landowners and land advocates, volunteers, and all who appreci
ate the benefits of lands left in their natural state. 

We are grateful to you for giving generously to the Kansas Land Trust in 
2002, a testimony to the importance of open space preservation--today 
and forever. 

Please note the flyer enclosed in this report, announcing spring, 2003, 
KLT events. We hope to see you "on the land." 

Once more, thank you for your interest in and support for the Kansas 
Land Trust. 

Sincerely yours, 
donna luckey 
President, Board of Directors 

RoxAnne Miller 
Executive Director 
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2002 Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors and Staff: 
Back row, left to right, Secretary Rick Mitchell, Vice 
President Kelly Kindscher; middle row, left to right, 
Executive Committee Member-at-Large Mary Louise 
Gibson, Beverley J. Worste~ Mark A. Gonzales, Executive 
Director RoxAnne Miller; front row, left to right, 
President donna luckey, Special Projects Director Laurie 
Ward, Sandra Shaw, Bruce Plenk, Myrl Duncan. Not pic
tured: Treasurer Tim Metz, Catherine Hauber, Sondra 
McCoy. 

BALANCE SHEET 

ASSETS 
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 
TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 
CURRENT LIABILITIES 

EQUITY STEWARDSHIP FUND 
EQUITY UNRESTRICTED 
TOTAL EQUITY 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 

Non Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

Permit No. 190 

$116,993.12 
$116,993.12 

$981.70 

$26,819.50 
$89,191.92 

$116,011.42 
$116,993.12 

INCOME STATEMENT 

RECEIPTS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
INTEREST INCOME 
STEWARDSHIP FUND 
GRANTS 
MERCHANDISE 
WORK STUDY 
EVENTS 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

EXPENDITURES 
OPERATING 
EASEMENT EXPENSES 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

NET INCOME 

$48,525.90 
$1,004.70 

$27,505.00 
$7,000.00 

$983.47 
$129.00 

$1,600.00 

$86,748.07 

$51,096.89 
$6,906.00 

$58,002.89 

$28,745.18 
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KLT Accepts Easements on Two Douglas County Properties 
Jim Hillesheim's land near Clinton Lake includes 61 acres of woodland, restored prairie and farmland 

By Sondra McCoy 

Over the years Jim Hillesheim has grown to 
love his 60 acres bordering Clinton Lake. He 
enjoys the peacefulness of the open fields 
and woods, and he enjoys preserving habi
tat for the resident wildlife. In recent years, 
except for planting prairie grass and mow
ing a few paths, ne has left the land as is. 
He knew tnat some day the property would 
pass into other hands, but he did not want it 
to be changed through development as a 
residential area. After reading about the 
Kansas Land Trust in the Lawrence Journal 
World, he gave KLT a call. He decided that 
placing a conservation easement on the 
property was the answer to his concern. 

The Hillesheim property, located near the 
town of Clinton, borders on the south shore 
of the north arm of Clinton Lake. The prop
erty contains a wooded area, a homestead 
area, a restored prairie area, and three agri-

cultural areas. The restored prairie consists of 
21.1 acres, and the agricultural areas 11.2 acres. 
The restored prairie area and the agricultural 
areas had been farmed using conventional ag
ricultural practices until 1987, when Hillesheim 
entered a contract with the Conservation Re
serve Program (CRP) for 30.2 acres of the prop
erty. That acreage was planted to six species of 
native prairie grass. Hillesheim was to mow or 
burn tne prairie grass every three years as part 
of his CRP maintenance agreement. 

A plant biologist identified 42 plant species on 
a visit on October 16, 2000. No doubt many 
other species would show up in the spring and 
summer. The wooded area borders on the 
Corps of Engineers land. The woods consist of 
chinquapin oak along the rock outcrops with 
bur oak, black and red oak, shag bark hicko
ries, slippery elm, hackberry and walnut being 
the predominant species. 

continued on page 3 

Doug and Ruth Ann Guess protect a native prairie in northwest part of county 

By Sondra McCoy 

"A little gem" - that is what plant biologist Kelly 
Kindscher called the ll-acre native prairie belonging to Doug and 
Ruth Ann Guess. In the spring and summer the colorful prairie 
flowers bloom in abundance, including the federally endangered 
Mead's milkweed. The 
Guesses wanted a conser
vation easement placed on 
the land to protect the 
property's native prairie 
and other natural wildlife 
habitat from future resi
dential and commercial 
development. 

The Guess property con
sists of 30 acres in north
west Douglas County. It 
includes 11 acres of native 
tallgrass prairie, 4 acres of 
restored prairie, and 15 
acres of upland woods. In 
1989 the prairie was rated 
AB by biologist Chris 
Lauver, a rating 
which indicated that 
much of the prairie gets 

the highest A rating. Up to 15 plants of Mead's milkweed flower
ing stalks were found in the native prairie area. 

Woody plants and small trees have invaded some of the previ
ously farmed or pastured area. Black walnut is the dominant spe
cies of the larger trees, being 8-12 inches in diameter. Others trees 

include hackberry, 
sycamore and red
bud. Most of 
the larger trees bor
der a stream on the 
northwest part of 
the property, which 
flows into Clinton 
Lake. 

Botanist and neigh
bor Frank Norman 
has visited the 
property often 
and is impressed by 
the prairie's diver
sity and color. 
Among the many 
species of forbs, he 
noticed the white 

continued on p. 2 
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OUTLOOK 
II Setting Goals /I 
by RoxAnne Miller 

As you all now know, Laurie Ward has left 
her official position at KLT. She has worked 
long hours for KLT - many as a volunteer. I 
am -honored to have worked with Laurie 
Ward. One of my goals is to mirror her dedi
cation to KLT. Thank you, Laurie, for your 
love of KLT. We all wish you happiness and 
fulfillment in your next endeavor! 

I am both excited and privileged to be the first 
full-time Executive Director of the Kansas 
Land Trust. Wow, we have a lot we want to 
accomplish this year. Fortunately, it is not all 

Guess easement ... 
continued from page 1 

and purple prairie clover, lead plant, butterfly 
milkweed, eastern gamma grass, purple cone
flowers and Mead's milkweed. Early 
on, Norman recommended that the property be 
considered for a conservation easement. 

Doug Guess has owned this land since 1976 (20 
acres in 1976 and an additional 10 acres later). 
The section planted to big and little bluestem, 
switchgrass, and sideoats grama is becoming 
well established since its planting in 1994. 
Doug and Ruth Ann Guess were 
already members of the Kansas Land Trust 
when they wrote in June of 1998 requesting 
more information regarding placing a conser
vation easement on their property. All the pa
perwork was completed by late 2002. The Deed 
of Conservation Easement was filed December 
12,2002. 

Since Guess purchased the property at 
523 North 1700 Road, numerous residences have 
been built within a half-mile or so of their tract 
of land. Development is expected to continue, 
considering its proximity to Lawrence. 
The placing of a conservation easement on the 

uf to me! Our board 
o directors works 
very hard and our 
members pitch in to 
work for and con
tribute to what we 
commonly find im
portant - the conser
vation of important 
land resources in 
Kansas. We have 
many goals for this 
year. We hope to complete six additional 
conservation easement projects, to make 
successful grant requests and to present 
educational seminars on conservation in 
Kansas! KLT's growing efforts to protect im
portant lands is accomplished through your 
contributions. Thank you all! 

30 acres will protect it from eventual destruction 
due to creeping residential and commercial de
velopment west of Lawrence. Additionally, the 
easement will protect the riparian 
habitat so important for preserving water qual
ity and animal corridors in Douglas County. 

When Doug Guess first bought the property he 
had no plans other than to build a house and 
make trails through the wooded area with help 
from his sons, Brad and Trent. He worked on 
the rock wall, keeping it in excellent condition. 
Preservation of tnat wall is also a part of the 
easement stipulations. Through the years the 
Guesses have become increasingly knowledge
able about their prairie and woods. With the 
help of Kelly Kindscher, over 100 species have 
been identified, and many more will become ap
parent in the spring and summer. The Guesses 
have compiled a wildflower notebook with 
color photos and descriptions. Furthermore, 
Doug has painted watercolors of about 25 sRe
cies of wildflowers and grasses. It is evident the 
Guesses truly cherish the treasure they have 
protected with an easement. 

The Guess prairie in August after haying 
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Hillesheim easement ... 
continued from page 1 

A walk though the wooded area toward the lake reveals an old 
road which was once used to convey gravel from the hillsides to 
other parts of Douglas County. Gravel mining phased out many 
years ago; trees and other woody plants have filled the space. 

After Hillesheim contacted the Kansas Land Trust office in 1996, 
Bev Worster, KLT Board member and Hillesheim neighbor, vis-

ited the property and noted the thick stand of big bluestem grass. 
Interest continued in easement possibility and Hillesheim sent a 
letter of intent to donate a conservation easement in August of 
2000. Included in the easement negotiations was a Management 
Plan allowing only organic farming on the small agricultural land 
plots. The Deed of Conservation Easement was completed on De
cember 12, 2002. 

Although the area near Clinton is largely rural now, it is only a 
matter of time before people move west from Lawrence or east 
from Topeka. Jim Hillesheim is pleased that he is able to protect 
his 61 acres from development and urban sprawl. 

Yes! Here is my annual membership gift of $, _____ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

And, here is an additional gift of $, ________ for long-term land monitoring and protection. 

My gift is in memory of / in honor of (circle one) ___________________________ (name). 
(KLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses.) 
My company, ______________________________ ~, will match this co .. n_tr_ib_u.;.t_i_o_n_. _______ _. 

_ Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
_ I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 

$ Other 
$5,000 Guardian 
$1,000 Steward 
$500 Protector 
$250 Caretaker 
$100 Keeper 

_ Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

Name _________________________ _ 
Address _______________________ _ 
City ________________ State ______ _ 

$50 Sustainer 
$25 Student 

Nine-Digit Zip code ___________________ _ 

ijansas Land Trust 
Area code and telphone number ______________ _ 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable and mail with this form to Kansas Land 

Trust, 16 E. 13th St., Lawrence, KS 66044-3502. 

Kansas spring is flirty and teases my expectations and yearn
ings with vagrant scents and random dashes of color. But a day comes at 
last when I open my door and know that spring has arrived. I no longer 
have to seek it out: it embraces me, quickening all of my senses simulta
neously. I wander about my Lawrence backyard, looking, listening, sniff
ing, letting spring tickle and delight me with its light ways. Showing off 
its powers of transformation, spring buds and sprouts before my eyes; I 
am enraptured and must see how it has touched the countryside. 

I go south toward the Marais des Cygnes. The highway leads 
me through fields, rimmed with woodlands. Dark fields, newly turned, 
contrast with bright fields, newly green. Henbane has quilted other fields 
lavender. These flowers, miniscule and fragile in the singular, in the col
lective can command acres. This democratic principle holds for the flow
ers of trees as well. The intricacy and diversity of maple, oak, elm, and 
locust flowers-brooches of buds and necklaces of beads-convert the 
woods into a pale green and yellow haze. A mist of redbuds drifts in and 
out of this haze, with low clumps of wild white plum occaSionally an
choring the woods, keeping them from drifting altogether away from earth. 
The cloudless sky is cerulean-a precious word which you can use to 
describe only one species of warbler and the dome of heaven on a spring 
day in Kansas. With nonchalant purposefulness, five turkey vultures soar 
overhead, their graceful presence revealing death's mess somewhere be
neath them. 

I imagine their perspective. They will have their eye on the spar
row and the skink. They will also see the sweep of the Marais des Cygnes 
area. Here, between the Flint Hills to the west and the Ozarks to the east, 
bottomland hardwood forest, upland oak-hickory forest, tall grass prai
rie, and wetlands meet. Rivers and creeks cross them, and lakes and ponds 
dot them. Once a rich hunting ground for Osage Indians and a hunting 
ground for the entire continent now, in spring the Marais des Cygnes seems 
profligate with life. 

I meander with the Marais des Cygnes River. In an oxbow of 
the river, a wetlands stretches out in front of me. I pause. Birds call from 

both woods and marsh; their sounds claim ev
ery level of the air. A red-bellied woodpecker 
chrrrrrrrrrrrs and taps above me; two blue
winged teals splash down together before me in 
a frenzy; the cardinals' praisesongs come from all 
directions. Red admirals and common sulfurs appear suddenly, flitting 
soundlessly above the grasses along the road. The wetlands' surface steams 
and fizzes with iridescent, microscopic beings. On the lowest register, I 
hear the rumble of bull frogs. 

By contrast, the river is sluggish, burdened with winter's de
bris. With strange animation, dead branches twist and spin along in its 
water. Yet, with steady persistence, it follows its course like an artery, 
undetermined by any grid, branching off into creeks. The slender green 
of phlox and mayapple stems push up from a palimpsest of dried leaves, 
and violets, singular and vulnerable, lead me down the river's rocky bank. 
Fat tadpoles torpedo out into its depths, creating ripples which spiral 
outward to be caught up and vanish in the river's dominant flow. I watch 
a turkey vulture's silent shadow float languorously back and forth over 
these fluid, unfolding patterns on the river, waiting. 

Leaving the river, I scare up a great-horned owl from shrubs 
alongside the road. Aroused from his snooze, he goes into a silent flap, 
and before I can catch his eye, he is winging his way deep into the woods' 
shadows. By the road I also notice a small bloody carcass: a young rabbit, 
its head gone and its delicate fur shred into the grass. The handiwork of 
the owl is the cleanup project for the turkey vulture. Returning to my 
backyard that evening, I spot among my unfurling spring flowers a large 
rabbit sitting up on its haunches and with smug enjoyment munching on 
a lily stalk. I realize then that it is best not to sentimentalize the Kansas 
spring. 

Elizabeth Schultz, author and KLT member, explores her own response to the 
natural world in "Senses of Place," a Stewardship Notes feature. 
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Mark Your Calendar! 
May 24 Wildflower Walk - Akin Prairie 

The Kansas Land Trust will hold its popular annual Wildflower 
Walk on Saturday, May 24, 2003, at 1 p.m. The walk will take 
place on the Akin Prairie, in Douglas County east of Lawrence. 
KLT vice president and plant ecologist Kelly Kindscher will lead 
the walk. 

To reach the Akin Prairie, from K-10 east of Lawrence, turn south 
on Douglas County 1057. Go two miles, then turn west on 1150 
Road, and go apfroximately 4/ 10 mile. A gate to the prairie is on 
the south side 0 1150 Road; you may park along the side of the 
road. 

16 E. 13th St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

Address Service Requested 

June 14 Guess Easement Dedication and Wildflower Walk 

On Saturday, June 14, 2003, at 1:00 p.m., the Kansas Land Trust 
will dedicate a conservation easement in Douglas County recently 
donated by Doug and Ruth Ann Guess. Kelly Kindscher and 
Frank Norman will conduct a wildflower walk after a brief cer
emony. 

To reach the property from Lawrence, go west on U.S. 40 high
way to Kanwaka Corner, where 40 highway continues north, and 
Douglas County 442 (Stull Road) goes west. Continue west on 
Douglas County 442, 1.7 miles to the intersection of Douglas 
County 1029 (a north-south paved road). Go right, or north, on 
Douglas County 1029, 1 mile to Douglas County 1700 (Kanwaka 
fire station on northwest corner). Go left, or west, on Douglas 
County 1700, about 1/4 mile to a two-story white house on the 
south side (number 523). Parking is permitted along the road. 
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LAURIE (STE)WARD OF THE KANSAS LAND TRUST 
By Elizabeth Schultz 

At the end of March, some members of the Kansas Land 
Trust drove Terry Tempest Williams to see the wonders of the 
Konza Prairie. Sitting amongst our baggage and binoculars in the 
back of the van was Laurie Ward. It was her choice. She had tasks 
to attend to, she claimed when we offered our seats up 
to her. Both going and coming, her tasks turned out to 
be several: cutting cheese and arranging plates full of 
other goodies, she fed us; she also was occupied with 
note-taking, steadily and assiduously jotting down 
Terry's recommendations for superb nature writers; and 
she laughed, sharing her delight in life with all of us. 
Laurie's self-appointed tasks, undertaken with such un
conscious grace, reveal her to us: she nourishes her 
friends ana associates so generously; with apparent ef
fortlessness, she organizes them efficiently and tire
lessly; she inspires and supports them continually. So 
has she done as Executive Director for the Kansas Land 
Trust from 1998 to 2003. 

Past and present members of the Kansas Land 
Trust Board of Directors have long recognized her con
tributions to the KLT's creation, maintenance, and 
growth. Diane Simpson believes: "To know Laurie is 
to enjoy, respect, and admire her. With excellent vision, adminis
trative skills, unequaled personal relationships and communica
tion abilities, and utmost loyalty, she has consistently carried out 
the dream of preserving Kansas lands. She brought a well-rea
soned and positive approach to every issue, with respect for all 
views, to the Board." Sarah Dean writes that "With her excellent 
contacts and tremendous skills from the Endowment Association, 
Laurie got us all organized. But it was her heart and soul that she 
really put into her work." 

Reviewing Laurie's work as the Executive Director of 

the KLT, Kelly Kindscher notes several significant achievements. 
She developed a system to expand and retain the KLT member
ship base; constructed a database containing critical information 
on members, easements, and fundraising; and made numerous 
personal contacts to help further KLT as a network organization. 
In addition, she worked with Rick Mitchell and Paul Hotvedt to 

organize the first Kansas Conference on 
Imagination and Place in October, 2001; she 
worked with Lisa Grossman to produce a se
ries of exquisite and unique cards as a KLT 
fundraising project; she envisioned and de
veloped the KLT newsletter. 
As a result of Laurie's commitment to the 
KLT's vision and goals, the organization has 
matured and expanded. During her tenure as 
KLT Executive Director, membership has in
creased significantly; the KLT staff now in
cludes a paid director and several interns; and 
most importantly, the number of easements 
has grown to fifteen in seven Kansas coun
ties with nearly 3000 acres protected. Above 
all, in Kelly's words, Laurie "developed the 
organization as a community of heartfelt land 
protectors." Her energetic, dedicated, and vi

sionary leadership has provided a sound basis for the ongoing 
development of the KLT and of our community's education about 
conservation as we work together to understand and to preserve 
the wonders of the Kansas lands. 

As Laurie considered her own future, a friend suggested 
that she might take Lao Tzu's advice and wait for cloudy waters 
to clear. As she waits, her laughter, love, and vitality will con
tinue to nourish, organize, support, and inspire us. We are pro
foundly grateful and wish her clarity of vision and joy in the fu
ture. 
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Land conservation is good for the economy 
By Erica Brittain 

One of the many benefits of land conservation, but one 
that is rarely discussed, is its economic impact on a community. 
Although conventional wisdom holds that land development in
creases revenue, many studies have shown that in the long run, 
open space is more financially beneficial to communities. 

Property benefits 
In general, when a landowner donates a conservation 

easement to a qualified nonprofit organization, the landowner 
may receive an income tax deduction, and property taxes may 
decrease because of the loss of development rights. But it's not 
only the landowner donating the easement who benefits. A 1998 
Massachusetts study showed that land surrounding or in the view 
of an easement had increased property values over time, accord
ing to the Trust for Public Land's report The Economic Benefits of 
Parks and Open Space. A study of property values near greenbelts 
in Boulder, Colorado, noted that hOUSing prices declined an aver
age of $4.20 for each foot of distance from a greenbelt up to 3,200 
feet. In one neighborhood, this figure was $10.20 for each foot of 
distance. The same study determined that, other variables being 
equal, the average value of property adjacent to the greenbelt 
would be 32 percent higher than those 3,200 feet away (Correll, 
Lillydahl, and Singell, 1978). 

Voters approve investment 
Boulder is not unique in receiving voter approval for a 

sales tax to fund open space. In recent years, communities have 
increasingly shown support for conservation. The Land Trust Al
liance reported in "Land Vote 2002: Americans Invest in Parks 
and Open Space," that in November 2002 voters in 141 state and 
local communities approved ballot measures funding land con
servation, parks and smarter growth. 85% of the 189 conserva
tion ballot measures in 2002 were approved, providing more than 
$5.7 billion in state and local funding for land purchase, improve
ments and protection of resources. According to the Trust for Pub
lic Land, in November voters in St. Louis and four participating 
counties approved a O.l-cent sales tax to finance a greenway. Over 
20 years, the added tax is expected to generate nearly $500 mil
lion to restore parks, preserve open space and protect water qual
ity. 

Tourism 
Land conservation also benefits tourism. Many people 

choose to spend recreational time in natural areas; in fact, out
door recreation is one of the fastest-growing sectors of the u.s. 
tourism industry. State and local governments now consider in
vestments in outdoor tourism services important to the economy. 
According to the National Park Service in a poll conducted for 

the President's Commission on the American Outdoors, tourists 
found natural beauty and quality of view to be the most impor
tant criteria for outdoor recreation sites. A national study by the 
Outdoor Recreation Coalition of American shows that in 1996, 
$40 billion was generated by nature tourism. In Arkansas alone, a 
state which actively promotes its green spaces for recreation, the 
National Park Service estimates that outdoor recreation brings in 
$1.5 billion a year. 

continued on p. 2 

A Yellow Lady's Slipper (Cypripedium calceolus), was 
photographed at a rich and moist wooded area in a Jefferson 
County oak-hickory forest. 
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OUTLOOK 
Two new programs 

by RoxAnne Miller 
KLT Executive Director 

Great news! KLT recently received two sig
nificant awards. The first is a grant from 
the William T. Kemper Foundation to kick 
off a conservation education campaign. The 
education campaign will focus on educat
ing landowners, tax advisors, attorneys and 
public officials about conservation options 
for lands along the Kansas River watershed 
between Lawrence and Kansas City. 

We also received approval of a project in the 
Flint Hills, under the USDA Farm and 
Ranch Lands Protection Program. Keep an 
eye out for upcoming news that will spot
light this Flint Hills project! It will protect 
over 200 acres of native tallgrass prairie 
north of Manhattan and just west of the 
Tuttle Creek Reservoir. Right now, we are 
working on easement projects in Cowley 
Crawford, Douglas, Jefferson, Johnson and 
Riley Counties to protect over 550 acres. 
These projects cover lands that are restored 
prairie, agriculture, open space, woods and 
habitat. 

Economics ... 
continued from page 1 

Government spending 
Although development brings in 

money to a local economy it also carries costs. 
Government services, including schools, roads, 
water, sewer, and police and fire protection, may 
in the long run cost more than the increase in 
tax revenue derived from development. Accord
ing to American Farmland Trust, farmland pro
vides a fiscal surplus for local governments, with 
every dollar in revenue requiring only 36 cents 
in services. In comparison, residential develop
ment results in a fiscal loss, with every dollar in 
revenues requiring $1.15 in services. 

Future development 
At first glance, it seems obvious that 

conservation of land prevents development. But 
in truth, land conservation often attracts devel
opment to areas around protected places. New 
businesses are attracted to communities that 
have open space. According to the Trust for Pub
lic Land, owners of small companies rank rec
reation, parks and open space as one of their 
main concerns in choosing a new location for 
their business. The same report, Attracting In
vestment, also finds that corporate CEOs con
sider open space and outdoor recreation an in
dicator of quality of life in a community. When 
they look for new places to expand their busi
ness, they list quality of life for employees as 
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Last month I had the 
pleasure of taking a 
course under the 
Land Trust Alliance's 
Land Conservation 
Leadership series. 
The seminar was 
held in Chicago and 
focused on the topic 
of Easement Stew
ardship. Participants 
from 18 states attended the course. They 
work with private land trusts and public 
agencies. The course leaders have years of 
conservation experience that they shared 
through dynamic and very practical meth
ods. 

I want to let you know that over the sum
mer I have worked with Christie Dillmon 
and Erica Brittain. Christie and Erica 
worked for KLT as interns from the Kansas 
University William Allen White School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication. Al
most every semester KLT benefits from the 
hard work of journalism interns and at the 
same time we provide them with valuable 
land trust and non-profit experience. Thank 
you, Christie and Erica, for all your hard 
work. And thanks to the KU Journalism 
School for providing KLT the opportunity 
to work with interns! 

the third most important factor, behind only 
access to domestic markets and the availability 
of skilled labor. 

Flood damage control 
Conservation areas also can control 

damage by Mother Nature. According to the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, flood damage in 
the United States averages $4.3 billion each year. 
Many communities have come to realize that 
flood-prone areas should be devoted to recre
ational areas and greenways, which are less ex
pensive to rebuild after a flood than hOUSing or 
commercial buildings. In Lenexa, Kansas, a 
Rain-Into-Recreation program has created a se
ries of natural detention basins connected by 
greenway corridors that filter water after heavy 
rains. In dry weather, the open spaces provide 
recreational opportunities. Protected flood 
plains also provide important habitat for wild
life. 

Recognition growing 
In summary, conservation easements 

to preserve open space are an investment that 
pays off for communities economically as well 
as environmentally. Although conservation may 
appear to be costly initially, the long-term ben
efits are well worth the time and effort required 
to implement conservation programs. 



Flint Hills Tallgrass Prairie Proj eet 
Watch your mail for a special opportunity to help preserve over 200 acres of Flint Hills Tallgrass Prairie. Through the 
u.s. Department of Agriculture's Farm and Ranch Land Program, your contributions will be generously matched to 
protect this native prairie forever. 

Yes! Here is my annual membership gift of $ _____ to the Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

And, here is an additional gift of $. ________ for long-term land monitoring and protection. 

My gift is in memory of / in honor of (circle one) _________________________ (name). 
(KLT will notify families or honorees of your gifts; please provide addresses.) 
My company, _____________________________ ~, will match this contribution . 

___ Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
___ I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my estate plans. 
___ Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

.-------""'1 
$ Other 

Name _______________________ ___ 

$5,000 Guardian 
$1,000 Steward 
$500 Protector 
$250 Caretaker 
$100 Keeper 

Address _______________________ _ 
City ________________ ,State ______ _ 

$50 Sustainer 
$25 Student 

Nine-Digit Zip code __________________ _ 
Area code and telphone number ______________ _ 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions and donations of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. Please make checks payable and mail with this form to Kansas Land 

Trust, 16 E. 13th St., Lawrence, KS 66044-3502. 

All day we followed the wheat. It was Sunday, and we 
headed out early, leaving Douglas County where the harvest had 
been finished earlier in the week. On both sides of the road, fields 
of stubble were reduced to bristling. Cut down, cut off, the wheat 
glowed impotent and immobile. Stitched to these flat yellow fields 
were green rectangles of corn, almost silvery as the wind revealed 
the undersides of their long leaves, the fields hemmed by blus
tery trees. 

We followed the wheat, and the wind followed us. Go
ing north into Nemaha, Marshall, Washington, and Republic coun
ties, it began to blow up the clouds. By late morning, tney swelled 
over us, looming as intensely turquoise as summer icebergs. Then 
turning in on themselves to brood in increasing darkness until 
the western sky seemed to lose its distance and to close darkly 
upon us. The fields of wheat, corn, and grass hunkered down 
under the sky's weight and the pressure of the wind, assuming 
the color of twilight. For a few minutes, raindrops pinged their 
delight off our windshield like fingers tapping random tunes on 
a tabletop, and, as the saying goes, by the time we had driven 
from Marshall to Washington County, the tune had changed. We 
watched the clouds, now running before the wind, spilling out 
over the fields like liquid shadows. When they passed; the fields 
again assumed their primary colors. . . 

In the quilt of corn and wheat were fields of milO a,nd 
young soybeans, planted in a gingham pattern of curving, pale 
green rows. The fallow fields, vestiges of farmland and before 
that vestiges of the prairie, were wild fabrics of diverse grasses 
and flowers-blue scurfpea, white bundleflowers and asters, pink 
primrose, purple poppymallow and prairie gentian, ghostly goat's 
beard. The wheat, however, sprang up thick as pelts thrown over 
the land here, each hairy stalk contributing to the wheat fields' 
furry texture. With the wind rumpling the wheat, the land be
came a golden animal. It itched and flexed its gleaming muscles 
and rustled its pleasure. With wind, plants, motionless and 
tongueless, move and speak. 

In Republic County, at mid-after
noon, outside the Pawnee Village Museum, 
which has been erected over the foundation 
of one of the 22 circular lodges from the early 
nineteenth-century Pawnee village which existed on this site, we 
stood looking north. We stood on elevated ground, and the fields 
we had been driving through expanded in full circumference 
around us. Below us to the north, unseen in a mesh of cotton
wood and hackberry trees, was the confluence of the Republic 
River, where the Pawnees had their corn and vegetable patches. 
A green haze erased the horizon, and with fields lapping over 
fieIds, wave on wave, stretching away to that misty horizon, I felt 
that histories were overlapping, too, and that, truly, we stood on 
the bottom of an inland sea. The scattering clouds now might have 
been xiphactinus or pliesiasaurs, the great boney fish and lizards 
that swam in those waters. 

As we dropped south into Cloud and Ottawa counties, 
the harvest was vehemently under way. Even on Sunday. In the 
towns, trucks mounded with wheat waited in dusty lines. On the 
back roads, the threshing machines, industrial behemoths, wide 
and high, blocked traffic, pivoted awkwardly, and crossed over 
into the fields to begin their shearing. We maneuvered around 
them, making our way to Rock City. Given the promotional title, 
we expected cotton candy and a Ferris wheel; we discovered in
stead rocks as wide and high as threshing machines. But rounded 
and swirled by wind and water and identified by geologists as 
"sandstone concretions," left behind when the inland seas receded. 
They might.have been the ~ggs of the seas' giant lizards or, as the 
Pawnees saId, of the mythIcal thunderbIrd. 

Following 1-70 horne through Saline, Dickinson, Geary, 
and Wabaunsee counties, we watched the wheat go down before 
the machines. As the blades swept their swath across the stand
ing grain, a broad yellow brick road emerged behind thell1. Around 
each machine, a bit of gold dust rose up, glinting in the breeze
less dusk. 
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KLT interns pitch in to help land conservation 
Christie Dillmon 

Christie Dillmon was a first-year graduate student studying 
journalism with an emphasis in public relations at the University of Kan
sas. She is transferring to Arizona this fall to continue her studies. 

She decided on her internship at the Land Trust because she 
wanted to work in the Lawrence community. 

During her time at KLT, she spoke with several landowners 
who donated easements. The thing she liked most about her internship 
was hearing the thoughts and motivations of easement donors because it 
gave her a new appreciation for the land in Kansas. 

In the future, Christie plans to have a career in public relations 
or working for an agency or organization like KLT in Arizona. 

16 E. 13th St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

Address Service Requested 

Erica Brittain 

Erica Brittain of Wichita was a senior in journalism at KU. One 
of her projects for the summer was writing about the economic effects of 
land conservation. She was interested in KLT because she wanted to work 
for a local cause. 

One of her other duties involved formatting articles from the 
KLT newsletter archive to make them accessible on the KLT web site. 

Erica is a center manager and marketing director for Kaplan 
Test Prep in Lawrence. She plans to graduate in May 2004 with a bachelor's 
degree in journalism and nopes to work for a major magazine someday. 
She is also considering going to graduate school in marketing. 
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Take your place at the Kansas Conference on Imagination & Place, October 17 -19 
by Laurie Ward 

The Kansas Conference on Imagination & Place: 
The Power of Place, a joint project of tne Lawrence Arts 
Center, Kansas Land Trust, and Cottonwood literary review, 
will occur October 17, 18, 19, 2003, at the Lawrence Arts 
Center, 940 New Hampshire, Lawrence. 

Bioregionalist and nationally acclaimed author 
Stephanie Mills of Maple City, Michigan, will give one of 
four main presentations along with The Land Institute 
President Wes Jackson, Salina; Kansas Sampler Foundation 
Executive Director Marci Penner, Inman; and international 
corporate architect, native Norwegian and KU professor 
of architecture Peter Pran, Lawrence. 

In addition, a seven-person panel will discuss "The 
Power of Place" from the following perspectives-- territory, 
wilderness, real estate I property, homeland I heartland, 
space: private I public, space: inner I outer, farml parkl 
garden/ yard, country: rural I national. Panelists include 
Carol Ann Carter, artist, KU professor of art; Susan Tabor, 
Lawrence social worker; Harley Elliott, Salina poet; Anne 
Patterson, KU lecturer in School of Architecture and edu
cator in the built environment; Dan Nagengast, executive 
director, Kansas Rural Center; Ken Lassman, Lawrence 
naturalist, co-founder Kaw Area Watershed Council; and 
Dianne Reyner, Kiowa, Haskell Indian Nations University 
professor of English. 

An art exhibition by John Louder, associate pro
fessor of art, Central Missouri State University, will be fea
tured during the conference in the arts center gallery. John 
paints landscapes with meticulous accuracy, adding images 
of discordant scale and origin. A Saturday night gallery 

talk with John will take place, moderated by: Lawrence Arts 
Center Gallery Director Rick Mitchell; with KU art histo
rian David Cateforis; biologist and photographer John Hess, 
Warrensburg, Missouri; and Sandra Snaw, Kansas Land 
Trust board of directors member, psychologist, and land
owner. 

On Sunday, Ted Johnson, artist and KU professor 
emeritus of Frencn, will lead a bus and walking tour en
titled, "Space, Time, and Memory in Lawrence, Kansas. 

A 17-member committee has designed the confer
ence to attract a diverse audience for the discussion and 
consideration of the complex and interesting subject of the 
meaning of II ace in people's lives. The conference might 
be describe a "giant salon." Several receptions through
out the weekend offer opportunites for conversation. 

The 2003 conference organizing committee is com
posed of Colette Bangert, Kelly Barth, Carol Ann Carter, 
Lisa Grossman, Paul Hotvedt, Ernest E. Jenkins, J. Theodore 
(Ted) Johnson, Jr., Becky Lyn Kasenberg, Thomas Lorenz, 
Denise Low, Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg, Rick Mitchell, Ri
chard J. Schoeck, Elizabeth Schultz, Diane Worthington 
Simpson, Laurie Turrell Ward, Beverley J. Worster. 

Only 300 tickets will be sold. Advance conference 
passes are $40.00; $10.00 for full-time students. Send checks 
(payable to Lawrence Arts Center) to Kansas Conference 
on Imagination & Place c I 0 Lawrence Arts Center, 940 New 
Hampshire St., Lawrence, KS 66044. Add $1.00 per order 
to cover postage and handling. Or call 785-843-2787 for 
credit card charges. E-mail questions to 
lacgallery@sunflower.com 
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Rapid growth buoys and challenges KLT 
By Lynn Byczynski 
Board of Directors 

The small group of conservation-minded Kansans 
who started the Kansas Land Trust 13 years ago set an am
bitious agenda. Their goal was to create a professional or
ganization that would be capable of handling the complex 
legal and financial arrangements necessary to preserve Tand 
in perpetuity through conservation easements. 

To create any organization from scratch - much less 
a 501 (c)(3) not for profit - requires a good measure of per
severance. Growth comes gradually and expertise devel
ops incrementally. It's a lot like raising a child. There are 
predictable stages of development, with easy times as well 
as bumpy spots. The parents who are there every day watch 
the chiTd mature slowly and naturally. The aunt who sees 
the child only periodically, however, can't help but exclaim, 
"Look how much you have grown!" 

I feel like that aunt in relationship to the Kansas 
Land Trust. I served on the board of directors from 1994 to 
1997, then went off for six years, and have just returned to 
the board within the }Jast few months. I have been im
pressed with the growth of KLT during that time and want 
to let members know that this organization you have nur
tured for the past 13 years has indeed grown up. 

KLT was created in 1990 when a group of Lawrence 
residents set out to convince the Kansas Legislature to en
act legislation authorizing conservation easements. Fed
erallaw already allowed income tax benefits for conserva
tion easements, but state enabling legislation was required. 
Like most grassroots organizations, KLT was run by vol
unteers in the early years. Eventually, with the financial 
support of members, the board was able to hire a part-time 
executive director. For many years, the board and its direc
tor focused on raising awareness about conservation ease
ments and working with the occasional landowner who 
expressed interest. In 1994, four years after it was created, 
KLT accepted its first easement from Tom O. Akin for a 16-

IT'S TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 

You will soon receive a letter asking you to renew your 
membership or to become a member in the Kansas Land 
Trust. KLT needs your support now more than ever. 
Please give as generously as you can. Your investment in 
KLT is paying off today and will provide benefits far into 
the future. 

acre native prairie southeast of Lawrence. That same year 
KLT received an easement on a I-acre prairie in Douglas 
County that was home to Mead's milkweed, a threatened 
species. In 1996, KLT received an easement on 40 acres ad
jacent to the Konza Prairie in the Flint Hills. And in 1997, 
an easement was donated on 162 acres in rural Douglas 
County. 

Those were the years when I was a board member, 
and I remember the board's great excitement that we were 
finally getting the ball rolling. As optimistic as we were 
then, I don't think anyone on the board in 1997 anticipated 
just how quickly KLT would move forward. 

Interest in preserving land has grown 
phenomenally in the past few years. 
Today, KLT is working on more than 60 
easement inquiries 

In the years since, KLT has grown to more than 
800 members. It has accepted 11 additional easements and 
now protects more than 2,800 acres of Kansas land. Seven 
easements are nearing completion, and 10 others are pro
gressing nicely. The level of interest in preserving land has 
grown phenomenally in the past few years. In all, today 
we have more than 60 easement inquiries at various early 
stages of the process. 

KLT has grown in other ways as well. PerhaEs the 
biggest leap was the hiring of RoxAnne Miller as ful -time 
executive director. RoxAnne has a joint degree in urban 
planning and law from the University of Kansas. She prac
ticed real estate and land use law in Kansas City before 
coming to KLT. She has brought a new level of profession
alism to the organization because of her expertise in real 
estate, land use, legal matters and her leadership skills. The 
board continues to be an active, working board. It includes 
two attorneys who provide a considerable amount of over
sight in creating the legal agreements needed for land con
servation. Other members of the active board have exper
tise in banking, real estate, urban planning, science, envi
ronment, and publishing. 

Easements have to be monitored to ensure that the 
restrictions in the easement are being followed, and KLT 
now regularly monitors every property it protects. It also 
has created a Stewardship Fund, in which landowners con
tribute money to ensure the future protection of their land. 

continued on p. 2 
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OUTlOO 
Easements take time 

by RoxAnne Miller 
KLT Executive Director 

I'm a goal-oriented person; I enjoy 
working through the details of ease
ments and getting them finalized. How
ever, as I nave been working on ease
ment projects lately, I have been 
humbled by the fact that voluntary con
servation projects just don't fit within 
artificial deadlines such as annual goals. 
But the good news is that goals are not 
deadlines. Our goals are intended to 
guide the use of our resources during 
the year. In the end, the projects com
pleted accomplish preservation consis
tent with KLT's mission and the 
landowner's desires. 

I have gained tremendous respect for 
the landowners with whom I work. 
From the initial contact with the land 
trust until the recording of the easement, 
landowners are faced with monumen
tal decisions. They need time to under
stand and evaluate the conservation 
options for their land. They want the 
preservation to continue be)Tond their 
lifetimes, yet that is exactly why the de
cisions are monumental and can't be 
rushed. The restrictions they place on 

Growth ... 
continued from page 1 

Fundraising, which got a huge boost un
der the capable leadership of former direc
tor Laurie Ward, also has become more sys
tematic and reliable with a resulting in
crease in budget. 

In the area of communication, KLT 
has also made tremendous improvements. 
For years, land trust business was con
ducted from the homes of its various ex
ecutive directors. Today KLT has an office, 
a pleasant and efficient space in a renovated 
ord house near the courthouse in Lawrence. 
Most recently, KLT s web site, www.klt.org, 
has opened up a new line of communica
tion to any and all who are interested in our 
work. 

KLT's growth mirrors the national 
growth of land trusts. In 1981, during the 
first national gathering of land trust admin
istrators, there were 400 land trusts in the 
U.S. and only one-fourth of those had some 
sort of paid staff. Today there are more than 
1,200 land trusts protecting land from coast 
to coast, and many of them are sizable or
ganizations with extensive membership 
support and professional staffs. An article 
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their land will last 
forever. At the 
same time, they 
don't want to over
look the uses they 
want to allow on 
the land. So, how 
can they protect 
their farmland and 
still graze cattle or 
grow wheat? Or, 
how do we protect the native prairie by 
prohibiting tilling, but allow the adja
cent agricultural tract to be farmed? 

Fortunately, we have experts to help 
landowners walk through every step of 
the process. Our experienced profes
sionals understand tne relationship be
tween permitted and restricted uses. We 
are up-to-date on the best preservation 
practices to protect the important quali
ties of the land. We understand that 
there will be times when landowners 
need to pause and get comfortable with 
their decisions. We allow for this be
cause we know their decisions benefit 
all of us. The process we follow may 
occasionally seem slow, but it is a pro
cess that assures quality conservation. 
So - thank you to our members who 
fund this important work and to the 
landowners for their diligence through
out our conservation efforts. 

in the Fall 2003 issue of Exchange, the Jour
nal of the Land Trust Alliance, describes the 
usual growth of a land trust. KLT fits the 
mold exactly, haVing started in Stage I, a 
volunteer-based organization, and moved 
up to Stage 3, in wnich the staff and board 
share the governance. 

Having arrived at this point, it's 
exciting to look ahead. Besides plowing 
through the avalanche of easement inquir
ies from landowners who already know 
about conservation easements, KLT intends 
to be more proactive at identifying impor
tant pieces of our landscape, then educat
ing those landowners about options for 
preserving it. 

Perhaps the biggest step in this di
rection occurred this year when KLT sought 
federal funding through USDA's new Farm 
and Ranch Lands Protection Program. Our 
proposal to protect 200 acres of Flint Hills 
near Manhattan was approved by USDA 
and we are now well into a campaign to 
raise one-fourth of the matching funding 
needed to purchase the easement that wifl 
preserve tnis important landscape. 

And because KLT took the initia
tive to protect this piece of land, we have 
been approached to collaborate on bigger 
conservation projects. Kansas will be able 
to claim a fair share of this federal funding. 

continued on page 4 



In memory of Tom Akin and Jim Stauffer 
It is with a deep sense of sadness and loss that we 

acknowledge the passing of two very important men in 
the life of tne Kansas Land Trust. 

Tom Akin, Kansas Land Trust's first easement do
nor, died on September 20, 2003. Tom was a local farmer 
since 1944, and was well respected in the Eudora commu
nity. He was the owner of a gas business and a real estate 
broker. Tom's community leadership included serving as 
president of the Kansas LP Gas Association and as a mem
ber of the administrator board of the United Methodist 
Church of Eudora. He supported 4-H all his life, as well 
as his church, where he donated bells as a memorial to his 
wife. 

In June of 1994, Mr. Akin donated a conservation 
easement to KLT on 16 acres of high quality native tallgrass 
prairie southeast of Lawrence. It is called the Dorothy Akin 
Memorial Prairie. Tom's intent was to keep his wife's be
loved wildflowers blooming forever. Good stewardship 
by this partnership of landowner and KLT will assure this 
land will remain a lasting legacy to her memory. Mr. Akin's 
remains are interred next to his wife's on their beloved prai
rie. 

A road, I believe, is a certain kind of place, and it en
gages us in a certain kind of process. It is not a spot, as is a swamp, 
a woods, a lake. Instead, a road passes by or through contiguous 
spots comprising a land or a landscape. A road goes from spot to 
spot, from a beginning to an end. Both a spot and a road encour
age contemplation, allowing time for musing and for fusing an 
immediate sensual response with memory and possibility. How
ever, the one encourages me to contemplate sitting or standing, 
whereas the other encourages contemplation in motion. Like a 
painting, a spot cultivates a simultaneity of sensory responses, 
whereas the road is like a narrative, stringing me along. The one 
most readily becomes a metaphor for a state of being, the other 
for journeying and becoming. Either in a spot or on the road, the 
weather can change. 

So, at noon on a mild autumn day, my mind stirring with 
hopes for new relationships between peoples and the land as a 
result of my participation in The Land Institute's Prairie Festival 
on Highway 4, I left Salina and headed home to Lawrence, ini
tially passing too many contemplation-inspiring spots too quickly. 
My mind was focused on my destination and the tasks waiting 
me there. But the road slowed me down. It curved and climbed 
ridges, twisted and descended into valleys. Not a straight line 
between points, it meandered according both to the surveyor's 
rule and to the land's contours. Letting it wind, I unwound. I let 
it show me its surprises, one spot after another. 

Fields unrolled their stories over the hills of Saline, 
Dickinson, and Wabaunsee Counties. Here they bristled with cut 
corn shocks. Here they had been tilled, the crumbled earth re
vealing itself to be unsettled: dark and eager. Here the fields had 
been sown, with green lines of winter wheat, just germinated, 
neatly scripted across their pages. Here, too, were unruly and 
raggedy fields, throbbing with the riotous colors of sunset. As 
abstract as Jackson Pollock's paintings, their design was in their 
wildness. Among oceanic swaths of grasses, silvering and 
bronzed, with a patina of green still showing through, were yel
low continents of sunflowers, goldenrod, broom weed, and showy 
partridgepea. Drifting at random through these grasses were 
bright archipelagoes of lavender asters, pale blue pitcher sage, 

Jim Stauffer of McPherson, Kansas, died August 4, 
2003. Jim, along with his siblings, established a conserva
tion easement in memory of tneir parents on 20 acres of 
land northeast of Salina in 2002. Jim, a lifelong Kansas resi
dent, grew up active in 4-H. Jim was also a leader in his 
professional community, serving in the Kansas Claims As
sociation. Painting, baseball, and Native American history 
were among his greatest interests. The love and passion 
for their family and heritage shared among Jim and his sib
lings led to the creation of their conservation easement. The 
easement protects "Heritage Hilt" the land Jim's parents 
farmed, where he and his siblings were raised. Through 
the combined efforts of this family and the Kansas Land 
Trust, this land will be preserved in its present state along 
with the history of their family. 

We are all indebted to families like the Akins and 
the Stauffers for their willingness to work with the Kansas 
Land Trust to protect and preserve our land. 

and snow-on-the-mountain. Barbed-wire 
fences, staked with torqued branches of 
everlasting hedge, and dense windbreaks 
of cedar, hedge, and locust could not keep these fields 
from spilling over and filling the ditches with color. Dotting these 
pages and canvases with globes of chartreuse, the hedge apples 
contributed to this gorgeous riot, a last fling before winter, but 
sumac leaves streaking the grasses like dried blood kept me alert 
to change-seasonal, historical. 

Often a derelict windmill stood a frail sentinel in these 
wild fields, occasionally accompanied by a collection of abandoned 
structures-a farmhouse, diverse outbuildings, a barn, its hall
mark hay hood signaling an earlier way of farming. The roofs 
swaybacked, the slats of their wooden walls separated and un
painted, these structures were settling gradually into the earth. 
And as they settled, I imagined the fields' inhabitants taking root 
in rooms and cellars, assuming residence in walls and closets, and 
merging their stories with those of the former inhabitants. Along 
the road, I passed small cemeteries-near Hope, White City, 
Eskridge. I stopped before the gathering of markers outside Hope 
and identified the names of folks born before the Civil War through 
the cartography of lichens on tilted and worn stones. On my way 
out, a scissor-tailed flycatcher flew up over a mound of raw clay 
draped with wilting chrysanthemums. Out of place here with its 
exotic pearl and peach-colored feathers, it nonetheless gave the 
V-sign with its tail. 

All along the road, I followed birds and clouds. Sky-born, 
their sense of place was air. The clouds shape-shifted ahead of 
me, forming ethereal and un-Kansan shorelines, mountain ranges, 
ice-flows, while clouds of blackbirds fanned across them like ink, 
transforming the sky into a Japanese sumi painting. Turkey vul
tures and red-tails casually coasting through these aerial geogra
phies, I knew, however, were focused intently on the earth with 
sharp eyes and sharp beaks. One of them would find the anony
mous grassy spot, where I stopped to lay and bless the young 
raccoon I had just killed, a spot along the road now memorable 
forever to me. 
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Growth ... 
continued from page 2 

Of course, this exciting growth has not come with
out problems. Like a teenager who keeps outgrowing 
dotnes, KLT is growing faster than our financial resources. 
This, too, is a predictable stage in the development of an 
organization. We are confident that our experience will 
mirror or even surpass the experiences of other land trusts 
around the U.S., and that our finances will soon catch up 
to the demand for our work. We trust that our longtime 
members will continue to support KLT financially and that 

16 E. 13th St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

Address Service Requested 

new members will join and give us the boost we need at 
this stage of our growth. Our annual giving letter will be in 
your mailbox soon, and we ask you to give generously and 
encourage you to provide us with names of others who 
might join KLT. 

The KLT board, staff and members can keep this 
momentum going. Together we can ensure that the beau
tiful Kansas landscape is preserved for future generations. 
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Two new members join KLT board of directors 
Two new members, Julie Elfving and Bryan Welch, were 

elected to the Kansas Land Trust board of directors at the board's 
October meeting. 

Julie Elfving has been with the United States Environ
mental Protection Agency Region 7 in Kansas City, Kansas, since 
1985, most recently as Interim Chief of the Watershed Planning 
and Implementation Branch. Before that, as Senior Leader, she 
was responsible for watershed protection and coordination issues. 
Julie has held other natural resource protection positions with 
the u.s. Department of the Interior's Office of Surface Mining 
and Bureau of Land Management. She has also worked in the 
private sector with several planning and engineering consulting 
firms. Julie is particularly interested in issues related to urbaniz
ing watersheds, such as loss of farmland and open space, and 
storm water management. 

Julie holds a Certificate in Public Administration, em
phasis on the Environment, and a Master of Science degree in 
Plant Science (Agronomy, Horticulture, and Plant Physiology) 
from the University of California, Riverside; she received a Bach
elor of Arts degree in Botany from Swarthmore College in Penn
sylvania. 

Julie is an active Board Member of the Kansas Rural 
Center, is a steering committee member with the eastern Kansas 
chapter of the Kansas Alliance for Wetlands and Streams, and is 
an avid gardener, interested in naturalistic landscaping concepts. 
She lives in Olathe. 

Bryan Welch runs Ogden Publications, Inc., in Topeka, 
a small, diversified magazine publishing and affinity marketing 
company. His company publishes 10 magazines including Mother 
Earth News, The Herb Companion, Herbs for Health, GRIT, CAPPER'S 
and Farm Collector. Ogden also publishes books, and markets in
surance and financial services to subscribers. 

Previously, he was editor and general manager of The 
Taos News/EI Crepusculo in Taos, New Mexico, and publisher of 
The Sentinel in Fairmont, Minnesota. 

Bryan was educated in the public schools of New Mexico 
and Colorado, received his B.A. in English and Mass Communi
cations at the University of Denver and a Master's degree from 
Harvard University'S Kennedy School of Government, where he 
studied Media Policy and Media Management. 

Bryan was a founding board member and president of 
the Taos Land Trust. He and his wife, Carolyn, live on 50 acres 
near Lawrence. Carolyn teaches music in the Lawrence Public 
Schools. 

Bruce Plenk leaves KLT 
Attorney Bruce Plenk, who served on the KLT board of 

directors for many years, has moved to Tucson, Arizona, where 
he is pursuing work in alternative energy. Bruce was a tremen
dous help in writing and reviewing easements, and he brought 
much enthusiasm to his board work. He will be greatly missed. 
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Highlights of 2003 going support allows us to 
continue to monitor our ex
isting easements. This year 
during monitoring visits we 
had the opportunity to clarify 
grazing restrictions and 
worked with landowners 
and land managers. Our an
nual monitoring ensures 
good relations and coopera
tive efforts between KLT, 
owners and managers. Plus, 
it is so inspiring to be out on 
the land that we are protect
ing. 

2003 represents a year of dra
matic growth and change. 
The number of KLT members 
increased from 607 to 928 and 
our mailing list grew from 
2150 to 2844. We worked 
with landowners collectively 
interested in protecting about 
42,000 acres in eight counties 
through more than 40 ease
ment inquiries, including 15 
easements in process. During 
the spring and summer, we 
hosted two easement dedica
tions on lands where we are 
protecting ponds, creeks, na
tive and restored prairie, en
dangered species, woods, 
wildlife habitat and impor
tant agricultural soils. Our 

Wea Creek winds through the Mission Valley's Fin and 
Feather land in Miami County. The 800 acres is pro
tected by a conservation easement held by the Kansas 
Land Trust. 

We responded to more than 
40 new easement inquiries 
during 2003, including 15 
easements in process. After 
the landowner's initial in
quiry, KLT and the land-Akin wildflower walk continued to 

attract nature lovers this spring and 
marked the last walk before Tom Akin 
passed away. This easement protects 
the wildflowers and prairie so impor
tant to his wife and family. We partici
pated in the second Kansas Conference 
on Imagination & Place in October. 

Our grant funding continues to gain 
strength and our first audit will posi
tion us for larger grants from major 
funders. We shared our land trust ex
perience with two new land trusts, the 
Kansas Livestock Association and the 
Kansas Preservation Alliance - and are 
confident we will have more opportu
nities to collaborate on important fu
ture projects. You funded our Execu
tive Director's move from part-time to 
full-time and three interns to assist in 
our conservation efforts. We expanded 
into a larger office space and launched 
our website. Our website 
(www.klt.org) has already resulted in 
easement inquiries and facilitates dis
tribution of conservation information. 

While two long-time board members 
moved on, we easily attracted new 
board members with important and 
needed skills and energy. You sup
ported our board and staff efforts in 
seeking additional conservation edu
cation that bolsters our skills and 
knowledge and brings awareness of 
protection trends. We are poised to 
pick up the pace of our protection ef
forts. While Kansas landowners con
tinue to donate conservation ease
ments, some of the State's most criti
cal resources will require funds for 
purchasing easements. Therefore, we 
worked with other conservation enti
ties and governmental representatives 
to lay the groundwork for easement 
purchase funds to protect the Flint 
Hills and a model program for conser
vation in Douglas County. 

Easement Activity 
We responded to questions and issues 
regarding the restrictions on two ease
ments held on properties located in 
Saline and Douglas Counties. Your on-

0.wner share information about a pos
SIble easement. If the landowner is 
clearly interested in pursuing a conser
vation easement, KLT representatives 
take a look at the land they want to 
protect. We went on 10 such visits to 
properties in Allen, Chase, Crawford, 
Douglas, Jefferson and Riley Counties. 
Although none of these easements was 
completed in 2003, we have all of the 
documentation and footwork done 
and are prepared to complete three 
easements soon for property located in 
Douglas, Jefferson and Riley Counties. 
These easements will protect mature 
forest, native grass, streams, farmland 
and wildlife habitat. In addition, we 
have been pleased to facilitate the ef
forts of more than 50 landowners and 
the City of Lawrence in working to
ward a conservation easement to pro
tect 30 acres of green space within the 
City of Lawrence. 

We worked diligently to pursue our 
first ever conservation easement pur-

continued on p. 2 



KL T EaselTIent Activity in 2003 

Current 
Inquiries & 

Total County 
Easements 

Easerraents 
Acres in Process 

Allen 1 320 

Barber 1 9,000 

Butler 1 160 

Crawford 1 185 

Comanche 
1 10,000 

Chase 1 10,894 

Crawford 1 40 

Douglas 8 10 1,232 

Ford 1 + 

Geary 1 213 

Greenwood 2 700 

Harvey 1 40 

.Jackson 1 30 

Jefferson 1 70 

Johnson 2 124 

Leavenworth 1 1,300 

Linn 1 1 660 

Miami 1 800 

Osage 1 53 

Pottawatomie 1 1,750 

Riley 1 2 366 

Saline 1 1 110 

Sedgwick 2 370 

Shawnee 1 3,000 

Sumner 1 1,300 

Unknown 2 1,600 

Wabaunsee 1 24 

Wyandotte 2 24 

Out of State 1 120 

29 Counties 15 Easements 40 Inquiries 44,485 
2,861 Acres 41,624 Acres Acres 

Kansas Land Trust easements protect a broad variety of conser
vation values, including ponds, creeks and streams, native prai
rie, restored prairie, threatened and endangered species, woods, 
wildlife habitat, scenic lands, agricultural lands, and trails, 
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Annual report ... 
continued from page 1 

chase through the USDA/NRCS Farm and Ranch Lands 
Protection Program (FRPP). The KLT Board studied the 
issues and adopted criteria for evaluating FRPP projects, 
We evaluated four properties for potential FRPP proposals 
in the first quarter of 2004 and made a decision to work 
with a landowner in Riley County to purchase a conserva
tion easement on 200 acres of Flint Hills tall grass prairie. 
KLT board members and volunteers set out on our FRPP 
easement fundraiser with a goal of raising $75,000 between 
September 2003 and September 2005. KLT members re
sponded marvelously, contributing $ 25,800 in 2003. In ad
dition to your cash donations, James Nedresky who do
nated his beautiful photographs of the Flint Hills and Carol 
Henderson who designed the fundraising flyer made ma
jor contributions for the fundraising effort. The FRPP Riley 
County project spurred additional inquiries from landown
ers of over 34,000 acres of Flinthills property in Barber, 
Chase, Comanche and Pottawatomie Counties. 

Events 
We hosted an easement dedication that was attended by 
about two dozen people on April 26, 2003. That easement 
protects over 60 acres of land owned by donor Jim 
Hillesheim. The Hillesheim easement protects restored 
prairie and protects water quality by serving as a buffer to 
the Clinton Lake Corps of Engineers property. 

On May 24, 2003, 50 people attended the Akin prairie wild
flower walk. Kelly Kindscher led attendees in exploring a 
vast array of wildflowers on this prairie gem. 

Doug and Ruth Ann Guess hosted an easement dedication 
event on June 14, 2003 on their 30-acre native prairie west 
of Lawrence. More than 60 nature lovers enjoyed the event, 
which included wildflower and woods walks led by Kelly 
Kindscher and Frank Norman. 

The Kansas Conference on "Imagination & Place: The 
Power of Place," was held on October 17-19, 2003, at the 
Lawrence Arts Center, 940 New Hampshire, Lawrence. The 
event was a joint project of the Lawrence Arts Center, Kan
sas Land Trust, and Cottonwood literary review. 
Bioregionalist and nationally acclaimed author Stephanie 
Mills of Maple City, Michigan, gave one of four main pre
sentations along with The Land Institute President Wes 
Jackson, Salina; Kansas Sampler Foundation Executive Di
rector Marci Penner, Inman; and international corporate 
architect, native Norwegian and KU professor of architec
ture Peter Pran, Lawrence. In addition, a seven-person 
panel discussed 'The Power of Place" drawn on a broad 
range of perspectives-from real estate to wilderness. An 
art exhibition by John Louder, associate professor of art, 
Central Missouri State University, was featured during the 
conference in the arts center gallery. Ted Johnson, artist and 
KU professor emeritus of French, led a bus and walking 
tour entitled, "Space, Time, and Memory in Lawrence, Kan
sas. 

Financial Report 
Our Board of Directors committed to undergo an annual 
audit practice to ensure accountability and integrity in our 
management of funds. The audit also positions us for cer-

continued on page 5 
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Annual report... 
continued from page 2 

tain grants which require audited fi
nancial records. On June 13, 2003, 
Mize, Houser & Company completed 
an audit of the fiscal year 2002 finan
cial records. The audit reported that 
the financial statements presented 
fairly all the revenue and expenses of 
the organization. 

On June 3,2003, we received a $1500 
grant from the William T. Kemper 
Foundation, funding a portion of our 
upcoming Kansas River Corridor Con
servation Education Campaign. This 
grant represents a $500 increase over 
the grant to KLT for the prior year. 

We partnered with the University of 
Kansas for a $10,000 grant application 
that was funded by the Kingsbury 
Family foundation on October 7, 2003. 
The Kingsbury grant funds KLTs con
tinued efforts in building a GIS data
base for the purpose of doing conser
vation planning in the Kansas River 
Corridor. KLT receives $7,500 of this 
grant. The Kingsbury Family gener
ously funded a $5,000 increase in this 
grant compared to the grant award for 
the prior year. 

KLT Shares Its Experience 
We had the opportunity to share our 
experience with members of the newly 
formed Kansas Livestock Association 
(KLA) land trust through out the year. 
KLT representatives met with KLA 
members a few times over the year. 
The Kansas Preservation Alliance also 
asked us to share our experience, as 
they begin to form a new Kansas his
toric land trust. KLT will continue to 
work with these important new land 
trusts and we are confident we will col
laborate with them on future land pro
tection projects. 

Staff Transition 
At the end of March 2003, Laurie Ward 
moved on; She had served as the half
time Special Project Director for KLT. 
Your Executive Director, RoxAnne 
Miller, increased her time from half
time to full time. Laurie always skill
fully put together the KLT newsletter, 
handled all membership records, mail
ings and other significant tasks. 
Through the tireless assistance of KLT 
Board members and many volunteers, 
we continued to perform and grow our 
operations through the transition. 

We benefited by the work of two KU 
journalism interns in 2003, Christie 
Dillmon and Erica Brittain. They per
formed administrative tasks and made 
contributions to our newsletter. Our 
legal intern, Chris Dove graduated and 
moved on. Zack Anthony, a KU law 
student, now serves as our legal intern. 
In addition, we interviewed and hired 
three KU Urban Planning interns late 
in the fall of 2003. One of them, Erin 
Paden, began in December. Kiet Luu 
and Staci Henry began work in Janu
ary 2004. Our interns provide valuable 
assistance and are paid through grant 
funds and matching dollars under the 
Kansas Work Study Program at KU. 

KLT Board 
Our Board of Directors is fortunate to 
include many talented members and 
has had an amazing history of stabil
ity and continuity. Two of our Board 
members left the fold in 2003; they had 
been long-time contributors. Rick 
Mitchell left in April 2003 and Bruce 
Plenk left in August 2003. Their con
tributions will benefit KLT for years to 
come. Both continue to offer their skills 
in an advisory capacity. Three new 
members joined the KLT Board in 2003. 
Lynn Byczynski, who had served on 
the KLT Board from 1994-1997, re
turned in March to serve on the Board; 
Julie Elfving and Bryan Welch joined 
the KLT Board in October 2003. Julie 
is a watershed manager for EPA in 
Kansas City and Bryan is a publisher 
with Ogden Publishing Company in 
Topeka. Bev Worster became Treasurer 
in April 2003, and Mary Louise Gibson 
is now our Secretary. 

Jim Minnerath, biologist for the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service at the Flint Hills 
National Wildlife Refuge began help
ing us as an advisor in March of 2003. 
Kelly Kindscher has been and contin
ues to be KLT s ecologist who evalu
ates the ecological significance of ease
ment lands. Because of the number of 
properties we work on, we really 
needed to supplement Kelly's efforts. 
Jim's skill and expertise is greatly ap
preciated and positions us to keep up 
with preservation interest. 

Communications 
We launched our website on June 1, 
2003. It is a beautifully designed site 
that contains a lot of practical informa
tion about KLT and our land protec-

tion. Communication via the internet 
is certainly a critical component in the 
world today. See www.KLT.org. We 
continued to produce and deliver to 
you four quarterly issues of our news
letter, Stewardship Notes. 

Education 
Our staff and board continue to strive 
to improve our knowledge of conser
vation practices in 2003. Our director, 
RoxAnne, attended the Land Trust Al
liance four-day seminar on the topic 
of "Conservation Easement Steward
ship" in Chicago in June 2003. Our 
board member Mary Louise Gibson at
tended the seminar, "Conservation 
Protection and Restoration of Streams 
and Wetlands" in Overland Park in 
August 2003. 

On August 14, 2003, RoxAnne was one 
of several professionals who presented 
a seminar on conservation easements. 
The program was hosted by Douglas 
County Extension, held in Lawrence 
and was titled, "Rural/Urban Issues 
Forum". 

New Merchandise 
Doug Guess donated note cards fea
turing his watercolor paintings of 
wildflowers, with KLT receiving the 
proceeds on all sales. Lisa Grossman, 
added another new style of note-card 
titled "Snow-Furrowed Field", offer
ing KLT the proceeds. 

Developing Funding 
We have worked in collaboration with 
representatives of The Nature Conser
vancy Kansas Chapter, the Kansas 
Livestock Association land trust and 
other conservation entities in an effort 
to develop additional federal funds for 
the purchase of Flinthills conservation 
easements. KLT participated in three 
meetings during the final quarter of 
2003. 

KLT representatives have worked with 
others on efforts through EC02. EC02 
is an effort to develop public funding 
for open-space preservation and eco
nomic development. The name 
"EC02" is representative of a desire to 
promote Economic Development and 
Ecological Protection. 
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16 E. 13th St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

Address Service Requested 

Dear Kansas Land Trnst Members & Friends: 

We present to you this 2003 Kansas Land Trnst Annual 
Report with its honor roll of donors and financial report. 

2003 was a year of tremendous growth and transition. We 
now have a full-time Executive Director, additional interns, 
a larger office space, computer equipment and all the 
operational trimmings. We kicked off our first fundraising 
effort for a conservation easement purchase project, 
through the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program 
(FRPP). The income from that FRPP easement will be 
realized in 2005 - we chose to invest staff and operations 
knowing there would be a delayed payoff. This planned 
growth follows the almost $30,000 surplus from 2002. We 
were well positioned for growth! We also experienced 
healthy growth in contributions. You can be proud that 
KLT attracted many new members in 2003, growing from 
602 to 928 members. Our members' generosity through the 
FRPP and unrestricted contributions resulted in an overall 
significant increase of contributions. 2002 total contribu
tions were about $48,500 and in 2003 exceeded $57,000. 

Your overwhelming generosity and commitment to protect 
important lands in Kansas is amazing! Thank you for your 
support and for the legacy you are leaving in perpetuity! 

Sincerely yours, 

donna luckey, 
President 

RoxAnne Miller, 
Executive Director 
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The Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors and staff met 
with Kansas Secretary of Wildlife and Parks Mike Hayden 
after his speech at KLT's Community Supper in February 
2004. Pictured from left: Mary Louise Gibson, Bev Worster, 
Director RoxAnne Miller, Myrl Duncan, Lynn Byczynski, 
Mike Hayden, Catherine Hauber, donna luckey, Julie 
Elfuing, Kelly Kindscher, and Sandra Shaw. Not present: 
Mark Gonzales, Sondra McCoy, and Bryan Welch. 

BALANCE SHEET 

ASSETS 
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 
FIXED ASSETS 
TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES 
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 

EQUITY 
EQUITY RESTRICTED FRPP 
EQUITY RESTRICTED GRANTS 
EQUITY STEWARDSHIP FUND 
EQUITY UNRESTRICTED 
TOTAL EQUITY 

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Lawrence, KS 66044 
Permit No. 190 

$102,177.94 
$ 2,217.00 
$104,394.94 

$ 656.90 

$ 22,988.73 
$ 1,500.00 
$ 45,573.50 
$ 33,675.81 
$103,738.04 

TOTAL LIABILITES AND EQUITY 

INCOME STATEMENT 

$104,394.94 

RECEIPTS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
FRPP CONTRIBUTIONS 
GRANTS (unrestricted) 
GRANTS (restricted) 
STEWARDSHIP FUND (unrestricted) 
STEWARDSHIP FUND (restricted) 
INTEREST INCOME 
MERCHANDISE 
TOTAL RECEIPTS 

EXPENDITURES 
OPERATING 
FRPP PROJECT 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

NET INCOME 

$31,374.00 
$25,800.00 
$ 3,385.50 
$ 1,500.00 
$ 1,000.00 
$ 5,525.00 
$ 779.15 
$ 1,845.97 
$71,209.62 

$80,736.73 
$ 2,811.27 
$83,548.00 

($12,338.38) 
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KLT proj ect focuses on Ka~ Corridor 
One of the priority projects of 

the Kansas Land Trust this year is 
known as the Kaw Conservation Cor
ridor Project. The Kaw Corridor Project 
is an effort to identify and preserve 
lands of ecological, historic, scenic, ag
ricultural and recreational significance 
in the lower Kansas (Kaw) River Val
ley. 

The Kaw Corridor is home to 
more than half the population of Kan
sas. In the past decade, this land has 
come under intense development pres
sure as population in several counties 
has increased at nearly twice the na
tional average. The Kansas Land Trust 
offers communities and landowners in 
the Kaw Corridor an opportunity to 
preserve and protect lands that are es
sential to the high quality of life we 
enjoy in this region. As a land trust, 
KLT uses a variety of long-term land 
protection mechanisms, but primarily 
accepts conservation easements from 
willing landowners. Donations of ease
ments or land to the Kansas Land Trust 
may offer tax benefits to landowners. 

Where is the Kaw Corridor? 
The Kaw River meanders 

through the counties of the project: 
Douglas, Jefferson, Johnson, 
Leavenworth, Shawnee, and Wyan
dotte. These counties are home to most 
of Kansas' large urban areas, includ
ing Kansas City, Kansas, the cities of 
Johnson County, Lawrence, and To
peka. It is a land of diverse ecosystems, 
including fertile farmland, native 
tallgrass prairie, species-rich wetlands, 
and well-established forests. , 

Rapid Urbanization 
According to the 2000 Census, 

the U.S. popUlation grew 13.1 % from 
1990 to 2000. For the same period, the 
population of Kansas grew 8.S%. The 
six counties in the Kaw Corridor in-

Canoeing the Kansas River is one of the 
many recreational opportunities enjoyed 
by residents of the Kaw Corridor. 

creased 12.5% overall. Johnson County 
grew 27% and Douglas County 22%, 
far exceeding the national and state 
growth rates. The effect of this rapid 
population growth has been ever-in
creasing development of farmland and 
other open spaces for housing, high
ways, and commercial spaces. Many 
landowners may feel pressured to sell 
rural land for development, without 
encouragement to preserve some land 
for open space and natural habitat. Too 
often, owners sell without even realiz
ing that conservation measures can 
offer them significant financial benefits 
in the form of reduced taxes. 

How KLT Can Help 
Through the Kaw Conserva

tion Corridor Project, the Kansas Land 
Trust is working to educate landown
ers, community leaders, lawyers, 
bankers and real estate professionals 
about the options that exist for preserv
ing land. KLT is a SOl(c)(3) non-profit 
charitable organization based in 
Lawrence, Kansas, with expertise in 
land conservation. KLT was founded 
in 1990 by citizens interested in long
term stewardship of natural and cul
tural resources. KLT accepts conserva
tion easements, which are voluntary 
restrictions placed on land by willing 
landowners to ensure preservation of 
the land into the f'lture. For more in
formation on con~2rvation easements, 
visit the website www.klt.org or phone 
or write for additional printed materi
als. 

Land Worth Saving 
The Kaw Corridor contains 

valuable natural resources that merit 
conservation. This is a unique place, 
an area of mixed ecosystems, where 
the hardwood forests of the East give 
way to the Great Plains ecosystem. 
This patchwork of landscapes pro
videshabitat for a rich diversity of spe
cies, both plant and animal. Also, the 
Kansas River is the only public river 
in eastern Kansas. It is managed by the 
state and supplies water to most of the 
growing communities in the valley. 
The most important features of the cor
ridor include: 

eTallgrass prairie: In the 1870s, more 
than 9S% of eastern Kansas was cov
ered by tallgrass prairie. Today, about 
1 % remains, and most of those rem
nant prairies are on upland sites with 
great views, so they are especially 
threatened by development. Hundreds 
of species of plants and animals de-

continued on p. 2 
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Mission Statement; "The Kansas 
Land Trust is a nonprofit orga
nization that protects and pre
serves lands of ecological, scenic, 
historic/ agricultural, or recre
ational sigilliicance irl Kans.as." 
As a land trust, th~ organization 
us~s a variety of long-tertrtland 
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eal1ements fromwilIing land~ 
owners. Conservation ease
ments are legal agreements by 
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Ou L o 
Funding for conservation 

by RoxAnne Miller 
KLT Executive Director 

KLT has received increasing numbers of do
nated conservation easements since its incep
tion in 1990. Not all landowners will con
sider the donation of a conservation ease
ment. To preserve some of our most critical, 
threatened lands, we need stronger incen
tives to compensate landowners to voluntar
ily protect their land. KLT is participating in 
several initiatives for purchasing conserva
tion easements at the local, state and federal 
level. We are thrilled to participate in these 
efforts. They offer yet another avenue for us 
to fulfill our mission. Kansas has been be
hind the curve in funding conservation of our 
most significant lands. It is our hope that in 
the next couple of years there will be regular 
funding for these preservation methods in 
Kansas. 

At the local level, I am chairing a committee 
appointed by the Douglas County Commis
sion. Called EC02, the committee represents 
a dual purpose: ecological protection and eco
nomic development. The committee is work
ing with the Douglas County community to 
prepare and build support for a plan for open 
space preservation and business park devel
opment. The goal is to work together to sus-

Kaw corridor ... 
continued from page 1 

pend on the prairie for their survival. 

.. Farmland: The Kansas River and its tribu
taries provide many acres of prime farm
land, ranking among the best in the world. 
Kaw Valley farms are highly productive/ 
growing grains, hay, dairy, fruits and veg
etables. 

II Riparian areas and wetlands: Mature for
ests and intermittent shallow wetlands ad
jacent to the river provide shelter for hun
dreds of species of resident and migrating 
animals. The entire length of the Kansas 
River has been designated critical habitat 
for our national symbol, the bald eagle. 

"Woodlands: In an 1878 survey, the Kaw 
Valley floodplain was heavily forested and 
up to 1.5 miles wide. Today riparian and 
upland woodlands comprise only 3% of the 
total Kansas landscape. 

.. Historic sites: The history of Kansas state
hood led inexorably to the Civil War. Early 
battles between free state and slave state 
philosophies occurred in the Kaw Corridor/ 
including the Battle of Black Jack near 
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tain a community we 
all want to live in, 
and ultimately pro
vide public funding 
for this dual-pur
pose program. 

I am also working 
with officials from 
the governor's of
fice, the Kansas 
Department of Rev-
enue, Mike Hayden, Secretary of the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife and Parks and Tom 
Sloan, Kansas Representative for the 45th Dis
trict. This group intends to work over the 
summer to prepare legislation to introduce 
at the next legislative session. The goal is to 
develop funding for a state conservation ease
ment purchase program. Stay tuned for more 
on this. 

KLT is also involved with a coalition of con
servation organizations, interested govern
mental officials, conservation-related entities 
and Senator Sam Brownback to develop ad
ditional federal funding to promote conser
vation easements on Kansas native grass
lands. The goal of this group is to preserve 
significant parcels of land in the Flint Hills, 
the only remaining expanse of tallgrass prai
rie in North America. I look forward to giv
ing you updates from time to time on these 
efforts. 

Baldwin, Quantrill's Raid in Lawrence, and 
the legislative gatherings in Lecompton/ 
Prairie Village and Kansas City. 

II Recreation: Residents and tourists have 
begun to discover the recreational oppor
tunities of the Kansas river. Extensive pos
sibilities exist on the river for canoeing, and 
along the river for hiking and bicycling. 
Over the past 10 years, KLT and other or
ganizations have held river festivals and of
fered canoeing and other educational ex
periences on the river, but access for recre
ation is not fully developed. 

Quality of Life 
For most residents of the Kaw Cor

ridor, the natural world brings tremendous 
enjoyment: the brilliant green of wheat 
fields in late winter; huge flocks of migrat
ing snow geese in spring; colorful wildflow
ers amid waving grass in summer; and the 
glowing colors of the prairie in autumn -
these all contribute immeasurably to the 
serenity and beauty of our lives. We owe it 
to ourselves and our children's children to 
protect these places of beauty. 



Come to a prairie walk with LT! 
Two events are scheduled for Manhattan and Lawrence 

Flint Hills Wildflower Walk 
Riley County 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, May 22 

Come and enjoy the great outdoors 
with the Kansas Land Trust. KLT will be hold
ing a Flint Hills Wildflower Walk at 10:30 a.m. 
on Saturday May 22 on land that KLT is seek
ing to preserve through a conservation ease
ment.The 205 acres of tallgrass prairie is 10 
miles northwest of Manhattan. Kelly 
Kindscher, KLT vice-president and plant ecolo
gist, will lead this joint outing for Kansas Land 
Trust and Kansas Wildflower Society members. Showy plants 
we may see include: Blue False Indigo (Baptisia australis), Cobaea 
Beardtongue (Penstemon cobaea), and Prairie Turnip (Psora lea 
esculenta). 

KLT is seeking donations to purchase 
a conservation easement for this property 
through the U.S. Department of Agriculture! 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Farm and Ranchlands Protection Program. 
This is an opportunity to see what your do
nation will protect. Refreshments will be 
served after the walk. 

Directions from Manhattan, Kansas: 
From the stoplight at the intersection of 
Kimball and Tuttle Creek Blvd., drive north 
on Hwy 24 - 177 (also called Tuttle Creek 
Blvd.) 9.7 miles. The highway heads north 
and then swings west/northwest. Do not 

turn across Tuttle Creek Dam. Take a right onto the paved road 
marked Blue River Hills Rd. (Riley County Rd. 895 S). The inter
section is also marked with Park Service signs pointing to 

continued on page 4 

In Michigan, where I grew up, spring seemed fleeting, a fused their wild design. Through this 
brief respite following the long days of winter and before the middle story drifted the fuchsia haze of 
bright heat of summer. Suddenly the trees were all in full leaf, redbuds, ubiquitous in town and country
with buds vanished before they had been seen. By contrast, in side, the distinguishing feature of Kansas 
Kansas, spring lingers longer: it unwinds like a Chinese scroll, spring, yet like dreams escaped from the net and soon to vanish 
with sequences of colors and fragrances, textures and sounds from our picture. Only momentarily were they suspended this 
appearing in leisurely order. Yet, from the time of that first Kan- morning, in these woods. 
sas spring more than thirty years ago when I began to under- Surrounded by larger patterns of trees and bushes, at 
stand that spring was one opening following another, I continue first we missed the small flowers spotting the woods' loamy 
to be surprised by this process of blooming. It is possible, how- ground-the white blossoms of garlic mustard, Dutchman's 
ever, as the scroll is unwinding, to hover for a while over a single breeches, and fawn lily; the lavender of violet and phlox. We found 
picture, to make its specific details memorable, before allowing the Dutchman's breeches, looking more like small moths than 
the intricacy and the multiplicity and the simultaneity of this pro- pantaloons, clustered everywhere once we started looking, while 
cess to become overwhelming. the delicate lilies with their dappled leaves were located prima-

For a morning we had the illusion of halting spring as rily on the upper creek bank, seeking a different soil, a different 
we paused to look attentively along the Dornwood trail in south- slant of sun. Only at this moment in the year would these particu
eastern Topeka. We knew that once a dairy had been situated here, lar plants congregate together and display their finery of leaf and 
with a large homestead, substantial barn, and out buildings, and bloom, not for our pleasure, but for their own survival. Our task 
at the trailhead a cluster of narcissus, a mature lilac bush, three was only to try to be fully conscious of their intricate specificities. 
stately pear trees, wild plum and stunted apple trees-in a pro- Deeper in the woods, birdsong multiplied. Initially, we heard only 
fusion of blossoms-sketched the homestead's outline, signify- a chick-a-dee-dee-deeing crossed by a tufted titmouse's peter peter 
ing the care taken by the dairyman and his family to surround peter. These sounds became complicated by occasional cardinal 
their home and work place with loveliness. Behind the ruined whistle and downy woodpecker hammer. Before long, however, 
barn, its careful stone work now stained by graffiti and weather, we were eavesdropping on Carolina wrens in conversation, echo
we entered the layered woods and proceeded through a diverse ing each other from different parts of the woods, and a yellow
terrain of ridge and meadow, pond and meandering creek. The rumped warbler's solo, so clear it encapsulated and simplified 
intense urgency of life in branches creaking, birds chittering, buds time. But the Cooper's hawk, hunkering over her nest high in a 
swelling seemed distilled here despite the drone of 1-70 traffic in hackberry tree, waited, unruffled and silent. 
the background. Leaving the Dornwood trail, we saluted three ancestral 

The hardwoods-chinquapin, bur, and red oak, hack- trees-a bur oak on the edge of a brome field, a sycamore tilted 
berry, walnut-stretched out above us, their limbs largely naked over the creek, and an American elm on the homestead's edge. 
from winter's harsh denuding, but with the frizz and fuzz of pale Gathering shade and space into their branches, each towered over 
green catkins softening them. Vines-wild grape, poison ivy, bit- the woods. Their immense trunks, the bark creviced and scaled, 
tersweet, moon seed, euonymus-tangled with these limbs and testified to their long engagement with seasons. Yet the gnarled 
with each other, transforming the woods into a complex dream and ancient branches of each sprouted an exuberance of fluffy 
catcher. Tightly packaged leaves, ready to burst their winter wrap- seeds and leaves. Where the sycamore's white branches met its 
pings, tipped the twigs of young hickory trees. But dominating trunk a clump of plants nestled tenderly, a small ecosystem, its 
the middle story was the dense green of gooseberry and seeds wind-blown from woods and meadows or carried up by 
buckbrush bushes, Ohio buckeyes with their flat palmate leaves birds and squirrels. Only at this moment was the greenery of these 
and upright torches of yellow flowers, and the pervasive and in- plants visible to us, before the great tree would obscure them with 
vasive honeysuckle which challenged these dark vines and con- its broad leaves of summer. 
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KLT plans educational seminars on easements for attorneys 
The Kansas Land Trust is sponsoring several educational 

seminars about conservation easements for attorneys and other 
professionals with an interest in legal aspects of conservation ease
ments. Here is the schedule: 

May 19, 2004 (Wednesday) in Wichita, KS; 1:00 -4:00 Law of Con
servation Easements sponsored by Lorman Education Services, 
as part of an all day CLE seminar, "Law of Easements". Location: 
Wichita Marriott Hotel, 9100 Corporate Hills Drive. This CLE 
seminar has a registration fee of $289, CLE credit available. 

June 4, 2004 (Friday) in Overland Park, KS; 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Location: Johnson County Central Resource Library, 9875 W. 87th 

16 E. 13th St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

Address Service Requested 

Wildflower walks ... 
continued from page 3 

Stockdale Recreation Area. Drive north 1.6 miles down a wind
ing paved blacktop road, around a curving low water creek cross
ing area, and up to a stop sign at a T-intersection. Turn left onto 
Stockdale Park Rd. (Riley County Rd. 396 E). After approximately 
100 feet, turn back right onto Blue River Hills Rd. (Riley County 
Rd. 895 S) and proceed uphill about 0.4 miles. Turn left into pas
ture gate and park. 

Akin Prairie Wildflower Walk 
1 p.m. Sunday, June 6 

The Kansas Land Trust will hold its popular annual Wild
flower Walk at 1 p.m. on Saturday, June 6. The walk will take 
place on the Akin Prairie, in Douglas County east of Lawrence. 
This wonderful 16 acre tract of native prairie has been protected 
as a memorial to Tom Akin's wife, Dorothy and her love of color
ful prairie wildflowers. Kelly Kindscher, author of Edible Wild 
Plants of the Prairie and MediCInal Plans of the Prairie will lead the 
walk. The walk will provide a wonderful chance to identify prai
rie grasses and wildflowers and to hear about the interesting lore 
surrounding some of our native plants. Refreshments will be 
served after the walk. 

Directions to Akin Prairie: from K-10 east of Lawrence, 
turn south on Douglas County 1057. Go two miles, then turn 
west on 1150 Road, and go approximately .4 mile. Look for KLT 
signs. A gate to the prairie is on the south side of 1150 Road; Park 
along the side of the road. 

Street, Overland Park, KS 66212. No registration fee, 3 CLE cred
its available. 

June 11, 2004 (Friday) in Lawrence, KS; 1 :00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Location: University of Kansas School of Law, 1535 W. 15th 
Street, Lawrence, KS 66045. No registration fee, 3 CLE credits 
available. 

June 18,2004 (Friday) in Topeka, KS; 12:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Location:Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library, 1515 SW 10th 
Avenue, Topeka, KS 66604-1374. No registration fee, 3 CLE cred
its available. 

NON PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Topeka, KS 

Permit No. 688 

Kelly Kindscher, KLT vice president and plant ecologist, is 
shown at last year's Akin Prairie Wildflower Walk. Kelly will 
lead prairie walks near Manhattan and Lawrence this year. 
Both events are free and open to the public. Walkers are 
advised to wear sturdy shoes, insect repellent, sunscreen and a 
hat. 
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To landowners, preserving Flint Hills prairie is 'a sacred trust' 

The first property in Kansas to be 
considered for a purchase of development 
rights under the federal Farm and Ranch
land Protection Program (FRPP) is a 200-
acre parcel of native tallgrass prairie in 
northern Riley County, west of Tuttle 
Creek Reservoir. Under the FRPP, the fed
eral government contributes 50% of the 
cost of development rights, a local land 
trust contributes 25% and a landowner 
donates 25 %. Land considered for this pro
gram must meet stringent requirements, 
and KLT must closely monitor its future 
use. 

Kansas Land Trust was one of the 
first organizations to submit a proposal 
under FRPP in Kansas, and has received 
the go-ahead from the federal government. 
More than $25,000 has already been do
nated by our generous KLT supporters, 
leaving an additional $50,000 to raise in 
order to win $150,000 in federal funds. 
Completing this easement is a high prior
ity for several reasons. First, a beautiful, 
200-acre piece of Flint Hills will be pre
served forever. Second, our success with 
this project also will smooth the way for 
Kansas to obtain more federal funding in 
the future for preserving our agricultural 
lands. 

Our first FRPP easement is 
owned by Charlie Griffin and Denise 
Wyrick. Charlie is a research assistant pro
fessor in the School of Family Studies and 
Human Services at Kansas State Univer
sity, and director of the Kansas Rural Fam
ily Helpline, a toll-free telephone assis
tance and referral program based at K
State. Denise has a background as a fam
ily therapist, and now manages the couple's 
herd of 19 llamas, along with assorted 
poulty and other animals. 

We recently asked Charlie and 
Denise to talk about their land, and their 
reasons for putting a conservation ease
ment on it. 

Q. What can you tell us about the his
tory and ecology of this land? 

A . The oldest land records show a por
tion of the property being deeded over 

from the U.S. government in the 1860s. 
Some portions were owned by the Union 
Pacific Railroad as part of the land deals 
which funded rail expansion. One acre was 
deeded to the local school district for a one
room limestone school building, the only 
remnant now being a barely noticeable 
grass-covered rubble of limestone rocks 
and a few pieces of metal from the old coal 
stove and the student desks. 

We rented the 1880s limestone 
house for 15 years, and purchased the 260-
acre parcel in 1989. The 260 acres is all 
native tallgrass prairie, with the exception 
of the immediate home and farmstead. The 
hilly Flint Hills pastureland consists of 
upper grass-covered highlands with a cen
tral creek drainage with mixed timber, 
meadows and a 3-acre pond. The land was 
grazed by cattle continuously "as far back 
as anyone in the neighborhood remem-

bers," conceivably since the 1800s. It has 
not been grazed the past four seasons, of
fering a period of recovery and haying off 
the top meadows for brush control. And of 
course, like much of the pasture in the Flint 
Hills, the land has been burned in the spring 
most years. 

Q. How did you get into the llama busi
ness? 

A . We purchased our first three llamas 
in 1995, mostly with an interest in ani

mals that fit with our backpacking and 
outdoor activities. When we learned they 
were quite personable and fascinating ani
mals, we increased the herd to the current 
level. They provide fiber for weaving and 
spinning, carry packs, and help with brush 
and weed control. One even has a "job" as 
a guardian animal with a nearby angora 
goat herd, keeping away predators that had 
become a severe problem a couple years 
ago. 

continued on the back cover 

Photo by Tom Leopold 

Charlie Griffin and Denise WYrick lead llamas across a ridge on their ranch. 



Published quarterly by the 
KANSAS LAND TRUST 

HiE. 13th St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

785-749-3297 
rQxanne.miller@klt.org 

www.klt.Qr& 

Sponsor Member, LAND TRUST ALLIANCE 

Editor: R6~!lMil1er 
Designer: Lynn Bycz)lnSld 

MissiQn Statement: "The Kansas 
Land Trust is a nQnpmfit Qrga
nizationthat protects and pre
senresJands orei:0lQgkal, scenic, 
historic, agricultural, .or recre
atiQnal sigrtificance in Kansas." 
As a land trust, the QrganizatiQn 
uses a variety Qf1Qng-term land 
prQtectiQn mechanisms but I.'ri
marHy accepts CQnservat10n 
easements from willing land
.owners. CQnservatiQn ease

. ment~'at~'leg1tragreements' by 
which lando.wners vQluntarily 
restrl~t the type <lnd amQunt .of 

. use peril:)ittedQn their pmperty. 
The1<a.f!SasLandTrust (KLT) is 
tax-eJtenlI?tas.d~scribedin Sec
tiOtl>SOlk)(3) .of the Internal 
RevenueC6de. DonatiQns .of 
easemerits .or land tQ KLT for 
cQnservation putpQses may 
have potential tax benefits fQr 
dQn.ors. KLT is funded by indi
vidual cbntributQrs, private 
fQundations, cQrpQratiQns, and 
government agencies. 

Board of Directors: 

Kelly Kindscher, President 
donna luckey, VicePresideht 
Beverley J. Worster, Treasurer 
Sandra Shaw, Secretary 

Lynn Byczynski 
MyrlDuncan 
Julie Elfyihg 
Mark A. Gonzales 
Catherine Hauber 
Chelsi Hayden 
Sondra McCoy 
Bryan Welch 

RoxAnne Miller, Executive 
Director 

Zach Anthony, Legallntern 

OUTLOOK 
Conservation of the Flint Hills Requires 

Collective Effort 
by RoxAnne Miller 

KLT Executive Director 

"Conservation is the foresighted utilization, preservation and/or renewal of forests, waters, lands 
and minerals, for the greatest good of the greatest number for the longest time. "- Gifford Pinchot 

KLT continues steady efforts to preserve the Flint Hills. The excitement is to see 
the dramatic momentum building for preserving this important ecosystem, with its work
ing ranches and scenic landscape. The challenge is, how can we preserve as much of the 
Flint Hills as possible? 

Less than 3% of original tallgrass prairie remains in the United States. Most of it 
is in Kansas. Some estimate that Kansas has about 2 million acres of high-quality tallgrass. 
Conservation entities cannot buy 2 million acres even if it were all for sale. All of the 
landowners will not donate conservation easements; even if they did, who would fund 
the stewardship? There is not enough funding to purchase conservation easements on 
even 10% of the 2 million acres. Many people want this landscape to remain productive 
and generally oppose additional large public lands, even if public money were available 
(which it's not). 

So how can we protect a significant portion of the 2 million acres of Flint Hills? 
It is possible if all conservation efforts support each other, if we tap all of the available 
resources and use every available tool. Some may doubt, even then, whether we can 
accomplish preservation of this significant landscape. 

"What the mind can conceive and the heart can believe -WE can achieve." - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

To be successfut conservation organizations, public entities, individuals and 
businesses must work together. We need to use a combination of methods. These meth
ods include: 
"Conservation easements with land remaining in private ownership; 
.Creation of preserves owned by conservation entities or individuals; 
.. Public lands. 

The Kansas Land Trust stands ready to work with landowners to create conser
vation easements. A successful system must compensate landowners for voluntarily pro
tecting such large and ecologically significant areas. No single entity, government, per
son or corporation can accomplish or fund this task. We need all of our capabilities and 
capacities. So, I urge you to participate, keep an open mind, listen to the dialogue and 
seek commonality. And during the journey, remember we are all connected. 

"Tug on anything at all and you'll find it connected to everything else in the universe." - JQhn 
Muir 

Collectively we have the capacity to create a system for preserving the Flint 
Hills, one of our most significant landscapes. 

How can YOU be a part of preserving the Flint Hills? 
Make a contribution: 
If you are interested in helping fund the preservation of the Flint Hills 
tallgrass prairie, please send your contribution to the address at left. To 
the extent allowed by law,your contribution is tax deductible. 

Preserve your Flint Hills land: 
If you own significant Flint Hills property and would like to apply for 
future funding for the sale of a conservation easement, please contact KLT. 
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Upcoming events 
Prairie art exhibit touring state 

Kansas Land Trust is a sponsor of the art exhibit "Homage to 
the Flint Hills," which will be traveling throughout Kansas dur
ing the next two years. The exhibit features 34 works of art, each 
depicting the Flint Hills and each by a different artist. It includes 
paintings, photographs, fiber, ceramic and video works. 

The artists chosen for the exhibit mostly live in Kansas, and a 
few from other states have lived here previously. The exhibit in
cludes works by Lisa Grossman, a Lawrence painter, and James 
Nedresky, a Lawrence photographer, both of whom have donated 
art to benefit the Kansas Land Trust. Other artists in the show 
include Robert Sudlow, a Lawrence painter; Judith Mackey, a 
Cottonwood Falls painter; Stan Herd, Lawrence crop artist; Larry 
Schwarm, Emporia photographer; Marilyn Grisham, Wichita fi
ber artist; Jim Richardson, Lindsborg photographer; and John 
Charlton of the Kansas Geological Survey in Lawrence who has 
created a CD-ROM so that Teter rock in Greenwood County can 
be seen from 360 degrees. The exhibit was organized by Don Lam
bert, a Topeka writer and arts promoter. 

An 84-page, full-color catalog will be printed, which will pro
vide additional exposure for the Kansas artists. 

The exhibit has already been shown at the Topeka-Shawnee 
County Public Library. It is currently on display at Cowley County 
Community College in Arkansas City. Future exhibit dates: 
.. Manhattan Arts Center, AprilI6-May 28, 2005 
.. Lawrence Arts Center, June 1 - July 15, 2005 
.. Emporia Arts Countil, Aug. IS-Sept. 30, 2005 
-Barton County Community College, Oct. IS-Dec. 15,2005 
.. Wichita Art Museum, February and March, 2006 

Sun reigns in Kansas during summers: we are his subjects from 
June through August. The coTor of his majesty is yellow: His sign 
is ubiquitous-in fields of sunflowers, in "amber waves of grain," 
in grasses increasingly parched and sere as summer advances. 
His consort is the wind, and their combined arousal can raise up 
dervishes as well as fortresses of dust. They can flatten us and 
leave us longing for sherbet, oceans, and night. We always yearn 
for rain. It comes rarely, the occasional interloper, arriving accom
panied by drum roll and flashing sabers and assisted by wind, 
but rain stays only briefly, soon giving way to sun's dominance. 

Until this year. With intermittent rains through June and into 
July, my senses of Douglas County in the summer have been re
vised. Rain's hallmark is green, and fields, woods, gardens, and 
lawns are everywhere thick with greens. Maples, oaks, and sy
camores-broad-Ieafed trees-hold up plates and saucers of 
green; the seedpods of redbud and locust dangle in a profusion 
of exotic jade jewelry; pines bulge with shining green needles. It 
seems, my friend points out, that the trees have been given a sec
ond spurt of green, apparent in a second set of light green tips. 

For the most part, the rain this summer has arrived steadily 
and regularly-without fanfare and drama-appearing like an 
ordinary mercy, not the danced-for, yearned-for miracle it is in 
summer drought. It has kept the county's rivers-the Kaw and 
the Wakarusa-swiftly moving and the Haskell-Baker wetlands 
full of turtles, snakes, and singing frogs. Wildflowers are luxuri
ant this summer: orange daylilies and butterfly weed, white yar
rows and asters, pink echinaceas, gayfeathers, clovers, and milk
weed blooms. Through a scrim of rain, the flowers form constel
lations of color against the prevailing green. Rain itself is both 
seen and heard. As it falls and as it connects with the earth and its 
waterways - puddles, ditches, ponds - it slashes, splashes, 
smashes; it dribbles, drips, dimpTes; it may appear as mist or in 
long silver threads. And in the beads of rain along a blade of grass, 
the sky-fields with their colorful stars are multiply reflected. 

In the summer in Kansas after a long dry spell, rain can have 

October forum focuses on remaining natural areas 

KLT President Kelly Kindscher will be the featured speaker at 
the third annual Community Forum on Kansas Environmental 
Issues to be held on Thursday Oct. 7 at the Village Presbyterian 
Church in Prairie Village. This year's program is "Preserving 
Biodiversity in Northeast Kansas: What You Can Do!" 

Dr. Kindscher will report on a just-completed survey of the 
remaining natural areas containing habitat for rare species in 
northeast Kansas (Johnson, Leavenworth, Douglas, Miami, and 
Wyandotte counties). This region is already home to close to half 
our state's residents and the population is growing at nearly twice 
the national average in some of these counties. There is an urgent 
need to identify and preserve the few remaining biologically di
verse areas before they are lost forever. Dr. Kindscher will report 
on where these remaining high-quality remnants of tallgrass prai
rie and woodlands are located and what we can do to protect 
them. 

KLT is a co-sponsor of the event, which is presented by Kansas 
Natural Resources Council and the Prairie Village Environmen
tal Committee. 

The event begins at 6 p.m. with a community supper featuring 
locally grown food, followed by Dr. Kindscher's presentation. 
There is a charge of $8 ($5 for students) for the supper and pro
gram, payable at the door. Reservations are requested in ad
vance by contacting Kathy Riordan at 913-383-7882 or emailing 
Margaret Thomas at MGT84Roe@aol.com by October 1. 

the smell of moist loam, lemons just cut, 
crushed violets; the flavor of lavender ice. 

If there isn't too much of it. Which on the 
first Friday in June in Douglas County there 
was. Without its accomplice the wind, rain clouds situated them
selves over the county and opened their valves. Neither cloud
burst, shower, downpour, tempest: this was a celestial waterfall 
or, more accurately, walls of water. Although usually transparent, 
this time the rain was a white opacity. Too much, too fast, the 
earth could not absorb it, and green gave way to mud. In the coun
try, dry ditches filled and rose; grasses were mashed, and long 
fingers of water spread into fields. With walls of rain collapsing 
into them, the rivers pressed close to the tops of their banks and 
swirled across their sandbars, vertical white rain transformed to 
liquid horizontal brown, with beige foam marbling it. The news 
would later report that a mother and two boys were surrounded 
by water, stranded, and another boy was caught in a culvert. Who 
counts the creatures drowned in their underground burrows or 
on their noontime journey in search of lunch? Doves, usually 
ground-feeders, perched on wires, waiting for the signal to set 
out to try to identify dry land. 

In the wetlands, brackish water was creeping toward the road. 
A few plastic bottles and containers, like toy boats, drifted about 
at ranaom, loose from their moorings in the ditches. Shrubs stood 
more than knee-deep in the water, and the dark charcoal trunks 
of hedge and hackberry kept their green canopies high above the 
slowly circling water. Cattails ana sedges speared the water in 
countless places. Amongst them, a great white egret stood in her 
element, an elegant living statue indifferent to the deluge. Over
head, the massed clouds began to part, revealing a lake of inno
cent blue. A great blue heron rowed his way serenely and evenly 
across it. As this lake expanded, and the rain diminished to dots 
and dashes, steam began to rise from the wetlands. The sun once 
more was dominant. 
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Easement ... 
continued from Page 1 

Q. What kind of discussions did you have as you considered 
the possibility of selling development rights to your land? 

A. At first, we didn't see the need to "protect" this land. But 
rapidly growing suburbanization in the area is having its 

impact. Recently the division of an adjoining property into smaller 
tracts brought the concern close to home. Located 12 miles from 
Manhattan, the area increasingly is becoming a neighborhood of 
commuters on smaller and smaller tracts. The local ranch and 

16 E. 13th St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

Address Service Requested 

Easement ... 
continued from above 

obvious approach to ensure that this land could remain as prairie 
in its native state regardless of local development. While we might 
not be able to control what happens in the region and what hap
pens on others' land, there was no need to feel helpless about 
preservation and protection of our own land. It simply takes a 
clear decision that it is important and worthwhile. 

Q' Ultimately, what made you decide to do it? 

A-. Why do it? Why now? We don't have children, so it eased 
J-\.one hesitation, which was a mild concern about what we 
might do to potential future market value of the land. Once we 
stop thinking about land as commodity and start thinking about it 
as the place we live, the equation change~. Planning to live here 
for the rest of our lives (uncertain as life is ... ), our concern is 
more for the value the land has in its present form, not as a com
modity to be sold. The value of our estate for us, so to speak, is in 
the present, rather than in the future at some unknown point where 
it might be sold or passed along to the next generation as a finan
cial asset. The ability to leave land that will remain as tallgrass 
prairie in the future is the legacy we plan to leave, with its value 
to be most appreciated by future owners who would have inter
ests similar to our own. 

farm nature is changing rapidly. While we've had a strong sense 
of respect and appreciation for the land itself, involvement in 
recent years with a Native American elder who pays frequent 
visits to our land led to a even stronger sense of this land as a 
"sacred trust" for which we carry responsibilty. Indeed, it's the 
reciprocal nature of our involvement that leads us to developing 
the easement. We're nurtured in many ways by the land, so we 
also have a responsibilty in return. Finally, the raging debate about 
wind energy development through the Flint Hills heightened our 
understanding of the difficulty of preserving that sacredness be
yond the immediate reach of our ownership and finances. The 
notion of a conservation easement suddenly offered a clear and 

continued below 
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Q. Could you describe a scene or experience that will help 
people understand the beauty and significance of your land? 

A . There are rational business-based decisions to preserve 
land and there are emotional and values-based experiences 

that support those decisions, easily understood by people with 
similar experience and at times frustratingly puzzling to those 
who don't. 

A defining moment happened at the "picnic tree". It is a 
rather small red elm, rooted on the edge of a limestone ledge 
overlooking our pond. That tree has lived a precarious existence 
in the full force of the wind and weather, barely larger now than 
it was when I first moved there in 1974. It still amazes us that 
anything can grow in that place. This spot is perhaps one of our 
favorite places to stand at sunset. One can see the setting sun to 
the west and look out over the pond far below. If you are lucky a 
great blue heron might fly by, and most certainly night hawks 
will be about. 

One hot August evening we decided to celebrate Denise's 
birthday with friends at that spot, complete with table, the formal 
china and an elegant meal. As the sun set, the air glowed hazy red 
across the valley and left no doubt about the connection we felt 
there. Our guest commented that she was reminded of travels far 
away, that it seemed as though we should be speaking French, 
and finally in the red glow she said that it was a scene directly 
from the movie "Out of Africa." 

Shouldn't we do everything we can to preserve those 
experiences and those landscapes for the future? 
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LT preserves forest in Johnson County 
Kansas Land Trust has received a conservation 

easment on 58 acres of wooded land near an upscale resi
dential development in Johnson County. 

The easement was donated by Clay Blair, the de
veloper of Wilderness Valley at 163rd Terrace and NaIl. 

"The property is a very attractive piece of ground 
that was a natural for a conservation easement," Blair said. 
"It provides a lot of open space, green space and trees. It 
was a tremendous amenity for the concept we were devel
oping - the wilderness concept for a residential develop
ment." 

Wilderness Valley features luxury homes that range 
in price from $400,000 to over $1 million. The development 
includes 400 acres of woods, prairies, streams, ponds and 
trails. It is adjacent to the Wilderness Science Center, a 30-
acre outdoor laboratory for environmental science educa
tion. The land for the Science Center was donated by the 
Blair family to the Blue Valley School District. 

The 58-acre piece on which KLT holds the ease
ment is bordered by the Blue River and is adjacent to land 
owned by Kenny Baum that is already protected by a con
servation easement held by The Nature Conservancy. 

The KLT easement land is currently used for horse
back riding. The easement deed allows continued use of 
the trails and permits the construction of paved trails in 
the future. But other development is prohibited. 

"It's really a nice piece of forest," said KLT Presi
dent and biologist Dr. Kelly Kindscher. "It's oak-hickory 
forest, facing north, overlooking the Blue River with large 
oak trees and rock outcrops and scattered wildflowers. 

"It's unusual to have that large a piece of forest 
remaining at the south edge of Olathe." 

The riparian area along the river contains some 
exceptionally large bur oaks that may be 150 years old. One 
of the most interesting features of the property is a 15 to 20-
foot limestone bluff near the top of a hill. 

The Blair property is KLT's first conservation ease
ment that a developer planned to provide open space for 
a housing development. 

"We are particularly excited to receive this ease
ment; it is our poster child for an urban easement," said 
KLT Executive Director RoxAnne Miller. "Located in the 
Kansas City Metro Area, where there is a lot of develop
ment pressure, it serves as a great example for developers -
How to take advantage of significant tax benefits by do
nating a conservation easement in conjunction with a 
project. It will provide quality green-space near a high-

Tropical-looking paw-paw trees flourish in the riparian forest 
along the Blue River in Olathe on the land Clay Blair has put 
into a conservation easement. 

end residential development and protect significant con
servation values." 

Blair agreed that tax benefits are also a consider
ation for developers who might be interested in putting a 
conservation easement on land. 

"There are tax advantages," he said. "That serves 
as an added incentive to make a conservation easement." 

But for a developer, providing open space - and 
guaranteeing it forever with a conservation easement - can 
also be a great marketing tool. 

"I think any time you can conserve land and make 
parkland or open space available to the public, it's good 
business policy," Blair said. "I would encourage people to 
consider it, if it fits with their situation." 

Blair said the experience of donating the easement, 
which can be protracted and legally complex, was handled 
well by KLT. 

"The people were very professional, very knowl
edgeable and responsive," he said. 

"KLT applauds Clay Blair's determination in 
working hard to bring this project to fruition," Miller 
said. For more on Wilderness Valley, visit 
www.TheWildernessValley.com. For information on 
convservation easements visit, www.KLT.org. 
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by RoxAnne Miller 

KLT Executive Director 

Aml?,rica's land trusts convene to share best practices 

It is great to report that private land conservation is alive and well in our coun
try! KLT Board member Sandra Shaw, volunteer Doug Witt and I attended the 
Land Trust Rally in Providence, Rhode Island, October 28 - 31. More than 2,100 
conservation leaders from many of the 1,500 land trusts across the nation met to 
share our experience and best conservation practices. Rand Wentworth, the 
Land Trust Alliance President, reported that new land trusts are forming at a 
rate of two per week. Collectively, U.S. land trusts have preserved more acres of 
land than is in all of our National Parks put together. The message: America's 
landowners choose to voluntarily protect the land they love! I am honored to 
have the opportunity to represent the Kansas Land Trust at such an important 
gathering. 

State funding proposed for conservation easements 

KLT and other Kansas land trusts have been asked to assist the Kansas Depart
ment of Wildlife and Parks in designing legislation to be introduced to the 2005 
Kansas Legislature. The proposed legislation could fund the purchase of con
servation easements on important Kansas lands from willing landowners. Stay 
tuned for more information in the corning months. 

KLT can visit your hometown 

I would like to corne to your town to talk about the Kansas Land Trust and 
conservation opportunities. I am available to speak to community organiza
tions, planning boards, etc. Please e-mail or call KLT to schedule a presentation 
designed to fit your needs. My 2005 speaking calendar is filling up quickly, so 
don't delay. 

KLT 2005 Priorities depend on your membership 

KLT's annual fundraising drive is 
underway. This year, we need to raise 
money for two separate funds: First, we 
need your general membership contribu
tions to continue KLTs work. Your mem
bership donations support the operating 
budget, which pays for our staff and in
terns, office space, educational materials, 
this newsletter, and other general expenses. 
Please donate as generously as you can so 
that we can move into 2005 with confi
dence. Second, we continue to raise money 
for our Farm and Ranchland Preservation 
Program Flint Hills easement in Riley 
County. More than $25,000 has already been 
donated by our generous KLT supporters, 
leaving an additional $50,000 to raise in 

order to win $150,000 in federal funds. 
Completing this easement is a high prior
ity for several reasons. Your contribution 
will ensure a beautiful, 200-acre piece of 
Flint Hills will be preserved forever. Our 
success with this project also will smooth 
the way for Kansas to obtain more federal 
funding in the future for preserving our 
agricultural lands. Those who contribute at 
least $100 to the Flint Hills project will re
ceive free a copy of the beautiful art book 
Homage to the Flint Hills. See insert for 
details. 

Please, help us continue the important 
work of preserving Kansas lands. Send 
your contribution to the KLT office, at our 
address noted at left. And thank you! 
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In Memory 
Kansas Land Trust member Roger Neal Seitz 
of Manhattan passed away on October 2, 2004. 
Roger loved and wanted to help preserve prai
ries, wildflowers, wetlands and all natural land
scapes. His family asked that memorial gifts 
be made to the Kansas Land Trust. Roger's con
tribution to conservation in Kansas lives on. 

Visiting the Bird Runner Wildlife Refuge off 
McDowell Creek Road in Geary County, I am met by Margy 
Stewart, who, with her husband, Ron Young, owns the 220-
acre swath of untilled, native grasslands, varied woods, 
bottomland, several ponds, a dry creek, and a running creek 
which comprise the refuge. She hands me a glass of water. 
Right off she tells me some things: she and Ron are com
mitted to sustaining this land as it is; they believe in the 
diversity of life here - the connections between plants and 
animals, nonhuman and human; they have willed the land 
to the Kansas Land Trust; they are fighting against the de
velopment of wind turbines along the horizon to the west. 
Margy, then, tells me the lay of the land, pointing as she 
speaks to the cardinal directions, and then she lets me go, 
free to wander. 

Passing walls of limestone cut thick and clean, in
scribed with 1894 and 1901 by a long-ago farmer for his 
chicken house and root cellar, I start off up a turning road 
of sharp bits of blue, gray, and white flint rock. It was once, 
Margy explained, part of the only thoroughfare from Man
hattan to the McDowell Creek area. Sentries along the road 
are enormous bur oaks and chinquapin, their branches 
twisting and clasping overhead. Sunlight filters down, pav
ing my way. But the only traffic is the grasshoppers, clack
ing unexpectedly in my face, and the occasional squirrel, 
skittering across my path with an acorn stashed between 
his jaws. At the top of a rise, the road opens into the prai
rie. Coming upon it from the narrow, wooded road, I feel 
as if I am poured from a bottle - I gush, evolving into space 
and light with the 180 acres of grasslands spreading sud
denly out before me, and the light wind running them to
ward the far horizon. 

Fall grasses have the sheen of healthy fur, light 
brown and gold, tinged russet. The musculature of the great 
geological beast beneath is shown in their shades and swell
ings. Dark variations rumple their sheen-dried clusters of 
stiff goldenrod and ironweed; tall stalks of gayfeather and 
mullein; wispy field pussy toes and silk spinning from milk
weed pods. In random patches across the prairie, the sumac 
burns, each leaf flame-shaped and scarlet. The sky seems 
the sea, the prairie its endless coastline. I am appropriately 
dwarfed. The ribs of an abandoned stock shoot made of 
osage orange stand out above the grass like those of a ship
wreck. The clouds appear like white-capped waves, with 

KLT columnist wins Phoenix Award 
Elizabeth Schultz, whose poetic essays about travels 

through Kansas grace this page in every issue, has been 
honored with the prestigious Phoenix Award for literary 
arts by the Lawrence Arts Commission. Beth moved to 
Kansas in 1967 to teach English at the University of Kan
sas. She is internationally renowned as a scholar of Herman 
Melville, and her writings have been published extensively. 
She has been an advocate for literacy and how it can pro
mote equal opportunities for women, minorities and the 
economically disadvantaged. She also has been an advo
cate and mentor for many area writers and artists. 

Congratulations, Beth! 

spindrift gusting. 
In the middle of the Bird 

Runner prairie, X marks a spot. It is 
an X made of boards, a raft anchored 
in the middle of these grasslands. It marks a spot where I 
pause to let the prairie grow up to me, where as I turn, the 
prairie and its circling circumference wheel around me, 
where I can imagine myself with dusk shifting into dark
ness, and the constellations, always there, revealing them
selves, slowly at first, and then all in a flash. A red tail, hunt
ing high above this raft, seems about to be swept away. I 
leave this star-gazing platform, carefully considering my 
path and the insects I might crush if I allow my gaze to 
drift too long away from my grassy coast - here at my feet 
is a wolf spider on the prowl, a horn beetle out for a saun
ter, and so many sassy crickets. They are my immediate 
intimates, stars close to hand. 

Walking over the brow of the prairie and down a 
wooded bank, I take a path along the dry creek bed, a trough 
lined with smooth grey slabs. Such smoothness is testimony 
to centuries of serving as a waterway. Along the bank, hack
berry, dogwood, and redbud are woven with wild goose
berry, grape vines, and bristly greenbrier, with the sounds 
of sparrows chittering and doves cooing substituting for 
the sounds of rushing water. I, too, am woven back into 
this woodlands' density. Along my path, the history of spe
cies unfolds: I spot feathers - blackbird and owl- and a deer's 
shoulder blade. At a juncture of toppled trees and boul
ders, the dry creek bed meets McDowell Creek, with its 
jade-green living water, its islands of turquoise algae. 

I walk above it, surrounded by trees and shrubs 
which are letting their green go. Redbuds and locust are 
yellowing, while gooseberry, trumpet vines, and poison ivy 
smolder red. All around me, I notice the residue of fire
blackened branches, charred stumps, ashes ground into the 
soil. I remember that a prairie fire ran rampant through the 
woods over a year ago, incinerating Margy and Ron's home. 
My path leads away from McDowell Creek, continuing 
among trees to a small cabin, newly built with windows all 
around and a skylight overhead, situated on the boundary 
where woods and prairie merge. Thoreau would do well 
here, as would anyone who seeks to contemplate simulta
neously both the sweep of possibilities and the intricacy of 
relationships. 
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Natural places identified in KC area 
By Kelly Kindscher 
Kansas Biological Survey 
KLT President 

The Kansas Biological Survey completed inventory work 
this past summer in five northeast Kansas counties to find remain
ing natural areas. This project, funded by Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks through a State Wildlife Grant, found a few 
scattered gems of native prairies and forest in Johnson, Wyan
dotte and Leavenworth counties and more numerous sites be
yond suburbanization in Miami and Douglas counties. We also 

16 E. 13th st. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

Address Service Requested 

Natural areas ... 
continued from above 

protection of their land with a conservation easement. In those 
cases, private property owners could be compensated for harbor
ing these gems while still being able to use their private property. 
Another objective of this study was to provide management rec
ommendations to landowners interested in preserving and restor
ing natural areas on their property. 

High-quality natural areas are those that closely approxi
mate the natural areas (native tallgrass prairie and oak-hickory 
forest) that existed prior to European settlement. Major benefits 
of these natural areas include: buffering the effects of pollution, 
protecting water quality, preventing soil erosion, improving land 
values, and providing opportunities for outdoor recreation. They 
are reservoirs of biological diversity and sanctuaries for sensitive 
and declining species. 

The original vegetation of this part of Kansas is docu
mented in the public land surveys of the 1850s when prairie was 
estimated to cover 84% of Johnson County, 75% of Wyandotte 

found new locations of endangered species such as Mead's milk
weed (Asclepias meadii). 

The purpose of the inventory was to provide informa
tion so policymakers can balance the need for development of 
natural resources with the need to preserve remaining natural 
areas in the rapidly developing Kansas City region. We also 
wanted to let landowners know about the resources that they have 
on their land. We plan to use this data to work with city and 
county planning offices to use in their planning efforts. We hope 
that some of these landowners would be amenable to voluntary 

continued below 
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County, 94% of Douglas County, and 90% of Leavenworth and 
Miami Counties, (Kansas State Board of Agriculture 1877). 

Our data is preliminary, but so far in these counties we 
have identified: 
• 4 small areas of native prairie (2 sites) and forest in Johnson 
County; 
·2 forested sites in Wyandotte County; 
-9 native prairies and 2 forests in Leavenworth County; 
-77 native prairies and 2 forests in Miami County; 
-140 native prairies and 9 forests in Douglas County; 
• 60 locations in all these counties with the rare Mead's milkweed 

We believe that our study of identifying and inventory
ing high-quality native prairies, forests, and wetlands can be a 
useful tool for the conservation of the remaining biological gems. 
As landownership changes, some of these areas may become parks 
or public places. Most will likely remain as private property, and 
we see great opportunity for organizations such as the Kansas 
Land Trust to work on conservation easement programs to both 
provide conservation of these areas, while working with the land
owners to provide them benefits and help in owning and manag
ing these important areas. 

A profusion of coneflower (Echinacea angustifolia) blankets a native prairie hay meadow in Miami County. 
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Mission Statement: The Kansas Land Trust is a non-profit organization that protects and preserves lands of ecologi
cal, scenic, historic, agricultural, or recreational significance in Kansas. 

Highlights of 2004 
The Kansas Land Trust enjoyed steady growth throughout 
the year of 2004. The number of people supporting KLT 
continues to increase and we now reach 3275 people with 
our newsletters and other communications. We worked 
with landowners to complete permanent conservation ease
ments on four properties in three counties in Kansas, pro
tecting significant riparian woodlands, floodplains, water
sheds, rock outcroppings, grasslands and prime agricul
tural soils as well as equestrian trails. Sections of Buck 
Creek and the Blue River run through these conserved ar
eas. 

The 44 easement inquiries we received this year, with 14 
easements in process, reflect Kansas landowners' steady 
interest in preserving their lands. While there remains 
strong demand for donated easements, and the service we 
provide these landowners is important, it occurs on lands 
dispersed throughout the state rather than accumulations 
of larger protected areas. In addition to protecting these 
widely dispersed pockets of donated gems, we want to 
encourage voluntary conservation of larger areas of our 
most significant landscapes. For large -scale preservation 
we must offer compensation to landowners. The Flint Hills 
is a wonderful example of such a landscape--a national trea
sure in our care. We continue to invest a great deal of time 
working toward dedicated funding to purchase conserva
tion easements in the Flint Hills, and I am pleased to report 
some success in this effort-- a beginning we will build on. 
TheState of Kansas has funded the first and only match for 
a Flint Hills easement purchase under the Farm and Ranch 
Land Protection Program and I'm thrilled to report it is a 
Kansas Land Trust project, our second Flint Hills easement 
purchase. Our first Flint Hills easement purchase will be 
completed in 2005 with your grassroots cfonations accom
plishing the matching funding! So we are making great 
strides, doing all this work, while still maintaining our 
monitoring program and visiting future preservation sites 
across the state. 

Thanks to our funding partners at the Kingsbury Fam
ily Foundation, the Kemper Foundation and Kansas Work
Study program we were able to launch a strong conserva
tion public outreach program providing 11 programs and 
seminars reaching an audience of 500 landowners, real es
tate professionals, public officials and others. In addition, 
we celebrated preservation with about 400 people through 
a variety of Kansas Land Trust events, including our Old 
Fashioned Community Dinner, wildflower and nature 
walks, and gatherings at art shows featuring Kansas art
ists' finest nature art. KLT members have supported our 

continued on p. 2 

KLT President Kelly Kindscher and Executive Director RoxAnne 
Miller pause by a huge bur oak tree during a walking tour of 58 
acres of forested land along the Blue River in Johnson County. 
An easement on the land was donated in 2004 by Clay Blair, the 
developer of the adjacent Wilderness Valley luxury housing 
development at 163rd Terrace and Nail. The easement was 
dedicated in May with a walk in the woods and picnic lunch at 
the home of Kenneth Baum, the current owner of the land. Dr. 
Kindscher, a biologist with Kansas Biological Survey, estimates 
that some of the bur oaks on the land may be 150 years old. 



Dear Kansas Land Trust Members & Friends: 

We are pleased to present the 2004 Kansas Land 
Trust Annual Report with its honor roll of do
nors and financial report in this issue of the Stew
ardship Notes. 

2004 was a year of steady growth. We completed 
four new permanent easements, launched a con
servation education series and worked on estab
lishing easement purchase funds at a state and 
local level. We experienced dramatic growth in 
contributions, grants and stewardship funding. 
KLT is now supported by more people and 
reaches more dian 3,275 people through our 
newsletters and other communications. 

Thank you for funding our conservation success! 
We are committed to working alongside you to 
preserve Kansas lands. Another tremendous 
year! 

Sincerely yours, 

Kelly Kindscher, 
President 

RoxAnne Miller, 
Executive Director 

KLT board members and staff met for a planning retreat in April 
2005. Pictured above are Julie Elfving (standing), Lynn Byczynski, 
Bev Worster and Kelly Kindscher (middle row); Executive 
Director RoxAnne Miller, donna luckey, Chelsi Hayden, and 
Sandra Shaw. Board members not pictured are Catherine Hauber 
and Bryan Welch. 

Annual report ... 
continued from page 1 

growth with marked increase in general funds, grants, and 
stewardship contributions. 

Easement Activity 
KLT accepted four new conservation easements in 2004 and 
facilitated another conservation easement now held by the 
City of Lawrence. These new easements protect an addi
tional 662 acres in three counties in Kansas (Douglas, 
Johnson and Jefferson Counties). Throughout 2004, we re
sponded to 44 easement inquiries, including 14 easements 
currently in process. Representatives of the Kansas Land 
Trust visited several properties over the year in Douglas, 
Geary, Jefferson, Johnson, Saline, and Pottawatomie Coun
ties to assess conservation values. 

We continue to monitor all properties protected by KLT 
conservation easements. And in 2004 we had the privilege 
to work with Boy Scout Alexander Anderson, of Troop #59 
in Lawrence. KLT reviewed and approved Alex's proposed 
trail design and construction project for his Eagle Scout 
Leadership Service Project. The rugged trail is located on 
the Bob & Betty Lichtwardt conservation easement that 
protects a 40-acre parcel of heavily forested Douglas County 
land. It features steep contours, limestone outcrop pings 
and a wide variety of woodland plants. 

Events 
We hosted six events in 2004, including a dinner, nature 
walks and receptions in conjunction with nature art shows. 
In February, we held our 2nd annual Old Fashioned Com
munity Dinner in Lecompton. Guests enjoyed a wonder
ful meal, good company and Don Worster's presentation 
on Water in Kansas. 

Our nature walks continue to attract members and na
ture enthusiasts to our protected lands. About 70 people 
appreciated the Flint Hills on our wildflower walk in Riley 
County in June and again in November. About 100 people 
gathered at the Akin prairie for the annual June wildflower 
walk. 

We also hosted KLT receptions promoting preservation 
of the Flint Hills. The first was held at the Ernie Miller 
Nature Center in October. The reception celebrated the 
works of Kansas artists in the exhibit Homage to the Flint 
Hills. And about 80 people attended our Wind, Water & 
Fire gathering at the Strecker-Nelson Gallery in Manhat
tan on November 6. 

continued on page 5 
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Kansas Land Trust 2004 Honor Roll 
We offer our sincere appreciation to these friends who contributed to the Kansas Land Trust between January 1, 2004 and December 31, 2004. 

Please let us know if your name has been omitted or misspelled. 

Lois Adriance 
Betty Alderson 
Steven Travers & Laura Aldrich-Wolfe 
Helen & Dave Alexander 
Greg & Jill Allen 
Mary Lou Allen 
Pat Allen 
Lee Allison 
Tabitha Alterman 
Allen & Cathy Ambler 
Arthur A. Anderson, Attorney at Law 
Connie Andes 
Bob Antonio 
Ken & Katie Armitage 
Ginny & Terry Arthur 
Nancy Newlin Ashton 
Ray Aslin 
Mary Elizabeth & Tom Atwood 
RonaldAul 
Frank L. Austenfeld, Esq. 
Ron Manka & Linda Bailey 
Debra Baker 
Colette S. & Charles Bangert 
MargaretW. Bangs 
Mrs. Richard A. Barber 
Robert G. Barnhardt, Jr. 
Donald Barry, Esq.; Barry Law Offices 
LLC 
Herb Bartel 
Kelly Barth 
Steve Baru 
G. Kenneth Baum & Ann K. Baum 
Charitable Trust Fund 
Richard & Sylvia Beeman Family 
Linda Bell 
Erika Bessey 
Sondra Beverly 
Don Biggs 
Gary & Nancy Bjorge 
Alan Black 
Clay Blair 
Charles E. & Jeanne A. Bleakley 
Barbara N. Blevins 
Devere E. Blomberg 
Lynne Bodle 
Bette Booth 
Fred Bosilevac; Archer Alexander 
Securities Corp. 
Roger & Jan Boyd 
Jessie & Vernon Branson 
Shirley Braunlich 
Dan Breedlove 
Russ & Cindi Broda 
Dennis J. Brown 
Bill & Eugenia Bryan 
Lance Burr, Atty. at Law 
William H. & Anna F. Busby 
Sherrill & Don Bushell 
Henry N. & Paige V. Butler 
Daniel L. Nagengast & Lynn Byczynski 
George W. or Gloria W. Byers 
Glenda Cafer, Esq.; Cafer Law Office, 
L.L.c. 
Mike & Laura Calwell 
Tess Carbajal 
Sherri Carrico 
Ann Carter 
Peter & Rosalea Postma Carttar 
Gene & Pam Carvalho 
L. Patricia Casey 
Brad Chindamo & Betty Markley; Central 
National Bank 

Betty Jo Charlton 
Do Sur and Okkyung Kim Chung 
Allan . or Beth E. Cigler 
Jackson Clark 
Lois Clark 
Dru & Mike Clarke 
Michael D. & Rena K. Clodfelter 
Peter & Sue Cohen 
Fred Conboy 
Dorothy Converse 
Phyllis and Louis Copt 
Marie Z. Cross 
Michelle Crozier 
Kamla Cusick 
Bill Cutler 
John W. and Maragret Dardess 
Dale & Pam Darnell 
Alice E. Davis 
Candice Davis 
Merle Day 
Sarah & Ray Dean 
Mari Sorensen Detrixhe 
Coulter F. de Vries 
Robert C. & Katherine H. Dinsdale 
Dolly Gudder & Walter Dodds 
WulfDoerry 
Dan & Latane Donelin 
Wakefield Dort, Jr. 
Kay Ellen Drennen 
Myrl Duncan 
Lelah Dushkin 
Mike & Paulett Eberhart 
Tricia Karlin & Ernie Eck 
Ron Schorr & Georgann Eglinski 
J. B. Elfving 
Mary Elliott 
Ken Embers 
Hilda Enoch 
Marguerite Ermeling 
Dr. Barbara Etzel 
Richard Eversole & Mo Gudman 
Phylis & Ernie Fantini 
Donna L. Feudner 
Madeline Finch 
Ruth Fine 
Oliver & Rebecca Finney 
Dennis Flores 
J. Robert Fluker 
Kent & Beth Foerster 
Amy Lee & Richard Frydman 
Terry Fuller, Esq. 
Ida Casey & Richard Fyffe 
Ronald N. & Colette Chandler Gaches 
Sidney Garrett 
Jan Garton 
Angelo C. Garzio 
Ruth Gatewood 
Ruth Gennrich 
Ann Gerike 
Janet & Kyle Gerstner 
Mary Louise & Howard Gibson 
Grant Glenn 
Steven and Cheri Graham 
Dean & Ginny Graves 
Max D. Graves 
Rachel Greenwood 
Roy & Marilyn Gridley 
Doug & Ruth Ann Guess 
George H. & Susan Gurley 
ZinaHaden 
Kathleen M. & H. H. Hall 
Steven Hamburg 

Phylis Hancock 
Cristi Hansen 
Michael S. Cormack & Jill M. Hardesty 
Charlotte Hargis 
Lisa Harris 
Laurence Harshbarger 
Catherine Hauber 
Robert Haughawout 
Sally Hayden 
Chelsi Hayden 
Don C. Herold 
Jeannette Hierstein 
Dennis, "Boog" Highberger 
David HilcJ.reth, Esq. 
Emily Bowersock Hill 
Marcia & Stephen Hill 
Tresa Hill 
Dwight & Peggy Hilpman 
Sue & Dick Himes 
Doug & Shirley Hitt 
Mary Jo Hobbs 
Bruce L. Hogle 
Joseph G. Hollowell 
Thor & Elaine Holmes 
Lynne & Bob Holt 
John & Gloria Hood 
Tina & Craig Hoover 
Jack & Nancy Hope 
Paul Hotvedt 
Joyce and Donald Hoyt 
Wes Jackson 
Thomas Dale Jacobs 
Susan and Victor Jacobson 
John Jagger 
Elizabeth James 
Rudolf Jander 
Bernadette Jilka 
Denny Johnson 
Richard Johnson 
Roger Johnson 
Steve Johnson 
Howell D. & Carmen Y. Johnson, MD 
RF. & Lora Lee Johnston 
Charles & Carol Jones 
Martin Jones 
Richard Jones 
Deborah Altus & Jerry Jost 
Walter and Mary Ann Jost 
Amy Karsmizki 
David & Sharyn Katzman 
Richard & Sherry Kay 
Matthew Kearns 
Cheri Varvil & Francis Kelly 
Jennifer E. Kennedy 
Joan Kenny 
Stan & Frankie Kern 
Kelly Kindscher 
Joe & Cille King 
Linda and Alvin King 
Kingsbury Family Foundation 
Kenneth & Marlena Kirton 
Dr. Jeanne M. Klein 
Keith B. Koenigsdorf, Esq. 
Emily Kofron 
Sondra & Stephen Koontz 
Joe Krahn 
Doug & Janet Krueger 
Marie Alice L'Heureux 
Denise LaJetta 
Linda Lang 

continued on page 4 
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Donna Lantry 
Dr. Leo E. Lauber 
Lawrence Chamber of Commerce 
Julie Lea 
Drs. Harriet & Steve Lerner 
Stuart & Susan Levine 
Bob & Betty Lichtwardt 
Felice Stadler & Matthew B. Logan 
Judy or George Lookhart 
Dakota Loomis 
Lois Orth-Lopes & Steve Lopes 
Hillary Loring 
Brad Loveless-Westar Energy 
John Heider & donna luckey 
Linda & John Lungstrum 
Leo Lutz 
Dave and Charlotte MacFarland 
Jolene Magerl 
Mark Maher 
Judith K. Major 
Janet Majure 
Lisa Bitel & Peter Mancall 
Mollie K. Mangerich 
Emma Manion 
Lucille Marino, Esq. 
Byron & Sara Marshall 
Marsha & Ric Marshall 
Neal Marten 
Barclay Martin 
Carl Thor & Sara Martin 
Doug Martin 
Francis & Christine Martin 
Bob & Patricia Marvin 
James E. Mason 
Amethyst Matthews 
Larry and Linda Maxey 
Jim Mayo 
Marilyn & George McCleary 
Newton C. McCluggage 
David McClure 
Sondra McCoy 
Karen & John McCulloh 
Carol McDowell 
Gilbert B. McDowell 
J. Mark McDowell 
Larry & Susan McElwain 
H. Lee McGuire 
Ross & Margaret McKinney 
Bruce McMillan 
Janice Melland 
Gwyn Mellinger 
William Meredith 
Carolyn Micek 
Charles & Mary Michener 
Dusty Miller 
Martha Miller 
Mary P. Miller 
Mike Miller 
RoxAnne Miller 
Tim Miller 
Susan Millstein 
Kathryn Mims 
James Minnerath 
John Minnick; Minnick Capital Manage
ment 
Nancy S. Mitchell 
Rick & Susan Mitchell 
Jennifer Mooney 
Mike & Brooke Morehead 
Elizabeth Smith & Caleb Morse 
Robert Mossman 
John & Ann Murray 
Melanie C. Hepburn & Garth Myers 
John & Carol Nalbandian 
Lynn & Carolyn Nelson 
Bob and Mary Lou Newsome 
Jeff Nichols 

Jerry & Judy Niebaum 
Reva Friedman & Dale Nimz 
Robert & Nancy C. Oderkirk 
Judy & Gene Olander 
Hortense C. Oldfather 
Patricia Oslund 
Ann Carlin & Jack Ozegovic 
David Paden 
Judy & George Paley 
K. Verdou & Helen Parish 
Craig Patterson 
Lowell Paul 
Greg & Joan Pease 
Phyllis Pease· 
Jeanne Pees 
Donna Peters 
Clark and Valerie Petersen 
Linda Phipps 
David E. & Martha Pierce 
Ron Seibold; Pines International, Inc. 
Galen L. Pittman 
Bruce Plenk 
Drs. Agi & Henry Plenk 
Kay Kelly & Paul D. Post 
Daniel Poull 
Rex R. Powell 
Johanna & Laurance Price 
Merrill & Boots Raber 
R. H. & Kathleen L. Raney 
Susan Rappas 
Jackie RawIings 
Hal Ettinger; RBE Company 
Kevin Reardon 
M. Reay 
Patty & Jerry Reece 
Jim Regan 
Cathy Reinhardt 
William L. And Linda Richter 
Robert and Marlene Riedel 
Bill Riley 
Michael E. & Kathleen F. Riordan 
Gordon & Barbara Risk 
Brad Logan & Lauren Ritterbush 
Jim & Carol Roberts 
W. Stitt & Constance Mock Robinson 
Robin Schultz and Adam Rome 
Jean Rosenthal 
Harold & Melissa Rosson 
Greg Rupp & Jennifer Roth 
Stan & Janet Roth 
Robert Sabin 
Phoebe Samelson 
Gary & Patty Ann Sanborn 
Chris Sanders 
Wayne & Lou Ann Sangster 
Phyllis & Richard Sapp 
David and Lois Sauer 
John & Jane Scarffe 
Myles Schachter 
L. Stephen Schmidt 
Margaret Farley & Ron Schneider 
D.A. and B.B Schneweis 
Prof. R. J. Schoeck 
Webster Schott 
Elizabeth Schultz 
Bob Schumm; Schumm Food Co. 
John and Penny Seavertson 
Karen & David Seay 
Gloria and Elson Seitz 
Larry M. or Susan W Seitz 
Albert & Jane Sellen 
Penny Senften 
Marianne & Dale Seuferling 
Thomas Shadoin 
Clarence Shandy 
Edward & Cynthia Shaw 
Sandra Shaw 
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Thomas Shields 
Greg Shipe 
Sheila Shockey 
Ann Simpson 
Diane Worthington Simyson 
Sondra L. Goodman & John M. Simpson 
Fred & Lilian Six 
Laura, Mark and Mike Skochdopole 
Dorothy Jean Slentz 
Arthur & Chris Smith 
Beverly Smith 
Bob and Mary Smith 
Bruce & Leslie Snead 
Southwind Health Collective 
Haskell Springer & Anne Fowler 
Heinrich & Ursula Stammler 
Martha Rose Steincamp 
Joyce Steiner 
Steve Stemmerman 
Alice & Sunina Steuerwald 
Margaret E. Stewart 
Bianca Storlazzi 
Jeffrey Stowell 
Marge Streckfus 
John Strickler 
Phil Struble 
Michael Stubbs 
Robert Anton Christensen & Rita Joy 
Stucky 
Donald Stull 
Robert N. Sudlow 
Daniel and Katherine Swenson 
Mark Jakubauskas & Sara Taliaferro 
Dr. Edith L. Taylor 
Orley R. & Toni Taylor 
Diane Tegtmeier 
Gary Tegtmeier 
Art Thompson 
Cathy Tortorici 
Mike & Betsy Tourtellot 
James Townsend 
Trinity Episcopal Chur~h 
Julie Trowbridge 
William Tsutsui 
Ruth & Austin Turney 
Lynn & Marjorie Van Buren 
Carolyn Coleman & Dave Van Hee 
David & Susan Vershelden/Sawyer 
Vinland Valley Nursery 
Laurie Ward 
Buzz Warren 
Alison Watkins 
Dan & Phyllis Watkins 
Bill & Judy Waugh 
Rebecca and Bruce Weber 
Rosemary & Hugo Weber 
Audrey Wegst 
Paul Weidhaas & Madonna Stallmann 
Bryan Welch 
Ronald R. or Dixie Lee West 
Steve Wharton 
Elise & Curt White 
Karen and Jack White 
Cathy Dwigans & Ray Wilber 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Wilbur 
Wilderness Community Education 
Foundation 
Mike & Linda Wildgen 
Paul Willis 
M.J. Willoughby 
Harriet Wilson 
Marcus Wilson 
T.A. Wilson 
Chuck Wittig 
James Woelfel 
Ron & Joyce Wolf 
Raymond H. Woods 



Don & Bev Worster 
Carol & George Worth 
Dr. Valerie F. Wright 
Norm & Anne Yetman 
Joanne Bergman & Bob Yoos 
Gil Zemansky and Ellen Kroeker 

In Memory Of 
Arden Booth 
Bette Booth 

Ivan Louis Boyd 
Robert G. Barnhardt Jr. 

Joe and Nancy Haines 
Julie Lea and Chris Parsons 

Alan Hill 
Southwind Health Collective 

Donald Kindscher 
Robert and Jeanne Drisko 

Mrs. Harold Mooney 
Robert Xidis 

Roger Neal Seitz 
Creative Cookery Group 
Do Sup and Okkyung Kim Chung 
Zina Haden 
John Jagger 
George and Judy Lookhart 
Donna Peters 
Bob and Mary Newsome 
David and Lois Sauer 
Dave and Bernice Schoneweis 
Elson and Gloria Seitz 
Larry and Sue Seitz 
Clarence Shandy 
USGMRL Employees Benefit Association 
Leonard Williams Family 
Vivian Williams 

Jim Stauffer 
Bob and Donna Lantry 

Mr. and Mrs. K.L. Stauffer 
Bob and Donna Lantry 

Harry Trowbridge 
Julie Trowbridge-Alfred 

Bill Ward 
Margaret W. Bangs 
Lisa Harris 
Diane Tegtmeier 
Art Thompson 

Denise and Walter Wyrick 
Karen Wyrick White 

In Honor Of 
Ashton-Waggoner Family 
Barbara Ashton-Waggoner 

Lynn Byczynski 
Janet E. Majure 

Sarah and Ray Dean 
Ann Simpson 

James Wilson Devitt 
Elizabeth James and Dave Rumley 

The Marriage of Madeline Finch and 
Hugh Janney 
Lynn Byczynski 
Kamla Cusick 

The Marriage of Ray Rogers and 
Cathryn Tortorici 
Patricia Tortorici 

Robert E. Russell 
Russ and Cindi Broda 

Erin, John, and Elijah Paden 
David Paden 

Laurie Turrell Ward 
Fred Conboy 
Martha Steincamp 

Update: Flint Hills Preservation Program 

In September, the Kansas Land Trust will close on our first 
Flint Hills easement purchase, and we hope to close on our 
second within a year. These easement purchases will protect 
two beautiful parcels of Flint Hills prairie. They are made 
possible by a federal program in which our dollars are 
matched 3-to-1. KLT is one of the first organizations in Kan-
. sas to receive funding under this program and our success 
with these two easements is crucial to our prospects for 
winning federal funding in the future. Please help us to 
protect the beautiful Flint Hills landscapes. Send your contri
bution, marked Flint Hills Fund, to KLT, 16 E. 13th St .. , 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 .. 

Annual report ... 
continued from page 2 

Financial Report 
Our Board of Directors continues its 
commitment to ensure accountability 
and integrity in the management of 
funds. Accordingly, we engage a pro
fessional accounting firm to conduct 
an annual financial review in line with 
the recommended practice for land 
trusts. In the July 2004 Audit Report, 
Mize, Houser & Company stated that 
the financial statements of the Kansas 
Land Trust fairly presented the cash 
revenues and expenses for the year 
ended December 31, 2003. Our fund
ing supported continued growth and 
showed a marked increase in member
ship support, grants, and stewardship 
contributions. 

Grants 
KLT received a grant from Henry P. & 
Agi M. Plenk Fund. And, in October 
2004, KLT was awarded a $20,000 grant 
from the Kingsbury Family Founda
tion for a conservation easement re
search project during the fiscal year 
2005. The ongoing Kaw Corridor 
project was funded again by the 
Kingsbury Family Foundation to the 
University of Kansas - with $7,250 to 
KLT through a subcontract for educa
tion programs. 

Staff, Volunteers & Board 
KLT continues to employ one full time 
staff, Executive Director RoxAnne 
Miller. Several interns assisted 
RoxAnne over the year: Kiet Luu, Erin 
Paden, Josh Johnson, Cylus 
Scarbrough, and John Olson. The in
terns worked on administrative tasks, 
membership records, education pro
gram development, GIS database de
velopment and mapping. They pro
vide valuable assistance and are 
funded through grants and matching 
dollars under the Kansas Work Study 
Program at the University of Kansas. 
Zach Anthony, a student at the KU 
Law School, served as our legal intern. 

KLT volunteers also worked hard 
over the year helping with member 
mailings, staffing at events, and writ
ing for our newsletter and other pub
lications. 

In April, Myrl Duncan, a Washburn 
Law Professor and longtime KLT 
Board member, began a one-year-sab
batical to travel and work on profes
sional writing projects. We look for-

continued on page 6 
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ward to his return to board service in 2005. Mary Louise 
Gibson retired from the KLT Board to allow more travel 
time for family. We sincerely appreciate the wonderful con
tributions of time, energy and professional expertise Mary 
Louise offered KLT during her tenure. 

Communications 
We were proud to present two new brochures this year. 
Oozoo Design worked with us to redesign our general bro
chure and to create our Kansas River (KAW) Conservation 
Corridor brochure. Lisa Grossman generously donated the 
use of photos of her painting of the Kansas River and Craig 
Thompson donated his photographs of the Kansas River 
for the production of the KAW brochure. These brochures 
help us tell about KLT's important service to many people 
throughout the year. 

Education 
In 2004, we worked to maintain knowledge of conserva
tion trends and improve the skills of our staff and board 
members. A KLT Board member and our Executive Direc
tor RoxAnne Miller, attended the national land conserva
tio~ conference provided by the Land Trust Alliance in 
Providence, Rhode Island October 28-31, 2004. They par
ticipated in seminars concerning:. Priva~e Conservatio.n Fi
nancing Strategies; Real Estate GIf~ Options; pevelopmg a 
Vision; ~udgeting for Land ProtectlOn; Lobbymg; a~a State 
& Local Legislative Reform. Over 2100 conservation pro
fessionals attended the conference. 

Outreach 
We provided 11 educational programs during the year 
reaching about 500 people across Kansas. These semmars 
and programs offer educational information about conse~
vation to public officials and staff, landowners, and a van
ety of professionals in the real estate industry. They in
cludedan informal presentation to the Lawrence/Douglas 
County planni~g staff. in January; a presentat~or: to t~e Jack
son County Missoun Storm Water CommlsslOn m July; 
Land owner information programs in April and May at 
Strong City, Topeka, Lawrence and Overland Park: Con
tinuing Legal Education seminars were presented m May 
and June, at Wichita, Topeka, Lawrence and Overland Park. 
We spoke to KU students enrolled in an Urban Planning
environmental planning course in November. We presented 
a legal education course on conservation easements at the 
annual conference of Kansas Lawyers Title Association in 
Overland Park in August. We also hosted two focus groups 
for business leaders in Lawrence in the fall. 

New Merchandise 
We are proud to offer three new varieties of note cards for 
sale featuring Flint Hills scenes beautifully presented in 
artwork contributed by Lisa Grossman. And we were able 
to give donors to our Flint Hills Preservation Fund a copy 
of the Homage to the Flint Hills art book. 

Developing Funding 
KLT worked hard with many others to develop public fund
ing for preservation of important lands in Kansas. We par
ticipated in many meetings with representatives of other 
land trusts, local, state and federal agencies and elected of
ficials. We also provided testimony to the Kansas legisla
ture about our Flint Hills projects through the Farm and 

2004 Easement Activity 

Completed 
Inquiries & 

Total 
County 

Easements 
Acres Easements Acres 

Acres 
in Process 

Allen 1 320 320 

Chase 2 10,914 10,914 

Cowley 2 9,000 9,000 

Crawford 1 160 160 

Douglas 10 462 8 584 1,046 

Edwards 1 + + 

Geary 3 949 949 

Harvey 1 40 40 

Jefferson 2 523 2 440+ 963+ 

Johnson 1 58 3 290 348 

Labette 1 75 75 

Leavenworth 3 1,443+ 1,443+ 

Linn 1 240 1 500 740 

McPherson 1 115 115 

Miami 1 800 1 55 855 

Neosho 1 2,000 2,000 

Osage 1 53 53 

Reno 1 + + 

Riley 1 40 3 356+ 396+ 

Russell 1 + + 

Saline 1 20 2 670 690 

Sedgwick 2 347 347 

Shawnee 3 442 442 

Sumner 1 1,300 1,300 

Wabaunsee 1 24 1 240 264 

Out of State 1 1 120 120 

25 counties 20 3,520 46 29,060+ 32,580+ 

Ranch Lands Protection Program. We are proud to be a 
conservation partner with the Kansas Livestock Associa
tion - Ranchland Trust; The Nature Conservancy - Kansas 
Chapter; the Sunflower Land Trust; Farm Bureau; the 
Governor's office; the Kansas Department of Wildlife and 
Parks; the Kansas Conservation Commission; the Natural 
Resource and Conservation Service (NRCS); the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA); Lawrence City 
Commission; Douglas County Commission and others. 

Our efforts are focused on a few fronts: (1) enhancing 
federal funding for conservation easements in Kansas; (2) 
developing state funds to serve as a match for purchasing 
conservation easements through the Farm and Ranch Lands 
Protection Program, and (3) developing local funds for pres
ervation in Douglas County. Our collective efforts with 
many of our partners in 2004 are beginning to reap ben
efits for 2005 and 2006. Additional federaI funding was 
awarded to Kansas in 2005 through the Grassland Reserve 
Program and the Kansas Legislature funded the match for 
one FRPP project submitted by KLT in their 2006 budget. 
The continued development of public funding for preser
vation in Kansas will further our mission and is an impor
tant part of our work. 

Thank you for your support and confidence in our perma
nent preservation of Kansas lands. We deeply appreciate 
your continued. interest in expanding our o'ppo.rtunitie~ to 
serve our miSSIon! And we take great pnde m workmg 
alongside you to leave a legacy of protected lands in Kan
sas. 
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When we reached Eureka, they told us just to follow the 
River Road north. The week before two people had men
tioned that for spring loveliness, Greenwood County in 
April was the place to be in Kansas, and we'd arrived in 
Eureka, the county seat, and asked the first person we en
countered where we could locate loveliness. The weather, 
when we started out, was uncertain-grey clouds laid out 
above us in ridges, shifting into sinuous whales and dol
phins, but they dissolved into pale blue lagoons until now, 
at noon, the sky was an ocean of turquoise with floating 
white islands. 

We took Thirteenth Street out of town. Quickly it be
came a country blacktop angling its way north. Redbuds 
claimed both sides of the road. Hardly shy, they announce 
themselves flamboyantly every spring with dense fuchsia 
sprays-in backyards, parks, woods. Redbuds drifted along 
the River Road and into the woods, their fuchsia splashing 
against the still brown branches of other trees. They pooled 
their magenta shadows in valleys. Kansans know redbuds 
well. They are annual visitors, yet the audacity and gaiety 
of their color always takes me by surprise. They arrive like 
relatives we'd forgotten until they show up at the door again 
with unexpected presents. On this mid-April day, against 
the sky's blue or against a greening field, the redbuds' fuch
sia glowed with neon intensity. Soft white hummocks of 
wild plums complemented the flashy redbuds, beaming 
like beacons from the edge of woods and in the ditches. 
Fields spread with henbit gave them a lavender haze. 

~1X!NS1X!S I£1X!NID lliRJIDSRF, IN@. IDE@EMBERJ 3ili, 2004 

BALAN@ESHEET 

ASSETS 
@ASHAND @ASH EQUIVALENTS 
FIXED ASSETS 
TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES 
TOTAL @IDRRENT LIABILITIES 

EQUITY 
EQUITY RESTRICTED FRPP 
EQUITY RESTRI@TED GRANTS 
EQUITY STEWARDSHIP FUND 
EQUITY UNRESTRICTED 
TOTAL EQUITY 

TOTAL LIABILITES AND EQUITY 

INCOME STATEMENT 

RE@EIPTS 
@ONTRIBUTIONS 
FLINT HILLS FUND @ONTRIBUTIONS 
GRANTS 
STEWARDSHIP FUND 
INTEREST INCOME 
MER@HANDISE 
TOTAL RE@EIPTS 

EXPENDITURES 
OPERATING 
FLINT HILLS FUND EXPENSES 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

NETIN@OME 

$111,478.30 
$ 1,682.00 
$U3,ili60.30 

$ 2,U9.79 

$ 27,017.45 
$ 20,000.00 
$ 50,973.50 
$ 13,049.56 
$Ul,040.S1 

$U3,160.30 

$53,212.00 
$ 8,455.00 
$32,003.50 
$27,133.33 
$ 830.17 
$ 1,338.70 

$122,9712.70 

$111,253.95 
$ 4,426.28 

$US,680.23 

$ 7,292.47 

Around a bend, and we came to 
a one-room school house, once a bea
con on the crest of a small hill. Its 
asphalt-shingled roof sagged; its pane-less windows 
gapped to weather and birds; its outhouse tilted in back, 
but its limestone walls remained aligned, securing its place 
in the landscape. Below the school house, the River Road 
crossed a shallow creek via a double-arched bridge. I held 
down the barbed wire fence and scrambled down the bank 
to see its reflection, two perfect circles side-by-side in the 
clear water. Only a slight tremble disturbed them where 
the creek ambled over slates. I might have heard children's 
voices in its rippling. 

A black willow also arched over the creek. Its roots 
clutched the low bank, creating a gnarled and complex ar
chitecture of cavities. Waiting for leaves, its heavy branches 
were frowsy with pale yellow catkins. One fell as I watched, 
dimpling the clear water and spinning away through one 
of the bridge's portals to an unseen destination. On the other 
bank, cows' hooves had sunk small silent wells into the 
moist earth. Prairie grasses, stiff and bent from the burden 
of winter, thrashed around the school house, but here out 
of the wind, by the bridge, small flowers-violets and rose 
verbena-hunkered down, returning colors subtly and 
surely to the earth. Further along down River Road, we 
met the creek again as it threaded a winding way through 
tangles of shrubs and trees on its way to Fall River, after 
which our road was named. But catching a glimpse of the 
river, swifter and more certain, its banks steeper and its 
water muddier, gathering together the clear waters of many 
creeks, we felt it seemed less accessible than this one small 
creek. 

Leaving river behind, we reached a crossroads, with the 
small, square Norwegian Lutheran Church set on one cor
ner. The towering sky and spreading fields seemed pinned 
down to this one corner. Behind its white fence, the church 
was cared for and cherished, immaculate and gleaming in 
the day's bright light. Alongside it, a collection of granite 
monuments was laid out in tidy rows; someone was still 
concerned to know the genealogies of everyone, including 
those born in 1815. But for now, the wild turkeys, strutting 
into the cemetery, iridescent in their spring finery, were in 
charge. 

More bends in the road and we approached the Flint 
Hills and open range. We realized that the cloud now bil
lowing all aIong the bowed horizon was smoke from burn
offs. Turkey vultures hung high above us, and then slipped 
across the sky like vanishing brush~marks on damp rice 
paper. We drove between dense green fields to the east and 
dense black fields to the west. In the green fields, horses 
stood patiently silhouetted; in the charred fields, cedar trees 
appeared as snuffed candles. We felt we'd passed into an 
abstract painting until we saw smoke creeping up the road
side embankment, and beneath the smoke was the nibbling 
fire. The flames slithered together like a snake's scales, flick
ering as they uncoiled and converted grass into ash. We 
were moving along the edge of the burn; now the air, not 
the sky, was blue and palpable. 

Emerging from Greenwood County, we knew we had 
been in touch with the all the elements-earth, water, fire, 
air-on this spring day. We rolled down the windows and 
let the meadowlarks sing in to celebrate loveliness. 
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Mark your calendars! 
Kansas Land Trust invites you to two events in June: 

-On June 10, from 5 to 8 p.m. at the Lawrence Arts 
Center, KLT will host a reception for members and 
friends to view the traveling art exhibit Homage to 
the Flint Hills. Refreshments will be served. 
5:30 - Flint Hills lore by landowner Jan Jantzen & cow
boy poetry by Ron Wilson 
6:30 - "From Grassroots to a Kansas Legacy" featur
ing former Governor Mike Hayden, Secretary of Kan
sas Dept. of Wildlife & Parks; Kelly Kindscher, KLT 
President; and RoxAnne Miller, KLT Executive Di
rector. 

-On June 18, at 1 p.m., KLT will hold its annual Wild
flower Walk at Akin Prairie near Lawrence. Dr. Kelly 
Kindscher will discuss the biological diversity of this 
gem of prairie, and teach guests to identify the many 
wildflowers that blanket the prairie at this time of 
year. 

Directions to Akin Prairie: from K-10 east of 
Lawrence, turn south on Douglas County 1057. Go 
two miles, then turn west on 1150 Road, and go ap
proximately .4 mile. Look for KLT signs. A gate to 
the prairie is on the south side of 1150 Road; you may 
park along the side of the road. 

~992:-9i7099 S)I 

Clay Blair, Kenneth Bawn and KLT President Kelly Kindscher 
participated in the May 1 dedication of a conservation 
easement on 58 acres of riparian forest along the Blue River 
in Johnson County. See page 1 for more information. 
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Hansas Laid Trus. 
Stezvardship~otes 

The ingsbury Family Foundation: 
a conservation leader in Kansas 
By Barbara Watkins 

The Kingsbury Family Foundation 
looks back to Kansas's past, as well 
as forward to its future. The mis
sion of this charitable foundation 
is to "fund research and research
related activities that promote the 
conservation of the plants, animals, 
and natural communities indig
enous to Kansas." 

Native Kansan Steve Kingsbury, 
who created this foundation, grew 
up on a wheat farm south of 
Abilene, near Carlton. His grand
parents, who lived initially in a sod 
house, were the first family mem
bers to farm in Kansas. Their farm 
grew in size to 380 acres, with 
fields, meadows, and a pond. 

Living on a farm quite distant 
from even a paved road, Steve 
spent most of his childhood out
doors. His daughter Stacey 
Kingsbury comments, "I think be
ing outside and working the land 
greatly influenced his love for the 
outdoors and nature." 

Steve Kingsbury attended Kansas 
State University - where he claimed 
to spend more time playing bridge 
and poker than studying - for both 
his undergraduate and graduate 
degrees. He first worked for 
Folgers Coffee in Kansas City in its 
marketing department and eventu
ally started his own consulting 
firm. 

Although Steve became a suc
cessful businessman, he was still a 
Kansas farm boy - unpretentious 
and as excited by the natural world 
as by a great business deal. 
Throughout his career, he donated 
to organizations such as the Nature 

Steve and Stacey Kingsbury. Steve created the Kingsbury Foundation in 2000; after 
his death in 2002, his daughter Stacey took over as president of the foundation. 

Conservancy and Sierra Club. He 
knew that he eventually wanted to 
do more. When Steve sold his com
pany in 2000, he used a large por
tion of the proceeds to start the 
Kingsbury Foundation. 

While he wanted the Foundation 
to promote environmental conser
vation, it took two years of discus
sions to crystallize a vision. As the 
family discussed this vision, it be
came clear that they wanted to limit 
the geographic scope of their giv
ing and to play an active role in 
choosing the projects to fund. 

Because of their education, expe
rience, and personal commitment 
to environmental issues, Steve's 
daughters Stacey Kingsbury and 
Bridget Donaldson have taken an 

active part in the Foundation al
most from the beginning. Since 
Steve's death in late 2002, their 
roles have expanded. Stacey and 
Bridget both have undergraduate 
degrees in biology. Bridget has a 
graduate degree in conservation 
biology and Stacey in environmen
tal management. As Stacey says, "I 
think we both followed this path 
because we wanted to grow up and 
save the world - or at least a small 
part of it." 

They have both worked for Heri
tage Programs, the Nature Conser
vancy-initiated program to study, 
track, and conserve rare species 
and significant natural communi
ties. Stacey served as an informa-

continued on page 3 



Stewarasftip !Slates 

Published quarterly by the 
KANSAS lAND TRUST 

16 E. 13th St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

785-749-3297 
roxanne.miller@klt.org 

www.klt.org 
~ 

Sponsor Member, LAND TRUST ALLIANCE 

Editor: RoxAnne Miller 
Designer: Lynn Byczynski 

Mission Statement: liThe Kansas 
Land Trust is a nonprofit orga
riization that profects and pre
serves lands of ecological/ scenic, 
historic, agricultural,. or recre
ational sigiUfican<::e in Kansas." 
As a land trust, the organization 
uses a variety of long-term land 
protection niechani:;;ms but pri
marily accepts conservatltm 
easements from willing land
owners. Conservation ease
ments are legal agreements by 
whichJandowners voluntarily 
restrict the type and amount of 
use permittea on their property. 
The ~ansas Land Trust (KLT)is 
tax-exempt as described in Sec
tion 501 (c)(3).0£ the. ~nternal 
Revenue CCld~; Donations of 
ea~emenfs or land to KLT for 
conservation purposes .may 
have potet:ttia1ta,x benefits for 
donors. KLT is funded by indi
vidual contributors, private 
foundations, corporations, and 
governmentagendes. 

Board of Directors: 

Kelly Kindschet, President 
donna luckey, Vice President 
Beverley J. Worster, Treasurer 
Sandra Shaw, Secretary 

Lynn Byczynski 
Julie Elfving 
Catherine Hauber 
Che!siHayden 
Jonathau Kahn 
Bryan Welch 

RoxAnne Miller, Executive 
Director 

Sarah Cross, ConserVation 
. Associate 
Jeannie Houts, Administrative 

Assistant 

OUTLOOK 
by RoxAnne Miller 

KLT Executive Director 

We have dedicated many hours to the Flint 
Hills so far this year -- we have launched a 
long, but critical effort to meet the goal of 
protecting 2 million acres of this unique 
landscape. 

We are working on two Flint Hills conser
vation easement purchases: a 200-acre 
easement in Riley County and a SOO-acre 
easement in Morris County. The Riley 
County easement nears closing and the 
Morris County easement is moving very 
quickly. 

Just this spring we received NRCS ap
proval to purchase the SOO-acre Morris 
County ranch easement under the Farm & 
Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP). 

Dalliance of Butterflies 
After Walt Whitman 

One monarch lifts up alone, 
above the glistening lake, 
bright spume, floating 
into solo choreography, 
pirouetting in space, 
fluttering to rhythms 
set in distant forests. 
Conjured from the water 
and from air, comes another, 
doubling color, motion, 
twirling twining looping, 
a pas de deux multiplied 
upon the lake's surface. 
Lifting together, circling 
bending bowing, they trip 
casually toward destiny. 

Within one month of the approval, the 
Kansas Legislature funded the 2S% match 
for the easement purchase. 

While working on these easements, we 
held two inspiring events in conjunction 
with the Homage to the Flint Hills travel
ing art exhibit. In Manhattan and 
Lawrence, more than 600 people attended 
receptions to view the 37 works of art and 
to listen to KLT's presentation on Flint 
Hills preservation. We completed the 
fundraising for the 2S% match of the Riley 
County easement. 

All of our work is accomplished through 
your generosity and our collective efforts 
to reach our goal! 

Hummingbirds 

As compact as walnuts, 
they tuck their feet in 
to fly and set their wings 
to whirring out of sight. 
Poised for a sip, they'll 
let you see an eye, small 
as a honeysuckle seed, 
but even garden-variety 
metaphors are elusive 
when you try imagining 
the impeccable arrangement 
of the hummingbird's 
interior: the bones, lungs, 
and tiny palpitating heart. 

Stewardship Notes Kansas Land Trust, Summer 2005 Page 2 



Kingsbury Foundation ... 
continued from page 1 

tion manager for the Connecticut program and 
Bridget as a researcher for the Tennessee Valley Au
thority program. 

Bridget is now an environmental scientist with the 
Virginia Department of Transportation, where she 
studies the use of wildlife crossings under roads and 
highways. Her next project will be to identify critical 
locations for future crossings. 

Stacey is an environmental consultant for a small 
consulting firm in Blacksburg, Virginia. Her work fo
cuses on helping develop technical guidance and 
training related to environmental remediation issues 
for regulators and others in the environmental com
munity. 

Bridget now serves as the Foundation's treasurer 
and Stacey as president. They report that, as they have 
become more involved in running the foundation, 
they have had to learn things such as tax reporting 
and other rules and regulations. They have also de
veloped grant guidelines, expanded networking with 
other foundations, and conceptualized a Foundation 
website. As Stacey says, "Now we just need to find 
more time in our lives to do everything we want to 
do!" 

When Stacey was working for the Heritage Program 
in the 1990s, she was involved in helping create and 
analyze Geographic Information Systems (GIS) natu
ral-resource data layers. This experience taught her 
that GIS can be one of the most important tools for 
conservation. With GIS, multiple layers of informa
tion can be overlain and analyzed systematically. The 
resulting information can be used to identify conser
vation priorities. Since the Foundation began fund
ing GIS mapping work for the Kansas Land Trust 
(KLT), the organization has collected and mapped a 
wealth of information helpful in evaluating natural 
features of several regions of the state. 

Stacey loves to see and experience the farms and 
wide-open spaces of Kansas. In the summer of 2002, 
with Randy Rodgers and Ken Brunson of the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife and Parks, she and her father 
toured habitat for lesser prairie chickens in south-cen
tral and southwest Kansas. Seeing the native plants 
and animals of the Kansas landscape through the eyes 
of those who know it intimately was an amazing ex
perience. Her next goal is to visit the Cheyenne Bot
toms to 90 birding during spring migration. 

Stacey s love for the Kansas landscape is tempered 
by her concerns for its future; for example, suburban 
sprawl causes loss of farmland and fragments native 
habitats, impacts species populations and native com
munities, and typically degrades water quality due 
to runoff. The Foundation's concern for habitat deg
radation in western Kansas has prompted its support 
for studies that show how agriculture and habitat can 
co-exist and for projects that support native-grass re
establishment. 

Steve Kingsbury's love for the Kansas prairie and 

his vision for its future continues, through the 
Kin9sbury Family Foundation, guided by his daugh
ters energetic and informed leadership. 
The Kansas Land Trust is extremely grateful to the 
Kingsbury Family Foundation for its vision and its 
support of KLT by funding the development of a GIS 
database, conservation education programs, and 
other conservation easement research. The 
Kingsbury Family Foundation's support has signifi
cantly contributed to the growth and development 
of the Kansas Land Trust, resulting in more effective 
preservation of important Kansas lands. 

LT welcomes two 
new staff members 
KLT is proud to announce the addition of two important people 
to our staff, Jeannie Houts and Sarah Cross. Jeannie is working 
mornings and Sarah is working afternoons. Here's a little in
troduction to help you get to know them! 

Sarah Cross will work with the 
Kansas Land Trust as a part-time 
conservation associate while she 
completes her graduate studies 
in Urban Planning at the Univer
sity of Kansas. Her primary area 
of focus is in environmental and 
land use planning. She became 
interested in environmental 
work after taking an environ
mental history course at KD. Sa
rah said, "! am excited to be at 
KLT because I will play an active 
role in preserving sensitive eco
systems, one of my passions." 
She previously worKed as the 
Environmental Programs and 

Research Coordinator at the Golf Course Superintendents As
sociation of America. 

Jeannie Houts joins the Kansas 
Land Trust as a part-time Ad
ministrative Assistant. She had 
recently worked with the De
partment of Ecology and Evolu
tionary Biology at the University 
of Kansas as an Administrative 
Specialist and Graduate Coordi
nator. She holds a B.A. in Envi
ronmental Studies from KU 
where her coursework included 
Biology, Field Ecology and Envi
ronmental Planning. 

The addition of these two staff members is a milestone for KLT, 
which has previously functioned with only one full-time staff 
member and occasional student interns. Their presence in the 
office and their work significantly expand the preservation work 
that can be accomplished by KLT. 
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You're invited to an easelllent dedication 
Buck Creek Easement Dedication 
Jefferson County, Kansas 
1 p.m., Saturday, October 1, 2005 

Come and enjoy the great outdoors with the Kansas Land Trust. KLT will be holding an easement dedication for the public at 1 p.m. 
in Jefferson County along Buck Creek. Two conservation easements preserve over 520 acres of land that includes riparian woodlands, 
Buck Creek, floodplain, watershed, rock outcrops, grasslands and prime agricultural soils. Refreshments will be served after a walk 
along Buck Creek. 

Directions from Lawrence, Kansas: From East Lawrence 1-70 exit and intersection with Highway 24/59 North: North on Highway 24 
West/59 North out of Lawrence (about 8.7 miles) to where Highway 59 North turns to Oskaloosa; Right or North on Highway 59 
North to 35th Street (about 2.9 miles-look for Kansas Land Trust sign at this intersection); Right or East on 35th Street (winding road) 
to Buck Creek Road (about 2.2 miles); Left or North on Buck Creek Road (about 0.5 miles). Look for the Kansas Land Trust signs on 
right side of road, there will be off road parking in a field that will be marked. 

Kansas Land Trust will have a car you can follow from the Kansas Land Trust office at 16 East 13th Street, Lawrence, KS. We will leave 
the KLT parking lot at 12:15. For more information call KLT at 749-3297 or e-mail:Roxanne.miller@KLT.org. 

KLT IS BUYING CONSERVATION EASEMENTS 
If you own Flint Hills native grasslands and would like to be compensated for permanently pro
tecting your precious lands, please fill out the form below and mail it to us. We would love to 
work with you to accomplish your dream! 

Name: __________________________________________________________ _ 
Address: ____________________________________________________ _ 
City: __________ State: Zip: ________ _ 
Home Tel # Office Tel # ________ _ 
Land description: Number of Acres _____________ County, Kansas. 

Please send me more information about the opportunity to sell a permanent conservation easement on my 
Flint Hills land. 

Return to: Kansas Land Trust, 16 East 13th Street, Lawrence, KS 66044 



Rose Bacon first saw the Flint Hills when
she was 12 years old and her father
brought her to Kansas to buy cattle for

their farm in northeast Iowa.
“I fell in love with the Flint Hills,” she said.

“When we left, I told Dad ‘This is where I
belong.’”

Rose grew up and married Kent Bacon,
whose family also farmed in northeast Iowa.
On their honeymoon, they visited the Flint
Hills. After Kent returned from military service
in Vietnam, the Bacons started farming with
their families, raising cattle, hogs, sheep and
crops. But they never lost interest in the Flint
Hills, and when they decided to focus on cattle
ranching in 1986, they came to Kansas to look
for land. They found the perfect place -  524
rolling acres of tallgrass prairie outside Council
Grove. It took five years to acquire the ranch,
but in 1991, the Bacons officially became Flint
Hills cattle ranchers and the RK Cattle
Company was born.

“We have loved it ever since,” Rose said.
The Bacons want to insure that their land will

be preserved as undeveloped ranchland in per-
petuity. They are in the process of putting 500

Ranchers work with KLT to preserve land
Flint Hills working ranch is our next conservation easement purchase

notesstewardship
Winter 2005

Volume 16,  Number 3

The Quarterly Newsletter of the Kansas Land Trust

Above: Four MIle Creek, one of three creeks running through the RK Cattle Company.
Below: The land includes some of the most scenic vistas in the Flint Hills.

continued on page 3
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acres into a conservation easement. Working
through the Kansas Land Trust, they are partic-
ipating in an easement-purchase program
offered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
called the Farm and Ranchland Protection
Program. The FRPP pays landowners 50% of
the value of development rights to land; an
additional 25% of that value is donated by the

The day began in mist, the sun a pearl in the
oyster-colored sky. Driving out of Lawrence,

we swam through haze. The horizon was dif-
fuse; trees wavered like seaweed; the shadows
of birds passing overhead might
have had fins. We headed deep into
the Inland Sea. Plateaus of fog
loomed before us.

Outside of Council Grove, the
haze started to evaporate, leaving
the grasses glistening in waves
alongside the road. The land,
swelling and rolling away from us,
shared the look of ocean. There was no mistak-
ing vulture, however, dissecting a carcass mid-
road, or red-tail, flapping as it lifted off from a
fence post, or sumac blazing on a ridge, con-
tributing to the mist’s burn-off. By the time we
arrived at Rose and Kent Bacon’s 500-acre R &
K Cattle Co., the horizon had re-appeared, and
the difference between blue and green defini-
tively demarcated.

Rose and Kent, hard-working Flint Hills
ranchers, had cattle to move and cattle to feed
and cattle to doctor, and while they worked,
they graciously allowed us to wander their land.
We set out with an aerial map of the land,
fences and creeks delineated by Rose in con-
trasting colors. On foot, now, we waded back
behind house, barn, and cattle corrals through
pasture fescue, to Four Mile Creek, which

unwinds diagonally through the Bacons’ ranch.
The woods up ahead gave the creek’s pres-
ence away. A community of deciduous Kansas
trees—walnut, dogwood, redbud, box elder,

hackberry, cottonwood, sycamore,
honey locust, silver maple, bitternut
hickory, Kentucky coffee bean, hedge—
edged the running water. They had
grown up together, columnar trunks
and contorted trunks, their leaves, a
diversity of shapes and shades, inter-
mingled. Following the creek, we
walked among them, with the patterned

light falling around us, anticipating the leaves
which would be falling later.

Although Rose had told us that Four Mile
Creek could flood the pastures up to their
house, here the wooded banks and limestone
ledges held it in place. Filtered by gravel and
chert, it swirled clear, opening into pools of
deep teal. Cricket frogs leapt like tiddely-winks
among the stones, while sulfur butterflies flirted
and twirled above the water. A great blue heron
had been stalking fish here earlier this morning
and marked the creek bed bottom with her
three-toed prints.

We crossed on gravel and stones, and
climbed the ridge west of Four Mile Creek. On
the highest knob, we turned full circle. The land,
untilled, untrimmed, swooped around us. We
felt that from such a vantage point, we could

map the world—the creek to the east marked
by its clustering trees, to the north another
crease dark with trees signifying a spring-fed
brook, a buffalo wallow scooped out of the
grass to the south. The grasses—little
bluestem, Indian grass, side-oats and hairy
grama—rippled with wind. Catching light, their
seed heads might have been flecks of foam.
Specks of blooming asters still floated amongst
the grasses, and the blue wild indigo with its
bulging and rattling seedpods was adrift
amongst them, like flotsam. The lone hawk
soaring so high overhead we could not distin-
guish its features might have been a magnifi-
cent frigatebird.

The ridge, on our descent, was in shade,
which revealed fall’s sunset colors more vividly,
allowing the grasses to glow like embers. We
headed for the spring and brook we’d seen
from the top of the knob and found ourselves
meandering with this trickling water. We
stepped back and forth across it as it spun its
transparent thread out, dripping down, down,
over mossy stones into clear pools beneath a
cross-hatching of branches to a convergence
with Four Mile Creek. Examining a small rock,
my friend pointed to the imprint of scallop shells
and a length of spine—a small sea snake from
the Pennsylvanian. We were still in the Inland
Sea where we realized that life went
on being shaped by water. 

Flint Hills Ranch continued from page 1

Page 3

placeSenses of
Mid-Day, Mid-Fall, R & K Cattle Co., Morris County

by Elizabeth Schultz

Scenic views of the valley of Four Mile Creek from the Bacon Ranch offer a view of up
to 20 miles or more.

“Preserving this 
idyllic ranch is a

great example of the
power behind the
FRPP program.”

continued on page 4
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landowner and the final 25% raised locally. KLT worked with the Kansas
Legislature to win funding for the local share of the Bacon easement. The
contract is expected to be finalized in early 2006.

“Preserving this idyllic ranch is a great example of the power behind
the FRPP program,” said RoxAnne Miller, executive director of the
Kansas Land Trust.  “It accomplishes protection of critical grasslands,
compensates the landowner, and also allows
the ranching culture to live on.  Through proj-
ects like the Bacon Ranch, we will accom-
plish our goal of preserving 2 million acres of
Flint Hills land in Kansas.”

The Bacons agree that their ranch truly is
special. “Our land lies beautifully,” Rose
said, “and we have been told we could sell off
parcels of it for ranchettes and make a for-
tune. But that’s not what we want to do. We
want to see it remain ranchland. We’re happy
that because of the ranch management plan
that is part of the easement, not only will it
stay as agricultural ranchland, it also will stay as ranchland that is well-
managed.”

Rose cites as an example of management the bottomland that runs
along Four-Mile Creek. When she and Kent bought the ranch,
that land had been farmed even though frequent flooding
washed away the soil. Some of the ground had been seeded to

fescue, a tame grass, but the remaining bottomland was a weed-filled
wasteland. The Bacons seeded the rest of the bottomground to fescue,
which provides a thick grass buffer, where floods have no detrimental
effect. 

Just as the tame grass needs management, so do the native pastures
because, left alone, trees will eventually grow up and shade out the grass-

es. Their management plan calls for the
prairie to be burned yearly, unless there have
been drought conditions, to prevent the
growth of cedars and other woody plants. 

The Flint Hills are the last remaining ves-
tige of a tallgrass prairie that once covered
140 million acres of North America. In most
places, prairie was plowed for cropland. The
Flint Hills, protected by rocky outcroppings
of limestone and chert, commonly called
flintrock, remained in native tallgrass prairie.
Grazing cattle is the use that best suits these
hilly grasslands of central Kansas.

A WORKING RANCH
The Bacons operate what is known as a stocker-backgrounder opera-

tion. They take calves that are just weaned and keep them on pasture from
two months to five months, putting between 100 and 300 pounds on each
of them. When the cattle leave the Bacons’ ranch, they go either to a

A management plan calls for the prairie to be burned annually to promote plant diversity and prevent the growth of woody plants. This practice
illustrates the landowners dedication to range management.

The Flint Hills are the
last remaining vestige
of a tallgrass prairie
that once covered 
140 million acres of

North America.

Flint Hills Ranch continued from page 3

Page 4

continued on page 5

P
ho

to
 b

y 
C

ar
ol

yn
 Y

ou
ng

KS Land Trust cc2  11/30/05  2:22 PM  Page 4



Flint Hills Ranch continued from page 4

stockyard or to wheat pasture to continue fat-
tening. 

“It’s a complicated, high-risk area of the
cattle business,” Rose said, explaining that
newly weaned calves are susceptible to ill-
ness and stress. Their job is to vaccinate the
young animals and get them trained to  the
ways of feed bunks, electric fences and water
troughs. “We are the elementary school of the
cattle world.” 

Each year, the Bacons handle as many as 1,000 calves, both their own
and custom calves which they raise for other ranchers who are not set up
with facilities to wean their calves, or those who have less grass for the
calves. The calves come in early spring, mid-spring and fall. “We have
calves coming and going all year round,” Rose said.

Kent and Rose manage the ranch by themselves, now that their two
children are grown. Horses are their main equipment, and they do spend

much of their time riding horseback across
the prairie, looking like the archetypal cow-
boy.

But Rose and Kent are not the strong-but-
silent type seen on film. They love to talk to
people about ranching and about land stew-
ardship, and to that end they have opened
their ranch to many visitors. The Council
Grove Convention and Visitors Bureau
schedules bus tours to their ranch, where the

Bacons will show tourists their land and cattle and explain the ranching
business. “They ask a million questions,” Rose said. “People are fasci-
nated by ranching.”  Often the visits culminate in a reading of Rose’s
cowboy poetry on the deck of their house.

As the Bacons’ conservation easement moves toward completion, their
appreciation for the process grows. “At first we were leery,” Rose said.

Shady riparian woodlands border the creeks that wind through the ranch.

Page 5

“I can’t say enough
good about KLT...

We liked the idea that
KLT is managed, 

funded and founded
in Kansas”

continued on page 6
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“We felt like “We’re ranchers and nobody can tell us what to do with our
land.’” But they have come to realize that the conservation easement
doesn’t require them to do anything they wouldn’t want to do with their
land anyway. And it gives them a financial benefit here and now, as well
as the assurance that the beauty of their land will endure forever.

They also have been pleased with their relationship with Kansas Land
Trust. “I can’t say enough good about KLT,” Rose said. “We liked the
idea that KLT is managed, funded and founded in Kansas.”

“I think easements will become more and more of a tool here,” Rose

said. “Yes, it helps financially, but it’s also so important to preserve the
landscape and the agricultural value of the land. Nationwide, 1.2 million
acres of ag land per year are lost to development. I think easements are
tremendously important.”

For more information on the Bacons’ ranch tours, visit their web site:
www.flinthillsranch.com or email them at rkcattle@excite.com.

For more information on the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection
Program, contact the Kansas Land Trust, 16 East 13th Street, Lawrence,
KS 66044, 785-749-3297.

As many as 1,000 calves each year graze on the lush prairie at RK Cattle Company. The Bacons also host tours of their working
ranch.

Flint Hills Ranch continued from page 5

Page 6

Make a contribution: Preserve Your Flint Hills Land…

preserving the flint hills?how can you be a part of

If you own significant Flint Hills property
and would like to apply for future funding 
for the sale of a conservation easement, 

please contact KLT.

RoxAnne Miller, Executive Director
Kansas Land Trust, Inc., 16 East 13th Street, Lawrence, KS 66044

785-749-3297 • Email: RoxAnne.Miller@KLT.org

If you are interested in helping fund the 
preservation of the Flint Hills prairie, please send

your contribution to the address below.  
To the extent allowed by law, your contribution

is tax deductible.
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The Quarterly Newsletter of the Kansas L.and Trust 

Annual Report 
January 1 through December 31, 2005 

Miss~on ~tat~men~: The Kansas Land Trust is a non-profit organization that protects and preserves lands of ecological 
sceniC, hlstonc, agncultural, or recreational significance in Kansas. ' 

Highlights of 2005 
2005 marked another year of contin

ued growth. We tripled the number of 
acres of conservation easement 
inquiries from landowners, more peo
ple contributed to KLT and our mem
bership continues to increase. KLT 
completed our first purchased conser-

-tion easement in the Flint Hills and 
'11pleted a donated easement in the 

Kansas City Metro Area. 

140 guests enjoyed a great home
cooked meal and a program in the his
toric Territorial Capitol with environ
mental historian Donald Worster. 

In April 2005, KLT celebrated the 
dedication of the Blair conservation 
easement in Johnson County with a 
nature walk and a barbecue picnic host
ed by Kenneth and Ann Baum. In June 
2005, we held the annual Akin prairie 
walk in Douglas County. 

§' In conjunction with the opening of the 
-f:. "Homage to the Flint Hills" art 
5, exhibit, KLT hosted a reception and 
e rn program at the Manhattan Arts Center 
c;, in April and at the Lawrence Arts 
.0 

-§ Center in June. KLT also spoke at the 

A 205-acre parcel north of Manhattan is the first piece of land to be 
protected by KLT with a purchased conservation easement. 

5: opening reception of the exhibit in 
Emporia in September. Through these 
receptions, KLT was able to describe 
our vision for protecting this unique 
feature of our state to over 500 people. 

Landowners showed remarkable 
interest in preserving their lands, with 
more easement inquiries than ever 
before. These lands are dispersed 
throughout the state as reflected in the 
table on page 3 of this newsletter. We 
now serve landowners who donate 
conservation easements and we can 
offer to purchase easements in the 
Flint Hills. KLT believes this combi- L-________________________ ---1 

acres, plus ongoing work on 15 easements-in
process covering over 8100 acres. During the 
year, representatives of KLT visited properties in 
Douglas, Jefferson, Leavenworth, Morris, Riley, 
Pottawatomie and Sedgwick counties to assess 
conservation values on lands with easement 
inquiries. We also monitored all of our easement 
properties to ensure that easement restrictions 
were being followed. 

nation of donated and purchased easements 
offers tremendous value for Kansas. 

KLT hosted five events and gave six seminars 
or presentations during 2005 reaching over 
1,050 people all together. 

We are tremendously grateful for the generos
ity of KLT donors through general funds, grants 
and stewardship contributions. 2005 was a 
resounding success because you enabled us to 
respond to the demand for our services. 

Easement Activity 
KLT accepted two new easements in 2005, 

protecting an additional 205 acres in Riley 
County and 120 acres in the Kansas City Metro 

·ea. The Riley County easement was the first 
nLT easement purchase and was the very first 
Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program 
easement in Kansas! During 2005 we respond
ed to 42 new easement inquiries on over 87,300 

Events 
KLT hosted five events in 2005, including a 

dinner, nature walks, receptions and programs 
attended by over 750 people. They have brought 
our members and easement donors together to 
celebrate the places we protect and helped edu
cate more Kansans to better understand and 
appreciate the benefits of land conservation. 

In February 2005, we held our annual old-fash
ioned Community Supper in Lecompton. Our 

Financial Report 
The KLT Board of Directors is committed to 

ensuring the sound fiscal management of funds. 
Mize, Houser & Company conducted the annual 
audit and reported on April 19, 2005 that the 
financial statements fairly present the cash, rev
enues and expenses for the year ending 
December 31,2004. Our funding continues to 
support our remarkable growth through increas
es in membership contributions, grants, and 
stewardship gifts. 

Grants 
In 2005, KLT began the critical work of con

servation easement research through a grant 
from the Kingsbury Family Foundation and 
gained approval for a similar grant in 2006. The 
Kingsbury Family Foundation also funded KLT 

COil tin lied un page 2 
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mission statement 
"The Kansas Land Trust is a nonprofit organ

ization that protects and preserves land of 
ecological, scenic, historic, agricultural, or 
recreational significance in Kansas." As a 
land trust, the organization uses a variety of 
long-tenn land protection mechanisms but pri
marily accepts conservation easements from 
willing landowners. Conservation easements 
are legal agreements by which landowners 
voluntarily restrict the type and amount of use 
pennitted on their property. The Kansas Land 
Trust (KLT) is tax-exempt as described in 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. Donations of easements or land to KLT 
for conservation purposes may have potential 
tax benefits for donors. KLT is funded by 
individual contributors, private foundations, 
corporations, and government agencies. 
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RoxAnne Miller, Executive Director 
Sarah Cross, Conservation Associate 
Jeannie Houts, Administrative Assistant 

Dear Kansas Land Trust Members & Friends: 

We are pleased to present the 2005 Kansas Land Trust Annual Report with its honor 
roll of donors and financial report. 

In 2005 we promoted conservation projects to more people and in more areas of the 
state. It is clear that landowners are very interested in easement purchase programs. 
Therefore, we invested significantly in expanding our easement purchase opportuni
ties. One program we work with is the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program 
(FRPP). KLT was proud to accept the first ever FRPP easement in Kansas and, with
out delay, we are working to complete a second! 

Our expanded education and outreach efforts brought greater awareness of conserva
tion opportunities. This outreach resulted in landowners contacting us about the pos
sibility of protecting over 95,000 acres in Kansas. By reaching out to a larger and more 
diverse audience with our newsletters, seminars and public presentations, KL T 
receives support from more people than ever. 

We appreciate your investment in conservation through contributions, grants and stew
ardship funding. Thank you for being the heart of KLT! We enjoy working for you and 
are proud to report another fabulous year of preserving important Kansas lands! 

Sincerely yours, 

Kelly Kindscher, 
President 

RoxAnne Miller, 
Executive Director 

Annual Report continued from page 1 

educational programs in 2005 through a University of Kansas subcontract. The Lawrence Kansas 
Chamber of Commerce provided a grant for administrative assistance for KLT's guidance with the 
county's EC02 program. EC02 is a unique public effort in Douglas County to combine funding and 
planning for economic development and open space preservation. The name for the program, EC02, 
was selected by residents to represent the exponential benefits to the community when investing in 
both economic development and preservation. KLT also participated in the Kansas Work Study 
Program, receiving funds for three interns. 

Staff, Volunteers & Board 
RoxAnne Miller continues as the Executive Director. KLT hired two part-time staff in 2005: Jeannie 

Houts serves as Administrative Assistant and Sarah Cross is our new Conservation Associate. Also, 
Erin Paden, Joshua Johnson, and Shay Brown provided assistance to KLT as interns. 

KLT receives valuable help from volunteers throughout the year. Volunteers assist with mailings, 
work at events, and draft or edit items for the newsletter. 

Two KLT Board members retired in 2005: Mark Gonzales, Community Market President for Capital 
City Bank and Sondra McCoy, a historian. KLT greatly appreciates their dedicated service to KLT. 
They contributed time, energy, resources and professional expertise. 

Communications 
KLT was proud to publish the first full-color edition of our newsletter, Stewardship Notes, Winter 

2005 issue. Bryan Welch, Publisher, and Carolyn Lang, Group Art Director of Ogden Publications Inc. 
contributed the new design and Carolyn Young provided photographs of one of the KLT Flint Hills 
projects for the issue. 

Education 
RoxAnne Miller, Executive Director, and Sarah Cross, Conservation Associate, attended the 2005 

Land Trust Alliance Rally in Madison, Wisconsin. They attended sessions or workshops on Leading a 
Land Trust, Media Relations, Buffering Military Bases, Creating a Fund Raising Plan, Board 

cominued on page 3 
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how can you be a part of 

If you are interested in helping fund the 
preservation of the Flint Hills prairie, please send your 

contribution to the KLT address on page 2. 
To the extent allowed by law, your contribution is tax 

deductible. 

~---------.------ .--

2005 Easement Activity 
I -Inquiries & I Inq & In 
, Completed Completed Easements in, Process CE 
.. County Easements CE Acres Process Acres 
Allen 320 

- --------_. -----, 
Butler 2 1,580 

Chase 8 4230+ 

70,000 

260 
~---.---

160 

: Decatur 180 

Douglas 10 465 8 545+ 

Franklin 68 

Total Acres 

320 

1,580 

4230+ 

7~,~~ 
260 I 

160 

180 

1,010 

68 

If you own significant Flint Hills property 
and would like to apply for future funding 
for the sale of a conservation easement, 

please contact KLT. 
-------~ 

~nnual R.eport comtinueCl from page 2 

Governance, and Developing Major Donors. Over 1,800 land trusts and other 
professionals attended the rally. 

Outreach 
RoxAnne Miller presented six educational seminars and other programs on 

conservation easements, reaching a collective audience of over 300 people 
during the year. These included two annual conferences: one held by the 
Kansas Land Title Association the other by the Kansas State Historical 
Society. In addition, she gave presentations to county planning commissions, 
county conservation districts, chambers of commerce, and university students. 

Merchandise & Gifts 
KLT continues to offer for sale five beautiful varieties of note cards featur

<ilg Lisa Grossman's Flint Hills landscapes and native wildflowers by Doug 
Guess. We offered a copy of the Homage to the Flint Hills art book to donors 
who gave to our Flint Hills Preservation Fund. New or renewing KLT mem
bers who gave $100 or more received The Kansas Landscape: Images from 
Home, a book of photographs by Mark Feiden and Edward C. Robison III. 

Developing Funding 
KLT dedicated many hours to developing public funding for preservation of 

lands in Kansas. We focused our efforts on enhancing federal, state, and local 
funding for the purchase of conservation easements in Kansas. 

The Lawrence/Douglas County Economic Development Board recom
mended funding $5 million for open space preservation in conjunction with 
each business park developed between 2005 and 2015. KLT continues to 
work with this board and others to develop funding for a similar long-term 
plan over the next 25 years. 

KLT was thrilled to be the first recipient of state funds to serve as the 25% 
match for a Farm & Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP) permanent con
servation easement. These state funds will support the protection of a 500-
acre working ranch in Morris County. We continued our efforts at the state 
level seeking an appropriation in the 2006 budget for the purchase of conser
vation easements. We supported HB 2566, introduced by Representative Tom 
Sloan to fund the purchase of conservation easements through a dedicated 
funding source. 

2005 has been the busiest year KLT has ever seen, with our little office lit
erally "humming" with activity. Much of this work reflects the executive 
director and board's proactive approach toward public education, planning 
orograms, and developing funding. We project that this investment will lead 

, steady increases in conservation easements over the next ten years and 

beyond. The generosity and loyalty of our members and donors has made this 

effort possible. Thank you. 
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kansas land trust 

We offer our sincere appreciation to these friends who contributed to the Kansas Land Trust between January 1, 2005 and December 31,2005. 
Please let us know if your name has been omitted or misspelled. 

Gregory & Cynthia Abbott 
Carly S. Adams 
Lois Adriance 
Lon & Lynn Akerberg 
Larry Akin 
Jane Aldrich 
Steven Travers & Laura Aldrich-Wolfe 
David E. & Helen Miler Alexander 
Joyce Allegrucci 
Gregory S. & Jill Allen 
Mary Kate & David Ambler 
Arthur A. Anderson, Attorney at Law 
Connie S. Andes 
Kenneth B. & Katie Hart Armitage 
Bill & Margaret Arnold 
Todd A. & Kathleen L. Aschenbach 
Nancy Newlin Ashton 
Mary Elizabeth & Tom Atwood 
Walter & Carol Aucott 
Ronald D. Aul 
Jeffrey Ann Goudie & Thomas F. Averill 
Ron Manka & Linda Bailey 
Victor Bailey 
Debra Baker 
Colette S. & Charles J. Bangert 
Margaret W. Bangs 
Martha & Robert G. Barnhardt, Jr. 
Philippe Barriere 
Herbert F. & P.M.C. Bartel 
Steven L. Baru 
G. Kenneth & Anne K. Baum Foundation 
Burke B. & Margery Bayer 
Donna Beebee 
Katherine Greene & Daniel Bentley 
Sondra Beverly 
Donald E. & Alleta M. Biggs 
Beverly A. Smith Billings 
Judith C. Billings 
Carolyn Bittenbender 
Gary J. & Nancy L. Bjorge 
Alan Black 
Clay Blair 
Charles E. & Jeanne A. Bleakley 
Barbara N. Blevins 
Devere E. Blomberg 
Lynne Bodle 
Elizabeth M. Booth 
Roger & Jan Boyd 
Jessie & Vernon Branson 
Shirley Braunlich 
Dennis J. Brown 
Caroljean Brune 
John & Carolyn Brushwood 
Bill & Eugenia Bryan 
Rex & Susan Buchanan 
Patricia Burr 
David Anthony Burress 
Ron & Nancy Burt 
William H. & Anna F. Busby 
Michael D. & Donna L. Butler 
Lynn Byczynski & Daniel L. Nagengast 

George W. & Gloria W. Byers 
Michael T. & Julie A. Campbell 
Matthias C. & Barbara H. Campbell 

Doc & Sue Carson 
J. William & Barbara Carswell 
Magdalene Carttar 
Eugene & Pam Carvalho 
Kimberly K. & Shannon E. Casebeer 
Lisa M. Castle 
Ginger Chance 
Dr. M.K. Chance-Reay 
Betty Jo Charlton 
Margaret H. Childs 
Allan J. & Beth E. Cigler 
J. Bunker & Marilyn S. Clark 
Lois E. Clark 
Drusilla & Michael W. Clarke 
Michael D. & Rena K. Clodfelter 
Joy Clouse 
Enid Cocke 
George & Margaret Coggins 
Peter & Suzanne D. Cohen 
Richard & Marjorie Cole 
Mike & Pam Collinge 
Community Mercantile 
Frederick P. Conboy 
Dorothy Converse 
Mark & Leigh Ann Crofoot 
Michelle Crozier 
William Cutler 
Candice Davis 
Paula D. Davis-Larson & Alice E. Davis 
Sarah & Ray Dean 
Danna Denning 
Coulter F. deVries 
Carol & David Dewar 
Philip D. Wade & Jane A. Dixon 
James V. & Margaret A. Dixon 
Jean & Monroe Dodd 
Dolly Gudder & Walter Dodds 
Wulf Doerry 
Dennis & Shirley Domer 
Dan & Latane Donelin 
Wakefield Dort, Jr. 
Brian & Keira Drake 
Kay Ellen Drennen 
Robert M. & Jeanne A. Drisko 
Herbert & Patricia Duncan 
Myrl Duncan 
Lelah Dushkin 
Roma & Ralph Earles 
John & Mary Easley 
Patricia S. Karlin & Ernest H. Eck 
Steve & Chris Edmonds 
Ron Schorr & Georgann Eglinski 
Lisa Eitner 
J. B. Elfving 
Mary Elliott 
Gordon & Beverly Elliott 
Dr. John & Mrs. Evonne English 
Hilda Enoch 
Dennis & Debra Eskie 
Mark Ezell 
Phylis & Ernie Fantini 
Louise Farrell 
Bill & Wanda Fateley 
Dr. Daphne G. Fautin & Robert Buddemeier 
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Pete Ferrell 
Donna L. Feudner 
Madeline Finch 
M. Ruth Fine 
Oliver & Rebecca Finney 
Iris Smith Fischer & Hans J. Fischer 
J. Robert Fluker 
Bernd and Enell Foerster 
Kent & Beth Foerster 
Margaret Jane Fortun 
Carol B. Francis 
Joe Bickford & marci francisco 
Ida Casey & Richard Fyffe 
David M. & Nancy L. Gardner 
Sidney Garrett 
Jan Garton 
Angelo C. Garzio 
Ruth H. Gennrich 
Philip A. Schrodt & Deborah J. Gerner 
Janet & Kyle Gerstner 
Mary Louise & Howard Gibson 
Paul & Helen Gilles 
Debi Gilley 
J. G. & Arden J. Glenn 
Richard L. Eversole & Mo Godman 
Web & Joan Golden 
Mark A. Gonzales 
James T. & Margaret E. Good 
Nancy Goulden 
Steven & Cheri Graham 
Donnis Graham 
Max D. Graves 
Rachel L.Greenwood 
Roy & Marilyn Gridley 
Denise Wyrick & Charlie Griffin 
Milford & Julie A. Grindol 
Doug & Ruth Ann Guess 
George H. & Susan H. Gurley, Jr. 
Chuck & Joyce Haines 
Kathleen M. & H. H. Hall 
Tudy Y. Haller 
Dawn Dirks & Bob Ham 
Sarah A. Barker & Steven P. Hamburg 
Allison Hamm & Alan B. Johnson 
Gerry Hammond 
Dr. Alan C. & Mrs. Phylis A. Hancock 
Cristi V. Hansen 
Terri Erickson-Harper & Tom Harper 
Joe Harrington 
Lisa Harris 
Laurence H. Harshbarger 
Stephen M. Hassler 
Dr. DW. & Carol Hatton 
Catherine Hauber 
Robert Haughawout 
John & Megan Hay 
Chelsi Hayden 
J. Michael & Patti Hayden 
John B. Patterson & Lori L. Heasty 
John B. & Nancy B. Hiebert 
Dennis ''Boog'' Highberger 
Jeannette Hierstein 
Marcia Hannon & Stephen H. Hill 
Burke Griggs & Emily Hill continued Oil page 5 



Don R. Mayberger & Tresa C. Hill 
lim Hillesheim 
Owight & Peggy Hilpman 
Richard & Susan Himes 
Steven Hind 
Rick & Debby Hird 
Pat Hirsch 
Doug & Shirley Hitt 
Katherine J. Hoggard 
Bruce L. Hogle 
Linda Watts & Thad Holcombe 
Emily Russell & Joseph G. Hollowell Jr. 
Lynne W. & Robert D. Holt 
John J. & Gloria J. Hood 
Tina & Craig Hoover 
Thomas & Belinda Hoover 
Jack & Nancy Hope 
Tim Dickson & Jenny Hopwood 
Doug Houston 
Mike, Jeannie, & Hayden Houts 
Kate Dinneen & Thomas Howe 
A. Carleen Howieson 
Donald & Joyce Hoyt 
Kay Huff, Esq. 
Philip S. & Mary Lou Humphrey 
Tom Huntzinger 
Earl & Susan Iversen 
S. Wesley & Joan Jackson 
Thomas Dale & Barbara Jacobs 
Rudolf & Ursula Jander 
Bernadette M. Jilka 
Paula & Dick Johnson 
Roger Johnson 
'-lowell D. & Carmen Y. Johnson, MD 
Donald A. & Alice Ann Johnston 
Richard F. & Lora Lee Johnston 
Richard Jones 
Charles & Carol Jones 
Deborah Altus & Jerry Jost 
Walter & Mary Ann Jost 
Kansas Native Plant Society 
David & Sharyn Katzman 
Cheri Varvil & Francis Kelly 
Jennifer E. Kennedy 
Joan F. Kenny 
Stanley A. & Frances P. Kern 
Kelly Kindscher 
Joseph E. & Lucille C. King 
Kingsbury Family Foundation 
Kenneth T. & Marlena D. Kirton 
Dr. Jeanne M. Klein 
Katrina Klingaman 
Emily Kofron 
Camille Korenek 
Joseph Krahn 
Ralph & Anne Kresin 
Benjamin & Marion Kyle 
Nate Scarrit & Sharon Landrith 
Barb Lanning 
Donna Lantry 
Dr. Leo E. Lauber 
Lawrence Chamber of Commerce 
Russell C. Leffel 
Carol Leffler 
Drs. Harriet & Stephen Lerner 
Chuck & Karen Levin 
Stuart & Susan Levine 
Bob Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Lichtwardt 
Paul Liechti 

Robert & Joy Lominska 
Burdett & Michel Loomis 
Lois Orth-Lopes & Steve Lopes 
Hillary Loring 
Brad Loveless 
Eleanor A. Lowe 
Linda E. & John W. Lungstrum 
Jim & Deanna Lutz 
Leo C. & Wilma L. Lutz 
David & Charlotte MacFarland 
Michael Maher 
Judith K. Major 
Janet E. Majure 
Lisa M. Bitel & Peter C. Mancall 
Mollie K. Mangerich 
Vernon R. & Emma L. Manion 
Dwayne Margritz 
Ivy Marsh 
Byron K. & Sara Marshall 
Marsha & Ric Marshall 
Helen Martin 
Keith & Hulda Martin 
Carl E. Thor & Sara A. Martin 
Douglas F. & Elizabeth Bruce Martin 
Bob & Patricia Marvin 
Helen I. Ehlers & James E. Mason 
Larry & Linda Maxey 
Frank & Irene May 
Steven Moody & Carey Maynard-Moody 
Jim Mayo 
George & Marilyn McCleary 
Newton C. McCluggage, M.D. 
David McClure 
Sondra McCoy 
Linda & Tom McCoy 
Larry K. & Susan E. McElwain 
Sally McGee 
H. Lee & Judith O. McGuire 
Laird D. & Tauneel Z. McKay 
Douglas W. & Linda F. McKay 
Ross & Margaret McKinney 
Bruce McMillan 
John W. Middleton & Susan T. McRory 
Sara P. Subtil & B. Ted Meadows 
Janice Melland 
Robert W. Melton 
Carolyn Micek 
Charles & Mary Michener 
Cheri Miller 
Beverly Miller 
Mary P. Miller 
Mike, Pam, & Lia Miller 
RoxAnne Miller 
Timothy Miller 
Dusty Miller 
Barbara Nash Mills 
David & Susan Millstein 
Jean Milstead 
Phil Minkin 
Nancy S. Mitchell 
Richard W. & Susan H. Mitchell 
Mark Mohler 
Kent Montei 
Shirley Morantz 
Dennis & Linda Morrow 
Robert C. Mossman 
Bob & Charlotte Mueller 
Melanie C. Hepburn & Garth A. Myers 
John & Carol Nalbandian 
Lynn H. & Carolyn Nelson 
Marjorie Z. Newmark 
Northern Flint Hills Audubon Society 

Reva C. & Dale E. Nimz 
Joy deMaranvilie & Frank Norman 
Frank C. Norton 
Jim Lewis & Nancy O'Connor 
Geoffrey A. & Leslie J. Oelsner, Jr. 
Hortense C. Oldfather 
Harriett Olson 
Oread Friends Meeting 
Patricia Oslund 
Ann Carlin & Jack Ozegovic 
K. Verdou & Helen Parish 
Pam & Michael Patterson 
Elizabeth Patton 
Lowell C. Paul 
Greg & Joan Pease 
Sandra & Kevin Hawker Pellegrini 
Sue & Charles Thomas Peterson 
David E. & Martha A. Pierce 
Ron L. Seibold / Pines International, Inc. 
Robert L. & Karen N. Pinkall 
Dwight Platt 
Bruce M. Plenk 
John Poehlman 
Daron Belt & Lisa Pool 
Kay Kelly & Paul D. Post 
Mrs. James L. Postma 
Daniel Poull 
Rex R. Powell 
Carol Prentice 
Johanna & Laurance Price 
Clifton & Deborah K. Pye 
R. H. & Kathleen L. Raney 
Karen Rappoport 
Hal Ettinger / RBE Company 
Alison Reber 
Dr. & Mrs. J. Redford 
Patricia K. & Jerry D. Reece 
Nadia Zhiri & James B. Regan 
Cathy Reinhardt 
Dr. Henry D. Remple 
Linda Akin Renner 
Andrea Repinsky 
Donna Reynolds 
Roy V. & Kathy Richardson 
Gaylord & Nancy Richardson 
William L. & Linda Richter 
William M. & Erma Riley 
Michael E. & Kathleen F. Riordan 
Barbara A. Risk & Gordon T. Risk 
Brad Logan & Lauren W. Ritterbush 
W. Stitt & Constance Mock Robinson 
Robin G. Schulze & Adam W. Rome 
Jean Rosenthal 
Harold F. & Melissa P. Rosson 
Janet B. & Stanley D. Roth, Jr. 
Glenn Garneau & Sylvie Rueff 
Robert E. & Ann A. Russell 
Marietta Ryba 
Frank C. Sabatini 
Dan Sabatini / Sabatini Architects Inc. 
Franz & Phoebe J. Samelson 
Betty Sanderson 
Wayne E. & Lou Ann Sangster 
Susan C. Sawyer 
Myles Schachter 
Mary Schindler 
Steve Schmidt 
L. Stephen & Glenda D. Schmidt 
Ann Schofield 
D.A. & B.B Schoneweis 
Marcia Schulmeister 
Elizabeth Schultz 

continued Oil page 6 
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K!llim monor roll continued from page 5 

Martha & Richard Seaton 
John & Penny Seavertson 
Ron L. Seibold 
Larry M. & Susan W. Seitz 
Albert R. & Jane B. Sellen 
Clark Sexton 
Sandra Shaw 
Jennifer Shaw 
Edward I. & Cynthia B. Shaw 
Artie Shaw 
John & Patti Shell 
Larry Shepard 
Thomas M. Shields 
Sally & Stephen Shields 
Greg Shipe 
Sheila Shockey 
Diane Worthington Simpson 
Ann Simpson 
Sondra L. Goodman & John M. Simpson 
Kevin & Ann Sink 
Gerald C. Sipe 
Malley Sisson 
Fred & Lilian Six 
Jack Skeels 
Edward L. & Velma W. Skidmore 
Dorothy Jean Slentz 
Arthur & Chris Smith 
Mark Smith 
Bruce R. & Kimberly S. Smith 
Bruce & Leslie Snead 
Haskell Springer & Elizabeth Anne Fowler 
Heinrich & Ursula Stammler 
Gene & JoAnn Stauffer 
Mary H. Stauffer 
Jerry M. & Ellen Stauffer 
Helen Stein 
Rick Stein 
Martha R. Steincamp 
Joyce Steiner 
Steve Stemmerman 
Doug Stephens 
George W. & Joan M. Stern 
Arthur L. & Barbara S. Stern 
Ronald C. Young & Margaret E. Stewart 
Marie Stockett 
Bianca Storlazzi 
Jeffrey Stowell 
Julie & George Strecker 
Marge Streckfus 
John Strickler 
Philip Struble 
Michael Stubbs 
Robert N. Sudlow 
Peggy Joan Sullivan 
Muriel Cohan & Patrick Suzeau 
Daniel & Katherine Swenson 
Glenda Taylor 
James & Betty Taylor 
Orley R. & Toni Taylor 
Gary E. Tegtmeier 
Alan Terry 
Thomas C. Brown & Margaret G. Thomas 
Martin Haynes & Patricia Thomas 
Giles A. & Marianne H. Thompson 
Cathryn E. Tortorici 
Michael K. & Elinor K. Tourtellot 
Judson Townley 

James B. & Betty C. Townsend 
Maril P. Hazlett & Brian O. Trigg 
Tom & Christie Triplett 

Cheryl Troup 
Marjorie E. Swann & William M. Tsutsui 
Julie Trowbridge-Alford 
James Woelfel & Sarah C. Trulove 
Marlene & Thomas M. Tuozzo 
Austin & Ruth Turney 
Larry & Therese Uri 
Carolyn Coleman & David F. Van Hee 
Christina Van Swaay 
Doug Davison / Vinland Valley Nursery 
Matthew Wagoner 
K.T. Walsh 
Laurie Ward 
Mayme Pearl Ward 
Robert B. & Martha D. Ward 
L.H. Buzz & Janet Warren 
Marian E. Warriner 
Deb Spencer / Water's Edge 
Barbara L. Watkins 
Dan & Phyllis Watkins 
Curtis J. & Rochelle A. Waugh 
Rebecca A. & Bruce B. Weber 
Dr. Hugo & Mrs. Rosemary A. Weber 
Mel & Judy Wedermyer 
Audrey Wegst 
Paul Weidhaas & Madonna Stall mann 
Bryan L. Welch 
Byron & Eleanor Wenger 
Ronald R. & Dixie Lee West 
Steven R. Wharton 
Scott White & Stacey Swearingen White 
Elizabeth R. & Curtis R. White 
Cathy Dwigans & Ray Wilber 
Susan C. Wilch 
Mike & Linda D. Wildgen 
Joyce & Melvin Williams 
Paul M. & Lillian M. Willis 
M.J. Willoughby 
Harriet S. Wilson 
Jack Winerock 
Wint Winter, Jr. 
LV & Barbara E. Withee 
Doug Witt 
Chuck Wittig 
Sarah Woellhof 
Molly Mead Wood 
William I. & Sandra L. Woods 
Bettina Woolard 
Donald E. & Beverley J. Worster 
Carol D. & George J. Worth 
Earl & Deanne Wright 
Dr. Valerie F. Wright 
Mary Lou Wright 
Norman & Anne Yetman 
Joanne Bergman & Bob Yoos 
Carolyn Young 
Gil Zemansky & Ellen Kroeker 
Laura Z. Davis & Dewey K. Ziegler 

IN MEMORY OF 

Wallace Gale Armbrister 
Deborah Gerner & Philip Schrodt 

Bob Billings 
Beverly A. Billings 

Bess Gorman Bonner 
Cheryl L. Troup 

Walt Eitner 
Lisa Eitner 
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David T. Harrison 
Nancy Longhurst 

Oliver & Margaret Miller 
James V. & Margaret A. Dixon 

Kay Slentz Milling 
Dorothy Jean Slentz 

Timothy F. Mitchell 
Nancy S. Mitchell 

Dale E. Schindler 
Mary Schindler 

Barbara Frick-Skeels 
Jack W. Skeels 

Homer Socolofsky 
Dr. Michaeline Chance-Reay 

Richard Stauffer 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond H. Wilber 
Laurie Ward 
Gene & JoAnn Stauffer 
Winn W. & Nancy E. Halverhout 
Mary Stauffer 
Charles A. & Karen S. Levin 
Imogene McCosh 
D-Sal, Inc. 
Ralph & Dorilda Anne Kresin, Jr. 
Elma R. Sanderson 
Harry R. & Donna M. Lantry 
Jerry M. "Mike" & Ellen M. Stauffer 
Elizabeth E. Boylan 
Clark A. Sexton 

Mary Ellen Terry 
Alan Terry 

Annette Woods Troup 
Cheryl L. Troup 

Bill Ward 
Cathryn E. Tortorici 
Gary E. Tegtmeier 
Patricia K. Hirsch 
Margaret W. Bangs 
Lisa Harris 
Robert B. & Martha D. Ward 

IN HONOR OF 

Sarah & Ray Dean 
Ann B. Simpson 

J. Scott, Mary, & Emma Dixon 
James V. & Margaret A. Dixon 

Michael V. Dixon 
James V. & Margaret A. Dixon 

Patricia A. Dixon 
James V. & Margaret A. Dixon 

Charlie Fautin & Susan Easton 
Dr. Daphne G. Fautin & Robert Buddemeier 

Debbie Howe & Charlie Rascoll 

Lynn Byczynski & Daniel L. Nagengast 
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Dr. Dennis, Michelle L., & Adam Sale 
James V. & Margaret A. Dixon 

Philip Schrodt 
Deborah J. Gerner 

Sandra Shaw 
Dennis & Linda Morrow 

Diane Simpson 
Sandra Shaw 
Doug Witt 
Jennifer Shaw 

Herschel E. Spurgeon 
Ginger G. Chance 

Robert Sudlow 
Geoffrey A. & Leslie J. Oelsner, Jr. 

Karl Brooks & Mary Travis 
Reva C. & Dale E. Nimz 

Laurie Ward 
Ann B. Simpson 
Gary E. Tegtmeier 
Fred Conboy 
Elizabeth Schultz 

At a signing ceremony in Manhattan on December 16, 2005, the Griffin-VVyrick conservation easement 
became the first purchased easement in Kansas using the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program. 
Pictured from left to right are KLT President Kelly Kindscher, Denise VVyrick, Charlie Griffin, and NRCS 
State Conservationist Harold Klaege. 

KANSAS LAND TRUST, INC.! DECEMBER 31, 2005 

BALANCE SHEET 

ASSETS 
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 
FIXED ASSETS 
TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES 
TOTAL CLURRENT LIABILITIES 

EQUITY 
EQUITY RESTRICTED FRPP 
EQUITY RESTRICTED GRANTS 
EQUITY STEWARDSHIP FUND 
EQUITY UNRESTRICTED 
TOTAL EQUITY 

TOTAL LlABILITES AND EQUITY 

INCOME STATEMENT 

RECEIPTS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
FLINT HILLS FUND CONTRIBUTIONS 
GRANTS 
UNRESTRICTED STEWARSHIP FUND 
RESTRICTED STEWARSHIP FUND 
INTEREST INCOME 
MERCHANDISE 
TOTAL RECEIPTS 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
FLINT HILLS FUND EXPENSES 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

NET INCOME 

$110,814.30 
$ 2.155.74 
$112,970.04 

$ 1,903.16 

$ 10,581.65 
$ 4,981.24 
$ 65,816.83 
$ 29,687.16 
$111,066.88 

$112,970.04 

$ 54,935.08 
$ 30,275.00 
$ 12,000.85 
$ 43,024.67 
$ 14,843.33 
$ 2,211.31 
$ 642.38 
$157,932.62 

$111,195.45 
$ 46,710.80 
$157,906.25 

$ 26.37 

On Saturday, April 29, from 1 :00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., KLT will host 
a guided walk through prairie and woods on the property of 
Doug and Ruth Ann Guess located west of Lawrence. Dr. Kelly 
Kindscher will discuss the biological diversity of this gem of 
prairie, which is protected by a KL T easement. 

Directions to the property: From Lawrence, go west on U.S. 
Highway 40 to Douglas County 442 or Stull Road (Kanwaka 
Corner). Go west on Douglas County 442 (Stull Road), 1.7 miles 
to Douglas County 1029 (a north-south paved road). Go right, or 
north, on Douglas County 1029 one mile to Douglas County 
1700; a KLT sign will mark the turn. Go left, or west, on Douglas 
County 1700, about 1/4 mile to the property on the south side. A 
KL T sign will mark the property. You may park along the side of 

the road. 

Fields Gallery presents "Splendor of the Prairie Grasses," 
new watercolor paintings by Doug Guess. The exhibit opened 
March 4th, 2006, and runs through April 21, 2006. This is a ben
efit exhibit with 10% of the proceeds from the sale of Doug's 
paintings donated to the Kansas Land Trust. Fields Gallery is 
located at 712 Massachusetts, Lawrence, KS. For more infor
mation, contact: Sheila Wilkins at 785-842-7187 or fields@sun
flower. com. 
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~ 16 E.13th St. 
~ Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

lIaum land Jrnsl 

Address Service Requested 

kansas land trust 
I 

Here is my annual mernber'ship gift of $ ~~-to the 
Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

--$5,000 Guardian 
_. - $500 ·Sustainer 
--$100 Keeper 

-- $1,OOO.Steward 
-_. $250 Caretaker 
-- $50 Member 

Name(s) -~---:---------'-----'--

Address -......;...--------------

City, State -------------------

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION " 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Topeka, KS 66609 
Permit No. 688 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations 
of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. 

DMy company will match this contribution. 

DTelfmehowto provide for the Kansas Land Trust in 
my estate plans. 

I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my 
estate plans. 

D Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

If you wish to make your gift in memory of or in honor of someone special to you, 
kindly attach relevant information and addressees). KLT will be pleased to send notification of your gift. 

Please mail this card with check payable to Kansas Land Trust. Our address is 16 East 13th St., Lawrence, KS 66044-3502. 
Questions. Call KLT at 785-749-3297, email RoxAnne.Miller@klt.org. or visit www.klt.org. 
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I
n just nine months – nine frenetically busy
months –  the Kansas Land Trust has forged
new partnerships with federal agencies,

pioneered innovative funding, and won
unprecedented support from the Kansas
Legislature. As a result, KLT
is positioned to protect large
parcels of land in the
Flint Hills by purchasing
conservation easements from
willing landowners.

The backstory for this past
year’s activity really begins
in 2002, when federal
funding for purchasing
conservation easements first
became   available to Kansas.
The first few years, the
money went unclaimed.
Although there may have
been landowners interested
in selling conservation
easements, there was no
money for the required 25%
local match. In the next three
years, $1.8 million that could
have been used for land
conservation in Kansas was
returned to USDA’s Farm and
Ranch Lands Protection
Program.

The Kansas Land Trust
made a leap of faith when it submitted its first
proposal for FRPP funds. KLT turned to its
members for the matching funds – and members
came through, donating the $41,000 needed to
win $82,000 in   federal FRPP funds. With that
money, and a $61,000 donation by the landown-
ers, KLT was able to purchase the development
rights on a 200-acre tract of tallgrass prairie in
Riley County north of Manhattan.

That initial investment by members provided
the impetus for more conservation easements in
Kansas. Two years later, KLT won approval for
FRPP funding for a 500-acre Flint Hills ranch,
and this time, the Kansas Legislature provided
the matching money.

“Other states have been bringing these
federal funds into their economies and using

them to protect land for many years,” said KLT
President Bev Worster. “It’s taken us this long
to bring some of that federal money to Kansas.
KLT did it, and we did it because our members
stepped up to the plate.”

Now KLT has entered a new era of Flint Hills
preservation, using yet another source of
federal funds to purchase conservation
easements – a Department of Defense program
known as the Army Compatible Use Buffer
(ACUB) program. ACUB provides money to
purchase conservation easements on land
surrounding Army installations, which
otherwise might be developed for housing and
other uses that are incompatible with military
training. Between 2004 and 2006 Congress has
already appropriated over 57 million dollars for
the buffer program nationwide, and funding is
expected to continue.

At Fort Riley, the Army identified a
50,000-acre buffer area that it hopes to keep as
open space and agricultural land, primarily to

prevent complaints about noise from training
exercises and helicopters.  As it turns out, about
half the land in the Fort Riley buffer zone is
native prairie, and half is prime agricultural
land – exactly the kind of land the FRPP is

designed to protect. It also
fits squarely within the KLT
mission.

No other land trust had
ever used the Army money
as the match for the FRPP
money, so KLT Executive
Director RoxAnne Miller
took the idea to Harold
Klaege, state conservationist
with the Natural Resource
Conservation Service, which
administers the FRPP. He
cleared it with his agency,
and gave KLT the go-ahead.

“Some of this land needs
to be protected, and this is
one of the tools that can be
used,” Klaege said. “It’s a
good partnership.”

In the meantime, KLT
began working to let
landowners around Fort
Riley know about the
program.  After hearing
about the push to purchase
conservation easements,

52 landowners contacted KLT to express
interest, and KLT selected seven parcels for the
first phase of the project and hired appraisers to
determine their value. 

Working against a tight deadline, KLT staff
submitted a proposal and in May won approval
of $246,000 in FRPP funds and substantial
funding from the Army. Because of the success
of the multi-agency strategy, Miller has been
asked to speak about it at the National Land
Conservation Confernce in Nashville in
October. 

The total funds KLT received was less than
requested, but that doesn’t discourage Miller.
“Although Kansas’ requests will exceed the
amount granted for the year, there may be
a chance to get  year-end  FRPP funds  that are 

Gray Adams, the son of John and Sheri Adams, walks on his family's land
near Tuttle Creek Reservoir. KLT has secured funding for a purchased
conservation easement on the 770-acre property.

By Lynn Byczynski 
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Summer is here and I am reminded of the summer five years ago when I began working with
the Kansas Land Trust.  My head spins when I reflect on the remarkable things accom-

plished since that summer.  During this change, I am thankful to be grounded by important
things that have remained constant, my passion for preserving nature for future generations,
the mission of KLT and the quality of people I am privileged to work with.

Everyday we all face a litany of demands.  Being clear on what recharges us is as much a
priority as accomplishing the work.  Simply being out on the land and in nature restores me.
All concerns of “doing” fall away.  In April I joined Jan Jantzen’s Prairie Fire event and for the
first time experienced up close a night prairie burn. I also joined dear friends and hiked up to
the ridgeline of Rose and Kent Bacon’s 500 acre ranch in Morris County and sat looking out
over the Flint Hills landscape.  I could see for many miles, rolling hills, native grass that was a
mix of smoldering pastures just burned and grass waking up from the winter.  In May I visited
other KLT new project areas, Flint Hills grasslands in Riley County adjacent to Tuttle Creek
Reservoir.  I also visited a little native prairie gem in Douglas County. By this time the wildflow-
ers were out and the native grass was lush and green from the rains.  You, the KLT members,
are the reason I am confident these places will be here years from now to restore others.
That’s what it is about.
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RoxAnne Miller, Executive Director
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notes
stewardship 

I
t’s an alliance that may seem like a mismatch:

the Kansas Land Trust  and the U.S. Army.

But KLT, like many land conservation organi-

zations nationwide, has entered into a partnership

with the Army based on a common interest in pre-

serving land.

The Department of Defense manages 30 million

acres, in every type of landscape in the United

States. It needs to preserve the character of its

land, so that it can provide an accurate backdrop

for training exercises; it needs deserts, swamps,

mountains and prairies so that soldiers can learn

to conduct military operations in those environ-

ments. As a result, their land is surprisingly well-

stewarded: nearly 330 endangered or threatened

species are found on military property, more than

on any other federal lands.

Fort Riley is considered particularly successful

at preserving biodiversity. Last year, it won an

award from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for

its natural resource conservation achievements.

The Service cited Fort Riley’s efforts to conserve

the tallgrass prairie ecosystem, its assistance with

monitoring and assistance of endangered and

threatened species, and its development of sever-

al wetlands projects.

Jeff Keating, a civilian biologist at Fort Riley,

provided the following information about the

ecological highlights at the base:

“Fort Riley is a 100,656 acre military

installation situated in the northern Flint Hills and

is the largest federally-owned tallgrass prairie

tract. The grasslands on Fort Riley  are comprised 

Fort Riley: A surprisingly rich environment

continued on page 3
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The Cobea penstemon is one of many native
plants found on Jane Laman's property near
Fort Riley. KLT is working to preserve her
land with funding from the Army Compatible
Use Buffer program.
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Dunlap Road veers southeast from Council
Grove, following the Neosho River’s east-

ern bank. Signs along the road warn drivers
that in times of heavy rain, it is impassable.
Typical of other flood plains, the land here
stretches out flat and black and rich. This
afternoon is dense with dampness, a drizzle
coming and going as I travel. But after months
with little precipitation, there is no chance of
flooding, and the moisture intensifies the
earth’s deep browns and spring’s bright
greens. Some fields have been plowed and
planted. Winter wheat at this stage has a vel-
vet plushness, while young corn sprouts
growing in curving parallel rows seem like
meticulous embroidery. All is not tidy in the
fields, however. I stop the car to watch a con-
gregation of turkey vultures nodding their
bright red heads as they feed on a raccoon
carcass in the middle of a field. The vultures’
presence reminds me how dependent spring
growth is on winter decay.

Through the scrim of haze to east and west
of Dunlap Road, beyond the fields, I see the
wooded areas and the low stoops of the Flint
Hills. My first stop on Dunlap Road is the Flint
Hills Nature Trail, created on a former
Missouri Pacific Railroad bed, which winds its
way three- and-a-half miles through increas-
ingly thick woods, rusted rail spikes visible
among the chert chips. I walk through cedars
and shrubs—honeysuckle, buck bush,
sumac—with purple flox, yellow prairie
groundsel, and the stalks of dried mullen and
gayfeathers standing tall among them. As if
blazing the trail are 807 young bur oaks, plant-
ed as living memorials to the 807 Kaw Indians

who were listed in the 1862 census. With the
drizzle turning to rain and an absence of bird
and insect sound, I am conscious that
thoughts are my primary company today.
Something stirs in the underbrush, and I catch
the glimpse of a mysterious grey back—feral
cat, possum, old raccoon come back to life?

Deciding not to walk the entire trail on a day
when the rain is now taking on a chill, I return
to Dunlap Road and drive to the trailend in the
Allegawaho Heritage Memorial Park. On a
high hill, green with new prairie grasses, a thir-
ty-five foot limestone obelisk rises up before
me. I have read that this land, which was part
of the original Council Grove Kaw
Reservation, continues to be owned by the
Kaw Indians, who were forced to move,
despite the eloquent protests of Chief
Allegawaho, to their present reservation in
Oklahoma in 1873. At the base of the obelisk,
raised in 1925, the remains of a Kaw which
were discovered nearby have been re-
interred. On either side of the hill paths lead
me to different vantage points. I choose the
left, and discover a large circle inlaid with a
geometrical pattern and with words in an
unknown language bordering it. On this grey
day, with only the hush of rain and vultures
cruising above the trees, the land around me
feels haunted.  I turn, and three deer, flashing
their white tails, leap away into the woods as
if embodying the presence of those who are
absent. I walk toward the other vantage point,
a similar circle, but the words, this time in
English, I can learn by heart: “Wakanda. Bless
All Who Walk Here. May We Know And
Respect All Your Creation And What You

Have Taught Us.” A pair of bluebirds, tokens of
the spring sky on another day, guides me
back to my car.

At the end of Dunlap Road is the town of
Dunlap, population eighty and, I would guess
from the evidence of abandoned buildings
and deteriorating playground equipment,
diminishing. 

Dunlap, with its rich alluvial soil, was one of
the places in Kansas Benjamin “Pap”
Singleton, the millenarian mover and shaker
of the Exoduster movement, had designated
in 1879 for settlement by former slaves. On
neighboring hillsides outside of town, I visit
two cemeteries, both with signboards identify-
ing them as “Dunlap Cemetery,” one for
blacks and one for whites. Between them
there are more monuments than there are cit-
izens of the town. In the white cemetery, the
monuments are erect; many are massive
marble blocks; a stone white angel in fluttering
robes presides here. In the black cemetery,
many appear as worn teeth protruding from
the ground, or exist only as a burgeoning of
iris or peonies in the grass. Abutting a burned
prairie scattered with limestone slabs, they
are mostly stones among stones. I note that
the inscribed epitaphs are similar in both
cemeteries—“Dear Mother,” “Beloved Father,”
“Rest”—and the dates are similar—1860-
1907, 1831-1903, 1824-1894, 1839-1910,
1851-1951. On my journey down Dunlap
Road, I have not met a living human soul. 

I am indebted to Marci Penner’s The Kansas
Guidebook for Explorers for my inspira-
tion and information about Dunlap Road. 

place
Senses of

MID-DAY, LATE APRIL, DUNLAP ROAD, MORRIS COUNTY
by Elizabeth Schultz

of high-quality native prairie, tame pastures and former agricultural fields.

Land-use activities on Fort Riley produce a mosaic of light disturbance to

localized, substantial impact. The grasslands are interspersed by woodlands

that are associated with streams, relatively small ponds, and wetlands. Fort

Riley abuts Milford Lake to the west and the Republican, Smoky Hill and

Kansas rivers to the south.

“Altogether 233 plant species from 178 genera and 59 families have been

collected and preserved from Fort Riley in recent years.  Fort Riley habitat

supports at least 43 species of mammals, 223 species of birds, 40 species of

reptiles and amphibians, and 50 species of fish. Among these are the largest

free-ranging elk herd in Kansas, four Federally-listed and eight Kansas-list-

ed threatened or endangered species, and 23 other species considered by

Kansas to be Species of Greatest Conservation Need.

“The American Bird Conservancy designated Fort Riley as "A Globally

Important Bird Area" in 2001 in recognition of the installation's value to the

conservation of birds and their habitats. Fort Riley was recognized as being

the best site for Henslow's Sparrows in Kansas and one of the very best sites

in the world, as some years over 2,000 Henslow's Sparrows may be found

on the installation.  The fort also contains a complete association of tall-

grass prairie birds including the Greater Prairie-Chicken, Upland

Sandpiper, Grasshopper Sparrow and Dickcissel.

“The American Bird Conservancy's Important Bird Areas (IBA) program

is founded on the premise that some places are exceptionally important,

even essential, for bird conservation. Identifying these sites and directing

protection and management efforts towards them is crucial if viable

populations of many species are to survive. From the Alaska Maritime

National Wildlife Refuge to the Everglades National Park in Florida, IBA

sites embody the ongoing effort to conserve wild birds and their habitats

throughout the nation, and the importance of preserving America's avian

heritage for future generations.”

Fort Riley continued from page 2
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Here is my annual membership gift of $                to the
Kansas Land Trust for land conservation.

$5,000 Guardian $1,000 Steward
$500 Sustainer $250 Caretaker
$100 Keeper $50 Member

Name(s)

Address

City, State

Zip

E-mail

Tel

My company will match this contribution.

Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in 
my estate plans.

I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my 
estate plans.

Contact me about buying land in need of protection.

If you wish to make your gift in memory of or in honor of someone special to you, 
kindly attach relevant information and address(es). KLT will be pleased to send notification of your gift.

Please mail this card with check payable to Kansas Land Trust. Our address is 16 East 13th St., Lawrence, KS 66044-3502.
Questions. Call KLT at 785-749-3297, email RoxAnne.Miller@klt.org, or visit www.klt.org.

membership
kansas land trust

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations 
of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible.

turned  back by  other states. In any case, we have sent a clear signal that

Kansas is ready for a higher allocation next year,” she said. While work-

ing with landowners, Miller also spent time with various legislative com-

mittees, testifying six times about how land conservation can benefit the

state.

“Fort Riley is one of the largest economic engines in the state,” she said.

“The state clearly has an interest in ensuring that the Army can continue its

training mission on its land and in promoting compatibility with

neighboring agricultural land.”

The Legislature appropriated $311,000 to help with the easement pur-

chase program. It was nearly 10 times the amount appropriated for ease-

ments the previous year.

With that final piece falling into place, KLT is now positioned to move

forward with preserving the state’s ecological jewel, the tallgrass prairie of

the Flint Hills.

“This is a huge leap forward for our organization,” President Bev Worster

said. “We have the potential to dramatically increase the number of

easements we have done in the past.” 

New Partnerships continued from page 1
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Preserving land on the urban edge is still a priority 
By Lynn Byczynski 

A
t the northwest edge of Lawrence, hous
ing developments are arising from farm 
fields and prames at a rapid pace. 

Several new shopping centers are approved for 
construction in the next few years, and the high
ways leading to and from the area are being 
widened to accommodate the increase in traffic. 
The landscape of that part of Kansas has 
changed forever. 

But one parcel of land in the midst of all the 
development will never, change. The Kansas 
Land Trust holds conservation easements on 51 
acres of mixed oak and hickory woodlands, 
savannah, and grasslands. The easements were 
'cmated in 2001 by the Lichtwardt family and in 

)02 by the KellylVarvil family. They are part 
of a 96-acre parcel at the corner of Folks and 
Peterson roads that the city of Lawrence intends 
to use for a natural park area with hiking trails. 
When KLT accepted these easements, the land 
was at the very edge of development; today, 
development is encroaching from the west. 

Preserving parcels of land on the urban edge 
has long been a priority for KLT. Although it 
seems obvious that land in the path of develop
ment is most in need of protection, many land 
trusts don't concern themselves with these rela
tively small easements. Instead, they work 
almost exclusively to protect large landscapes, 
covering thousands of acres. 

KLT considers landscape-scale projects a pri
ority, too, especially in the Flint Hills where two 
large parcels are now fully protected by KLT 
easements. "Flint Hills work receives a lot of 
attention; there is growing momentum for that 
work" says KLT Executive Director RoxAnne 
Miller. "But we also work on preservation of 
smaller tracts with significant conservation val
ues. We are committed to helping landowners 
preserve the land they love." 

KLT's mission is broad. We can accept con
servation easements on a wide variety of lands 
as long as they offer a value deserving long
term preservation. This includes prime farm
land, ecologically significant areas, scenic 

'ews, historic sites, and urban-edge land. 
But urban-edge land presents its own unique 

challenges for preservationists. The first is 
financial. Land in the path of development is 
usually expensive land, and that can often rule 

This aerial photo of northwest Lawrence shows the city's park within the dotted lines. Much of 
the land in the park was preserved by conservation easements. 

out the possibility of purchasing a conservation 
easement. Historically, KLT's easements on 
urban-edge land have all been donated by 
landowners who voluntarily give up develop
ment rights. However, it's important to note that 
landowners may receive significant tax breaks 
for donating conservation easements, and those 
benefits are greater for high-income landowners 
who protect land around cities. 

Another challenge with urban-edge ease
ments is creating a management plan for the 
land that will preserve its ecological value in the 
future. For example, wildlife populations and 

water quality may suffer on even the most pris
tine piece ofland when it is surrounded by pave
ment and human activity. 

"Some people are under the impression that 
once development is encroaching upon an area, 
the land isn't worth preserving," Miller said. 
"But KLT doesn't see it that way. We think 
urban-edge easements can be tremendously 
important for a number of reasons." 

Most visibly, protected land in urban areas 
creates green space that provides a welcome 
haven for people. Even if the land does not 
allow public access, the very sight of natural 
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I recently received a call from a landowner who wants to preserve 100 acres in Johnson 
County. As we discussed the option of a donated conservation easement, I was reminded 

again of the valuable service KLT provides to people who love their land. Many people, as they 
get older and see development moving closer, begin to wonder, "What will my land look like in 
10 or 20 years?" They know they want to preserve the land beyond the time in which they own 
it, and so they begin to investigate their options. They soon learn that there are limited 
choices - either a conservation easement or deed restrictions. 

A conservation easement is a voluntary agreement between a land trust and a landower 
that establishes how the land can be used in perpetuity. The land trust has responsibility 
for managing the easement and ensuring that the future landowners comply. Deed restric
tions are placed on the property by the landowner and beneficiaries of the deed restrictions 
are responsible for ensuring that future landowners comply. With deed restrictions, there is 
no guarantee the land will remain preserved and not be developed, because the benefici
aries of the deed restrictions may not have the financial resources to fund enforcement of 
deed restrictions or the expertise to manage the easement. 

A land trust has expertise and the capacity few beneficiaries have. Land trusts not only 
maintain resources to enforce, they maintain knowledge and sound preservation practices, 
as well as regular contact with landowners. Through this contact they help each future 
owner understand the restrictions. This proactive education often prevents problems 
caused by a lack of understanding of the easement. Once landowners understand these 
issues they are usually happy they can choose to grant a conservation easement to a lanr' 
trust. Unfortunately, there are few land trusts that accept easements on urban edge land 
the very land that is under the most development pressure. Because of your support, I am 
proud to say that the Kansas Land Trust offers this service and provides both experience 
and dedication to landowners who wish to preserve their land, wherever it is located. 

Victory for land conservation: 
New law increases income tax incentives 

On August 3, 2006, the U.S. Congress 
approved a tremendous expansion of the 
federal conservation tax incentive for con
servation easement donations. On August 
17, the President signed it into law. The 
new law allows landowners to get a much 
larger benefit for donating the develop
ment rights on very valuable land. These 
more generous conservation tax incentives 
will help landowners protect their land 
without putting their families' economic 
future at risk. 

It is also important to note that this only 
applies to easements donated in 2006 and 
2007. KLT and the Land Trust Alliance 
will work hard to make this change per
manent. For more information, please visit 
www.lta.org. 

The new law: 

• Raises the maximum deduction for 
individuals who donate a conservation 
easement from 30% of their adjusted 
gross income in any year to 50%; 

e Allows qualifying individual and cor
porate farmers and ranchers to deduct 
up to 100% of their adjusted gross 
income; and 

• Extends the carry-forward period for 
a donor to take tax deductions for a 
voluntary conservation agreement 
from 5 to 15 years. 

This is a great victory for conservation! 
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Community forum on Kansas environmental issues 
\ The 5th annual Community Forum on Kansas Environmental issues 

;ponsored by the Kansas Natural Resources Council and Prairie 
Village Environmental Committee will be held Thursday, October 
12, at the Village Presbyterian Church, 6641 Mission Rd. in Prairie 
Village, Kansas. 

The Community Forum will begin at 5:30 on Oct. 12th with 
exhibits by Kansas environmental organizations and appetizers. A 
light supper of locally grown foods catered by the blue bird Bistro 
will be served at 6:00. The program starts at 7:00. A $15.00 dona
tion is requested for the evening event. Advance reservations are 
needed by Sept. 23rd. Send your name, address, and email or phone 
number with number of reservations and check made to 
KNRC/Community Forum to: Community Forum, 7301 Mission 
Rd., Suite 248, Prairie Village, KS 66208 

This year's theme is "Growing Food as if the Future Matters." The 
guest speaker Ken Warren, PhD, Managing Director of The Land 
Institute in Salina, Kansas, will discuss the urgency of rethinking 
how food is grown in the U.S. 

ROAD, RAILROAD, RIVER: CHASE COUNTY, AFTERNOON, SUMMER HIGH 

It's high summer in Kansas. The sky is 
bleached blue, except for a flake of moon, 

which will be absorbed by blue before the 
afternoon is out. The farm report is bleak: 
"Field crops continue to suffer from hot, dry 
conditions, with no more than one-third of 
'ny crop rated good or better." 
remperatures are above 100 all week, and 
agricultural experts rate soil moisture lousy. 
Driving west from Lawrence to Emporia, I 
notice the corn in one field after another 
standing yellow, turned to shocks long 
before Halloween. Milo heads shake like 
rusty rattles. Along the road, foliage has 
shrunk back into the earth, taking on the col
ors of dust. Even the sumac, which I usual
ly count on to signal fall's first blaze, is des
iccated and dull. Yearning for water, on this 
day, I realize that the other side of the fence 
is not necessarily greener, and I head for 
Chase County's major waterway, the 
Cottonwood River. 

The Cottonwood cuts deep across Chase 
County. The river came first, and human his
tory dictated that the railroad and Route 50 
would follow its course. All three continue to 
bear heavy traffic-the railroad endless lines 
of flatbed container cars, the road innumer
able high-balling long-distance trucks, and the 
river a diversity of fish, turtles, insects, logs, 
brush, bobbing containers, and a plethora of 
cast-off flotsam and jetsam. But the river 
moves according to its own design and logic, 
carving through layers of limestone, a living 

(' npulse, curving and slithering, while the rail
road tracks and road, built to human demands 
and needs, keep things on the straight and 
narrow. Although one might imagine the 
Cottonwood rising up and roaring between its 

banks were it to rain forty days and nights, it 
pursues its twisting design with quiet intent. Its 
waters on an afternoon in high summer tinkle 
coolly like music played on the piano's sopra
no keys, whereas the traffic of trains and 
trucks booms and blasts through the after
noon heat. 

To connect with the Cottonwood's quiet 
and cool depths, I turn off Route 50 and 
cross the railroad tracks to points where 
bridges span the river. The first of these 
detours is at Strong City, where I follow 
Route 177 to Cottonwood Falls. Lording it 
regally over the south end of Broadway, the 
town's main street, is its acclaimed 1873 
red-roofed, limestone courthouse, while at 
the opposite end, a once majestic double
arched bridge with an elaborate Italianate 
balustrade, built in 1914 to carry two lanes 
of traffic, crumbles. This bridge connects the 
river's banks with their jumble of limestone 
rocks, hung with hackberry and willow. 
Below the bridge, the Cottonwood breaks 
over a set of low falls. Here, its brown waters 
are churned to white, its quietude to clatter 
and chatter, before the river flows on 
beneath the bridge's main arches and 
among the sets of small, triple arches within 
them. A gar, also elegantly designed with its 
peculiar snout, its scales arranged like iri
descent green tiles on a Chinese roof, and 
its speckled tail, lies bleeding on the bridge, 
hooked and abandoned. Looking down into 
the river as it nudges its way gently around 
a sand bar, I see the dead gar's shadow
another fish-undulating in the shallow 
waters. All around me dragonflies-blue 
darning needles-flash briskly in the air. 

Near Clements, a town of three dwellings, 
two bridges cross the Cottonwood, not far 

apart. One, 127 feet long, built in 1886 of 
immense, stepped, limestone blocks, with 
the mason's chisel marks still visible, no 
longer carries traffic. From the road passing 
over the other, built in 1992, it is possible to 
see the older bridge's magnificent arches 
soaring over the river. The steep river banks 
between the two bridges are charged with 
dense greenery-shrubbery obscuring the 
trunks of cottonwoods and aspens-and the 
persistent rasping of grasshoppers and 
cicadas. Here, too, I am accompanied by 
the darting blue dragonflies. Beyond the 
river, ranchland, edged with sunflowers, 
thistles, tall joe-pye weed, and flickering yel
low swallowtails, spreads to the Flint Hills' 
distant high plateaus and knobs. The letters, 
"CLEMENTS," spelled out in white rocks, 
fades into the slope of one of these 
plateaus. The river remains, a thick brown 
snake, gliding and rippling, through this 
green summer canyon. 

A narrow bridge crosses the Cottonwood 
leading into the town of Cedar Point. The 
entrance to this town of fifty four is guarded 
by an 1876 five-story, limestone mill over
looking bridge and river. However, as the 
river tumbles nonchalantly over a small dam 
beneath the mill, the mill itself tilts toward 
drowning in the river, gaps showing among 
its stones and its roof askew. West of Cedar 
Point, a truss bridge of rusted iron surpris
ingly crowns the river. A blue heron, startled 
by my appearance, soundlessly unfolds 
from the bank, cruises over the water, and 
vanishes back into the shade around a 
bend. The dragonflies enliven the air here, 
too, stitching the dark summer river together 
into a moving path of light. 
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landscapes can provide solace to urban-weary 
souls. 

Preserved spaces can create an oasis of 
wildlife habitat, too. Many animal species 
depend absolutely on undisturbed natural 
habitat for food and shelter. Cheri Varvil and 
Frances Kelly say their land is home to a wide 
variety of animals, including deer, wild turkeys, 
raccoons, snakes, foxes, indigo buntings, 
hawks, owls and at least one bobcat family. 

Preserving land on the edges of cities often 

16 E. 13th St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

Address Service Requested 

u' to 

means saving farmland for food production. 
More than 85% of the nation's fruits and 
vegetables and 63% of our dairy products are 
produced in urban-influenced areas. 

Two other often overlooked benefits of conser
vation easements in urban areas are flood pre
vention and water quality. When land is devel
oped, more of it is covered with nonporous sur
faces such as streets, rooftops and parking lots, 
causing more rainwater to run off rather than 
soak into the soil. This runoff washes across 

lawns and streets, carrying pollutants into near
by streams and increasing the severity of floo{ 
ing. Preserving land in a natural state can botl, 
keep water clean and prevent flooding, because 
it soaks up rainwater and serves as a giant filter 
to remove pollutants. 

For these reasons, KLT will continue to pre
serve land near Kansas cities. If you have land 
that you love and want to keep undeveloped, 
wherever it is located, contact KIT for informa
tion about conservation easements. 
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Kent & Rose Bacon Ranch--RK Cattle Company 
1181 Four Mile Road, Council Grove, KS 
September 16, 2006, noon to 4 p.m. 

Timeline of Events: 

12:00 Meal from the Flying W. Ranch, Gwen and Josh Hoy, includes 
pulled pork, tortillas, beans, rice, radishes, cilantro, cobbler, water 
and tea, served from a 5th generation Hoy family chuck wagon 

12:30 Music provided by the Tallgrass Express String Band, Annie 

We are celebrating the first time ever that the State of Kansas has 
provided the 25% matching funds for purchasing an easement 
under the USDA's Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program. KLT 
wishes to thank our elected officials and the State Conservation 
Commission for recognizing and supporting this important conser
vation program. 

Wilson, Loren Ratzloff and Charlie Laughridge 
1 :30 Signing and Dedication Ceremony 
2:00 Activities and demonstrations provided by the RK Cattle Company: 

hayride, roping demonstration and contest, cattle handling demon
stration, and RK branding souvenirs for everyone 

We wish to thank the following for helping sponsor this event: 

Reservations required. $15 per person, includes meal and all activities. 
Please send payment, including name(s), address, & phone# by 9/10 to Bacon Event, KLT, 16 East 13th St., Lawrence, KS 

66044-3502. You will receive a confirmation postcard with directions to the ranch. 
Space is limited. 



Preserving the working landscape
Memories of life in the Flint Hills inspire landowner to participate in easement program

notesstewardship
Winter 2006

Volume 17, Number 4

The Quarterly Newsletter of the Kansas Land Trust

At a November 8 signing ceremony on her land, Jane Laman accepts an award from Maj. Gen.
Carter Ham, Commanding General of Fort Riley. She is the first landowner to sell development
rights under a program administered by the Kansas Land Trust that will preserve land in a buffer
area around the Army base.

J
ane Laman remembers when Stewart Udall,
secretary of interior in the Kennedy admin-
istration, arrived in the Flint Hills by heli-

copter to start the process of creating a tallgrass
prairie national park. He was met by a rancher
with a shotgun who told him, “Get off my land.”

Ms. Laman understands the sentiment. She
has lived in the Flint Hills all her life, most of it
on cattle ranches, and she believes that the Flint
Hills should remain in agriculture. That’s the
main reason she agreed to sell development
rights to 269 acres and to donate a conservation
easement on an additional 20 acres. She is the
first landowner to participate in a KLT program
to purchase conservation easements with fund-
ing from the Army, the Natural Resources
Conservation Service, and the state of Kansas. 

“This land will always pay taxes, it will
always be productive and, hopefully, there will
always be somebody who loves it as much as I
do,” Ms. Laman said at the November 8 signing
ceremony for her conservation easement.

The Laman ranch overlooks Tuttle Creek
Reservoir, north of Manhattan. Houses stand
against the skylines to the east and west, a
reminder of the suburban development that will
eventually make her land worth more than the
amount she received for a conservation ease-
ment. 

“I don’t want it developed,” she said. “A
developer would be a stranger on this land.”  But,
like the rancher who drove off Secretary Udall
back in the 1960s, Laman also would not want
her land to become a park, “where people drive
around on paved roads and say, ‘This is nice,’”
she said.

The KLT program that helps landowners sell

development rights while retaining ownership of

their land turned out to be the perfect compro-

mise.

“It’s very possible I would have signed up with

the Kansas Land Trust even if I had not been

paid,” she said, “but it was the proposal to pay for

development rights that caused me to go to the

first meeting to find out about it.”

After that first meeting, Jane was quick to con-

tact KLT and start the process, and she never

wavered.

Jane grew up on a ranch in Chase County. Her

elementary school had five students in eight

grades, and her high school had 35 students.

After graduation, she attended Kansas State

University’s Institute of Citizenship, which was

an experimental program in which students read

the classics and discussed them.

“Our real responsibility was to lead communi-

ty gatherings,” she said. “I worked on opposition

to the Tuttle Creek dam.”

After graduating, she married Russell Laman,

her creative writing professor at K-State, and she

settled into a career teaching students with

behavioral problems in Junction City. Russell

Laman wrote a well-regarded novel, Manifest
Destiny, published in 1963. They started looking

for land, and in 1969 bought the place near Tuttle

Creek. For several years, they came every week-

end to cut junipers, hike, hunt, and fish, and in

1973 they built a modest house and moved there

for good. 

Jane decided the commute was too much, so

she quit teaching and took up dog training. She

quickly became one of the top Labrador retriever

trainers in the country, taking dogs for as long as

a year to train them for the highly competitive

AKC field trials. The arduous training pays off

for the dogs’ owners, as champions can sell for as

much as $30,000. “It’s as big as horse racing,”

Jane says of the sport.

Russell died in 1987. Jane continued her work

as a dog trainer, traveling all over the country to

field trials. In recent years,  she has cut back on 

continued on page 7
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the training business, which is hard physical

work, but she does still train a few dogs every

year.

Now, in her 75th year, Jane is enjoying yet

another career - as a wildlife photographer. She

spends months every year at a cabin on the

Republican River in north-central Kansas, where

she has no computer or telephone, just splendid

scenery and abundant wildlife. She sells her pho-

tographs at art shows across the Midwest.

“She’s a role model,” said Dave McKee, a

nephew who is an archaeologist in Custer, South

Dakota. “She decided to become a dog trainer,

and she became one of the best; a few years ago,

she decided,  ‘I’m going to become a wildlife

photographer’ and that’s what she’s doing now. I

spent a lot of time here growing up and I remem-

ber it could be 10 degrees outside and she would

say ‘What a beautiful morning!’”

Jane’s heirs support her decision to place a con-

servation easement on the land, her nephew said.

Through his work with native peoples, he has

learned to always consider future generations.

“That’s the vision my aunt has, so more power to

her!” he said.

Another scene is bright in Jane’s memory: The

year they moved to the land, she and Russell

went to a New Year’s Eve party at a neighbor’s

ranch. As they returned home late that night,

with the moon shining on new fallen snow, they

decided to get out of the car and walk across the

hills to their house. That was 33 years ago, but

she still can hear the crunch of their boots in the

dry snow and feel the pure joy of being on the

prairie in the still of a cold night.

Because she acted to preserve the land, that

prairie will always be there, and the moon may

light the way home for others who will love it as

much as she does.

Laman continued from page 1

On an unseasonably warm November morning, more than 100
people gathered on a ridgetop high in the Flint Hills to celebrate the
Kansas Land Trust’s first purchased conservation easement in a
buffer area near Fort Riley.

The booming and clucking of prairie chickens, recorded by a
neighbor of landowner Jane Laman, drifted over the gathering, and
the prairie glowed in the autumn sunlight. Officials from Washington,
D.C., exclaimed over the beauty of the place while local organizers
expressed relief at the perfect weather. 

The event recognized a new partnership, first proposed by KLT, in
which a conservation easement was purchased with funds from two
federal programs and one state agency:

•The Army Compatible Use Buffer program, which is designed to
preserve land around military bases from development that might  
impede training activities on the base;

•The Farm and Ranchland Protection Program, administered by
USDA’s Natural  Resource Conservation Service, to  prevent 
development of valuable food-producing lands;

•The Kansas State Conservation Commission, which received 
funding from the Kansas Legislature to provide the local match    
for the federal funds.

The three funding sources provided a total of $241,726 to Ms.
Laman for the bargain sale of development rights to her 269 acres
northeast of Fort Riley. She, in turn, donated 25% of easement
value along with a cash contribution to KLT’s Stewardship Funds.

“It’s a win-win situation for the landowner, the military installation,
the environment, and wildlife,” said Merlyn Carlson, USDA’s deputy
under secretary for natural resources and environment. “It allows us
to pay tribute to the working landscape.”

Under the terms of the conservation easement, Ms. Laman can
continue to use her land for grazing cattle and other agricultural
uses.

Alex Beehler, an assistant deputy under secretary of defense, said
that acquiring development rights for land around Fort Riley was a
high priority for the Pentagon because of the planned expansion of
military population on the base, which is once again the headquar-
ters of the Army’s 1st Infantry Division. The base expansion is
expected to bring 30,000 people to the Junction City-Manhattan
area. The military wants to ensure that new housing and other
development doesn’t get too close to the base itself, where training
exercises, aircraft, and other equipment can create a lot of noise.  

“It becomes imperative that buffers around the base are preserved
to allow the Army to have maximum use of its land,” Mr. Beehler
said.

Congress has appropriated $40 million this year to buy conserva-
tion easements around Army bases nationwide, and Fort Riley
received $1.3 million of that for its buffer program. Funding is
expected to continue for many years into the future. KLT is already
working on a second easement near the boundary of the military
installation and expects to close it before the end of the year.

Other officials who participated in the ceremony were: Lieutenant
Governor John Moore; Maj. Gen. Carter Ham, Commanding
General of Fort Riley; Col. Thomas Smith, Garrison Commander of
Fort Riley; Harold Klaege, Kansas NRCS State Conservationist;
Rod Vorhees, Chairman of the State Conservation Commission;
and Bev Worster, KLT Board President. 

Others in attendance included several state legislators, local gov-
ernment officials from Manhattan and Junction City, friends and fam-
ily of Ms. Laman, KLT staff and board members, and several neigh-
bors who are considering conservation easements.

Officials gather in Flint Hills to sign easement

KLT President Bev Worster hands the pen to landowner Jane Laman after
signing a document that places a conservation easement on Laman’s land.
Also pictured, from left, are Col. Thomas T. Smith, Garrison Commander
of Ft. Riley, Greg Foley, Executive Director of the Kansas Conservation
Commission, and Harold Klaege, State Convervationist, NRCS.
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The Kunze family of Randolph,
Kansas, has placed a conservation
easement on 640 acres of native prairie
north of Manhattan. The section of land,
which has no buildings on it, is now
preserved in perpetuity for grazing cattle,
hunting and fishing.

The Kansas Land Trust
was able to purchase the
conservation easement with
funding from three sources:
the state of Kansas, the
federal Farm and Ranch
Lands Protection Program,
and the Army Compatible
Use Buffer program.

Mr. Kunze frankly states
that money was the motiva-
tion for him to place the land
in a conservation easement.
He could have sold the land
for other uses for more money
than the easement, but KLT
showed him how an easement
would allow him to own the
land, preserve it in its natural
state - and still use it for profit.

“It could have been turned into a rock
quarry, or lots for houses, but I'd just as
soon keep it the way it is,” Mr. Kunze
said. “We'll just keep on using it for grass
for cattle, and we'll keep on taking care of
it.”

The land is just north of another piece
of land protected by a KLT easement, and
neighbors across the road are also moving
toward placing an easement on their land.
KLT has completed several projects with-
in 3 miles and has others underway.
RoxAnne Miller, KLT executive director
said, “While much of the Flint Hills has
been fragmented into smaller tracts, KLT
is decreasing the impact of fragmentation
through connectivity of preserved parcels
in the northern Flint Hills.”

The Kunze family's history in Riley
County dates back to the late 1800s, when
Hal's grandfather immigrated from
Germany. The Homestead Act of 1862
offered free land - a quarter-section, 160
acres - to anyone over age 21 who built a
house, dug a well, broke out 10 acres for

farming and lived there for five years.
Hal's grandfather reportedly staked the
last claim in the county, and got a job at
Winkler's Mill while raising cattle. Even-
tually, his two sons took over the cattle
business and expanded it into rented

pastures as well as their own land. In
1944, Hal joined his father and uncle in
the business. At age 81, he is still raising
cattle with his son, Darcy.

Hal purchased the now-protected
section in 1960 from his family and used
it for summer grass for the cattle.

“We've always had a cow-calf opera-
tion,” Mr. Kunze explained. “We bring the
cattle here (to the home ranch) and calve
them out and feed them in the winter.
Then, around the first of May, we move
them to summer grass,” to graze until fall.

Moving his cattle these days involves
trucks and trailers, but Mr. Kunze
remembers driving them on horseback
when he was a boy. “We'd take three days
and take 150 cows down there” to the
summer pasture.

The land has always been a haven for
wildlife, and Mr. Kunze has seen their
populations change over the years. Deer
are less abundant than they once were, he
said, but wild turkeys are much more
plentiful. “I can look out the window any
day and see 50 to 100 turkeys down there

in the bottoms.”
He has seen bobcats frequently over

the years. Twice, he said, he has seen
mountain lions. “We were deer hunting
about six or seven years ago and we saw a
mountain lion - he was big, a golden

color, and running real fast
along the side of the hill,” he
said. Another time, when his
son was in high school, they
were going to town for a
basketball game at around 6
p. m. and his wife said,
“Look, there's a black calf in
the road.” But as they
approached, they saw it was a
black cat with a long tail,
down on its belly as though
stalking prey.

Mr. Kunze laughed and
said no, when asked if he
reported the mountain lion
sightings to Fish and Wildlife.
He knows that there suppos-
edly are no mountain lions in
Kansas. But, like most

farmers and ranchers, he knows they are
out there.

He has also seen prairie chickens on
the protected property, he said. The land
has four ponds that attract migrating
waterfowl.

The Kunzes have leased the land to
an outfitter that organizes hunting trips.
He also has a contract with the state
wildlife department to allow a certain
amount of fishing in the ponds.

As for raising cattle, Mr. Kunze said
he and his son are trying to get out of the
cattle business because of health con-
cerns. But he is certain that the land will
continue to be used for grazing.

“I can't talk our grandsons into it
yet,” he said. “Kids can make more
money today than we ever imagined. But
maybe they will come back to it some
day.”

Thanks to the KLT conservation
easement, that land will always be there,
waiting for the next generation of
ranchers.�

Darcy and Hal Kunze with miles of prairie behind.

Riley County family protects rangeland
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Annual Report 
January 1 through December 31, 2006 

Mission Statement: The Kansas Land Trust is a non-profit organization that protects and preserves lands of ecological, 
scenic, historic, agricultural, or recreational significance in Kansas. 

Highlights of 2006 
We are pleased to report that, at the 

end of our sixteenth year, the Kansas 
Land Trust is flourishing. 

Conservation easements completed 

during 2006 account for twenty per

cent of the total acreage KLT now pro

tects. Our efforts to develop funding to 

purchase easements in areas most in 

~d of protection resulted in a four-

_,d increase in the funds for easement 

purchase projects. Membership con

tinues to grow. Our members, through 

steady membership contributions and 
several large donations, as well as 

grants, increased the operating funds 

by 1'f, times, so we could maintain the 

<J) 
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monitored all of our easement properties. 

Events 
KLT hosted four events in 2006, 

including a dinner, nature walks, ease

ment dedications and programs attended 

by more than 330 people. They have 

brought our members and easement 

donors together to celebrate the places 

we protect and helped educate more 

Kansans to better understand and appre

ciate the benefits of land conservation. 

Left top: A wild rose on the Laman native grasslands. essential staffing and office space 
Left bottom: A classic Flint Hills scene at the Laman tallgrass prairie. 

needed to do our work. 
Right: Blue Indigo wildflowers on a sunny May day on Laman prairie. 

In February, we held our annual old

fashioned Community Supper in 

Lecompton. Our 140 guests enjoyed a 

great home-cooked meal and a program 

in the historic Territorial Capitol build

ing. In April 2006, we hosted a walk 

through a gem of a prairie and woods on 

the Doug and Ruth Ann Guess easement 

property located in Douglas County. In 

In addition to easement activity, we L __________________________ --A 

have spread the message of KLT to 

more than 750 people through events, seminars 

and other presentations. This overall increased 
activity has given us a larger "presence" in the 

state, attracting the interest of landowners from 

45 counties and doubling the number of requests 

for information about how to complete a conser

vation easement. We are steadfast in our com-

mitment to serving landowners who wish to 
donate conservation easements. At the same time, 

we are strengthening the funding base for pur

chasing easements in the Flint Hills. 

We are tremendously grateful for the generos

ity of KLT donors through general funds, grants 

. ~Tld stewardship contributions. Our members can 

~ much pride in the statewide conservation 

service they support. Over the years, members 

and donors have enabled us to increase awareness 
of and respond to the demand for our services, 

and this past year has been truly remarkable. 

Easement Activity 
KLT now holds 26 easements preserving a 

total of 4,731 acres. This includes five new ease

ments acquired in 2006 on 913 acres in Jefferson, 

Morris and Riley counties. The Morris County 

easement was the very first conservation ease

ment purchase that received matching funds from 

the State of Kansas. We are also proud to be the 
first land trust to identify and combine two feder

al funding sources, FRPP and ACUB, on the same 

easement project. 
During 2006 we responded to 85 new ease

ment inquiries on more than 57,125 acres in addi

tion to ongoing work on 32 easements-in-process, 

covering over 14,560 acres. During the year, repre

sentatives of KLT visited properties in Comanche, 

Douglas, Geary, Jefferson, Johnson, Morris and 

Riley counties to assess conservation values on 

lands with easement inquiries. We also visited and 

September, KLT celebrated an easement dedica

tion at the Bacons' Flint Hills Ranch in Morris 

County with a hayrack ride tour of the property 

and a meal served from a fifth generation chuck 

wagon of the Hoy family's Flying W. Ranch. All 

this was topped off with live music by the Flint 

Hills' own Tallgrass Express String Band. On an 
unseasonably warm November morning, KLT co

hosted another Flint Hills easement dedication 

and signing ceremony on Jane Laman's land in 

Riley County. Our 100 guests enjoyed remarks 

from a host of federal and state officials along 

with the landowner and KLT President Bev 

Worster. 

Financial Report 
The KLT Board of Directors is committed to 

ensuring the sound fiscal management of funds. 

Mize, Houser & Company conducted the annual 
c'onrinued on puge 2 



stewar 

Published quarterly by the 

Kansas land Trust 
16 E. 13th St. 

Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 
785-749-3297 

roxanne.miller@klt.org 
www.klt.org 

Sponsor Member 
~ .. 

ALLIANCE 

Editor: Lynn Byczynski 
Designer: Karen Johnson 

"The Kansas Land Trust is a nonprofit organ
ization that protects and preserves land of 
ecological, scenic, historic, agricultural, or 
recreational significance in Kansas." As a 
land trust, the organization uses a variety of 
long-term land protection mechanisms but pri
marily accepts conservation easements from 
willing landowners. Conservation easements 
are legal agreements by which landowners 
voluntarily restrict the type and amount of use 
permitted on their property. The Kansas Land 
Trust (KLT) is tax-exempt as described in 
Section 50 I (c )(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. Donations of easements or land to KLT 
for conservation purposes may have potential 
tax benefits for donors. KLT is funded by 
individual contributors, private foundations, 
corporations, and government agencies. 
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Dear Kansas land Trust Members & Friends: 

The year 2006 has been a truly remarkable year. For several years we have been devot 
ing more effort to education and outreach. We have also worked to identify and promote 
more funding sources as the need to purchase easements in some critical areas has 
become apparent. It appears that all of this additional effort began to have a "snowball 
effect" during this past year. Receiving state funding allowed us to leverage federal fund
ing which led to the protection of several hundred acres in the Flint Hills. Education and 
outreach, along with increased easement activity, has sparked more interest in easements 
among landowners who have inquired about the possibility of protecting a total of more 
than 71,000 acres. The pace of our work has seen a dramatic increase; the more work we 
do, the more work we are asked to do. For a land trust, that is great news! 

As our activity increases, we continue to expand our audience with our newsletters, semi
nars and presentations to the public. We also must maintain additional staff and office 
space. It is a challenge to keep up with the growth, but we know that our members and 
donors are as passionate about this work as we are. In the final analysis, the supporting 
members of KLT still form the backbone of the organization, allowing us to provide the serv
ices that culminate in preservation of the places we love. 

We look forward to another successful year in 2007. 

Sincerely yours, 

~/C)~ 
Beverley Worster 
President 

4~'-YL'/V~ (YI Lee.~ 
RoxAnne Miller, 
Executive Director 

audit and reported on June 18, 2006 that the financial statements fairly present the cash, revenues 

and expenses for the year ending December 31, 2005. Our funding continues to support our remark

able growth through increases in membership contributions, grants, and stewardship gifts. 

Grants 
In 2006, KLT continued conservation easement research through a grant from the Kingsbury Family 

Foundation and gained approval for a similar grant in 2007. 

The LawrencelDouglas County Chamber of Commerce provided a grant for an administrative assis
tant for the city/county EC02 program. EC02 is a unique public effort in Douglas County to combine 

funding and planning for economic development and open space preservation. The name for the pro

gram, EC02, was selected by residents to represent the exponential benefits to the community when 

investing in both economic development and preservation. KLT also participated in the Kansas Work 

Study Program, receiving funds for our intern. 

Staff, Volunteers & Board 
RoxAnne Miller continues as the Executive Director. KLT now enjoys the assistance of a full-time 

conservation associate, Steve Roels, and a part-time administrative assistant, Karen Johnson. Also, 

Jami Jeffrey provided assistance to KLT as an intern. 

KLT receives tremendous support from our Board Members and others who volunteer their special 

skills by assisting with review of legal documents, organizing and working at events, staffing a KLT 

information booth at events, assessing and monitoring easement properties, communicating with mem

bers, and writing and editing articles for the newsletter. Two KLT Board members retired in 2006: 
Sandra Shaw and Jonathan Kahn. We greatly appreciate their dedicated service to KLT. They con-

tributed time, energy, resources and professional expertise. '\ 
) 

Communications 
KLT was pleased to publish four issues of Stewardship Notes, our quarterly newsletter. This year 

we received funding to provide the Winter 2006 issue in full color. cnfltinued on 

I!ansils land Irus! 
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--'ducation 
RoxAnne Miller, Executive Director and Sarah Cross, KLT Conservation 

Associate, attended the 2006 Land Trust Alliance Rally in Nashville, 

Tennessee. A few of the workshops attended included the topics: "Selection 

and Evaluation of Conservation Projects," "Funding Conservation 

Stewardship," and "Conservation Easement Tax Issues." More than 1,500 land 

trusts were represented at the rally. 

Outreach 
RoxAnne Miller presented nine educational seminars and presentations on 

conservation easements, reaching a collective audience of more than 430 peo

ple during the year. She spoke at an annual conference held by Kansas 

WRAPS (Watershed Restoration & Protection Strategy), taught a Workshop 

for the Mid-America Association of Conservation Districts on Rural/Urban 

Land Use Issues, and, at the National Land Trust Rally, presented on the topic 

"Military Base Buffers: An Emerging Opportunity for Land Trusts." In addi

tion, she gave presentations to civic organizations, attorneys, surveyors, 

appraisers and university students. 

Merchandise & Gifts 
KLT continues to offer for sale five beautiful varieties of note cards fea

turing Lisa Grossman's Flint Hills landscapes and native wildflowers by Doug 

Guess. We also sell prints of some of the stunning photos from The Kansas 

Landscape, Volume I and have begun offering prints from Volume II. New or 

renewing KLT members who gave $100 or more received a gift of The Kansas 

. ' ~ndscape: Images/rom Home, Volume II, the second book of photos by Mark 

lden and Edward C. Robison III. 

In December, we launched our very first on-line charitable auction, in 

which new items with a retail value of $10,000 were auctioned off with the 

proceeds going to support KLT. We wish to thank the Coleman Company in 

Wichita for this generous donation of products. 

Developing Funding 
KLT continued to dedicate many hours to developing public funding for 

land preservation. We focused our efforts on enhancing federal, state, and 

local funding for the purchase of conservation easements in Kansas. That 

effort reaped dramatic results in 2006, with the receipt of more than $495,000 

in federal and state funding and authorization of more than $2,250,000 in addi

tional federal funds for purchasing conservation easements in future years. A 

great example of how funding builds on other funding occurred in 2006, when 

KLT used $311,500 in state funds to leverage $2,400,000 in federal funds. 

Last year, ninety percent of these funds were paid directly to the landowners 

and ten percent covered the costs of doing the land trust's work. Landowners 

then contributed generously to provide for the long-term stewardship of the 

conservation easements. 

KLT has always believed that the key to our success is to educate and 

involve more people. By joining together we can achieve so much more than 

we can as individuals. The successes of 2006 confirm the logic of that 

approach. Our outreach has brought in government agencies, landowners, pro-

. fessionals, organizations, corporations, large donors, and hundreds of Kansans 

D contribute because they understand the benefits of our work both now and 

HI the future. Thanks to you all for joining us in our preservation efforts. 

County 

2006 Conservation Easement (CE) Activity 

Inquiries & Inquiries & 
Completed Completed Easements In Process 
Easements CE Acres 

in Process CE Acres 
Total Acres 
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We offer our sincere appreciation to these friends who contributed to the Kansas Land Trust between January 1, 2006 and December 31, 2006. 
Please let us know if your name has been omitted or misspelled. 

Gregory & Cynthia Abbott 
Carly S. Adams 
John & Sheri Adams, Konza Rentals 
Larry Akin 
Betty W. Alderson 
Steven Travers & Laura Aldrich-Wolfe 
Joyce Allegrucci 
Gregory S. & Jill Allen 
Kerry & Jan Altenbernd 
Corinne D. Anderson 
Connie S. Andes 
Kenneth B. & Katie Hart Armitage 
Thomas M. & Barbara G. Armstrong 
William & Margaret Arnold 
Nancy Newlin Ashton 
Ray Aslin 
Mary Elizabeth & Tom Atwood 
Ronald D. Aul 
Jeffrey Ann Goudie & Thomas F. Averill 
Kent & Rose Bacon 
Paul Bahnmaier 
Janet Rose Bailey 
Debra Baker 
Colette S. & Charles J. Bangert 
Jane V. Barber 
Martha & Robert G. Barnhardt, Jr. 
Philippe Barriere 
G. Kenneth & Anne K. Baum Foundation 
Donna Heck Beebee 
Richard & Sylvia Beeman Family 
Katherine Greene & Daniel Bentley 
Sondra Beverly 
marci francisco & Joe Bickford 
Donald E. & Alleta M. Biggs 
Beverly A. Smith Billings 
Judith A. Billings 
Mary Wegner & John Bird 
Tom & Isolde Birt 
Carol Bittenbender 
Gary J. & Nancy L. Bjorge 
Alan Black 
Clay Blair 
Charles E. & Jeanne A. Bleakley 
Devere E. Blomberg 
Aaron & Bonnie Blosser 
Elizabeth M. Booth 
Roger & Jan Boyd 
Steve & Nancy Boyda 
Mary S. Boyden 
Michael G. & Barbara J. Braa 
James C. & Louise R. Brainard 
Vernon & Jessie Branson 
Karl Brooks 
Elizabeth Brosius 
Dennis J. Brown 
John & Carolyn Brushwood 
Rex & Susan Buchanan 
Patricia Burr 
Lance Burr, Atty. at Law 
Mike & Laura Calwell 

Michael T. & Julie A. Campbell 
Doc & Sue Carson 
Mary F. Carson 
Peter & Rosalea Postma Carttar 
Eugene & Pam Carvalho 
Shannon E. & Kimberly K. Casebeer 
Ginger Chance 
Betty Markley & Brad Chindamo, Central 

National Bank 
Allan J. & Beth E. Cigler 
Jackson Clark 
Lois E. Clark 
Marilyn S. Clark 
Matthew B. & Jerri N. Clark 
Drusilla & Michael W. Clarke 
Michael D. & Rena K. Clodfelter 
Joy Clouse 
Enid Cocke 
George & Margaret Coggins 
Peter & Suzanne D. Cohen 
Richard & Marjorie Cole 
Community Mercantile, Nancy O'Connor 
Phyllis J. & Louis J. Copt 
John Craft 
Mark & Leigh Ann Crofoot 
Marie Z. Cross 
Doug Wesselschmidt & Michelle Crozier 
Dale & Pam Darnell 
John P. Dauner 
Candice Davis 
Paula D. Davis-Larson & Alice E. Davis 
Amy Albright & Doug Davison, Vinland Valley 

Nursery 
Sarah & Ray Dean 
Danna Denning 
Mari Sorensen Detrixhe 
Carol & David Dewar 
Philip D. Wade & Jane A. Dixon 
Jean & Monroe Dodd 
Dolly Gudder & Walter Dodds 
Wulf & Edith Doerry 
Dennis & Shirley Domer 
Dan & Latane Donelin 
Brian & Keira Drake 
Myrl L. Duncan 
Jerry & Mary Dusenbury 
Lelah Dushkin 
Leslie Tuttle & John Earle 
Roma & Ralph Earles 
Michael & Paulett Eberhart 
Patricia S. Karlin & Ernest H. Eck 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Eddy 
Steve & Chris Edmonds 
Ron Schorr & Georgann Eglinski 
Lisa Eitner 
J. B. Elfving 
Mary Elliott 
Hilda Enoch 
Dennis J. & Debra L. Eskie 
Dr. Barbara C. Etzel 
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Richard L. Eversole & Mo Godman 
Robert Buddemeier & Dr. Daphne G. Fautin 
Pete Ferrell 
Ann & William Feyerharm 
Hugh Janney & Madeline Finch 
M. Ruth Fine 
Oliver & Rebecca Finney 
Iris Smith Fischer & Hans J. Fischer 
J. Robert Fluker 
Bernd & Enell Foerster 
Kent Foerster & Beth Regier Foerster 
Margaret Jane Fortun 
Carol B. Francis 
Robert Friauf 
Amy Lee & Richard Frydman 
Ida M. Casey & Richard C. Fyffe 
David M. Gardner 
Sidney Garrett 
Ruth H. Gennrich 
Dr. Henry L. & Dorothy L. Gerner 
Janet & Kyle Gerstner 
Helen Gilles 
Robin Anne Gingerich 
Web & Joan Golden 
Donnis Graham 
Steven & Cheri Graham 
Max D. Graves 
Dean & Ginny Graves 
Roy & Marilyn Gridley 
Milford & Julie A. Grindol 
Jeff Gross 
Kelly Barth & Lisa Jo Grossman 
Doug & Ruth Ann Guess 
David D. Gundy 
George H. & Susan H. Gurley, Jr. 
Drs. Charles E. & Joyce Haines 
Kathleen M. & H.H. Hall 
Tudy Y. Haller 
Dawn Dirks & Bob Ham 
Sarah A. Barker & Steven P. Hamburg 
Elaine D. Harder 
Terri Erickson-Harper & Tom Harper 
Joe Harrington 
Laurence H. Harshbarger 
Stephen M. Hassler 
Dr. Donald W. & Carol J. Hatton 
Catherine Hauber 
Robert Haughawout 
Chelsi Hayden 
Sally Hayden 
Rose Rousseau & Bill Hays 
John B. Patterson & Lori L. Heasty 
Joseph & Marjorie Hecht 
Thomas A. & Mary Lee Hedrick 
Loring R. & Jay F. Henderson 
Julie Torseth, Hesston College 
John B. & Nancy B. Hiebert 
Jeannette Hierstein 
Dennis "Boog" Highberger 
Burke Griggs & Emily Hill 
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Don R. Mayberger & Tresa C. Hill 
''lrcia Hannon & Stephen H. Hill 
.mes W. Hillesheim 

Richard & Susan Himes 
Steven Hind 
Richard W. & Debby K. Hird 
Pat Hirsch 
Doug & Shirley Hitt 
Charles David & Linda J. Hixon 
Katherine J. Hoggard 
Bruce L. Hogle 
Linda Watts & Thad Holcombe 
Emily Russell & Joseph G. Hollowell Jr. 
Lynne W. & Robert D. Holt 
John J. & Gloria J. Hood 
Lindsey & Jason Hoover 
Tina & Craig Hoover 
Paul & Chris Hotvedt 
Douglas & Pamela Houston 
A. Carleen Howieson 
Joyce & Donald Hoyt 
Tom Huntzinger 
Earl & Susan Iversen 
Thomas Dale & Barbara Jacobs 
Susan & Victor Jacobson 
Rudolf & Ursula Jander 
Jan Jantzen 
Harry J. & Ann L. Jett 
Ann M. Jilka 
Denny R. & Paula S. Johnson 
Lorraine M. Washington & Roger Johnson 
M. Allison Hamm & Alan B. Johnson 
PaulD.Johnson 

lnald A. & Alice Ann Johnston 
.larles & Carol Jones 

Martin & Wendy Jones 
Richard Jones 
Deborah Altus & Jerry Jost 
Walter & Mary Ann Jost 
Kay Huff & Jon Kahn 
Richard & Sherry Kay 
Edward G. & Patricia C. Kehde 
Cheri Varvil & Francis Kelly 
Kelly Kindscher 
Joseph E. & Lucille C. King 
Kingsbury Family Foundation 
Kenneth T. & Marlena D. Kirton 
Harold Klaege 
Dr. Jeanne M. Klein 
Dr. M. Jill Kleinberg 
Emily Kofron 
Jane B. Koger 
Camille & Phillip Korenek 
Margo Kren 
Carolyn S. Kruse Foundation 
Jane Laman 
Linda L. Lang 
Donna & Bob Lantry 
Kay Ellen Drennen & David Larsen 
Jon E. Larson 
Mark Larson 
Dr. Leo E. Lauber 
Lawrence Chamber of Commerce 
Russell C. Leffel 
Carol Leffler 

>. Harriet & Stephen Lerner 
..Jsan & Stuart Levine 

Bob Lewis 
Marie Alice L'Heureux 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Lichtwardt 
Paul & Sandra Liechti 
Burdett A. & Michel T. Loomis 
Lois Orth-Lopes & Steve Lopes 
Lorman Education Services 
Brad Loveless 
Eleanor A. Lowe 
David A. & Barbara T. Lowenthal 
Jim & Deanna Lutz 
Mark Maher 
Judith K. Major 
Janet E. Majure 
Lisa M. Bitel & Peter C. Mancall 
Vernon R. & Emma L. Manion 
Byron K. & Sara Marshall 
Marsha Marshall 
Nancy & Rob Marshall 
Carl E. Thor & Sara A. Martin 
Douglas F. & Elizabeth Bruce Martin 
Francis & Christine Martin 
Helen Martin 
Bob & Patricia Marvin 
Michael B. Caron & Anne M. Marvin 
Helen I. Ehlers & James E. Mason 
Larry & Linda Maxey 
Carey & Steven Maynard-Moody 
Drs. Lucy J. & Loring W. McAllister 
William A. & Julia F. McBride 
Clinton & Cyndia McClanahan 
Newton C. McCluggage, M.D. 
David McClure 
Linda & Tom McCoy 
Sondra McCoy 
Karen & John McCulloh 
J. Mark McDowell 
Sally McGee 
Simon McGee 
H. Lee & Judith O. McGuire 
Douglas W. & Linda F. McKay 
Laird D. & Tauneel Z. McKay 
Ross E. & Margaret C. McKinney 
Deborah Peterson & Keith McMahon 
John W. Middleton & Susan T. McRory 
Robert W. Melton 
Max E. Melville 
Jay & Noell Memmott 
Carolyn Micek 
Beverly Miller 
Ocoee Lynn & L. Keith Miller 
Timothy Miller 
Dusty Miller 
Barbara Nash Mills 
Susan & David Millstein 
Craig & Susan Miner 
Phillip H. Minkin 
Nancy S. Mitchell 
Richard W. & Susan H. Mitchell 
Mark Mohler 
Shirley Morantz 
Robert C. Mossman 
Kenneth & Elenor Muller 
Lynn Byczynski & Daniel L. Nagengast 
John & Carol Nalbandian 
Lynn H. & Carolyn Nelson 
Marjorie Z. Newmark 

Susi Lulaki & Daryl Nickel 
Judy & Jerry Niebaum 
Reva C. & Dale E. Nimz 
Joy deMaranvilie & Frank Norman 
Frank C. Norton 
Robert D. & Nancy C. Oderkirk 
Geoffrey A. & Leslie J. Oelsner, Jr. 
Ogden Publications 
Gene & Judy Olander 
Hortense C. Oldfather 
Harriett P. Olson 
Oread Friends Meeting 
Carolyn Otto 
Ann Carlin & Jack Ozegovic 
David Paden 
Judy & George Paley 
K. Verdou & Helen Parish 
Craig & Anne Patterson 
Larry & Vicki Patton 
Lowell C. Paul 
Gregory & Joan Pease 
Jeanne & Jerry Pees 
Kevin Hawker & Sandra Pellegrini 
David E. & Martha A. Pierce 
Pines International, Inc. 
Galen L. Pittman 
Dwight Platt 
Bruce M. Plenk 
Daron & Lisa Pool 
Kay Kelly & Paul D. Post 
Rex R. Powell 
Johanna & Laurance Price 
Merrill & Boots Raber 
Richard H. & Kathleen L. Raney 
Teresa Rasmussen 
Maynard S. Redeker 
Patricia K. & Jerry D. Reece 
Nadia Zhiri & James B. Regan 
C. Dale Rein 
Cathy Reinhardt 
Dr. Henry D. Remple 
Linda Akin Renner 
Andrea Repinsky 
William M. & Erma Riley 
Michael E. & Kathleen F. Riordan 
Brad Logan & Lauren W. Ritterbush 
Rodney C. Harms & Stephanie A. Rolley 
Dave Kingsley & Jean Rosenthal 
Harold F. & Melissa P. Rosson 
Janet B. & Stanley D. Roth, Jr. 
Glenn Garneau & Sylvie Rueff 
Robert E. & Ann A. Russell 
Frank C. Sabatini 
Sabatini Family Foundation 
Chris Sanders 
Wayne E. & Lou Ann Sangster 
Phyllis M. & Richard C. Sapp 
John & Jane Scarffe 
Myles Schachter 
Alvin H. & Joyce J. Schild 
Mary Schindler 
L. Stephen & Glenda D. Schmidt 
DA & B.B Schoneweis 
Webster Schott 
Tina L. Schreiner 
Philip A. Schrodt 
Marcia Schulmeister 
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Elizabeth A. Schultz 
David R. Seamon 
Richard & Martha Seaton 
Ron L. Seibold 
Larry M. or Susan W. Seitz 
Albert R. & Jane B. Sellen 
Marianne & Dale Seuferling 
Paul & Dorothea Seymour 
Seymour Law Firm, Paul Seymour 
Wm. Todd Seymour 
Mary & Philip Shaffer 
Sandra Shaw 
Larry Shepard 
Thomas M. Shields 
Greg Shipe 
Sheila Shockey 
Ann Simpson 
Diane Worthington Simpson 
Sondra L. Goodman & John M. Simpson 
William & Jennifer Sims 
Gerald C. Sipe 
Malley Sisson 
Fred & Lilian Six 
Jack Skeels 
Edward L. & Velma W. Skidmore 
Dorothy Jean Slentz 
Charles & Pat Smith 
Bruce C. & Leslie D. Snead 
John M. & M. Patricia Kennedy Sol bach III 
Elizabeth Anne Fowler & Haskell S. Springer 
Lavern Squier 
Paul Weidhaas & Madonna Stallmann 
Gene & JoAnn Stauffer 
Jerry M. & Ellen M. Stauffer 
Helen Stein 
Mary Howe & Rick Stein 
Steve Stemmerman 
Arthur L. & Barbara S. Stern 
George W. & Joan M. Stern 
David & Linda Stevens 
Keith Stevens 
Ronald C. Young & Margaret E. Stewart 
Mahlon & Robbie Strahm 
Marjorie E. Streckfus 
John Strickler 
Philip Struble 
Donald Stull 
Robert N. Sud low 
Peggy Joan Sullivan 
Muriel Cohan & Patrick Suzeau 
Daniel & Katherine Swenson 
Jon Keith Swindell 
Dr. Edith L. & Dr. Thomas N. Taylor 
Glenda Taylor 
Orley R. & Toni Taylor 
Gary E. Tegtmeier 
The KU Endowment Association 
Margaret G. Thomas 
Martin Haynes & Patricia Thomas 
Art Thompson 
Giles A. & Marianne H. Thompson 
Lynn Thurlow 
Cathryn E. Tortorici 
Michael K. & Elinor K. Tourtellot, Piersol 

Foundation, Inc. 
James B. Townsend 
Cheryl L. & David P. Troup 

Lin Rose & Rod Troyer 
Marjorie E. Swann & William M. Tsutsui 
Austin & Ruth Turney 
Lynn & Marjorie VanBuren 
Matthew Wagoner 
K.T. Walsh 
Laurie Ward 
Robert B. & Martha D. Ward 
Deb Spencer, Water's Edge 
Alison M. Watkins 
Barbara L. Watkins 
Dan & Phyllis Watkins 
Mike Watowa 
Bill & Judy Waugh 
Mel & Judy Wedermyer 
Audrey V. Wegst 
Bryan L. & Carolyn Welch 
Byron S. & Eleanor L. Wenger 
Elizabeth R. & Curtis R. White 
Scott & Stacey White 
Joan & Peter Whitenight 
Cathy Dwigans & Ray Wilber 
Mike & Linda D. Wildgen 
Paul M. & Lillian M. Willis 
Thomas L. & Kathryn R. Willoughby 
Marcus Wilson 
Theodore A & Judith J. Wilson 
L.V. & Barbara E. Withee 
Doug Witt 
Chuck Wittig 
Sarah Trulove & James Woelfel 
Sarah Woellhof 
William I. & Sandra L. Woods 
Donald E. & Beverley J. Worster 
Dr. Valerie F. Wright 
Earl & Deanne Wright 
Norman & Anne Yetman 
Laura Z. Davis & Dewey K. Ziegler 

IN HONOR 

John Adams 
Carly Adams 

Sarah & Ray Dean 
Ann Simpson 

Charlie Fautin & Susan Easton 
Robert Buddemeier & Dr. Daphne Fautin 

Wenda!! Iverson 
Peggy Sullivan 

Kelly Kindscher 
Doug & Ruth Ann Guess 

Rich Niebaum 
Jerri Clark 

Carol Prince 
Dewey K Ziegler & Laura Davis 

Dr. Philip Schrodt 
Dr. Henry L. & Dorothy L. Gerner 
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Elizabeth Schultz 
Philip A. Schrodt & Deborah J. Gerner 
Cathy Reinhardt 

Robert Sud low 
Geoffrey A. & Leslie J. Oelsner, Jr. 

Jane Marie Walts 
Sandy Beverly 

Laurie Ward 
Ann Simpson 
Robert & Martha Ward 

Mayme Pearl Ward 
Robert & Martha Ward 

Beverly & Donald Worster 
Peter Mancall & Lisa Bitel 

IN MEMORY 

Bob Billings 
Beverly Smith Billings 

Frank B. Cross 
Marie Z. Cross 

Conrad Riley 
Emily Hill & Burke Griggs 

Anne Rochelle 
Thomas & Kathryn Willoughby 

Jim Stauffer 
Donna & Bob Lantry 

Richard "Dick" Stauffer 
Gene & JoAnn Stauffer 
Donna & Bob Lantry 

Dr. Edwin L. Slentz 
Jean Slentz 

Bill Ward 
Patricia K. Hirsch 
Cathryn Tortorici 
Frank & Chris Martin 
Robert & Martha Ward 

Tawny and Evie, horses used/or working cat
tle on the Bacon ranch. 



mark 

Prairie and Woods Nature Walk 
On Saturday, May 5th, from 1 :00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., KLT will host a guided walk through prairie and woods on the property of Doug 
and Ruth Ann Guess located west of Lawrence. Frank Norman will discuss the biological diversity of this gem of prairie. 

Directions to the property: From Lawrence, go west on U.S. Highway 40 to Douglas County 442 or Stull Road (Kanwaka Corner). 
Go west on Douglas County 442 (Stull Road), 1.7 miles to Douglas County 1029 (a north-south paved road). Go right, or north, on 
Douglas County 1029 one mile to Douglas County 1700; a KLT sign will mark the turn. Go left, or west, on Douglas County 1700, 
about 1/4 mile to the property on the south side. A KLT sign will mark the property. You may park along the side of the road. 

This event is free and open to the public, no reservation is required. 

Barbegue and Wildflower Walk 
On Saturday, June 23rd, from noon to 3:00 p.m., you are invited to enjoy a barbeque lunch and music at a Prairie Walk Event on 
the Jane laman Tallgrass Prairie. The property is located north of Manhattan, Kansas. 

Timeline of Events: 
12:00 BBO and live music 

1 :30 There will be a guided tour of the prairie by Dr. Kelly Kindscher 

Directions to the property: From 1-70, go north on 177 Hwy (Manhattan exit) about 17 miles, 177 becomes Hwy 24. Turn left on Co 
Rd 402 (turns into W 59th Ave.) Turn left on Mill Cove Dr., proceed to the intersection of Harbour Hill Drive. Follow the signs to the 
parking area. 

Reservations required. $15 per person, includes meal and all activities. Please send payment, including name(s), address, & 
phone number by June 1 st to: Laman Event KLT, 16 East 13th St., Lawrence, KS 66044-3502. 

Please check our website for updates, www.kft.org. 

KANSAS LAND TRUST, INC. / DECEMBER 31, 2006 

BALANCE SHEET 

ASSETS 
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 
CD/SAVINGS/INVESTMENT 
FIXED ASSETS 

TOTAL ASSETS 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 
EQUITY 

EQUITY RESTRICTED FH FUND 
EQUITY STEWARDSHIP FUND 
EQUITY UNRESTRICTED 

TOTAL EQUITY 

TOTAL LlABILITES AND EQUITY 

RECEIPTS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

INCOME STATEMENT 

FLINT HILLS FUND CONTRIBUTIONS 
GRANTS 
STEWARSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS 
INTEREST INCOME 
MERCHANDISE 
CE PURCHASE GRANTS 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

EXPENSES 
OPERATING EXPENSES 
CE PURCHASE EXPENSES 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

NET INCOME 

$ 86,703.15 
$141,329.70 
$ 2.883.13 
$230,915.98 

$ 2,745.71 

$101,216.83 
$ 86,216.83 
$ 40,736.61 
$228,170.27 

$230,915.98 

$ 69,845.25 
$100,118.37 
$ 31,365.00 
$ 81,880.15 
$ 3,690.35 
$ 1,671.88 
$495,267.99 
$783,838.99 

$157,374.85 
$509,360.75 
$666,735.60 

$117,103.39 

Left top: Tallgrass Express String Band, Annie Wilson, Loren Ratzlaff and 
Charlie Laughridge. Photo by Jim Worster 

Left bottom: Kent Bacon helps a young man master roping. Photo by Jim Worste!: 

Right: The Hoy's served the crowd lunch from their fifth gener
ation chuck wagon. Photo by Mary Shaffer. 
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	1991  October
	1991  December
	1992  February
	1992  September
	1992 December
	1993 Spring
	1993 Summer 
	1993 Fall
	1994 Winter 
	1994 Spring
	1994 Summer
	1994 Fall
	1995 Winter 
	1995 Spring
	1995 Summer
	1995 Fall
	1996 Winter 
	1996 Spring
	1996 Fall
	1997 Winter 
	1997 Spring
	1997 Summer
	1997 Fall
	1998 Winter
	1998 Spring
	1998 Summer
	1998 Autumn
	1999 Winter
	1999 Spring
	1999 Summer
	1999 Autumn 
	2000 Winter 
	2000 Spring/Annual
	2000 Summer
	2000 Autumn
	2001 Winter
	2001 Autumn/Annual
	2001 Late Autumn
	2002 Early Winter
	2002 Winter/Annual
	2002 Spring 
	2002 Summer
	2002 Autumn
	2003 Winter/Annual
	2003 Spring
	2003 Summer
	2003 Autumn
	2004 Winter 
	2004 Spring
	2004 Summer
	2004 Autumn
	2005 Spring
	2005 Summer
	2005 Winter  
	2006 Spring
	2006 Summer
	2006 Fall
	2006 Winter 
	2007 Spring
	2007 Summer
	2007 Fall
	2007 Winter
	2008 Spring
	2008 Summer
	2008 Fall
	2009 Winter 
	2009 Autumn
	2010 Winter
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	2011 Winter
	2011 Spring
	2011 Summer
	2011 Fall
	2012 Spring
	2012 Annual
	2013 Spring/Summer
	2013 Fall/Winter
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